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Puzzle of Grace

 What’s so special about these forty days we call the season 
of Lent? What is Lent anyway? The word “Lent” comes from the 
old English word “lencten,” which means “spring.” In Old German, 
the related words: lenzin, lengizin, and lenzo, come from the same 
root as “long” and referring to “the lengthening days,” as the earth 
moves from the winter solstice toward the spring equinox.

 In the Christian Church, Lent refers to the period of abstinence 
and consecration prior to the Feast of Easter. As this season of fasting 
falls in the early part of the year, it became confused with the season 
of spring, and gradually the word Lent, which originally meant spring, 
was confined to this liturgical use.

 Forget big words like abstinence and consecration and 
look with me at an analogy to a practice that many of us will 
probably engage in sometime in the next few months – spring 
cleaning. Whether you are more of an indoor person or love to be 
outside, the lengthening and increasingly warmer days beckon us 
to move a bit more, to consider our surroundings and to clean out 
the dust and cobwebs we may have missed inside in the darker 
days of winter. Outside, we engage in the clearing of space for 
our gardens. We remove the lifeless brush of gardens past and 
prepare the ground for planting new seeds.

 This is also what we do internally in the season of Lent. 
During this season, we set aside time for God to peer into our 
hearts through God’s Word, through prayer, and other spiritual 
disciplines. Our responses to what God shows us may vary, but 
overall our responses include clearing away “the brush” of old 
ideas and old attitudes present in our hearts and preparing the 
ground to receive new things – new truths God wants to teach us 
and new attitudes with which God wants to act in the world.



 Puzzle of Grace devotional is designed to help you engage 
with the biblical text and directly with God in the Gospel of Luke and 
other selected texts in this season of Lent. It will flow with our Sun-
day morning messages and Learn Group on Wednesday night. There 
are forty readings – one for each day from Ash Wednesday through 
Easter. You may have already figured that there are forty eight days 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter. As stated previously, in the Christian 
Church, Lent is a season of abstinence or consecration. The Sundays 
during Lent are considered Feast Days. They are days in which we 
celebrate “little Easters” on the journey to a grand celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection.

 We will use a simple process to engage with the text using the 
following questions:

 •       Who are the actors in the story?
 •       Where did this story happen?
 •       When did this story happen?
 •       Can you identify the turns in the story?
 •       What is the end result of the story?
 •       What do you learn about grace from the story?
 •       What questions does this story bring to mind for you?

 There is space for you to answer these questions regarding 
each reading. We have also included a short reflection on each of the 
passages and a prayer for each day.  We pray that these passages will 
help you in the process of both spring cleaning and seed planting in 
your heart this Lenten season.

 May God bless you with a renewed spirit and a deeper 
understanding of God’s grace in this season of Lent.

Sara Gotschall 
Director of Adult Ministries

livingwordumc.org 



Sunday, march 6

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

 You may have heard the story of the prodigal son many 
times. Maybe you have heard it so often you that you nod in the 
same places, seeing the same truth in the same way year after 
year. What if, in this season of Lent, you pray to see something 
different, hear something different and do something different as 
a result of what you hear?
           God, help me to set aside everything I think I know about 
You, Your Word and this story and help me hear and experience 
something new as I read Your Word today. Amen.
           In the opening of this passage we see the Pharisees 
raise an issue regarding those with whom Jesus associates that 
they have raised since we read the call of Matthew in chapter 
five. Yet, here we see how Jesus’ answers and attempts to keep 
them engaged in conversation around the matter have fallen 
on deaf ears. We read that the Pharisees are grumbling about 
Jesus receiving sinners and tax collectors. As previously stated, 
tax collectors were considered sinners because of the corrupt 
practices they engaged in to collect taxes for the Romans.
           Jesus tells a parable about a man having two sons. Like 
many of His other teachings and stories, Jesus contrasts two re-
sponses to the return of the prodigal. The relationship of each son 
to the father and the relationship between brothers is explored in 
the story. We are not given a lot of detail in the story about the 
division of wealth, but tradition tells us that the younger son’s 
request was disrespectful. It shows that the relationship between 
father and son had been reduced to what the son could get from 
the father.  He not only leaves his family, but his homeland and 
the ways of God in which he has been raised. He quickly loses his 
inheritance.
 We see an attitude of repentance from the view we are 
given of the son’s thoughts and actions. But before he can even 
utter the words, the father welcomes the son with celebration. 
The father ’s welcome of the younger son is contrasted with the 
older son’s response to his brother ’s return. In the dialogue be-
tween the father and the older son, we see a few things.



 First, we see that the son does not welcome his younger 
brother ’s return to the family as readily as the father. Also, the 
older son’s true motives in obedience to the father are also ex-
posed. He does not revere his father from love but from a desire 
to reap benefits of being obedient to his father – benefits that 
he has not reaped. Finally, just as Jesus accepts both those seen 
as sinners and self-righteous Pharisees, we see the father af-
firm the older brother and explain his acceptance of the younger 
brother.
 Many times we are asked to find our place in this story. 
While we may identify with one character more than the other, 
the truth is that there is a little of each character in all of us.

 • When in your life did you walk away from God? Is there 
an area in your life that God is asking you to leave your ways 
and return to Him?
 • Are you more likely to forgive someone after you “see” 
repentance in their lives?
 • Where in your life do you desire and encourage recon-
ciliation between others?

Prayer:
God, thank You for helping me see something new in Your Word 
today. Thank You that You welcome me back from places I never 
should have been. Thank You for Your grace to welcome others 
back from places that they never should have been. Help me 
to encourage others to be reconciled to You and to each other. 
Amen.



Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



Monday, march 7

luke 17:11-19

 Jesus is still traveling toward Jerusalem. The leper Jesus 
heals previously was a poor, nameless Jew. Here Jesus heals ten 
lepers, one of which we are told is a Samaritan – someone beyond 
the Israelite community. Just as the previous healing served as a 
pronouncement of the Kingdom of God to the Jews, here the King-
dom of God is extended to those beyond the Jewish community.
 In this story the “foreigner”, the Samaritan, who Jews 
traditionally despised, is lifted up for his grateful response to 
God for his healing.  From the questions Jesus asks, the other 
nine lepers are seen as Jews who presume healing is something 
they deserve. Jesus blesses the Samaritan for his faith.
 Entitlement. It ’s a word that can have many meanings. 
Often we think that those people over there feel entitled. Yet, if 
we take the time to let God search our hearts we might find the 
ever so subtle seeds of entitlement invading our thoughts and 
dictating our feelings.
 When we serve God with a thought as to what we get 
from God we strip the mystery from faithfully loving God and 
lose intangible benefits.

 • Do you sometimes think that you deserve for God to 
answer your prayers in your way because you have done the good 
things that God wants you to do?

 • How do you protect your heart against entitlement?

Prayer:
God, search my heart today and show me if there is any seed of 
entitlement in me. Help me to love You freely, without thought to 
what reward I can receive. Love that seeks to get rather than give 
is not love at all. Amen.



Luke 17:11-19

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



tuesday, March 8

luke 17:20-37

 
 Jesus addresses both the Pharisees and the disciples in 
this passage. He makes some very clear statements about the 
Kingdom of God which both the Pharisees and the disciples fail to 
understand.
 Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ question about the 
Kingdom of God indicate that if they understood the nature of 
the Kingdom of God, they wouldn’t be looking for it outwardly. 
Instead, they would understand that the Kingdom of God is al-
ready among them in some degree.
 From here, Jesus engages His disciples about the fullness 
of the Kingdom of God. There is some correlation drawn between 
the advancement of the Kingdom of God and the revelation of 
the Son of Man on the earth. Jesus’ full answer to the disciples’ 
question about the Kingdom of God is that it is present among 
them and that the fullness of the Kingdom of God has not been 
seen.
 Just as the Pharisees wanted a visible sign to serve as an 
indicator that the Kingdom of God had come, Jesus warned the 
disciples that others would mistakenly report that the Kingdom 
of God had come and not to heed their warnings. Instead, He 
indicates that life will be filled with the normal stuff of life until 
the very day that the Son of man is revealed. When Jesus is re-
vealed, He will not be bringing a physical kingdom on the earth 
that will be present in one locale. Instead, Jesus indicates that 
the fullness of His Kingdom will be expansive like the quality of 
lightning flashing across the sky.
 Before the fullness of the Kingdom of God, Jesus will be 
rejected and suffer many things at the hands of the people of this 
generation. He then talks much about the destruction that will 
surround the revelation of the Son of man. Jesus brings to mind 
the destruction of the flood of Noah and (see Genesis 6-9) the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (see Genesis 19).



 Jesus’ call to the disciples indicates that the destruction 
of that time will be so pervasive that seeking security for one’s 
self is in vain. The analogies are lost on the disciples. Just like the 
Pharisees who Jesus spoke with in the beginning of this passage, 
the disciples ask where this destruction and the revelation of 
the Son of Man would occur. Jesus’ response is not necessarily a 
statement regarding His death. The comment reiterates the fact 
that the fullness of the judgment associated with the Kingdom of 
God will be evident to all.

 • Which is a better use of your time – to focus all your 
time and energy on the destruction around you or to focus on 
your relationship with God, building the Kingdom of God in your 
midst that you might be prepared for the fullness of the Kingdom 
of God?

Prayer:
God, help me let go of all I see around me and focus on my 
relationship with You that I might build the Kingdom of God in 
my midst. Amen.



Luke 17:20-37

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



wednesday, March 9

luke 18:1-8

 Luke is clear about his purpose in the writing of the Gospel. 
On several occasions, he shares the purpose behind certain teach-
ings of Jesus. In this passage, we are told that Jesus is teaching 
about persistence in prayer.
 Jesus compares the actions of the unjust judge and those 
of God. In the parable, the unjust judge answers the petition of a 
woman because she is faithful to bring her plea before him. If this 
unjust judge answers the plea even though he doesn’t believe in 
God or care about men, how much more will God who is just and 
cares about humankind act justly.
 Not only is the character of God, His sense of justice and 
compassion for humankind, but the relationship of God to His 
children is emphasized here. God will bring about justice for His 
children who ask swiftly.

 
 • Are you persistent in prayer?

 • What deters you in prayer?
 
 • Is there one situation in which you can faithfully ask for 
God’s direction/intervention for the next two weeks?

Prayer:
God, thank You that You are just and compassionate toward all 
humankind. Thank You that You love Your children and will answer 
me when I pray. Thank You that in the times that You have delayed 
in answering my prayers, You have taught me to be faithful like 
You. Help me to be faithful in prayer. Amen.



Luke 18:1-8

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



thursday, march 10

Luke 18:15-30
 
 
 At first glance, the opening vignette of this section doesn’t 
seem to fit with the discussion with the rich ruler that follows 
it. However, the opening verses are actually the foundational 
thought in this passage. Jesus’ statement about “receiving the 
Kingdom of God like a little child” is paramount to His interaction 
with the ruler and subsequent interaction with others.

 As if he had heard Jesus’ comments about the childlike 
reception of the Kingdom of God, the rich ruler asks what he 
must do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus’ response first addresses 
the man’s reference to Jesus being good. In making the statement 
about God’s goodness, Jesus is in effect asking if the man is call-
ing Jesus God.

 Jesus then uses the idea of goodness to begin the discus-
sion of what is really needed to inherit eternal life. The rich ruler 
says that he has kept the commandments since he was a little 
boy. In His next statement, Jesus cuts to the heart of the matter. 
Jesus tells the man that he lacks one thing – to sell everything he 
has and give to the poor.

 Jesus has identified the crux of the man’s issue in his 
relationship to God. The man’s relationship to God is comfort-
able. It doesn’t cost him anything. He keeps the rules. Yet, his 
relationship with God is devoid of wholehearted devotion. The 
people who overheard the exchange between Jesus and the man 
ask aloud who can be saved or inherit eternal life. While Jesus 
has already attested to the difficulty of the rich to enter the 
Kingdom of God. One can make many comparisons between the 
life of a child who receives what is given to them readily versus 
the security and self-reliance that often ensnares the rich.
  



 

 Jesus emphasizes the exchange that is made for folks who 
abandon their earthly security. Whereas they may surrender se-
curity here on earth they will have eternal security.
 
 • Do your possessions give you a sense of security?
 
 • Has God asked you to give up anything that would allow 
you more time or energy to draw close to God?
 
 • Has God asked you to give up anything that would cause 
you to depend more on God?

Prayer:
God, thank You for calling me to walk in deeper relationship 
with You. I ask for Your grace to surrender things that hinder my 
relationship with You that I might experience new life with You. 
Amen. 



Luke 18:15-30  

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



friday, march 11

Luke 19:1-10

 Children the world round have sung the story of Zaccheus 
in the song, Zaccheus Was a Wee Little Man animatedly com-
manding “Zaccheus, You come down!” Perhaps you have fond 
memories for singing this song and learning the stories of the 
Bible.
 The wee man in this story is the chief tax collector in 
Jericho. As we have said before, tax collectors were seen as 
sinners due to the corrupt practices in which they engaged to 
collect taxes from the people for the Roman government.
 Although the people consider this man a sinner, he ex-
hibits the abandon that Jesus highlights as a virtuous quality of 
those that will inherit the Kingdom of God. Zaccheus climbs a 
tree to see Jesus.
 After Jesus’ command for Zaccheus to come down and His 
announcement that He is staying with Zaccheus, we see Zaccheus 
respond with abandon of his goods and desire to make repara-
tions for any injustice he has committed. Just like the woman 
whose faith Jesus commends and calls a daughter of Abraham, 
Jesus commends Zaccheus’ faith/abandon to God calling him a 
son of Abraham.

 •  Has God’s invitation of relationship with you caused you 
to respond with joyful abandon to the things God asks you to do?

Prayer:
God, thank You for calling me into relationship with You. I ask 
for grace to continue to live in relationship with You with joyful 
abandon. Amen.



Luke 19:1-10

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?



Saturday, March 12

Luke 19:11-27

           In very subtle ways, Jesus has been keeping us apprised 
of Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem. While previous stories were 
told as Jesus traveled toward Jerusalem, we are told that Jesus is 
now near Jerusalem. This continues to build tension into the over-
all plot of the book as Jesus moves toward fulfilling His mission.
 The people following Jesus believe that when Jesus gets 
to Jerusalem He will usher in the Kingdom of God in keeping with 
their preconceived notions and timetable. He tells a parable to 
counter their expectations.
 While the parable contains some elements that are consis-
tent with the parable of the talents in Matthew 25, this parable 
has a completely different purpose. The larger story of a “certain 
man” going on a journey to be made king and those who oppose 
him being slaughtered is used as a device by Luke to emphasize 
what is about to happen as Jesus enters Jerusalem.
 The people were used to kings who simply killed those 
who opposed them. Jesus would be hailed as king in Jerusalem. 
What would follow definitely shows Jesus to be a different kind of 
king.

 • Have you ever considered what expectations you have 
of God?
 • In what ways has God completely turned your expecta-
tions upside down and still accomplished something amazing in 
you, through you or for you or others?

Prayer:
God, thank You for the chance for authentic relationship with 
You.  Please expose any way that I keep You in a box. I choose to 
set aside any expectation I have of You that You have free reign 
in my life. Amen.

 



Luke 19:11-27

Who are the actors in the story?

Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?

Can you identify the turns in the story?

What is the end result of the story?

What do you learn about grace from the story?

What questions does this story bring to mind for you?






