
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	25	–30,	2016)	
	

	
Monday:	Luke	14:25-33	
When	 Jesus	 said	 this	He	was	 on	 the	 road	 to	 Jerusalem,	where	He	 knew,	 and	 had	 even	 told	His	 disciples,	 He	
would	be	killed.	Because	of	that,	it	was	enormously	important	to	Jesus	to	make	certain	His	disciples	understood	
certain	things---so	He	gave	 it	 to	them	straight---no	sugar	coating	here!	 	 In	the	most	black	and	white	terms	He	
told	them	that	the	one	who	followed	Him	was	not	on	easy	street,	and	should	not	expect	comfort	in	this	life---but	
must	be	willing	to	lay	it	all	down.		Those	who	follow	Him	must	be	all	in---totally	committed.		
	
In	truth	it	is	quite	possible	to	be	a	fan	of	Jesus	without	being	a	disciple;	to	be	a	fan	is	to	follow	Jesus	as	long	as…	
And	the	second	half	of	the	sentence	can	be	countless	things.		I	will	follow	Jesus	as	long	as	He	does	not	ask	too	
much	of	me.		I	will	follow	Jesus	as	long	as	it	is	convenient	for	me.		I	will	follow	Jesus	as	long	as	I	get	what	I	want.		
I	will	follow	Jesus	as	long	as	it	is	not	uncomfortable	to	me.	But	being	a	fan	is	a	VERY	different	thing	than	being	a	
disciple.		Being	a	disciple	means	to	be	committed,	to	be	“all	in”;	to	be	willing	to	carry	a	cross	for	Christ.	It	is	one	
of	the	greatest	weaknesses	of	the	church,	that	in	it	there	are	so	many	fans	of	Jesus	and	so	few	real	disciples.	
	

• Do	you	consider	yourself	an	“all	in”	disciple	of	Jesus,	or	merely	a	fan?	
• Far	more	importantly,	what	would	Jesus	consider	you?	
• Why	does	Jesus	say	we	must	be	willing	to	pick	up	a	cross	to	follow	Him?	

	
Tuesday:	2	Kings	2:1-13	
Elisha	was	going	to	take	over	the	ministry	of	Elijah,	but	this	would	mean	a	great	deal	of	responsibility	 for	this	
young	prophet.	Would	he	be	equal	to	the	challenge?	Would	he	have	what	was	needed?	
	
The	ability	to	do	the	ministry	was	never	a	problem,	because	Elisha,	like	all	of	us,	received	the	ability	to	do	what	
God	was	asking	through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	real	question	would	be,	did	Elisha	have	the	spiritual	
character	to	face	the	trials	and	pressures	of	serving	God	in	a	world	that	isn’t	overly	enamored	with	the	ways	of	
God?	He	would	need	courage,	endurance,	and	loyalty.		
	
After	months	of	training	and	following	Elijah,	would	Elisha	be	willing	to	continue?	Was	he	determined	to	follow	
through	and	 stay	with	Elijah	 to	 the	very	end	 that	he	might	 take	on	 the	 tremendous	 responsibility	 that	would	
follow	Elijah’s	departure?	Or	would	he	turn	away	when	the	going	got	rough?		
	
Three	different	times	Elijah	asks	Elisha	to	stay	where	they	were	while	he	 journeyed	on	as	commanded	by	the	
Lord:	first	from	Gilgal	 to	Bethel,	then	from	Bethel	 to	 Jericho,	and	finally	from	Jericho	to	 Jordan.	At	both	Bethel	
and	Jericho	there	were	schools	for	the	training	of	prophets,	virtual	seminaries	for	training	young	men	to	teach	
the	 Word	 and	 use	 their	 gifts	 for	 the	 Lord.	 Elijah	 was	 evidently	 the	 head	 of	 these	 schools	 and	 God	 was	
undoubtedly	sending	him	to	bid	them	farewell	and	to	encourage	them	in	their	work	before	he	was	taken.	
	
The	Bible	does	not	tell	us	why	Elijah	requested	Elisha	to	stay	behind.	Some	believe	it	was	because	of	humility.	
Perhaps	he	did	not	want	anyone	to	see	the	glorious	thing	that	was	about	to	happen	to	him,	but	God	wanted	a	
witness.	 But	 it	 was	 probably	 a	 test.	 Elijah	wanted	 to	 know	 that	 Elisha	 had	what	 it	 took.	 God	 often	 uses	 the	
personalities	and	lives	of	others	to	work	in	our	own	lives	in	various	ways.	We	need	to	recognize	this	and	respond	
in	faith	to	what	He	is	doing.	Is	there	someone	whose	life	motivates	or	encourages	you?		
	
Each	time,	Elisha	refused	to	stay	behind.	He	even	used	a	double	oath	to	show	his	“all	 in”	commitment	to	stay	
with	his	teacher	to	the	very	last.	He	said,	“As	the	Lord	lives	and	as	you	yourself	live,	I	will	not	leave	you.”	Clearly	
Elijah	did	not	object;	which	is	one	of	the	indications	that	this	was	a	test.		
	

• What	does	 this	 teach	us	 about	 Elisha	 and	 about	 the	 kind	of	 character	God	wants	 in	 leaders	 and	 all	 believers	
since	we	are	all	called	to	be	leaders	

• Is	there	an	area	in	your	life	where	God	is	testing	you?		What	do	you	need	to	do	in	order	to	pass	that	test?	



	
Wednesday:	2	Kings	2:1-13	continued	
Elisha’s	reaction	demonstrates	a	teachable	spirit,	a	desire	to	learn	and	know	more	about	the	Lord	and	ministry.	
Certainly	by	this	time,	as	Elijah’s	servant	and	student,	Elisha	knew	a	great	deal.	He	also	knew	he	had	really	only	
begun.	Isn’t	that	the	case	with	all	of	us?	No	one	has	a	corner	on	knowing	God.	Elisha	was	a	man	eager	to	learn	
and	experience	more	of	knowing	 the	Lord.	 It	also	shows	 that	he	was	 loyal,	 loving	and	committed	 to	ministry.	
Elijah	 could	 certainly	 use	 his	 help	 and	 companionship	 over	 these	 journeys.	 This	 demonstrated	 Elisha’s	
commitment	to	others	as	a	servant,	the	most	fundamental	requirement	of	leadership.	
	
Are	you	serving	God	in	the	church?	God	has	called	you	into	ministry,	not	comfort.		This	means	a	disciple	of	Jesus	
must	 be	 willing	 to	 go	 the	 extra	 mile.	 This	 shows	 us	 Elisha	 really	 cared	 for	 his	 teacher.	 How	 we	 need	 loyal	
Christians	who	are	not	 just	 looking	out	for	themselves	and	what	they	can	get	out	of	a	church	or	their	 leaders.	
We	need	servants	who	are	genuinely	concerned	for	others	and	determined	to	find	ways	to	serve.	By	contrast,	
we	are	too	often	quick	to	criticize	and	cut	others	down	when	we	ought	to	be	looking	for	ways	to	help.	
	
This	also	shows	us	that	Elisha	was	devoted	to	God’s	calling.	This	means	God’s	priorities	and	goals	directed	and	
controlled	his	life.	The	Lord	had	gifted	him	with	the	gift	of	a	prophet.	He	was	called	to	the	work	of	a	prophet.	He	
was	not	ruled	by	other	desires	that	could	turn	him	off	course	and	make	him	unavailable	to	God	and	others.	His	
attitude	was	 like	what	 the	Apostle	Paul	expressed	 in	the	Philippians.	“Not	 that	 I	have	already	obtained	 it,	or	
have	already	become	perfect,	but	I	press	on	in	order	that	I	may	lay	hold	of	that	for	which	also	I	was	laid	hold	
of	by	Christ	Jesus.”	(Philippians	3:12)		
	
As	a	prophet,	Elisha	undoubtedly	knew	that	Elijah	would	be	taken.	Elisha	somehow	sensed	that	being	there	at	
that	time	was	vital	to	his	calling	and	the	fulfillment	of	the	work	God	had	called	him	to	do.	He	was	determined,	by	
God’s	grace	that	nothing	was	going	to	keep	him	from	being	the	person	and	the	man	God	wanted.	
	

• What	are	you	feeling	called	to	do	for	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
• What	ministry	excites	you?		What	is	something	that	you	feel	passionate	about?		What	are	you	tangibly	doing	to	

help	that	ministry?	
	
Thursday:	John	21:1-14	
Jesus	continued	to	appear	to	His	disciples	after	He	rose	from	the	dead.	He	went	to	seven	of	His	Disciples	and	
challenged	 them	 to	 awake	 from	 their	 confusion	 and	 grief	 and	 do	 the	mission	 at	 hand.	 They	 had	 returned	 to	
fishing	in	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	perhaps	because	that	was	their	profession	or	because	they	did	not	know	what	to	do	
or	because	they	had	lost	their	focus.	So,	Peter	went	fishing;	Thomas,	Nathanael,	John,	and	James	followed	suite,	
but,	they	caught	no	fish,	which	was	unusual.	They	kept	at	it	all	night;	when	dawn	came,	so	did	the	Lord.	Jesus	
was	 beside	 the	 shore	 and	 called	 out	 to	 them;	friends,	 did	 you	 catch	 any	 fish?	They	 replied,	no.	Then	 Jesus	
said,	throw	out	your	net	to	the	right	and	you	will	catch	plenty.	Of	course,	they	knew	night	was	the	best	time	to	
fish,	but	with	all	 the	commotion,	there	would	be	no	fish	there.	But,	having	what	Yogi	Berra	called	“déjà	vu	all	
over	again”;	John	remembered	another	time	when	something	almost	exactly	the	same	happened---and	then	the	
light	dawned	on	him---it	was	Jesus!		He	cried	out	in	joy;	and	when	Peter	heard	that	it	was	Jesus,	the	others	only	
heard	a	splash!	Peter	put	his	coat	on,	jumped	in,	and	swam	to	shore,	while	the	rest	pulled	in	the	enormous	catch	
to	the	shore.	Meanwhile,	Jesus	had	breakfast	ready	for	them	as	they	hauled	in	153	large	fish,	the	net	not	even	
tearing;	 this	was	 amazing!	 They	were	 in	 awe	of	 this	 catch	 and	more	 so	of	 the	wonder	of	 our	 Lord	 as	He	 fed	
them.	This	was	the	third	time	Jesus	appeared	to	His	Disciples	after	He	had	risen.	
	
We	are	chosen	by	God	and	by	God	alone	for	our	Christian	journey,	because	we	are	not	at	our	final	destination.	
Rather,	each	of	us	is	in	a	process	in	life	and	faith.	As	long	as	we	have	breath,	God	is	not	finished	with	us	yet;	He	is	
still	 at	 work	 in	 you,	 He	 deeply	 loves	 you,	 and	wants	 you	 to	 draw	 ever	 so	 nearer	 to	 Him.	We	 need	 to	 avoid	
slipping	 into	 unbelief	 and	 cynicism	 just	 because	 we	 can't	 wrap	 our	 minds	 around	 it	 or	 because	 we	 are	
disappointed.	Yet,	this	 is	where	we	all	can	easily	 live,	because	following	Jesus	 in	a	world	that	 is	not	enamored	
with	the	ways	of	God	can	be	so	hard	and	confusing.	We	can	learn	from	it,	no	matter	what,	so	we	can	have	joy	
and	praise	God	for	His	guidance	from	His	Word	and	Holy	Spirit,	and,	as	we	walk	in	Christ,	we	can	always	know	



God	was	the	One	who	created	us	to	walk	and	continues	to	teach	us.	"He	who	began	a	good	work	in	you	will	
carry	it	on	to	completion."	(Philippians	1:6)	

• What	has	Jesus	done	to	help	you	awake	from	confusion,	grief,	and	compliancy?	How	can	His	enablement	help	
you	recognize	and	do	the	mission	at	hand?	

• Have	you	ever	been	in	awe	of	the	wonder	of	our	Lord?	Has	Jesus	ever	fed	you?	How	so?	
• How	does	it	give	you	comfort	that	God	is	not	finished	with	you	yet,	but	that	He	is	still	at	work	in	you?	
• How	do	you	feel	about	how	Jesus	deeply	loves	you	and	wants	you	to	draw	ever	nearer	to	Him?	What	will	you	do	

with	this	information?	
	
Friday:	Matthew	16:21-28	
Peter,	who	had	just	boldly	proclaimed	his	faith,	quickly	forgets	it	and	stumbles	by	pursuing	what	he	wants,	and	
not	 what	 God	 wants.	 He	 sees	 that	 the	 Lord	 is	 in	 danger	 and	 thinks	 it	 is	 his	 role	 to	 protect	 The	 God	 of	 the	
universe.	He	does	not	see	Jesus'	will	and	plan,	and	desires	to	protect	the	Lord	from	His	willful	destiny.	Peter,	the	
stone	is	now	Peter,	the	stumbling	block.	
		
Christ	calls	us	to	take	up	the	cross	and	deny	ourselves;	this	is	extreme	discipleship,	a	call	that	is	to	cancel	out	our	
will	so	we	can	submit	to	His.	When	we	confess	Christ	as	our	Savior,	it	means	He	is	our	Lord.	We	are	to	surrender	
to	His	direction,	call,	and	purpose.	When	we	claim	to	be	His,	we	need	to	commit	and	follow,	leaving	behind	all	
that	hinders	and	causes	us	to	go	astray.	This	goes	against	our	will	and	our	culture	that	says,	you	are	number	one,	
and	you	deserve	whatever	you	want.	But,	usually	what	we	want	is	not	what	is	best.	When	we	deny	ourselves,	
we	are	liberating	ourselves	from	misdirected	ways	to	His	way,	from	temporary,	skewed	fun	to	eternal	wonder.		
	
The	ultimate	battle	in	life	is	not	with	weapons,	it	is	with	wills.	This	passage	is	not	about	choosing	suffering;	it	is	
about	following	God's	will	regardless	of	suffering.	This	means	we	surrender	our	will	to	His.	This	means	we	are	
focused	upon	building	our	lives	on	His	precepts,	not	ours.	The	only	way	to	be	a	real,	authentic	follower	of	our	
Lord	Jesus	Christ	is	to	deny	what	we	want	and	pursue	what	He	wants	(Read	John	3:29-30;	Galatians	5:24).	This	
means	 that	who	we	 are	 and	 how	we	 are,	 to	 God	 and	 others	 around	 us,	 is	 essential.	We	must	 never	 be	 the	
stumbling	 stone,	 trying	 to	muddle	with	God's	 plans	 for	ourselves	or	others.	We	must	 conduct	ourselves	with	
utmost	integrity	(Read	Psalm	15)	that	points	to	His	example.	Jesus	does	not	force	us	to	submit	and	surrender;	He	
models	it	for	us	to	follow.	
	

• We	tend	to	see	 life	 in	terms	of	the	power	and	possessions	we	have,	but	God	sees	the	value	of	 life	 in	spiritual	
growth	that	leads	to	the	character	and	relationships	we	form.	How	do	you	struggle	in	this	area?	What	would	it	
take	to	succeed	in	God's	ways	more,	instead	of	the	world’s?	

• How	is	it	that	the	ultimate	battle	in	life	is	not	with	arms,	it	is	with	wills?	
• Where	 are	 you	 in	 the	 process	 of	 sanctification?	What	 are	 the	 things	 that	 hinder	 you?	 How	 have	 you	 been	

transformed	so	far?	What	parts	of	your	life	still	need	to	be	transformed?	
• Why	 is	 it	 the	only	way	 to	be	a	 real,	 authentic	 follower	of	our	 Lord	 Jesus	Christ	 is	 to	deny	what	we	want	and	

pursue	what	He	wants?	Why	is	this	so	hard?	Why	do	so	few	Christians	do	this?	Have	you?	
	
Saturday:	John	6:52-71	
The	Disciples	started	to	argue	with	one	another	as	to	what	Jesus	was	teaching,	thinking	about	and	taking	Jesus'	
words	 literally	whereas	He	used	parables,	allegories,	and	word	pictures	to	make	His	point.	So,	they	turned	off	
their	brains	and	chose	to	argue	instead	of	understanding	or	seeking	help	in	understanding,	just	like	so	many	of	
us	do	today.	Jesus	was	teaching	in	the	Synagogue	in	Capernaum,	and	the	Disciples	asked,	how	can	Jesus	give	us	
His	flesh	to	eat?	Jesus	answered	them	with	more	allegory:	unless	you	eat	the	flesh	of	the	Son	of	Man	and	drink	
His	blood,	you	cannot	receive	eternal	 life;	for	those	who	do	remain	 in	me	will	receive	the	just	 inheritance	as	 I	
will	remain	in	them.	I	live	by	the	power	of	the	living	Father	who	sent	me,	as	it	is	for	those	who	trust	and	obey	by	
partaking	in	me.	I	am	the	true	bread;	and	as	I	live	forever,	so	will	you.		
	
This	was	too	hard	for	many	to	understand	so	they	started	to	leave	Jesus.	They	could	not	accept	nor	were	they	
even	willing	to	try	to	understand;	instead,	they	chose	to	complain	and	fret	when	they	could	have	had	it	all.	Jesus	
asked,	does	 my	 teaching	 offend	 you?	 Human	 efforts	 to	 save	 accomplish	 nothing;	 only	 the	 Father	 can	 bring	



people	to	me!	Do	you	think	you	can	save	yourselves?	When	I	will	show	you	by	returning	to	heaven	that	what	I	
have	said	is	true,	you	must	believe.	But,	many	would	refuse	and	some	would	betray	Him.	Then,	Jesus	challenged	
the	faith	and	 loyalty	of	the	Twelve.	Will	you	too	abandon	me?	Peter	responded;	“Lord,	where	would	we	go	to	
gain	eternal	life?	We	believe	that	you	are	indeed	the	Holy	One	of	God.”	Jesus	responded:	I	chose	the	twelve	of	
you,	but	one	is	the	devil	who	will	betray	me.	
	
After	Jesus'	miracles	and	teachings,	the	multitude	of	people	started	to	leave,	going	back	to	their	old	ways	and	
missing	the	greatest	opportunity	in	human	history.	The	God	who	came	to	save	was	not	received,	and	was	even	
scornfully	 rejected.	These	people	could	not	get	beyond	the	 literal	meaning	of	 Jesus'	 teachings;	 they	wanted	a	
show	or	easy	belief-ism	or	 just	help	 for	 today	with	no	hope	 for	 tomorrow.	This	 thinking	 leaves	behind	a	great	
spiritual	substance	that	would	last	for	eternity	for	something	that	is	fleeting	or	blocked	by	our	hurt	feelings	or	
the	complaint	that	He	did	not	meet	their	expectations.	
	
For	us	to	develop	trust	and	break	down	those	barriers	that	hinder	us,	we	must	grow	deeper	in	Christ;	we	have	to	
realize	what	He	is	doing	and	trust	Him.	We	have	to	see	that	His	truth,	which	is	for	us	today,	and	His	work,	will	
continue;	allow	 it	 to	give	us	hope.	God	 is	working;	He	 is	willing	and	able	 to	work	 in	you!	He	 is	working	 in	our	
internal	lives	and	external	events;	He	is	working	through	the	pressures	and	problems	that	come	to	each	one	of	
us;	He	is	working	in	the	very	circumstances	in	which	you	find	yourself	today,	whether	at	home,	work,	school,	or	
in	 relationships.	What	you	need	 to	know	 is	where	God	 is	moving	 in	your	 life,	and	 then	work	with	God.	Allow	
Christ	to	carry	you	over	your	pride,	hurts,	fears,	circumstances,	anxieties,	or	any	other	barrier	so	you	can	be	His	
instrument	 to	 yourself	 and	 others.	 Then,	 allow	 this	 choice	 to	 endure-to	 be	 in	 line	with	what	God	does.	Only	
God's	work	will	last.	God	desires	for	us	to	become	good	and	to	grow,	and	He	provides	the	means	for	us	to	do	so!	
	

• The	Twelve	could	have	easily	gotten	up	and	followed	the	crowd	and	gone	back	to	fishing;	why	didn't	they?	
• Why	would	good	teachers	make	their	lessons	hard	to	understand?	Why	do	we	need	to	think	and	go	beyond	our	

literal	thinking	to	make	a	deeper	connection	with	God?	
• Do	 you	 think	what	 Jesus	 is	 saying	 is	 too	 hard	 for	 people	 to	 understand?	Do	 you	understand	 it?	Why	did	 the	

people	start	to	leave	Jesus?	
• Jesus	calls	us	to	examine	our	mindsets	and	see	how	we	betray	Him.	Are	you	loyal	and	trustworthy	with	what	He	

has	given?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	Jesus	is	seeking	genuine	followers-not	shallow	consumers	who	just	come	to	get	

fed?	
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