
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	4	–	9,	2016)	
	
Monday:	July	4:	John	13:1-17	
During	 the	 American	 Revolution,	 on	 a	 cold,	 dark	 winter	 morning,	 a	 soldier	 rode	 out	 of	 his	 encampment	 and	
noticed	a	group	of	his	comrades	desperately	trying	to	put	a	log	on	the	top	of	a	wall	they	were	building.	Each	time	
they	attempted	 it,	 the	beam	fell.	The	men	were	exhausted	and	 ready	 to	give	up.	The	only	 thing	stopping	 them	
from	throwing	in	the	towel	was	a	corporal,	who	was	barking	orders.	

The	 soldier	asked	 the	noncommissioned	officer	why	he	didn’t	 lend	a	hand.	 “Don’t	 you	 see,	 I’m	a	 corporal?”	he	
answered,	 not	 realizing	who	he	was	 talking	 to.	Without	 saying	 a	word,	 the	 soldier	 dismounted	 and	helped	 the	
infantrymen	put	the	timber	in	place.	He	then	told	the	men	that	if	they	needed	any	assistance	again,	just	send	for	
him—General	George	Washington,	their	commander	and	chief.	

Why	would	George	Washington	take	time	to	help	build	a	wall?	Because	the	man	who	would	become	the	father	of	
our	country	knew	that	the	war	could	not	be	won	without	the	loyalty	of	his	troops.	Our	country’s	success	depended	
on	their	success.	And	the	way	he	accomplished	this	task	was	through	servant	leadership.	

Today,	more	than	230	years	later,	his	actions	are	still	applicable.	So,	on	this	Independence	Day,	I	would	like	to	use	
the	example	and	values	of	George	Washington	to	help	us	learn	how	to	be	better	servant	leaders.		

1.	Choose	to	practice	a	radical	integrity.	
Everyone	 knows	 the	 story	 of	Washington	 and	 the	 cherry	 tree.	 It	 is	 almost	 certainly	 apocryphal,	 but	 the	 entire	
reason	 that	 story	 became	 associated	 with	 Washington	 was	 because	 of	 his	 incredible	 integrity	 and	 honesty.	
Through	 his	 words	 and	 deeds,	he	 proved	 over	 and	 over	 again	 that	 he	 would	 do	 the	 right	 thing	and	 could	 be	
absolutely	trusted,	and	people	noticed,	because	actions	always	speaks	louder	than	words.	By	doing	your	best	each	
day,	always	telling	the	truth,	and	simply	putting	Jesus	first,	you	will	get	people’s	attention,	and	make	your	witness	
credible.	

2.	Respect	the	dignity	of	every	person.	
Washington	spent	as	much	time	trying	to	feed,	arm	and	clothe	his	soldiers	as	he	did	actually	 leading	the	troops	
into	battle.	Washington	served	as	commander	in	chief	without	pay.	He	always	put	others	first—including	enemy	
prisoners	who	he	housed	and	fed.	As	a	servant	leader,	he	followed	the	Golden	Rule.	“Do	to	others	as	you	would	
have	them	do	to	you.”	 (Luke	6:31).	Putting	the	needs	of	his	 troops	and	his	country	before	his	own	and	treating	
everyone	he	met	with	dignity	and	respect	helped	make	Washington	the	true	hero	that	he	is.	

Tuesday:	Matthew	28:16-20		
To	evangelize	means	to	proclaim	the	Good	News	of	the	Gospel	of	Christ.		Jesus	in	giving	the	Great	Commission	to	
the	 eleven	 apostles	 says	 in	Matthew	 28:19-20,	 "Go	 therefore	 and	make	 disciples	 of	 all	 the	 nations,	 baptizing	
them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	things	I	have	
commanded	you."		Imagine	Jesus	saying	these	words	to	eleven	of	us	today	and	we	were	one	of	the	eleven.		What	
would	be	our	reaction?		Impossible?		Incredible?		Absurd?		Or	Lord	don't	you	see	there	are	only	eleven	of	us?	Or	
would	we	think	"Yes	Jesus,	you	can	count	on	me."			

When	explaining	why	he	has	devoted	his	life	to	evangelism,	St.	Paul	writes:	"I	am	under	obligation	both	to	Greeks	
and	 to	 barbarians,	both	 to	 the	 wise	 and	 to	 the	 foolish."	 (Romans	 1:14)	 	 In	 like	manner	 today	 we	 are	 under	
obligation	to	every	non-Christian	because	we	have	the	Good	News	that	can	save	his/her	soul.		This	places	us	under	
obligation	to	share	the	Gospel	with	the	lost	so	they	can	be	saved.		Because	someone	loved	us	enough	to	teach	us	
the	truth,	shouldn't	we	do	as	much	for	someone	else?			

In	the	first	century	the	Good	News	of	the	Gospel	caused	such	great	excitement	that	"And	daily	in	the	temple	and	
from	house	to	house	they	ceased	not	to	teach	and	preach	Jesus"	(Acts	5:42).	 	We	need	to	be	as	excited	today.		



And	even	when	they	were	being	heavily	persecuted,	some	even	to	death,	we	read	in	Acts	8:4,	"Therefore	those	
who	were	scattered	abroad	went	everywhere	preaching	 the	word."	 	What	should	stop	us	 today?	 	We	are	not	
being	persecuted.		We	have	many	more	advantages.		We	are	without	excuse.	

Successful	evangelism	is	accomplished	one	person	at	a	time.		Evangelism	is	not	only	to	be	done	in	distant	lands,	
but	we	must	also	teach	those	near	us,	our	next	door	neighbors.			God	will	be	with	us	as	we	teach	His	word	to	the	
lost.		We	will	be	successful	because	of	God:	"I	can	do	all	things	through	Christ	who	strengthens	me."	(Philippians	
4:13)			When	we	realize	that	it	is	not	up	to	us	to	do	it;	but	rather	it	is	up	to	us	to	surrender	control	to	God	and	let	
God	do	it	through	us,	we	can	do	all	things.		

• When	was	the	last	time	you	shared	your	faith	in	Christ	with	someone?	
• When	was	the	last	time	you	invited	someone	to	church?	
• If	your	answer	to	either	of	these	questions	was	more	than	a	week	ago,	why?	

Wednesday:	Matthew	4:18-22	
A	 strange,	 kind,	 compassionate	 and	 insightful	 person	 approached	 a	 small	 group	of	 young	 fishermen	working	 in	
their	family	fishing	business	to	challenge	them	to	make	a	life	changing	decision.	They	were	all	mesmerized	by	this	
man’s	teaching,	and	had	heard	about,	and	probably	witnessed	some	of	these	man’s	miracles.	Their	substance	and	
living	depended	on	fishing.	They	provided	a	much	needed	and	vital	food	to	their	region	-	fish;	which	they	caught	
with	nets	 suspended	 from	 the	back	of	 their	 boats.	 The	 floats	 and	weights	 that	 spread	out	 the	nets	 to	 catch	as	
many	as	possible	as	 they	rowed	 in	 the	Sea	of	Galilee,	was	done	much	the	same	as	 fishing	boats	operate	 today.	
Then	 the	 fish	were	 dried,	 cured	with	 salt	 or	 pickled	 to	 preserve	 them,	 and	 then	 sold.	 They	were	 perhaps	 in	 a	
business	that	provided	them	with	a	much	higher	standard	of	 living	than	many	other	people	around	them.	A	call	
was	 extended	 to	 them	 and	 a	 response	 was	 given,	 a	 call	 without	 irresistible	 pressure,	 yet	 with	 passion	 and	
conviction.	"Follow	me."		

Here’s	the	thing:	that	call	was	unprecedented	in	their	culture	and	understanding.	Normally	a	student	would	seek	
out	a	teacher,	a	Rabbi.	A	Rabbi	would	never	seek	students,	as	it	was	a	pride	issue.	Jesus	modeled	that	we	are	to	be	
seekers	of	disciples	and	not	just	wait	for	them	to	come	to	us.	We	are	to	challenge	each	other	to	leave	our	comfort	
zone	and	enter	the	realm	of	His	worship	and	service.	

When	Jesus	said:	“Follow	me”;	He	did	not	mean	that	they	should	just	physically	follow	Him	on	the	road.	Following	
Jesus	means	 to	 be	 set	 apart,	 challenged,	 and	taught	 to	 be	 in	ministry	 and	mission.	 Just	 as	 they	 had	worked	 at	
catching	fish,	now	they	would	be	“catching”	people.		

The	 word	 "disciple"	 literally	 means	 someone	 who	 pledges	 to	 be	 a	 "learner”;	 someone	 who	 follows	 another's	
teaching,	 and	 adheres	 to	 it.	 Like	 learning	 a	 new	 language,	 or	 learning	 a	musical	 instrument,	 it	 is	 a	 process.	 It	
involves	commitment,	and	time	to	undertake	the	learning,	and,	as	a	Christian,	a	yearning	to	imitate	Jesus!	

Discipleship	is	also	reciprocal,	that	is,	when	one	learns,	he/she	makes	the	commitment	to	train	someone	else.	That	
is	what	Jesus	meant	by,	"I	will	make	you	fishers	of	people."	It	is	not	just	catching	them	and	then	storing	them;	it	is	
training,	and	equipping,	so	they,	too,	can	catch,	train,	and	place!	

Discipleship	is	the	primary	earthly	goal	of	the	Church	as	a	whole,	and	the	Christian	as	an	individual.	It	is	our	duty,	
and	the	one	thing	Christ	directly	commands	us	to	do	(Matthew	28:19-20).	In	so	doing,	we	will	become	more	and	
more	like	Jesus	each	day.		

• What	is	a	disciple?	
• What	happens	to	Living	Word	when	we	are	fully	committed	to	becoming	His	disciple?	What	would	happen	to	you?	



• Discipleship	has	a	cost.	Following	Christ	will	also	cost	us,	and	require	effort	and	consistency.	This	can	cause	fear	in	
a	lot	of	people.	How	can	you	develop	an	attitude	to	embrace	what	society,	family,	friends	fail	to	see	and	do?	

Thursday:	Matthew	9:35-38	
This	passage	is	a	great	culmination	of	all	that	Jesus	taught	and	shared	with	His	disciples.	In	the	following	chapter,	
Matthew	10,	we	see	that	it	is	now	the	disciples	turn	to	DO	what	Jesus	did	and	taught	to	them;	it	is	time	to	serve	
Jesus	with	their	lives.	But,	before	this,	we	see	that	Jesus	always	did	what	He	calls	us	to	do.	We	do	not	have	a	Lord	
who	sits	aloof	in	Heaven,	with	no	idea	or	comprehension	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	human,	and	to	serve,	firsthand.	
Our	Lord	served	and	taught,	 just	as	He	calls	us	to	serve	and	teach.	He	calls	us	to	reach	out	to	the	hopeless	and	
homeless,	the	rich	and	the	poor,	those	who	know	their	need	and	those	who	do	not;	we	are	simply	called	to	go	and	
proclaim	His	name,	just	as	He	did.		
		
The	biggest	barrier	to	what	God	has	called	us	to	be	is	not	how	people	will	respond	to	us;	rather,	it	is	finding	those	
who	will	go!	Jesus	was	confronting	this	biggest	barrier	to	evangelism	and	discipleship	both	then	and	today--	that	
of	motivation.	How	people	respond	to	His	message	is	not	our	concern.	We	are	to	proclaim	it	in	truth,	in	earnest,	
and	in	love.	We	cannot	be	responsible	for	anyone	other	than	ourselves--how	we	will	respond,	how	we	are	to	be	
laborers	to	harvest	His	field.	Our	being	idle,	and	not	responding	to	our	Lord,	is	a	very	sad	thing!	It	shows	that	we	
have	 no	 compassion,	 no	 trust,	 no	 love,	 and	 no	 care	 to	 the	One	who	 has	 given	 so	much	 of	 these	 things	 to	 us,	
without	merit,	when	we	refuse	to	model	it	to	others.	
	
If	you	find	yourself	being	indifferent,	with	no	compassion	for	the	lost,	and	hurting	in	your	church	or	 in	your	 life,	
then	you	have	a	big	problem!	This	 is	 a	problem	 that	most	Christians	have,	 a	problem	 that	 can	be	 remedied	by	
prayer,	and	earnest	surrender	to	the	Lordship	of	Jesus	Christ.	If	the	members	of	Living	Word	think,	"Hey,	I	am	too	
busy	 for	 this,"		"I	 have	 other	 important	 things	 to	 say	 and	 do,"	 "I	 cannot	 be	 interrupted	 from	my	 comfort	 and	
complacency,"	consider	how	Jesus	 interrupted	Himself	 for	you	(Read	Hebrews	7:25)!	Can	we	really	say	we	have	
compassion	for	the	lost	if	we	have	made	no	effort	to	teach	others	the	Gospel	(Read	Jeremiah	20:9)?	We	have	to	
be	willing	to	work	accordingly	to	God's	direction,	and	no	other.	May	the	Word	and	deeds	of	our	Lord	inspire	and	
motive	you!	Remember,	all	we	do	is	in	the	hands	of	God;	we	are	called	to	follow	Him,	obey,	and	pray.	These	are	
difficult	tasks,	but	take	comfort.	He	owns	the	harvest	and	we	will	receive	His	empowerment	and	backing	for	the	
task	(Read	John	14:12).	Remember,	prayer	does	not	merely	equip	us	for	a	greater	work.	It	is	the	greater	work!	
	

• Since	 our	 Lord	 is	 the	 quintessential	 model	 of	 faith	 and	 practice,	 what	 does	 this	 mean	 to	 you?	What	 are	 you	
modeling	to	those	around	you?	

• Do	you	gain	confidence	and	trust	for	empowerment	to	serve,	knowing	that	our	Lord	does	not	merely	sit	aloof	in	
Heaven,	with	no	idea	or	comprehension	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	human?	

• This	passage	tells	us	that	the	biggest	barrier	to	what	God	has	called	us	to	be	is	not	how	the	people	will	respond	to	
us;	rather,	it	is	finding	those	who	will	go!	What	are	your	thoughts	on	this?	

• Do	you	believe	 that	being	 idle,	and	not	 responding	 to	our	 Lord	 shows	we	may	not	have	any	compassion,	 trust,	
love,	or	care?	How	does	the	fact,	that	Jesus	is	the	One	who	has	given	us	so	much,	without	merit,	motivate	you?	

• Jesus	modeled	for	us	what	ministry	really	is.	So,	what	is	it?	How	does	your	church	interpret	what	ministry	is?	
		
Friday:	Matthew	7:13-23	
Part	of	our	hesitancy	to	evangelize	comes	from	the	fact	that	we	have	come	to	believe	that	we	do	not	have	to	be	a	
Christian	to	go	to	heaven.		Our	society	believes	that	as	long	as	you	are	a	“good	person”,	or	“spiritual”	or	part	of	
some	kind	of	 religion,	 you	are	 fine.	 	 But	 that	 simply	 is	 not	 true.	 	 The	 truth	 is	 Jesus	 is	 the	one	and	only	way	 to	
heaven.	 	He	 said	 so	Himself.	 	“Jesus	 told	him,	‘I	 am	 the	way,	 the	 truth,	 and	 the	 life.	No	one	 can	 come	 to	 the	
Father	except	through	me.’”	(John	14:6)	
		
Jesus	said	He	is	THE	way,	not	A	way.	And	that	is	why	we	evangelize;	because	God	wants	EVERYONE	to	be	saved,	
and	the	only	way	to	be	saved	 is	to	have	a	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ.	God	has	given	the	church	the	
responsibility	to	help	everyone	on	earth	come	to	know	Jesus.		That	is	the	purpose	of	the	church.			



We	all	need	to	come	to	the	point	where	we	realize	our	need,	both	for	salvation	and	to	know	God.			The	great	news	
is,	 that	 is	why	Jesus	came	to	earth---to	be	the	Way	to	become	one	with	God.	 Jesus	talks	about	the	narrow	way	
with	our	culture	in	mind.	Being	a	“good	person”	does	not	save	you---nor	does	being	spiritual---Jesus	saves	you.		So,	
if	you	choose	not	to	go	the	right	way,	if	you	choose	one	of	the	many	paths	that	our	culture	tells	you	you	can	take,	
then	you	will	be	in	big	trouble.	Not	because	God	is	out	to	get	you,	because	God	is	not.	Well,	actually	God	is	out	to	
get	you—get	you	out	of	the	death	sentence	you	are	in,	and	get	you	into	heaven!		Again,	that	is	why	Jesus	came!		

But,	God	will	not	force	us	to	conform	to	His	Way.	His	Way	is	offered,	but	it	is	up	to	us	to	accept.	As	followers	of	
Christ,	we	need	to	understand	how	loving	it	 is	to	help	someone	come	to	know	the	Way	to	life---and	conversely,	
how	cruel	it	is	to	not	reach	out	to	them.	

• In	your	opinion,	why	do	most	people	think	they	are	good	and	will	go	to	Heaven	when	they	die?	
• Where	 is	 your	 hope	 built?	Has	 it	 changed	 over	 the	 experiences	 of	 your	 life?	What	were	 the	 circumstances	 for	

those	changes?	
• We	all	need	to	come	to	the	point	where	we	realize	our	need	both	for	salvation,	and	to	know	God.	So,	how	can	you	

explain	this	to	nonbelievers	in	a	loving,	grace	filled	way?	

Saturday:	Matthew	25:31-46	
Jesus	 said	 that	 those	 who	 “know”	 Him	 will	 be	 saved,	 and	 those	 who	 do	 not	 “know”	 Him	 will	 not.	 	 In	 Jesus’	
language,	 the	word	 “know”	 is	 “yada”,	 and	 yada	means	 to	 have	 a	 very	 close	 and	 intimate	 relationship.	 	 In	 fact	
“yada”	was	used	as	a	euphemism	for	sexual	intercourse.		To	“know”	someone,	is	to	be	very	intimate	with	them.		
That	 is	 what	 Jesus	means	 in	 this	 parable.	 	 Those	who	 know	Him,	 in	 other	 words	 those	who	 have	 an	 intimate	
relationship	with	Him	will	be	saved.		Those	who	don’t	will	not---even	if	they	do	all	sorts	of	good	works	in	this	life.	
This	parable	 is	about	 the	coming,	 final,	 inescapable	 Judgment!	There	was	a	 judgment	 that	was	escapable,	when	
the	Jews	could	flee	from	their	homes	and	business	as	the	Temple,	and	all	of	Jerusalem	was	destroyed	in	70	A.D.	
But,	this	time	there	will	be	no	escape;	all	will	be	judged!	Those	who	know	Christ	will	receive	their	blessings,	and	
those	 who	 do	 not	 will	 be	 cursed!	 This	 is	 a	 harsh	 teaching;	 nonetheless,	 it	 is	 true,	 and	 it	 will	 happen	 (Read	
Romans	3:23;	6:23)!		
		
Many	people	go	to	church	and	claim	to	be	Christians.	But,	when	it	comes	down	to	 it,	many	are	not	 living	 in	the	
Spirit;	they	do	not	really	know	Jesus.	These	are	the	goats	who	hang	with	the	sheep,	but	they	are	pretenders	and	
fakers	who	trust	in	themselves	and	not	in	the	Lord.	If	all	you	see	in	life	is	yourself,	your	works,	or	your	heritage,	
you	may	have	a	big,	eternal	problem	leering	at	you!	We	must	be	aware	that	the	goats	will	be	taken;	make	sure	you	
are	not	a	goat,	but	rather	a	sheep,	one	who	loves	the	Lord	with	all	of	your	heart,	soul,	mind,	and	strength,	and	
whose	 identity	 is	 in	 Christ	 (Mark	 12:29-31;	 John	 10:14;	 27-30).	At	 His	 second	 coming,	 Jesus	will	 be	 looking	 for	
those	who	are	prepared	and	faithful.	When	Jesus	comes	back,	it	will	be	magnificent,	but	it	will	also	be	a	time	of	
extreme	anguish,	as	people	will	be	separated	and	condemned	for	their	sins,	because	if	you	do	not	know	Jesus,	you	
have	not	had	your	sins	taken	away	from	you.		
	
Jesus	died	to	take	away	our	sins,	but	if	we	do	not	know	Him,	if	we	do	not	have	a	close,	personal	relationship	with	
Him,	then	our	sins	have	not	been	washed	away,	and	we	will	die.	 	The	Bible	says:	“For	the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	
but	the	free	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	through	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.”	(Romans	6:23)		Salvation	is	a	free	gift	from	
God--but	 the	one	and	ONLY	way	 to	 receive	 it	 is	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	 	Doing	evangelism	means	 saving	people’s	 lives.		
That	is	why	it	is	so	imperative	that	we	as	a	church,	and	as	individuals	are	faithful	in	God’s	call	to	evangelize.		
	

• How	 can	 knowing	 that	 the	 faithful	will	 be	 rewarded	 and	 the	unfaithful	will	 be	 damned	help	 you	 to	 have	more	
confidence	in	your	growth	and	service?	

• Those	who	know	Jesus	Christ	will	receive	blessings,	and	those	who	do	not	will	be	cursed.	Is	this	fair?	Yes	or	no?	
Why?	

• At	His	 second	coming,	 Jesus	will	be	 looking	 for	 those	who	are	prepared	and	 faithful.	What	have	you	 learned	 to	
help	you	be	prepared?	
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