
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (August 8-13, 2016) 
 

 
 
Monday:  2 Kings 15:17-16:20 
In yesterday’s sermon, we looked at the story of the prophet Jonah, and how reluctant Jonah was to follow 
God’s command to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, to convince the residents there to repent of their 
sins and turn to the God of Israel.  If you did not hear yesterday’s sermon, you may want to review the 
story of Jonah before this weekly study.  Assyria was a hated enemy of the people of Israel and Judah, the 
two countries that resulted when King David’s Israelite kingdom split in two.  While both nations 
theoretically worshipped the God of Israel, leadership in both countries struggled with idolatry and 
worship of other gods.  This week’s Bible study will look at some Biblical historical context for the hatred 
of the Assyrians, and how that evolves in the New Testament. 
 
Today’s reading covers roughly the time period from 750 BC to 735 BC, and dates events according to the 
reigns of both the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah.  The kings of Israel are often compared to 
Jeroboam, who had been king of Israel from 793 BC to 753 BC, and who led the nation deep into the 
worship of other gods.  We read about how under the reign of Menahem, Israel was invaded by Pul (also 
known as Tiglath-Pileser), the king of Assyria.  To make peace, Menahem exacted a heavy tax against the 
wealthy, which he paid in tribute to Assyria, so they would withdraw.  When Menahem’s son, Pekahiah, 
was killed in an internal coup, the leader of the coup, Pekah, became king of Israel.  Sensing the power 
vacuum, Assyria moved in again, capturing numerous Israelite territories, leading to yet another rebellion.  
Now it is Pekah who is assassinated by Hoshea, who becomes king. 
 
Meanwhile, in Judah, a young man named Jotham, a direct descendant of King David, became king.  
Jotham worked on improving the temple in Jerusalem, but could not succeed in eliminating all worship of 
other gods from Judah.  On his death, his son Ahaz became king, and the text says Ahaz behaved like a 
king of Israel, not a king of Judah – even sacrificing one of his sons to the local gods.  When the kingdoms 
of Israel and Aram (whose capital was Damascus) united to attempt to overthrow Judah, King Ahaz turned 
to the powerful Assyrians for help.  He gave silver and gold from the temple in Jerusalem to Tiglath-Pileser, 
and in return, Tiglath-Pileser routed Damascus and killed the Aramean king.  Ahaz then visited Tiglath-
Pileser in Damascus, and began altering the temple in Jerusalem to a design that Tiglath-Pileser would 
find more fitting. 
 

 How would you compare the kings of Israel and Judah in this passage?  How would you compare 
the national stability?  Think about the transfers of power that took place and how they happened. 

 How would you describe Assyria from these passages?  How do the kings of Israel and Judah each 
perceive Assyria? 

 Why is Jotham described as a good king, but Ahaz a bad one?  Look especially at their actions in 
relation to the practice of the Jewish faith, and their behavior towards the temple. 

 Both countries paid tribute to Assyria – Israel to escape capture by Assyria itself, Judah to establish 
an alliance with Assyria to better withstand the Aram/Israel alliance.  Both Israel and Judah were 
very small countries compared to Assyria.  Were these political alliances sinful in and of 
themselves?  What made them sinful? 

 Can you make any modern-day analogies to these descriptions of war, civil strife, atrocity, 
revolution, and questionable governmental decisions?  What is your attitude towards those who 
would force changes to religious practice in order to appease a more powerful ally?  What is your 
attitude toward those in positions of power who would allow it? 

 
Tuesday:  2 Kings 17:1-41 
The focus of the story now returns to Israel; whose capital was in Samaria.  From yesterday, recall that 
Hoshea had become king of Israel in a coup against Pekah.  Now, Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria has died, and 
his son Shalmaneser has taken over as king.  Sensing an international power shift, Hoshea stops paying 
tribute to Assyria, and turns instead to So, the king of Egypt, in an attempt to form a new alliance with a 



different world power.  Shalmaneser of Assyria shows no mercy.  Hoshea is captured and imprisoned, and 
Assyria begins a three-year siege against Samaria.  A siege in ancient times would be horrific.  All traffic in 
and out of a city was stopped, keeping supplies out of the city in an attempt to starve the population until 
they willingly surrendered.  Samaria was thus captured, and many residents were deported to various 
Assyrian-controlled territories. 
 
The writer of Kings sees all of these events as the exercising of God’s discipline of Israel for turning away 
from the covenant He created with Israel when they settled in the Promised Land.  Again, Jeroboam, son 
of Nebat, takes the brunt of the blame as the one who began Israel’s descent into idolatry.  Not only does 
Shalmaneser deport the Israelites, but he also transplants people from his other conquered territories 
into and around Samaria.  These people further contaminated the worship of the God of Israel by 
introducing worship of even more foreign gods into the land of Israel.  Perceiving God as one of many 
local gods, Shalmaneser allows an exiled Jewish priest to return to Samaria to teach what the God of Israel 
requires.  But it is of no use – the people simply add the God of Israel to the list of the many gods they 
worship.  The pure worship of God that was an essential part of God’s covenant with Israel has been 
completely contaminated. 
 

 How would prevailing attitudes about Assyria shift among the Israelites during the events of this 
chapter?  What about in Judah?  What would the Jews in Judah think about the Jews in Israel? 

 How does the writer of Kings interpret these events theologically?  Try to identify all the activities 
of Israel that the writer calls out as opposed to the will of God.  Try also to identify the writer’s 
description of God’s repeated warnings through the prophets. 

 The word for mixing of religions is “syncretism”.  Where do you see evidence of syncretism in 
Christian practice today? 

 
Wednesday:  2 Kings 18:1-37 
The focus of the story now shifts back to Judah.  Shortly after Hoshea became king in Israel, Ahaz of Judah 
died and his 25-year-old son Hezekiah became king.  Even though Ahaz had been a terrible king, his son 
Hezekiah worked very hard to restore purity to the worship of God in Judah, immediately going to work 
destroying the altars of foreign gods and rebelling against the king of Assyria.  The author of Kings admires 
Hezekiah’s kingship, saying there were none like him, before or after.  We also learn that it was early in 
Hezekiah’s reign that the nation of Israel suffered its siege and capture at the hands of Assyria. 
 
From non-biblical sources, we find that in this same time frame, a lot was happening in Assyria.  
Shalmaneser was overthrown by his brother Sargon, and later, Sargon died in a battle on Assyria’s eastern 
front, in modern-day Iran.  Sargon’s son Sennacherib became king of Assyria.  Sennacherib established 
peace on his eastern borders, and once again turned his attention to the west – Judah.  Returning to the 
Biblical text, we read that Sennacherib captured many cities of Judah, and Hezekiah was forced to once 
again pay tribute to Assyria, including all the silver from the temple in Jerusalem. 
 
Finally, an Assyrian commander enters Jerusalem, and with great fanfare gives a propaganda speech.  He 
claims that God has sent the Assyrians, but also that God cannot stop them.  He promises peace and 
prosperity to the people if they surrender, using their own language, but also threatens them with eating 
their own filth and urine if they do not (a veiled reference to a potential Jerusalem siege).  He attempts to 
undermine trust in both Hezekiah’s leadership and in God’s protection.  The chapter ends with the palace 
administrator taking the news of this devastating development to King Hezekiah. 
 

 The text says it was ten years between the fall of Samaria and Assyria’s capture of the towns of 
Judah – the period of time when Hezekiah was working to eliminate the foreign gods from Judah.  
What connection do you think Hezekiah and the people of Judah would draw from those two 
facts? 

 Now, in spite of Hezekiah’s virtuous acts and trust in God, Judah stands threatened.  What do you 
imagine Hezekiah and the people of Judah are thinking now? 



 Hezekiah paid tribute to Assyria, which in past history, had been enough to avoid Assyrian 
aggression.  Are you surprised that Assyria attacks anyway?  Why or why not? 

 Identify the main arguments the Assyrian envoy uses to convince Judah to surrender without a 
fight.  Are these arguments plausible?  Note how similar the promises of verses 31 and 32 are to 
the promises of God to the Hebrews upon first entering the Promised Land. 

 When have you been tempted to trust in something other than God when events become 
threatening?  When have someone else’s promises seemed as good, or maybe even better, than 
the promises of God?  How does fear work against trust in God? 

 
Thursday:  2 Kings 19:1-37 
When Hezekiah hears the news, he sends his representatives to the great prophet, Isaiah.  Isaiah 
prophesies that God has indeed been insulted by Assyria’s boasts.  Sennacherib will withdraw from Judah, 
and be cut down by the sword.  Hezekiah should not let Assyria’s great threat frighten him.  The text leads 
us to believe Sennacherib is in fact withdrawing, as he has left Lachish and is now doing battle in Libnah. 
 
But in fact, Sennacherib does not back down quietly.  Even though he is now threatened with a potential 
battle against the more-dangerous Egypt, he sends a letter to Hezekiah sharpening his threats against 
Judah even more, this time calling God Himself a deceiver of Judah (verse 10).  Hezekiah’s response is 
exactly what we would expect of a Godly king.  He enters the temple, lays out the threatening letter before 
God, and prays.  He acknowledges Sennacherib’s power to defeat other nations whose gods are no gods 
at all, and asks the one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, to deliver Jerusalem from defeat. 
 
Isaiah, in turn, now delivers a more detailed prophecy.  Sennacherib’s arrogance is unwarranted, as it is 
still God, not Sennacherib, who is in fact sovereign over world events.  It will take time for Judah to recover, 
Isaiah says, but in three years, things will have returned to normal.  Jerusalem will be safe.  No siege will 
take place, because God will show his superiority over Sennacherib. 
 
Now, in a surprisingly brief three verses, the story comes to a close.  An extraordinary event takes place 
to accomplish the deliverance of Jerusalem.  185,000 of the Assyrian army die overnight, and Sennacherib 
returns to his capital of Nineveh, where he is killed in the temple of his god by his own sons. 
 

 After reading this story for four days, how do you think Jews in later times would remember 
Assyria? 

 How is Hezekiah’s response to the threat a model for all of us? 

 Do you ever wonder about God’s sovereignty over world affairs?  How does this story provide a 
basis for trusting that God truly is present in our world, even in the face of adversity? 

 Remember that we began by thinking about the story of Jonah, who was sent to preach a message 
of repentance to the Assyrians in their capital of Nineveh, and how he resisted.  Do you have a 
better sense of why he would not want to do that after reading these stories of Assyrian 
aggression against Israel and Judah?  How does God’s sovereignty over the world relate to God’s 
call to Jonah to preach the word of God to people who have tried to destroy his country?  What 
would Jonah have wanted to see happen to them?  What do you want to see happen to your 
enemies? 

 
Friday:  John 4:1-42 
The events of our reading of 2 Kings provide some context for understanding the animosity between Jews 
and Samaritans that is portrayed in today’s reading.  When Israel fell to Assyria, many people were 
deported, but many others stayed behind.  As we saw, Assyria also settled many foreign people into the 
land around Samaria, and these people introduced their own foreign gods into the Jewish religion of 
Samaria and the surrounding area.  By the time of Jesus, the descendants of these people were known as 
Samaritans, and the Jews in Jerusalem strongly felt that the Samaritan’s worship of God was still deeply 
corrupted by the influence of foreign gods.  The animosity toward the Samaritans was so strong that Jews 
would avoid ever traveling through Samaria, and it was forbidden to interact with a Samaritan.  To Jews, 



the Samaritans were a reminder of the downfall of the northern kingdom, of forbidden intermarriage 
between Jews and Gentiles, and of the danger of syncretism (the mixing of non-Jewish practice and belief 
into Judaism).  They believed that Samaritan worship of God was a man-made religion of their own 
making, and not true worship as prescribed by God. 
 
This should help us to understand why the Samaritan woman was truly flabbergasted when Jesus asked 
her for a drink.  It also helps us understand why the woman’s first instinct was to get into a religious 
argument with Jesus – well, if you’re going to talk to me, tell me why you all say we can’t worship 
anywhere but Jerusalem?  But none of that matters to Jesus.  He crosses the racial and cultural boundaries 
the Jews have set up to let a culturally-hated Samaritan woman know she mattered to God, just as years 
earlier God had asked Jonah to let the hated Assyrians know that they mattered to God.  And as for the 
religious argument … Jesus tells the woman that ultimately, true worship of God is not dependent on 
being in the right place at the right time and following the right rituals.  True worship of God is “in spirit 
and in truth” – in honest, inward submission to God (not outward execution of rituals), and in the truth of 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ (and not some other “god”). 
 

 What historical events give rise to racial and cultural boundaries today? 

 How do you think Jesus would reach out and speak across those boundaries today? 

 Look closely at how Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman.  Did he compromise his own faith in 
the God of Israel?  Did he tell her that how she worshiped was fine, and leave her alone?  Did he 
tell her that she needed to start behaving like a Jew?  Did he get into a religious argument with 
her?  What DID he do? 

 How might we emulate Jesus in reaching out across racial and cultural boundaries with the truth 
of salvation in Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ alone? 

 What was the result of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman, according to the end of this 
passage?  Why do we need to emulate Jesus? 

 
Saturday:  Acts 8:1-25 
The story of Acts is the story of the first generation of Christian believers, beginning with the apostles, 
doing and saying the kinds of things Jesus did and said.  Part of the purpose of these stories is to help us 
to understand that we can do and say the kinds of things Jesus said and did, too.  The people we see in 
Acts are people just like us … but they are people, like all baptized Christians, who have been empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to act in Jesus’ name. 
 
And so, we see the apostles continuing to do ministry in Samaria, just as Jesus had.  Remember that not a 
lot of time has passed since Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  The old animosities between Jews and 
Samaritans still exists, so it is scandalous among the Jewish leadership that these Jewish Christians are 
traveling in Samaria and speaking with Samaritans.  Philip passionately evangelizes in Samaria, baptizing 
many, and Peter and John come to lay hands on these new disciples to give them the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
Even a magician named Simon became a believer, although he at first misunderstood the nature of the 
Holy Spirit power he saw working among the Samaritans.  Peter rebuked him, and called upon him to 
repent of his wickedness.  Given the nature of belief among the Samaritans, this misunderstanding may 
have been no surprise to the disciples.  The Samaritans clearly still had a wide variety of beliefs intermixed 
with their worship of God, as verse 10 shows.  But with the continuing teaching and preaching of the word 
of God, the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ continued to spread across the Samaritan racial and cultural 
boundary. 
 

 Who are the Samaritans in your world today? 

 Are there people today who mix worship of God with other spiritual practices or beliefs?  How do 
you tend to view these people? 

 Christian practice itself takes many different forms across the globe.  What makes a religious 
practice distinctly Christian?  Is it the rituals, the music, the doctrine, or the opinion?  What is it, 



then?  At what point does the orthodox practice of Christianity veer off into syncretism or a sect?  
How would you recognize such practice?  Does it matter? 

 Have you ever felt the call of God to reach into those places with the truth of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ? 

 End your week of study by asking God to keep your eyes open to the “Assyrians” or “Samaritans” 
in your world who would be blessed by your offering to them the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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