
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (April 11 – 16, 2016) 

 

Monday: John 4:1-26 
This passage is about the social contempt that the Jews and Samaritans held for one another. Here Jesus 
demonstrated to us that we can and should tear down cultural walls to reach people in need. Jesus 
ignored the customs of His culture and cut right through the prejudicial barriers of ignorance, narrow-
minded thinking, and fear, and traveled through Samaria when most good Jews refused to do so. Then, 
He did something even more outlandish for an orthodox Jewish man---He sat down and asked an outcast, 
a sinful Samaritan woman, for a drink.  

The route Jesus took on His journey to Galilee is the most direct route, traveling through Samaria, which 
lies between Judea and Galilee. Samaria is known today as the West Bank. This direct route from Judea 
to Galilee was about 70 miles, or a two and a half day walk on a safe and well-made Roman road, well-
traveled and patrolled by Roman guards. This road was laden with frequent rest stops, and inns. But, most 
of the Jews chose not to go through Samaria. Rather, they chose to embark upon the hot, harsh, and 
foreboding desert and the rocky road northeast from Jerusalem to Jericho, up the Jordan valley and then 
crossing the inhospitable Jordan River ‒ twice. In other words, because of their prejudice towards the 
Samaritan people, they journeyed almost twice the distance, over much harsher terrain. Jesus shows that 
our prejudice is sinful, ridiculous and blocks the Gospel. We are all sinners in need of a Savior; created, 
loved, and pursued by our Lord.  

Why do you suppose the woman hesitated with Jesus?  Perhaps, she thought there was something wrong 
with herself, and that she did not deserve a better life. Perhaps, her heart was hardened by pursuing 
exciting and forbidden relationships in order to find meaning, yet only finding a meaningless life. She had 
to learn a lesson we all have to learn----namely our need to surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Christ is the meaning of life and must be our foundation.  

The first thing the woman realized was that God has compassion and love; He cared for, and had a plan 
for her, even though she was considered a social pariah. She was willing to be challenged and confronted 
for her sin. She was willing to repent and become clean. She was able to learn and develop character, so 
God used her to transform her community. It is the same for us. We must see our sin and deal with it by 
confession and removal. We have to see God’s love and care for us! We are to study the Word, seek 
wisdom, be prudent, and lean on the strength of the Lord! These things do not come merely by chance; 
they come by knowing and intentionally following Jesus Christ. 

 When you were growing up, did your parents tell you not to associate with people of certain social classes 
or ethnicities? How did you feel about it? How have those feelings changed since Christ has become more 
rooted in you? 

 What are your thoughts about the Woman? How are prejudices a barrier to Christ? 

 What do you do when you meet an outcast or someone in deep need and in deep sin? How should you 
respond? What gets in your way? 

 What does "living water" mean to you? What does "gift of God" mean to you? 

 
Tuesday: John 4:27-45 
While Jesus was talking to the Samaritan woman, the disciples came back from their errands and they 
were shocked, but did not say a word. The woman left her water jar and immediately went back to her 



village, very excited and already fully engaged in what Christ told her. She had found the Messiah and 
wanted everyone to know it! She told everyone what Jesus told her and proclaimed that Jesus must be 
the One for whom they had been waiting. So, the people from the village came out to the well to see for 
themselves and meet Jesus. At the same time, the disciples wanted Jesus to eat the food they brought 
back, and Jesus seized this as a teaching point to reveal what was far more important than food---namely 
our spiritual formation---and that our real nourishment comes from God.  That nourishment is had by 
doing God's will.  

Jesus told the disciples that His sustenance came from God and that He was empowered to do His will; 
and then used a common, everyday example to illustrate His point: just as the crops are ready for harvest, 
God waits for us to harvest what He has planted in us and also wants us to help others grow, just as this 
woman was doing. Then, He shares that we all have different gifts and opportunities; some plant, some 
water, and some harvest. All are important and needed for the harvesting of souls. We can't rush it but 
we have to see the immediacy of it. Because of this woman and Jesus' use of her, many of the Samaritans 
turned to Christ and put their trust and faith in Him. God used a person deemed unacceptable by others 
to bear His Message of Love, Hope, and Faith, which could not be accomplished by prejudice. 

Jesus interacted with a race extremely hated and rejected by the Jews. This passage continues to tell of 
the social contempt that the Jews and Samaritans held for one another. Jesus exhibits the importance of 
acceptance and calls us to remove the prejudice and narrow-mindedness and intolerance we have, just 
as the Jews and Samaritans held for each other. And, in application, to remove all social dislike, scorn, 
and prejudices we harbor. Jesus looked at the barriers some had to growth and He confronted them so 
the person could move forward into spiritual maturity with faith and relationship development. To be a 
true follower of Christ, one must also be a disciple, a learner who can look at what hinders us, reach out 
to Christ, and grow beyond the barriers that block our spiritual formation and intimacy with Christ. We 
have to understand Jesus and His teachings, be deeply convicted, and be willing to grow through our trust 
and obedient actions. If not, we will stagnate into apathy, disillusionment, depression, dysfunction, or 
some other kind of abuse to one's self or others.  

 What are some religious or racial or social issues with which you have had issues? What about now? 

 How is love a summary of all of Christ's character not just His one attribute? How does His love show 
through in this passage? 

 How does our intimacy with Christ gives us the confidence and completeness to know and do God's will 
and purpose? 

 How does prejudice block the Gospel? How has God demonstrated His ultimate Love to you? How can 
you show this to others more? 

 What did or what do you need to do to overcome cultural and prejudicial walls to reach a person in need?  

 

Wednesday: John 4:46-54 
After having stayed in Samaria for two days, Jesus returned to Galilee. During this journey, Jesus arrived 
at Cana, where He performed His first public miracle-turning the water into wine. There, He encountered 
a government official whose son was very sick, who begged Jesus to help and to heal him. It was the 
passionate plea of a desperate father seeking any help he could get! Jesus started to follow him to where 
the sick child was, in Capernaum. Yet, Jesus was frustrated that people just wanted a show of signs and 
wonders without the real glory that went with it. They wanted the show without the substance. Since 
Galilee is where Jesus grew up, where He and His father had their carpentry business, and where people 
knew Him as the carpenter, they were not willing to see Him as more than a carpenter. Jesus saw the 



faith in this official but not in His own people. Then, He told the official to go home, for his son had been 
healed. The official saw Jesus’ proclamation become fact, and his faith matured from mere belief; to a 
true trust in Jesus as Lord.  

John chapter four is challenging us to do what is right and not merely what our culture claims to be right.  
The Gospel is about relationships and the impacting, redeeming power of our Lord. It is not about 
traditions or culture or a show. Christianity is cross-cultural and deeply impacting; it is more concerned 
with people than with customs. It is not about easy belief or cheap grace; rather, it is about the impact of 
our Lord going deeply within us, so He is displayed and deployed outside of us. Jesus is calling us to cross 
our social and personal barriers to pursue people with a faith that is real, deep, and strong. Jesus 
transcended His and her culture to minister to a person who would not have been associated with or 
helped. In so doing, He cut across strict cultural barriers of race and gender, pointing us to the unity and 
impact of the Gospel. Our Lord engaged in conversation with a moral outcast and showed mercy to a 
public official, modeling for us the proper approach with which a man relates to a woman and to someone 
in authority: with gentleness and kindness and in respect. He practices what He calls us to: listening, 
valuing, caring, and conviction, all converging with the Gospel. 

 Why do some people just want a show of signs and wonders (what is called the prosperity Gospel today) 
without the real glory that goes with it? 

 How do you think Jesus felt to see faith in this official but not His own people? What does Jesus think of 
one's power, position, or money? Why do none of these things really matter? Why are so many of us 
consumed with them? 

 How has Jesus lifted you out of the darkness and despair of your life to a new life filled with wonder and 
hope? How can you share this with someone else? 

 What do you think causes some Christians to stagnate into apathy, depression, or disillusionment? How 
can you guard yourself against this? 

 

Thursday: John 5:1-15 
After Jesus' stay at Cana, He returned to Jerusalem where He performed more healings.  During one of 
the Jewish holiday feasts, Jesus passed by the Sheep Gate to the Pool of Bethesda where people went for 
physical ailments because of the minerals and a belief that an Angel might heal them. This was a large 
pool with five covered porches. Many people lay on mats waiting their turn to get into the mineral bath. 
One man, because of his inability to walk and no one willing to help him, had waited thirty-eight years. 
Jesus had compassion for him and asked him a stunning question; would you like to get well? The man 
replied, I can't, sir. I have no way to get to the waters when they are stirred. Someone always beats me or 
cuts me off to get there. Jesus told him, stand up and pick up your mat and walk! The man was healed 
right away. He picked up his mat and did as Jesus commanded---he picked up his mat and walked. But 
this raised the ire of the religious leaders. Because this was a feast day and the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders 
felt this was inappropriate; they saw this as work and told the man that he should be ashamed of himself 
for violating the Law. The man replied: the Man who healed me told me to pick up my mat and so I did. 
This made the leaders irate and they demanded more information from the man, but he had none to give 
them. Jesus disappeared into the crowd. Later that day Jesus saw the man in the Temple and told the 
man to stop sinning or something worse would occur to him. Then the man went and told the Jewish 
leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him. 

Healing pools and shrines were very common in the Middle East during biblical times. Some were mineral 
or hot springs with edifices built around them. Others were shrines to a god like the Greek god, Asclepius. 



These were very popular and important culturally to the Greeks and Hebrews, where people with limited 
medical help could use them for getting well or ritual purification. The point here is not that Jesus heals-
--he certainly can and does---but more importantly, Jesus is greater than the gods and the cultures, 
greater than our fears and weakness, greater than our sin and pride, and greater than what people back 
then thought was important, like healing shrines, and what we think is important today, like what hurts 
us. Jesus takes us beyond our hurts and fears and truly liberates us. Jesus performed numerous miracles 
of which only a few are recorded so as to point to Him as the Promised Messiah, because only God could 
manipulate matter and will in this way. 

True healing is all about the transforming work Christ does in us. The physical healing is a mere 
unimportant shadow to His real important redemptive work and how we incorporate Him in our lives. 

Jesus asked an incredibly insightful question---“Do you want to be healed?” Why would someone not 
want to be healed? The simple question is ‒ do we want to grow deeper in the precepts of the Word and 
character of Christ? In other words, do we want to go through the obstructions to our faith and life that 
stops us dead in our tracks? Jesus asks that question just as if you were in a 12-step program where you 
have to admit your need and your higher power before you can get out of your addictive state! I have 
seen many people turn their backs on real help. Instead of seeking help for a drinking problem, they stay 
drunk, destroying all of their relationships, career, hopes, and life. To continue to be sick is a powerful 
chain that holds us down. Sometimes, it is all we have and all we know, and we fear to venture into 
wellness. For the Christian, stuck in their faith, he or she has to want to grow in order to grow. The desire 
to draw near to God will bring down any barrier blocking us from that goal. We have to want to get well 
in order to do so. We have to want to be more mature and to have more character in order to be people 
of maturity and good character. Ask any doctor or therapist how important a desire to live and get well 
is for the patient's recovery and most will say, assuredly, that it is quintessentially important. When a 
patient gives up, he or she will usually get worse, and sometimes even die. Of course, sometimes, our 
willpower and desires cannot help us. Nonetheless, whether we are in a spiritual encounter, a medical 
surgery, or in therapy, the desire to get well or grow is powerfully important. 

People who are weak in the faith or stagnate in their spiritual growth are that way, for the most part, 
because they do not want to receive divine help with their problems. They do not see God as the equipper 
and sustainer of their lives. They do not want to be helped out of their weakness; they either think they 
can do it on their own, or have given up. They love their weakness; their helplessness is their comfort and 
identity. Perhaps it is the attention; perhaps it is from years of discouragement, and they are so beaten 
down they do not want to look up. They rarely, if ever, will seek the help of another. Perhaps, it is anger 
or pride or fear; whatever the case, they either tend to crave the attention of others through their 
helplessness, or hide under the bed of discouragement. The result is stagnation and ignoring the One who 
can bring them comfort. God offers us true healing---but we have to want it---and we have to accept it 
on God’s terms, not our own.  

 Why do people tend not to see God as the Equipper and Sustainer of their lives? What about some 
Christians? 

 What causes some people not to want to receive help, either divine or human, with their problems? 

 What needs to happen for you to have a faith that can progress deeper and deeper? How does it help for 
more of Christ to be revealed to you? 

 When did it hit you that we have a tangible reality of a loving and caring God? How and why is this 
important for your walk with Christ? 



 Do you want to grow deeper in the precepts of the Word and character of Christ? What do you need to 
do about it? 

 What is it that holds us back ‒ is it fear? Busyness? Complacency? Bad ideas of what faith is, and how to 
use it? Bad role models? Not in a small group or Bible study? Or, what? 

 

Friday: John 5:16-29 
When Jesus healed the lame man during one of the Jewish feasts, the Jewish leaders were livid. They saw 
this work as a challenge to their position and rules. So, they started their campaign of harassment, but 
since they could find no fault in Him, they also started their false accusations and even tried to kill Him. 
Jesus put them in their place for protesting His healing on the Sabbath: my Father never stops work, why 
should I? Such a statement is absolutely shocking---for in reality, by saying this, Jesus is saying that He is 
equal with God. Then Jesus further established His position, I assure you, the Son can do only as He sees 
His Father do, and what the Father does the Son does too, for the Father Loves the Son and we are in 
perfect relationship. And the Son will do far greater things than this minor healing. He will raise the dead, 
give life, and will have the authority to pronounce judgment on all humankind. All will honor the Son just 
as they honor the Father. If you do not honor the Son, you can't honor the Father. If you believe in my 
Message and believe that God sent me, you will have eternal life and you will never be condemned. All 
will hear my voice, the Son of God-even the dead who will rise again, because He is the Son of man. Those 
who do good will have eternal life; those who continue to be evil will only receive judgment. Nothing the 
Son does is without the consult and will of the Father and all will be absolutely just, according to the will 
of God. 

For thirty-eight years, a man was ill and sought healing in a pool that supposedly had healing properties. 
He seemed determined to be healed, but somehow he was not able to get into the water to be healed. 
He was a man with all kinds of excuses and reasons why he could not get in and get on with his life. Thus, 
he chose to sit and wait; the result was nothing but despair and excuses. And, when he was finally healed 
and could walk, he was filled with ingratitude and did the opposite of what one would do with faith ‒ he 
betrayed the One who healed him. This incident set off a chain of events that caused the religious leaders 
to persecute Jesus, which then led to our Lord's betrayal, arrest, and sentence of death ‒ all because a 
controversy arose from an occurrence during one of the primary feast days. 

 Do you know someone like the lame man who, when released from a bad situation, came out of it lame 
with faith and not grateful? How would a redirect to truly worship Christ as Lord help your attitude? 

 What does this passage, especially verse 24, tell us about how we get eternal life? 

 How have you lost sight of Christ? What happens when a Christian leader loses sight of his or her mission 
to glorify Christ? How does this create problems in His Kingdom? 

 Why is it that real ministry and effectiveness can never come from a person's will, or efforts to seek power 
and control or to make a name for ourselves, but real ministry can only come from our Lord? 

 
Saturday: John 6:1-15 
Sometime after Jesus' confrontation with the Jewish leadership, He tested the faith and resilience of the 
disciples. Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee; as His fame spread, the great number of people who followed 
Him primarily witnessed a show. The fact of real healings and hard-hitting teaching aroused the minds 
and wills of people. Jesus sat down on the side of a hill around the time of the Passover as this great 
crowd of people converged upon Him. Jesus, testing Philip's faith, asked where do you think we can buy 



food for these people. Jesus, of course, had a plan; in fact, He had a great miracle in mind, but how would 
the disciples respond? Philip, thinking of actually going out and buying food, said it would take a small 
fortune to feed them all and said we can't do it. Andrew noticed that a small boy had some food-five 
barley loaves and two dried fish ‒ but wondered how this could feed everyone. Jesus told the disciples to 
have everyone sit down; there were over five thousand men and their families there. Jesus took the boy's 
lunch, gave thanks to God, and passed the food around to everyone. One boy's lunch miraculously 
produced enough to feed everyone until they were full ‒ with lots left over. Jesus then asked that all the 
leftovers be gathered so nothing was wasted. It started with five loaves of bread and left twelve baskets 
of leftovers; more was left over than was there initially. The people who witnessed this impossible act 
realized that Jesus was more than meets the eye; He was a Prophet, perhaps the One they had been 
waiting for. Jesus, recognizing that their intention was to force Him to be a militant leader, walked away 
into the hills alone. 

This passage is the only miracle besides the resurrection that all four Gospels record, indicating its 
importance. This event took place one year before Jesus' passion. During this time, Herod was tricked 
into killing John the Baptist. Then, after Jesus' confrontation with the Jewish officials, He proceeded to 
the outlining areas. The wording and theme parallels Moses, who gave the Passover by God's decree and 
performed great miracles; now, Jesus does the same. Josephus, a first century, Jewish, Roman historian, 
recorded many miracle workers around this time claiming to be the Messiah, but their acts were merely 
magician tricks that could be replicated by anyone in the know. What Jesus does cannot be replicated. 

The Disciples had a fast-food mentality, looking for an easy solution for the problem, including sending 
the people away. The thinking of "let's take care of ourselves first and move the people and problem off 
our plate" does not solve any problem; it only delays or increases it. The call is for us to reflect how much 
we trust in Christ for His provision. How do we respond to difficulty and hardships? We have to see Jesus 
as the Good Shepherd who takes care of His sheep (us), even when we do not see it. We cannot just 
observe the miracle of God's saving grace to understand it; we have to experience and live it to 
comprehend it and then our lives become a reflection of His work to others too. 

 Why did Jesus test the faith of His disciples? How has He done this with you? Does this concern you or 
help you? How have you been blinded with wrong expectations? 

 This is the only miracle, besides the resurrection, that is recorded in all the Gospels. Why do you suppose 
this is the case? 

 Why do you think Jesus' fame spread and caused a great number of people to follow Him? What causes 
people today to follow someone? How do you discern who you follow? 
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