
Living Word Bible Study (June 20 – 25, 2016) 

Monday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

As Christians, we need to recognize that we are representing Jesus Christ Himself 24-7.  This means that we are to 

do nothing and say nothing without love! If you can speak any kind of language, do any kind of thing beyond what 

you think you can do, but do not have love, then what do you have? If you could have it all and then get it all and 

you had no love in your life, what would you really have? What if you had great amounts of money or power; 

without love could you truly be content? Life would be meaningless, noisy, stressful, disconnected, and even 

miserable if there is no practice of real love. The truth is, without love, life would be drudgery and meaningless! 

The fact is, nothing really matters at all unless there is love!  But the all-important question is, “what is love?” 

This passage is about the importance of love, in the Greek language, agape love.  It is part of Paul's Epistle but was 

also used as a hymn and sung in the early church. It was and is an essential instruction on how we are to be and 

behave. This is the quintessential template of Christian conduct and behavior.  It defines who and what we are all 

about. This agape love transcends all time, all cultures, all languages.  

The principle of love, which is the essence of the Gospel, must impact us so much that agape love will dictate the 

way we live our lives, the way we view and treat others, the way we treat animals, what we will do with our time, 

what we will do with our money and how we will make all decisions. The point of this passage is the point of the 

Gospel. If we live out our Christian lives with great commitment and diligence and we do all we can in ministry and 

service to our Lord, it will be meaningless and of no value unless we are fueled by love. Keep in mind that most 

people, including us Christians, have a skewed idea of love. We get our ideas from media and movies, we consider 

things based on our feelings and how people treat us; therefore, we do not see the unmerited love we already 

have. 

 What is love? What does it mean to you? How do you feel when others express it genuinely? What about with 

insincerity? Why is love important? 

 Why is it that as Christians, we should do nothing and say nothing without love? 

 How does love affect your witness and relationships? How can your life be meaningless, stressful, and even 

miserable if there is no practice of real love? 

 What you say, how you say it, what you do, and how you do it are prime witnesses for our Lord. How is this so? 

How is this so with love? How is this so without love? 

Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

When God tells us that love is patient, He means love endures a long time. Love helps us endure extreme hardships 

as we keep our eyes upon our Lord. It is longsuffering; with the focus on accommodating others and not ourselves 

so we can give others room to grow and time to accomplish the work that God is doing in them. When someone is 

abrupt with us or when someone treats us wrongly, we are called to be patient, because we cannot have everything 

our way all the time, every time. We cannot allow ourselves to become angry when others fail to live up to the 

expectations that we set for them. When our spouse or child, or boss, or coworker, or friend, or anyone else angers 

or disappoints us, we are not to give up on him/her. Because God is patient with us, He does not give up on you 

and me and God loves us; so, we are to show patience with others. We need not become angry, but be content, 

for this is love. 



Paul was writing this letter to the church in Corinth.  This church was struggling with its people suing and retaliating 

against one another. Instead of loving one another, they were being hateful and awful (1 Corinthians 6:8). This 

passage responds to the Corinthian concerns to show us that God is patient and gracious to us. This is the path and 

way for our Christian lives and walk, not vengeance and exulting conflict. As Christians, we are to imitate Christ, 

and work within His parameter, which is love. This passage is a character description of who Christ is, and it must 

be our character description-of our actions, and our behaving responsibly in all that we do. 

The Greek word is Agape, which means "self-giving" and "sacrificial," that is more concerned with others than 

self. It was used in Classic Greek literature to refer to someone who was generously favored by a god. It conveys 

the idea of a person giving all his or her love, or favor, to someone else other than one's self. It is a love that is not 

earned; rather, it is relational and given freely. It takes the initiative, as Christ did with us, and fosters the Fruit of 

the Spirit and brotherly love. 

Keep in mind that this passage is also a character description of how God deals with us! God is patient-as in long-

suffering-in exercising judgment so that people may have the time and chance to come to faith and repentance. 

Because God is patient with us, we in turn must practice patience with each other. The challenge of this love is that 

life is complicated and difficult and people will always disappoint us; and in turn, we will always disappoint others. 

But God's enduring love will never disappoint us because God does not retaliate back to us when we deserve it. 

Therefore, when we endure by and with love, we can be restrained and not retaliate when life and people are 

difficult. Keep in mind that Jesus gives as much time and patience as possible, because He wants us to live a life 

that bears His fruit. When we do, our lives will be marked with endurance and patience.  

 Who or what tests your patience? What pushes your "buttons" and gets you mad? How do you feel then? 

 How can love help you endure intense hardships? How would keeping your eyes upon our Lord help? 

 How does it make you feel that God is patient with you? Since He does not give up on you, then, how does this 

help you to show more patience with others? 

 How is this passage a character description of who Christ is? How and why should this love be our character 

description of our actions, and of our behaving responsibly in all that we do? 

Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

What is love? It is kind and it cares! This aspect of love is active, so it looks for a way to be constructive and useful, 

to invest in, honor, and declare others valuable. We are to look for the best in other people. We are to spend our 

energies and time encouraging and building one another up, not tearing them down. We are to bring out the best 

in our friends and spouses by always treating them with kindness. We are to tell them the truth in love and with 

care. God takes the circumstances in our lives and uses them in constructive ways for personal growth and for 

better support for one another. God is not treating us as objects to be manipulated or controlled, because He has 

given us free will. We should do the same with one another. Therefore, we need to always be seeking the healing 

of relationships, and be cautious in our judgments toward others. Authentic Love cares more about others than it 

does about self! 

To get a better understanding of kindness, we need to look at how God is kind with us. God’s kindness is seen in 

the fact that God gives us life, our family, our physical abilities, our material blessings, and of course, His saving 

grace that we do not deserve. When we get the message of the incredible prize and honor He has bestowed upon 

us, we should have the inclination to respond by that knowledge. So, who Christ is and what He has done for us 



builds our faith and maturity; then, that same kindness can be shared with others. That way, we are living in 

response to His love, in the value that is also expressed by our love and kindness.  

Kindness takes us beyond just being accepting, compromising, or open minded; it moves us to be thoughtful and 

considerate to one another, putting ourselves in another's shoes. We are called to be kind to enemies, to strangers, 

to family, and to outcasts. Kindness is not something we confront or control; it is who we are and what we proclaim! 

We must change our behaviors in how we treat others-on the road, in our work, at school, and with family-to 

reflect how Christ treats us. As society gets more mean spirited and divisive, kindness will decrease more and more, 

which makes its need greater and greater. Our prime evangelism opportunity can be as simple as being kind and 

giving the needed light to a "care-less" world. Let us step up to the plate of treating and serving others as Christ 

would. Then, watch our relationships and churches improve! The essential reason for why a church grows is 

hospitality, and you can't be hospitable without being kind! 

 How would you describe the word "kindness?" How does a kind word make you feel? 

 What does love mean in this passage? Why is it important that love is kind and cares? How do you feel when people 

are caring and kind to you? 

 How is this aspect of love active? Why is that important? How does love show honor to others and declare them 

valuable? 

 How do you feel when others look for the best in you? How have you done this for another? How can you do it 

more? 

 What must take place in you for kindness to come about from you, even in times of stress and hurt? How would 

that display our Lord? How can kindness be an evangelism tool for you and Living Word? 

Thursday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

When God tells us that love is not self-seeking, He means that we are never to take advantage of others. We are 

to be empathic, placing others before ourselves. We are to be considerate, appreciative, and never critical. We are 

never to plot evil or allow insults to get to us. We are to make allowances for the shortcomings of others. Our call 

is to lift one another up, and be dignified, having good conduct yet never dictating to one another our standards, 

or demanding or manipulating others to get our way. Rather, we are to model Christ-like character so it is 

contagious and inviting. Because God loved us so much, He never had a self-seeking attitude. If He had, He would 

never have sent His Son on our behalf. Every Christian must respect the rights and dignity of other people, and 

never force his/her will and thoughtless behavior onto others. We cannot force expectations or demands on our 

friends or our spouse. We need to be happy when others around us experience success and growth, and never be 

jealous. Love is the seeking of His truth, and finding a way to bring it to others. 

Jesus calls us to an entirely different perspective and outlook of life. He sees the quintessential reason for life and 

our essence to be in relationships. He wants us to transition our thinking from selfish and materialistic matters to 

eternal matters and relationships, which are far more valuable and important. With love as our motivation, and 

unselfishness as our goal, loyalty and faithfulness to God and to others can be built. In addition, our attitude and 

mindset will also improve so when we face trials, setbacks, and hurts, we will be better able to handle difficult 

people and our hurts and fears. We will be able to take tricky and complicated circumstances and learn and grow 

from them rather than fume and rant and rave, none of which do anything to help us. This is the outcome of being 

strengthened in the Word and growing in the Spirit by Sunday morning corporate worship, our prayer life, 



devotions, learning, and fellowship and then putting them all into practice as we walk through life. The result is a 

deeper love and an ability to endure what life throws at us. 

 How would you define being selfish or self-seeking? Why does real love not take advantage of others? 

 Do you think a deeper understanding that God loves you could help you be more polite and less selfish? How so? 

 What causes you to be selfish? How does being selfish relate to being spiteful or condescending? How do you think 

Jesus feels about it? 

 We are to place others first, and ourselves after that. How would this help you to help make certain others feel 

wanted and welcome at Living Word?  

 How can modeling Christ-like character be contagious and inviting for others to examine and accept our faith? 

Friday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

When God tells us that love is not easily angered, He means just that. We are not to be thin-skinned, easily 

provoked, fretful, resentful, suspicious, or oversensitive with our feelings. Our culture today has become so 

ridiculously hypersensitive, that as the Body of Christ, we need to show the world there is another way---there is a 

better way.  Just because I do not agree with you, does not mean I should become “offended” and accuse you of 

being some kind of “hater”. As followers of Christ, we are to be very slow to get angry, and maintain respect for 

others always. Because God loved us so much, He did not allow His anger to wipe us out of existence when we so 

much deserved it. Instead, He allowed His drama of redemption to unfold throughout history, climaxing with the 

Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. We need to try to understand other people, and with respect, place 

ourselves in the shoes of another. We need to listen, and not allow our feelings to get the best of us. Since God is 

patiently working in us, we should reciprocate with the understanding of the debt we owe to God and the 

unfathomable love and concern He has for us. Love puts us in another's shoes. 

This passage echoes one of the original problems this church faced and that Paul addresses in this Epistle, and that 

was lawsuits. One will not easily sue if one is not easily angered. When we get love right, then we can get life right 

and be happier, healthier, and more joyful and content. Our families will not be dysfunctional and Living Word will 

be a joyous, thriving community of Christ, reaching out to the world, welcoming all, and making disciples of Jesus 

Christ. This all hinges on how we understand and implement love. We can control our annoyances, frustrations, 

irritations-even our anger with love, if we look to Christ. If we can see Him as our head (because He is), then we 

can be Christ-seeking and not self-seeking. Relationship building and edifying and not tearing down or causing 

dysfunction and strife will become the prime assets for a contented life and a healthy church. With real, true love, 

we can be authentic Christians living out our transformed lives and our best for His glory, regardless of our 

circumstances. 

 Empathy is made up of two characters-sympathy and understanding. How does showing empathy also show the 

love of our Lord? How has Christ showed empathy to you? Why is this important? 

 How does love help us be submissive to God and be better examples to others? How does your faith factor in with 

your love? 

 What would happen in your family and at Living Word if more people, including you, got love right and practice it 

more? 

 How do you react when someone at school or church or work hurts you? What can you do to not allow insults or 

past failures to get you down or anger you? What can you do to be better at accepting allowances for the 

shortcomings of others? 



Saturday: 1 Corinthians 13:1-5 

When God tells us that love keeps no record of wrongs, He means we do keep some sort of mental list of wrongs 

done to us.  We have all heard people say, “I’ll forgive you, but I’ll never forget”.  That is exactly what we as 

Christians must not do! Rather, we are to look for the positive things that happen in our relationships, and to affirm 

others. We are to seek reconciliation and forgiveness, never strife or dissention. We should not go around with a 

negative attitude, but rather with one that is positive, enthusiastic, and equipping to God's people. We are not to 

keep track of the mistreatments we may receive from friends or our spouse. Because God loves us so much, He 

does not keep a scorecard of our sins as long as we honestly repent of them. We do not need to reflect negatively 

or gossip about the flaws of other people in order to elevate ourselves. God refuses to do that to us. Love lets 

things such as resentment and anger go, so they do not build up and destroy us and our relationships. 

This passage also points us to the fact that it is God's power of love that is to lead us--personally, as a church 

community, and as a family. The essential framework upon which to build a healthy home or church is to 

understand what our prime purpose is, and that is to glorify Christ, not to please our comforts or desires. Love is 

selfless, not selfish. We do this when we love so we can shine before God by holding and applying His vital truth. 

We will shine for the Lord, making Him known in a dark world! We can't do that in the self-made prison constructed 

with the bricks of our past and fears or the bars of our hurts and insecurity or the locks made from of our pride that 

will not let things go. 

 Have you ever kept track of the faults of others? How did that make you feel? How did that work for you? How 

does forgiveness make you feel? 

 How do you handle forgiveness? How do you respond when others forgive you? What do you do with opportunities 

that our Lord has for you? 

 How does reconciliation and forgiveness improve your joy in life? What does strife or dissention do to your joy? 

 What happens when you go around with resentment or a negative attitude? What does it take for you to have a 

positive attitude? 

 What would our lives be like if God kept a scorecard of our sins? Why does God allow us to honestly repent? How 

does this relate to how you are to treat people? 

 Why would a Christian want to wallow in their troubles, blaming everyone else and not take responsibility? Why 

would one not want to forgive, move on with life, and be more joyful and content? 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 


