
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (June 27 – July 2, 2016) 
 
Monday: Psalm 119 
God has perfectly loved creation from the beginning.  Sanctification is the product of perfect love. Because someone 
or something cannot be loved perfectly and not grow towards perfection.  Thus God’s perfect love for God’s creation 
has from the beginning of time been trying to align creation’s imperfection with God’s perfect love and will.  Although 
we believe that God’s love was perfectly expressed in the person of Jesus Christ we do see that God had been loving 
and guiding God’s people before the birth of Jesus. Psalm 119 is an excellent example of how individuals understood 
God’s love and sanctification before Jesus through the Law of Moses. The last line “please don’t leave me alone” or 
“Do not forsake me utterly” expresses the idea that those who follow God’s way are in relationship with God. God 
does not abandon the righteous, in fact God dwells with them.  
 

 Where have you experienced love? Where have you experienced the love of God? 

 God has always loved perfectly but is clear that creation has not always understood being loved by God perfectly. 
Why do you think it is hard to be loved? 

 How has or how does love affect you? 
 
Tuesday: John 17:13-19 
Although God has always loved all of creation – we the created, have always struggled to understand that love.  God 
loved through covenant. God loved through the law. When the people of God still could not grasp this love, God sent 
Jesus – Immanuel, God with us. God’s presence came and dwelled among us as a tangible perfect expression of God’s 
perfect love for creation.  This passage from John shows us that even though humanity still did not fully comprehend 
the depth of God’s love that God still desired for creation to be brought into right relationship with God’s Self.  Verse 
19 states “I made myself holy on their behalf so that they also would be made holy in the truth”, “And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth”. 
 

 How do our relationships change us?  

 Who do you spend time with? How does your behavior change based on who you are with? 

 What do you think of verse 16; “They do not belong to the world. Just as I do not belong to the world.”? 

 Can you have sanctification without relationship? 
 
Wednesday: 1 John 4:7-10 
Verse 10 - “This is love: it is not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son as the sacrifice that deals 
with our sins.”  
 
We are not the originators of love - God is. We can see throughout scripture that God has loved creation but there is 
something special about Jesus. Through the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus the world was able to 
see God’s love in a unique way. Just as Jesus loved us and taught us about God’s love so do we love and teach others 
to love because when we practice love we are drawn closer to God. 
 

 How would you describe love to others? 

 How has your understanding of love changed as you have grown and experienced new things and people?  

 Have you ever loved someone or something so much you cannot explain it? 

 How do you think God loves us?  
 
Thursday: 1 John 4: 11-19 
Verses 16-17 - “So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love 
abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 
Day of Judgment, because as He is, so are we in this world”.  
 
If God is love. Then the more we learn to love and be loved the more we learn to be with God. The more we are with 
God the more we are changed and affected by God. We cannot be in relationship with a perfect being and not learn 
to be better. God’s love for us is moving us towards perfection while we learn to be loved and share God’s love with 
others.  If the Kingdom of God is the way the world should be (the perfection of creation)… then practicing love is 



how we help bring about the kingdom of God. We pray every week “thy kingdom come they will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven”. Our response to these words should be to love God and one another.  
 

 Verse 21 states “This commandment we have from Him: Those who claim to love God ought to love their brother 
and sister also”.  Its one thing to talk about loving people but actually doing it is harder. Why is it easy to talk about 
love but hard to practice love? 

 How do you see love represented in our society? How does it conflict with your understanding of love or how you 
see love represented in scripture? 

 How can you learn to love or practice love? 
 
Friday: Colossians 3:1-17 
For many this passage is uncomfortable. It uses terms like death and offers us a litany of common sins and for many 
this passage reminds us of fire and brimstone preaching that would have us run to God through fear rather than love. 
Fear shows itself in many forms – hate, racism, selfishness, etc. Fear would have us isolate ourselves. Love is the 
opposite of fear – instead of isolation love would have us move outside ourselves and see ourselves as part of 
something greater. The only thing that love and fear have in common is that they are both easily shared. As Christians 
we are called to put aside fear and embrace love.  This passage is not supposed to instill fear. The goal of this passage 
is to show us the need to change, to repent. Repentance is not an act of fear but an act of love. We do not repent to 
avoid punishment we repent because we have seen something better and we want to be a part of it. Repentance is 
the act of setting aside those things that promote fear and picking up the things that promote love.  
 

 The first step to fixing a problem is acknowledging we have one. Repentance is acknowledging your brokenness and 
asking for God’s help. Where do you need God’s help? 

 One of my roles as a pastor is having the opportunity to talk to people when they need help, have prayer requests, 
or just want to chat. Who in your life can you talk to about matters of faith? Have you tried talking to them? 

 Verse 12 says this “Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience”. When we repent we turn from things that are not life-giving. What are you doing or what can you do 
to replace the things you left behind with things that are good? 
 
Saturday: Romans 6:1-14 
Something happened when we started believing in and following Christ. Something changed in us that is sometimes 
hard to explain. What we know is that we have been made different. Christ gave us a great gift when we were taken 
from death to life through the forgiveness of sins but the best part is not only have we been healed, we are freed to 
grow.  
 
Verse 14 states “Sin will have no power over you, because you aren’t under the Law but under grace”. Freedom from 
sin is a powerful moment but what good is freedom if it’s not exercised.  All of us have been given grace and all of us 
will have the opportunity to grow in grace. Just as God’s love saved us from ourselves, God’s love is still with us, 
guiding us, helping us to become something more – something perfect. It should be our goal to keep choosing love 
and to not return to those things that are not loving. Sanctification is a process and it is good to know that God will 
continue to show us grace as we struggle to be loved and love others. 
 

 Why do you think loving and being loved is so hard? 

 Why do you think scripture continues to warn us about falling back into our old ways? 

 What does it mean to die to sin? (Verse 2) 

 Why do you think this passage uses death language; “baptized into His death” and “Crucified with Him”? How does 
this apply to sanctification?  
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