
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (October 3-8, 2016) 

Monday: Psalm 24 
Unfortunately many Christians today only associate the idea of generosity with money, church budgets and financial 
campaigns.  And of course as much as we would like to think otherwise, these things are vitally important to the 
mission of the church.  It is simply a fact: the church cannot do ministry without money.  Everything we do is absolutely 
dependent upon your generosity. But having said that, it is very important to understand that generosity is FAR more 
than just money. Generosity is where the concepts of faith, work and economics intersect.  In his masterful book 
“Mere Christianity”, C.S. Lewis writes: “Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from 
moment to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service, 
you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already.”  
 
This week we will look at five important principles about biblical generosity every follower of Christ should understand: 

1. The principle of ownership.  
The psalmist begins the 24th psalm with: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it.”  The Bible says very clearly that God owns everything. One of the biblical principles of generosity is that it 
involves stewardship. In the beginning of Genesis, God creates everything and puts Adam in the Garden to work it and 
to take care of it. “Stewards” are those who care for someone else’s property.  So, when we are involved in generosity, 
we are involved in honoring God’s call to be good stewards; we are involved in caring for Someone else’s (in this case 
God’s) property. It is clear that humanity was called by God to carefully steward all of creation---which of course 
includes those things that we like to think we own. 
 
This is the fundamental principle of biblical generosity. God owns everything, we are simply managers or 
administrators acting on God’s behalf. Therefore, generosity expresses our obedience regarding the administration of 
everything God has placed under our control, which is all encompassing. Generosity is the commitment of one’s self 
and possessions to God’s service, recognizing that we do not have the right of control over our property or ourselves.  
Deuteronomy 8:18 states it very clearly: “But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth, and so confirms His covenant, which He swore to your ancestors, as it is today.”  

 What is the difference between owner and steward? 

 If you borrow a friend’s car, how do you treat it?  Are you free to do whatever you want with it? 

 What does it mean that God gives us the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms His covenant with us? 

Tuesday: Luke 12:13-21 
2. The principle of responsibility.  
Jesus is in the middle of a sermon teaching His disciples to make certain God is forever their number one priority, 
when He is suddenly interrupted by a man who is dissatisfied over what he considers to be an unfair division of his 
father’s estate between himself and his brother. As a preacher, I must admit, I experience a perverse pleasure in the 
fact that even our Lord Jesus Christ could not keep everyone’s attention!  Anyway, a man says: “Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the inheritance with me." (Luke 12:13) Now, this man really didn’t ask Jesus for a decision on what 
would be a fair division of the estate, he just demanded that Jesus order his brother to give him more money. Jesus 
of course did not respond the way the man had hoped. Instead of a legal judgment, Jesus makes a moral one.  He said: 
"Man, who made Me a judge or an arbiter over you?" (Luke 12:14) Jesus knew that this family feud over inheritance 
was only a symptom of a greater problem, namely a cancerous sin called greed. In fact, when Jesus asked who made 
Him arbiter over you, the “you” is plural indicating that both brothers have a problem with greed. As long as both 
brothers are suffering from greed Jesus knew no settlement would ever be satisfactory to them both. Jesus tells the 
man that the most important thing is not for him to get a bigger piece of his father’s estate, but that his heart be 
changed.  Now, before we condemn this man, we need to do a little soul searching and find out if maybe we do the 
very same thing.  How often have we gone to God asking God to change our situation rather than asking God to change 
our heart?  
 
Jesus began His parable by saying: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.” (Luke 12:16) Notice 
that in this parable, Jesus does not condemn the man for being rich. And to the farmer’s credit, it appears that he had 
come by his wealth honestly. The rich man of this parable was a farmer, but he represents all human beings who are 
seduced by greed, so he could just as easily have been a teacher, clergyman, banker, accountant, or salesman.  When 



the man looked at the size of his harvest, he failed to see reality, he failed to see the truth---he failed to see the 
SOURCE of that harvest.  You see, when the man looked at the awesome harvest that God had provided, he saw only 
the gift, and not the giver.  When our hearts are out of focus, we do not give God the credit for all the wonderful 
blessings He gives.  Although God gives us “all things richly to enjoy,” nothing is ours. Nothing really belongs to us. 
God owns everything; we’re responsible for how we treat it and what we do with it. While we complain about our 
rights here on earth, the Bible constantly asks, “What about your responsibilities?” Owners have rights; stewards have 
responsibilities. 

We are called as God’s stewards to manage that which belongs to God. While God has graciously entrusted us with 
the care, development, and enjoyment of everything He owns as His stewards, we are responsible to manage His 
holdings well and according to His desires and purposes. 

 Can you accept the biblical teaching that the things we like to think of as our property---money, house, car, body, etc. 
are in fact not owned by us, but openly lent to us? 

 If so, how does that change your attitude toward sharing those things that God owns? 

 What changes do you need to make to be a better steward of God’s property? 

Wednesday: Matthew 25:14-30 
3. The principle of accountability. 
A steward is one who manages the possessions of another. We are all stewards of the resources, abilities and 
opportunities that God has entrusted to our care, and one day each one of us will be called to give an account for how 
we have managed what the Master has given us. This is the point of the Parable of the Talents. God has entrusted 
authority over all of creation to us and because all of creation is God’s property, we are not free to rule over it as we 
see fit. We are called to exercise our dominion under the watchful eye of the Creator managing His creation in accord 
with the principles He has established. 

Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we will be called to give an account of how we have administered 
everything we have been given, including our time, money, abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, and 
authority. We are blessed to be a blessing. We are to use what God has given us to glorify God, and build up the 
Kingdom on earth.  What God has given us is His, not ours, and we are to use it for Him, and not us!  Each of us, no 
matter where we are, no matter what talent we have, can and should use it to build God’s Kingdom.  Many of us living 
in West County have been given far more talents than most of the world.  Most of us living in West County would be 
seen by the world as very successful.  We have been given a lot, and from us a lot is expected.  Jesus said as much: 
“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted 
with much, much more will be asked.”  (Luke 12:48)   

 What are you doing with the blessings that God has given you?   

 Are you making a positive difference in the world with what God has given you, so that God will be glorified?  

 How are you using what God has given you?  Are you hiding it in the ground, keeping it to yourself, using it only for 
self, or are you using it to glorify God?   

It does not matter whether God has given you five, two or only one talent.  God has given it to you that you might use 
it to the very best of your ability to bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ. What we have been given, has been given 
on loan.  Jesus is coming back.  When He does, what will He say to you?  Will you hear condemnation or praise?  If you 
use the talents that He has given to bring Him glory and honor, then on that great and joyous day you will hear: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  
Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21)  We will all give account to the rightful owner as to how 
well we managed the things He has entrusted to us. 

Thursday: Colossians 3:23-24 
4. The principle of reward.  
The Bible shows us in the parables of the Kingdom that faithful stewards who do the Master’s will with the Master’s 
resources can expect to be rewarded not only in this life, but fully in the next.  Yesterday we looked at Jesus’ story 
which gives us the glorious promise that those who are faithful to God here on earth will be given a great reward in 
heaven.  We all long to hear the Master say: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”  As Christians in the 21st 



century, we need to embrace this larger biblical view of generosity, which goes beyond church budgets or building 
projects, though important; it connects everything we do with what God is doing in the world. We need to be faithful 
stewards of all God has given us within the opportunities presented to us to glorify God, serve other people and further 
God’s Kingdom.  We are to do everything as if we are doing it for Jesus Himself. We do not work for simply pay or for 
ambition; we also work so that we can be faithful to God’s call of generosity. The Bible teaches us that we should not 
say, “This is my business and I will do what I like with it.” But rather “This is God’s business. God has put me in charge 
of it. I am responsible to God.” The Christian doctrine of work is that all of us are working for God, and that, therefore, 
the real rewards of work are not our paychecks, they are FAR greater than that and will someday be given, or withheld, 
by God. 

 The word “vocation” derives from the Latin “vocare” or “calling”.  Why is this significant? 

 Do you see your job as a calling, or as a means to a paycheck? 

 How can you honor God through your job? 

Friday: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
5. The principle of joy. 
The Bible tells us that you make a living by what you get, but you make a life by what you give.  You make a living by 
what you get, but you make a life by what you give!  Generosity not only blesses others, it blesses us!  God uses very 
strong language here. “Command them”; not ask them that as long as they don’t mind, but COMMAND them to do 
good, to be generous and to share.  For when we share, we discover the life that is truly life; we discover the joy God 
wants to share with us.  It is actually a very simple concept: when we give, we break ourselves of being controlled by 
our wealth and free ourselves to serve the one true God; thereby we come to know true joy, true life. The Bible 
certainly does not condemn people for being wealthy nor does it tell us to give all our wealth away; but God’s word 
does have instructions for us as far as what we SHOULD do with our wealth, and what we should AVOID doing.  

First, the Bible says, we must not think ourselves better than other people because we have more money than they. 
Nothing in this world gives anyone the right to look down on another person, least of all the amount of wealth God 
has shared with us.  

Secondly, we must not set our hopes on wealth. In the chances and the changes of life we may be wealthy today and 
homeless tomorrow; and it is foolish to set one’s hopes on what can so easily be lost. 

Finally, we are told that we must use our wealth to do good; that we must always be ready to share, that as followers 
of Jesus Christ, we are to forever practice generosity.  Remember, as a follower of Jesus, we are a part of a holy 
community, a sacred family, and we must always share the blessings God has given us that we might in turn be a 
blessing to others. When we do that, we build a good foundation in the world to come. As someone once said: “What 
I kept, I lost; what I gave I have.” 

There is a famous Jewish story. A man called Monobaz had inherited great wealth, but he was a good, a kindly and a 
generous man. In time of famine he gave away all his wealth to help the poor. His brothers came to him and said: 
“Your fathers laid up treasure, and added to the treasure that they had inherited from their fathers, and are you going 
to waste it all?” He answered: “My father’s laid up treasure below: I have laid it up above. My father’s laid up treasure 
of mammon: I have laid up treasure of souls. My father’s laid up treasure for this world: I have laid up treasure for the 
world to come.” 

The teaching of the Christian ethic is, not that wealth is a sin, but that it is a very great responsibility. If our wealth 
ministers to nothing but ourselves, it becomes not a blessing, but a curse, because it impoverishes our soul. But if we 
use it to bring help and comfort to others, in becoming poorer, we really become much richer in a way that really 
matters. In time and in eternity “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 How can you use your blessings to be a blessing for others? 

 How can you empower Living Word UMC to reach out and build God’s Kingdom? 

 How have you personally experienced the truth that generosity not only blesses others, it blesses us?   

Saturday: Malachi 3:6-10 
Tithing is a part of God's wisdom for the abundant living that Jesus Christ has promised.  However, most of us are not 
tithing at this time, and the thought of suddenly giving back to God 10% of our income is not really feasible.  That’s 



okay!  Look at it this way. If we decide we want to run a marathon, we are not going to simply show up on the day of 
the race and expect to run 26 miles.  That is not feasible!  So what do we do?  We start smaller, and work our way up 
to 26 miles.  We start running a mile every day, or maybe two.  In time, we will be ready to run 3 or 4 miles, if not all 
at once, prayerfully consider giving 1% or 2% more of your income to God each year until you become a tither.  You'll 
never regret it. 
 

It is a biblical fact that when we honor God with a true tithe, the 90% we have left will go MUCH farther than the 100% 
we have when we do not tithe.  Tithing honors God, and God ALWAYS honors those who honors Him. Tithing also 
helps us focus on the church.  It builds up the relationship we share with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  When we 
tithe, we have a greater awareness, and a greater appreciation for what the church is doing.  Jesus said, "Wherever 
your treasure is, there is your heart also."  You see, our money is an extension of ourselves.  It is part of God's plan 
that when we tithe, we become more involved in the Body of Christ.  It's not some magic formula, it is just plain 
common sense.  The more of our money we give, the more we will have invested.  The more we have invested, the 
greater our interest.  Tithing is not something we do out of obligation---tithing is something we do out of faith, and 
thanksgiving.  When we tithe, we are affirming our trust in God; that even in our financial lives, we can trust God.  We 
also affirm the conviction that the church is THE God-given instrument of hope and promise for our weary world.  
When we tithe, we will become more involved in the on-going ministries of the church. But tithing also helps us to 
focus on our own personal spiritual growth.  There are many tools for spiritual growth, and tithing is certainly not the 
least of them. 

HOW does tithing help our spiritual growth?  It's quite simple.  Tithers are trusters.  If I tithe, I trust God, and take Him 
at His Word.  Most people do not neglect to tithe out of selfishness or greed; they neglect to tithe out of fear.  Tithing 
involves risk.  Tithing involves trust. Tithing is what the great theologian Soren Kierkegaard called a "leap of faith".  
There can be no doubt; it takes great faith to tithe; it takes great faith to lean on God that much, to trust God that 
much.  But when you do, you learn firsthand that God is good to His word, you learn firsthand that God CAN be trusted, 
and the more you learn that God can be trusted, the more you will trust God, and the more your trust God, the more 
you will learn that God can be trusted, and so on and so on. It's not a vicious circle, it is a divine circle!  To the extent 
that we trust God, we reflect for the whole world that God is at work in us, shaping our desires, choices and actions.  
Trust matters to God, because it goes to the very heart of the relationship we share with Him, our understanding of 
His faithfulness, and the vital issue of whether we really believe God when He tells us a given course of action is better 
for us. It matters deeply to God because He deeply loves us and wants us to enjoy that which is most meaningful and 
fulfilling.  Tithing, even though it is hard, is one of the most accurate reflections of the depth of our relationship with 
Jesus Christ.   

We expect God to keep His promises to us, particularly His promise to forgive our sins through Christ, yet many of us 
find it difficult to believe that God has our best interests at heart with respect to our finances.  Some Christians 
consider tithing a cross they must bear, rather than the great liberating power of God that it is.  When we cross the 
boundaries set by God for our well-being, we choose a path that, while sometimes is pleasurable in the short run, 
undermines our confidence in God and says to Him that we really don't believe He knows what is best for us.  That is 
how tithing helps us to grow spiritually, for tithing means trust, and trust is faith.  Tithing helps us to trust God more, 
which means to have more faith; having more faith means living in a closer relationship with God, living in a closer 
relationship with God means being bound in love to God and to all that God loves.    

 What is God calling you to do in the Living Word generosity campaign?   

Pray about it.  Put your faith to the test.  Test the issues and possibilities that are contained in the promise and the 
call.  Check out the advice and teachings of St. Paul, and the rest of the apostles and saints, test the wisdom and 
experience of more than 3,000 years of Judeo-Christian tradition. 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 


