
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (August 22-27, 2016) 
 
 
Monday: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Verses 4-9 are commonly referred to as the Shema. The Shema is a statement of 
allegiance and is one of the oldest and widely used prayers in the Jewish tradition. If you 
have ever noticed a small ornamental box on or near the front door of a Jewish home, it 
is a mezuzah and it contains a small scroll with this passage written on it just as verse 9 
instructs. This prayer is to serve as a statement and a reminder that the Jews serve only 
God and to remind them of all the things God has done and will do.  It is a legacy that 
continues to this day. As we talk about our legacy of faith, I think it is important to 
remember where our faith has come from and how important it is that we keep ourselves 
focused on the work God has and is still doing in our lives.  
 

1.) Where do you believe your faith came from? Was it a person? Was it a prayer? 
2.) Why do you think we put so much emphasis on scripture and tradition? 
3.) What is the value in understanding your heritage? 

 
Tuesday: Genesis 16 
Hagar is a painful story of abuse, slavery and the struggle for survival. She lived as a slave, 
became the surrogate mother for her master’s husband, bore a child against her will, was 
often abused by her masters, and was forced to live in the desert. However, through this 
struggle God spoke with and promised Hagar to be the beginning of a great nation with 
the birth of her son Ishmael whom she raised in the desert with God’s help.  Through 
Hagar we see our story of faith built on her struggle to endure horrible circumstances.  
 

1.) Our legacy of faith is not always perfect but in spite of human failings God is always 
present.  How do hard stories like this impact your understanding of our legacy of 
faith? 

2.) Where do you see God at work in Hagar’s life? 
3.) What do you think the author wanted us to know about ourselves or God from 

this passage? 
 
Wednesday: Esther 8:1-11 
Esther is one of the most amazing stories in the bible. The book tells the story of Esther, 
an orphan who was adopted by her cousin Mordecai.  Esther would later become a Queen 
and through her cunning, save the Jewish people from the insidious plot of Haman. Esther 
is an excellent example of how one person can accomplish much and become an example 
for later generations. 
 

1.) Esther is at a social disadvantage but she uses everything available to her to help 
her people. What gifts and resources do you have that can be used to further 
God’s kingdom and help others? 

2.) Is it important to the story that we understand that Esther was at a disadvantage?    
 
 



Thursday: Kings 2: 1-11 
Elijah and Elisha – what a pair. This story is the actual passing of the mantle and is an 
excellent illustration for our conversations on legacy of faith. Every year at annual 
conference when new clergy are being commissioned for service, one of the clergy who 
is retiring passes an actual mantle to the soon to be commissioned. It is a remembrance 
of this story where we see that each generation is tasked with preparing the next for 
ministry. Our faith is built on the faith of those that have come before us. 
 

1.) What legacy do you want to leave? 
2.) What do you think it means to be a mentor? What does this story teach us about 

being in a mentoring relationship?  
3.) Do you or have you had an Elijah in your life? 

 
Friday: Judges 3:7-11 
The book of Judges is an interesting story of the Israelite’s constant struggle to be in the 
right relationship with God. Every time they mess up God sends a judge to help liberate 
and redeem them from the mess they make. Othniel is the first and most righteous judge. 
Through his actions and with the help of God, Othniel leads his people back to God and 
the Israelites have 40 years of peace. Forty years of peace is one heck of a legacy. 
 

1.) Our actions have the ability to condemn or liberate ourselves or others. How do 
you think our actions would change if we understood how it would affect our 
legacy? 

2.) What would 40 years of peace look like?  
3.) What does this passage show us about ourselves or God? 

 
Saturday: Genesis 17: 1-22 
Abraham was an old man when God made covenant with him. Verse 9 mentions that this 
covenant was not to end with Abraham but was to continue with every generation. God’s 
covenant is also specifically bound through Sarah’s child. People always talk about the 
Abrahamic covenant but it is interesting that this covenant also requires Sarah. The fact 
is that our relationship to the divine is not passed down only by individuals - but is the 
product of a relationship to a community.  
 

1.) Who is the most important person in this covenantal relationship? 
2.) What does this story teach us about ourselves or God? 
3.) How many people do you think are a part of our legacy of faith? 
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