
 

Living Word Weekly Bible Study (June 13 - 18, 2016) 
  

Monday: 1 Corinthians 13 
There is probably not a person at Living Word who is not familiar with the words of Sunday’s scripture 
lesson.  I Corinthians 13 contains St. Paul’s famous hymn of love.  We hear these words at most every 
wedding, and most of us could say them in our sleep---love is patient, love is kind.   But, to truly understand 
these words, thus to truly understand the true nature of Christian love, we need to understand the context 
in which they were written.  When St. Paul penned these words, he did so in the middle of his teaching 
about spiritual gifts.  Because of course according to St. Paul, the gift of love IS a gift of the Holy Spirit---in 
fact it is the greatest of all the gifts of the Spirit.  The Bible teaches us that when a person is given the Holy 
Spirit, he or she is given spiritual gifts.  With the Spirit comes gifts of the Spirit.  According to the Word of 
God, each person who receives the Holy Spirit is given unique gifts---gifts that are meant to be joined with 
the unique gifts of all other Christians to build up the Body of Christ.  “Now to each one the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of 
wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers…All these are the work 
of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.”  (I Corinthians 12:7-
11)   
 
God does not give all gifts to any one person, because God wants us all to lack some of the gifts---that’s 
right, God wants us to lack some of the gifts!  Why would God WANT that?  Well, I’ll tell you; because if I 
had all the gifts, I would not need any of you, would I?  But because I do not have all the gifts, I need the 
gifts you have---which means I need you!  You need the gifts I have, which means you need me!  By not 
giving any one person all of the gifts, God forces us to be in community.  If we want to be whole, the only 
choice we have is to be in community!  

 

 Why is community so important to God? 

 Can you be a follower of Christ outside the community of Christ? 
 
Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 13 
All Christians are given gifts, but no two Christians are given exactly the same gifts.  But the Bible tells us 
that there is one gift that is given to every Christian, and this gift is the most important gift of all, for without 
this gift, all other gifts are meaningless.  St. Paul tells us that the gift of love is by far the most important 
gift we have---for with love we have everything, and without love, we have nothing.  Love is the greatest 
power in the world---even greater than faith and hope. “And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love.  But the greatest of these is love.” (I Corinthians 13:13)   
 
All week we are going to look at the gift of love---true love---love in the Christian context, not in the syrupy 
emotional context that our culture pawns off on us.  When Jesus uses the word love, He uses a Greek word, 
“agape”.  Agape means to choose to do what is best for someone.  So, according to Jesus, love is a choice; 
plain and simple.  Love, agape, has nothing to do with emotions or feelings, it has everything to do with 
choices.  To love another, to offer agape, means to choose to do what is best for another, and we can always 
choose to do what is best for someone else---no matter how we happen to feel about them.  Our emotions 
then do not dictate to us whether or not we love someone; we can choose to love them no matter what 
our emotions may be.  We can always choose to love someone, because love is of God, and because God 
NEVER stops giving us love, we have an infinite supply of love to give away.  To be sure, we can choose to 
stop giving love away, but it can never end.  What our culture has come to call love is based on pure emotion 
and therefore it tends to be short-term, fickle, and very changeable.  It tends to be very ME 
oriented.  People want to be in a loving relationship as long as they are GETTING what they want, and when 



they are no longer getting what they want, then they get out!   But that is the whole point, and that is the 
whole problem!  You see, love is not about getting, it’s about GIVING. 
 

 Google “agape”.  Define it in your own words. 

 What is the difference between Hallmark Card love and Agape? 

 Why does the Spirit give the gift of love to every Christian? 
 
Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 13 
Quite often, we humans desire someone only for what they do for us; they make us feel good, they keep 
us from being lonely, they satisfy a need.  But whenever the center of a relationship is “ME”, that 
relationship is not love.  Whenever we place ourselves front and center in our priorities, we cannot 
love.  Love is selfless, not selfish.  What we need for a healthy relationship with other people, is to choose 
love!  You say it isn’t that easy, how can I love someone who is making life miserable?  How can I love 
someone who is hurting me?  You choose to do what is best for them.  Can you choose what is best for 
someone even if you do not like them?  Sure you can!  Can you choose to do what is best for someone who 
is hurting you?  Of course you can!  I will grant you that you cannot choose to have warm feelings toward 
those who hurt you, but you do not have to have warm feelings for someone to choose to do what is best 
for them!  You can always CHOOSE LOVE, because love is not an emotion, love is a choice!  Living Word 
matters to God, and for Living Word to be healthy and whole, for Living Word to be a place where people 
genuinely want to be; we need to love one another. Your family matters to God, and for your family to be 
healthy, and whole, for your home to be a place that your family genuinely likes to be, you need to love 
one another.  You need to choose to do what is best for each other.   
 

 How can we love someone if we do not know them---or even harder if we do not like them? 

 List some concrete ways that you can better offer love at Living Word. 

 List some concrete ways that you can better offer love to your family. 
 
Thursday: 1 Corinthians 13 
So often when there is conflict in a church or conflict in a family, when marriages start to break up, people 
think communication is the answer.  Many people believe that if they can just talk things out, if they just 
communicate better, they can solve their family’s problems.  Now communication is a great thing, 
something we need to do, and something most of us are not very good at, but you can be the most 
articulate, you can be the most eloquent person on the face of the earth, but without love all the 
communication in the world is nothing but NOISE!  The Bible says: “If I speak in the tongue of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging symbol.” (I Corinthians 13: 1)   
 
To be a healthy church or a healthy family, we need more than communication skills, we need to choose 
love. A lot of folks believe that knowledge will somehow help them.  They figure they can reason their way 
out of family problems.  To be sure, knowledge is a great thing, a wonderful thing---our church is dedicated 
to increase the biblical knowledge of those who come here.  But some of the most unloving people on the 
face of the earth are brilliant.  Some of the coldest, most judgmental people I have ever met were a 
veritable storehouse of Biblical knowledge.  They knew all the facts, but they were devoid of love.  If 
knowledge does not lead to increased love, then knowledge is useless.  The Bible says: “If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge…but have not love, I am nothing.” (1 
Corinthians 13:2)   
 

 Can you be a Christian and withhold agape from others? 

 Why are churches practicing agape ALWAYS outwardly focused? 
 
 
 



Friday: 1 Corinthians 13 
Faith, of course is something every Christian must have, and every Christian should work to strengthen.  As 
Protestants we believe in justification by faith through grace; our very salvation is based upon whether or 
not we have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  But we need to be clear; the Bible says that you can be the most 
faithful person on the face of the earth, you can do astounding things, you can be a miracle worker, but if 
you do not love, your faith means nothing.  The Bible says: “If I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:2)   
 
To be a Christian means to be like Jesus; to be like Jesus, we need to be in servant ministry, we need to 
actively reach out to others to build the Kingdom of God.  But, even if you are doing ministry every single 
day, all day long; if you run food pantries, teach Bible studies, work at soup kitchens, go to Ghana every 
year and bring the Gospel to everyone you meet---if you gave so much of yourself and your possessions to 
others that you had nothing, absolutely NOTHING left; without giving love right along with everything else 
you gave, you really have not done a thing!    
 

 What is the difference between grace and love? 

 What does servant ministry look like? 

 What servant ministry are you involved in?  (Remember, if you are doing it for you, it is not servant 
ministry!) 
 
Saturday: 1 Corinthians 13 
The Bible says: “If I give all I possess to the poor, and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, 
I gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:3) You see, in the eyes of God, love is the greatest thing!  When the 
teachers of the Law asked Jesus what the greatest of all the commandments was, His answer was very 
clear---LOVE.  Love is the greatest of all the commandments.  “’Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?’ Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.”  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’” (Matthew 
22:37-40)   
 
Did you hear what Jesus said?  He said that everything hinges on these two commandments!  In other 
words, if we will do just these two, we will automatically be doing all the others!  If we would just love God 
the way we should, and love each other the way we should, we do not have to worry about the rest of the 
law, because we will have already fulfilled it!  Love is the key to it all!  What does love have to do with 
it?  Absolutely everything!  Without love, nothing else matters!  To be a Christian, you need to love, just 
exactly the way Jesus loves you.  To be a healthy church, we need to make love a top priority!  To be a 
healthy family, you need to make love a top priority! 
 
The Bible says: “The end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you 
can pray.  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4:7-8)  We 
can do a lot of things right, but without love, it just doesn’t matter.  Love is what makes us God followers, 
love is what makes us Christian, love is what makes all the difference in this old world, love is what makes 
us holy, because love is what makes us His. 
 

 How does love cover a multitude of sins? 

 How do we automatically fulfill all of the commandments if we follow just the two that Jesus lifts up? 
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