
Living	Word	Bible	Study	(September	12-17,	2016)	

	
Monday:	Matthew	5:9	
Frederick	 Buechner	wrote:	 “Peace	has	 come	 to	mean	 the	 time	when	 there	 aren't	 any	wars	 or	 even	
when	there	aren't	any	major	wars.	Beggars	can't	be	choosers;	we'd	most	of	us	settle	for	that.	But	in	
Hebrew	peace,	shalom,	means	fullness,	means	having	everything	you	need	to	be	wholly	and	happily	
yourself.	

One	of	 the	titles	by	which	 Jesus	 is	known	 is	Prince	of	Peace,	and	he	used	the	word	himself	 in	what	
seem	 at	 first	 glance	 to	 be	 two	 radically	 contradictory	 utterances.	 On	 one	 occasion	 he	 said	 to	 the	
disciples,	"Do	not	think	that	I	have	come	to	bring	peace	on	earth;	I	have	not	come	to	bring	peace,	but	
a	 sword"	 (Matthew	10:34).	And	 later	on,	 the	 last	 time	 they	ate	 together,	he	 said	 to	 them,	"Peace	 I	
leave	with	you;	my	peace	I	give	to	you"	(John	14:27).	

The	 contradiction	 is	 resolved	when	 you	 realize	 that,	 for	 Jesus,	 peace	 seems	 to	have	meant	not	 the	
absence	of	struggle,	but	the	presence	of	love.”	

Too	often	what	we	call	peace	 is	merely	a	 temporary	avoidance	of	conflict.	As	 the	Reverend	Buechner	
points	out,	the	peace	which	the	Bible	calls	blessed	does	not	come	from	the	evasion	of	issues;	it	comes	
from	 facing	 them,	dealing	with	 them,	and	conquering	 them.	What	 Jesus	 teaches	us	 is	not	 the	passive	
acceptance	of	things	because	we	are	afraid	to	object,	but	the	active	facing	of	things,	and	the	making	of	
peace,	even	when	the	way	to	peace	is	through	struggle.	

The	person	who	makes	peace	is	doing	the	very	work	which	the	God	of	peace	 is	doing.	 	Have	you	ever	
noticed	that	there	are	people	that	simply	embody	God’s	peace?		They	are	so	loving	and	kind,	you	simply	
would	not	think	about	being	ugly	 in	their	presence.	These	people	are	doing	God’s	work,	for	 it	 is	God’s	
will	 to	bring	about	peace	between	people	and	Himself,	 and	between	people.	The	person	who	divides	
people	is	doing	the	work	of	Satan;	the	one	who	unites	people	in	love	is	doing	God’s	work.			

• What	does	it	mean	that	peace	is	not	the	absence	of	struggle,	but	the	presence	of	peace?	
• How	does	God	bring	about	peace	between	Himself	and	humankind?	

Tuesday:	Matthew	5:38-42	
Jesus	 calls	 us	 to	 an	 entirely	 different	 perspective	 and	 outlook	 of	 life.	 He	 sees	 that	 the	 quintessential	
reason	for	life,	and	our	being,	is	relationships.	We	see	our	pursuit	of	material	goods	and	things	as	what	
is	important	in	life,	but	Jesus	calls	us	to	see	material	goods	as	nothing.	Even	if	we	lose	everything	due	to	
theft,	abuse,	manipulation	or	any	wrongful	means,	our	true	richness	all	come	from	who	we	are	in	Christ	
and	in	the	relationships	we	develop.	Jesus	uses	this	law,	and	the	leaders'	misinterpretation	of	it,	to	point	
them	to	its	true	meaning,	which	is	not	about	vengeance,	but	about	restraint.	This	passage	is	also	about	
transitioning	 our	 thinking	 from	 selfish	 and	materialistic	matters	 to	 eternal	matters	 and	 relationships,	
which	are	far	more	valuable	and	important!	The	further	point	of	this	passage	is	found	in	verses	43-44,	as	
love	is	our	motivation,	and	unselfishness	is	our	goal.	
		
This	passage	is	also	about	the	humiliation	the	Christian	life	may	bring	you.	Because	we	are	called	not	to	
respond	as	the	world	does,	others	will	see	us	as	weak.	However,	it	takes	much	more	strength	to	stand	
your	ground	in	love	and	in	Christ	than	to	retaliate	in	the	ways	of	the	world.	When	we	are	attacked,	we	



are	 not	 only	 to	 resist	 the	 resentment	 and	 payback;	 we	 also	 must	 seek	 an	 opportunity	 to	 build	
relationships	out	of	 it!	For	this	 is	what	Christ	does	with	us.	This	 is	what	it	means	to	imitate	the	nature	
and	character	of	Christ!	This	goes	way	beyond	doing	our	duty,	as	it	 is	 letting	go	of	our	rights,	and	will,	
and	turning	to	the	One	who	does	understand	and	loves.			
		
We	 are	 never	 to	 seek	 righteousness	 or	 justice	 in	 others	 and	 never	 cease	 to	 give	 righteousness	 and	
justice	to	others!	So,	whenever	you	are	mistreated,	take	this	challenge	from	our	Lord.	Seek	ways	to	turn	
it	around,	to	overcome	evil	with	good,	to	turn	unrighteousness	into	relationships!	
	

• When	someone	treats	you	wrong,	how	do	you	respond?	
• Have	you	ever	reacted	in	kind	to	mistreatment	of	yourself,	repaying	evil	with	evil?	
• What	do	you	think	is	the	proper	way	to	respond	to	evil?	
• Why	does	Jesus	call	us	to	an	entirely	different	perspective	and	outlook	of	life?	
• Why	would	someone	misrepresent	it	to	say	it	is	OK	to	seek	revenge?	

	
Wednesday:	Matthew	5:43-48	
Jesus	 once	 again	 challenges	 the	 Pharisees'	 misunderstanding	 of	 the	 law,	 and	 calls	 for	 a	 hard	 and	
necessary	stand	 in	response	to	evil,	but	the	stand	against	evil	MUST	be	done	with	grace	and	kindness	
instead	of	a	desire	to	get	even.	When	our	tendency	is	to	respond	back	in	kind,	evil	for	evil,	we	will	only	
escalate	the	situation.	When	we	take	this	stand	with	kindness,	we	may	turn	an	enemy	into	a	friend.	In	
addition,	when	we	do	this,	we	 let	God’s	 light	shine	 through	us,	and	show	to	 the	world	 that	 there	 is	a	
better	way.	Because	we	are	children	of	God,	we	must	always	keep	in	mind	what	we	say	and	do	on	the	
basis	of	who	we	are	in	Christ.	We	must	mirror	His	precepts	and	character;	not	what	others	may	say	or	
what	we	desire.	In	so	doing,	we	become	perfect,	as	being	complete	in	Him.			
	
Perfection	comes	when	we	give	up	on	all	of	our	preconceived	ideas,	 interests,	wants,	and	desires,	and	
yield	ourselves	over	 to	God,	 so	 that	we	are	 following	His	purpose,	which	 is	perfect,	and	not	our	own,	
which	 is	 flawed.	To	 rely	on	God’s	plan,	which	 is	more	creative,	 and	has	better	options	 than	we	could	
ever	conceive	should	be	our	goal.	
	

• Why	must	we	take	a	hard	and	necessary	stand	in	responding	to	evil?	How	could	you	and	society	
benefit	from	doing	that?	

• Why	is	it	so	hard	for	most	Christians	to	respond	in	love	to	ugliness?		
• Who	are	your	neighbors	(Luke	10:29-37)?	How	do	you	get	along	with	your	neighbors?	

Thursday:	Romans	12:14-21	
Paul	offers	us	some	rules	to	help	us	in	our	relationship	with	other	people.	

• Christians	must	choose	to	sincerely	pray	for	those	who	persecute	them.		When	the	Christian	is	
wounded	by	another,	we	have	the	example	of	Christ	to	help	us.	 	What	were	the	first	words	of	
Jesus	 after	 being	 nailed	 to	 the	 cross?	 	 Christians	 since	 then	 have	 emulated	 Jesus	 (Read	 Acts	
7:54-60).	

• Christians	 are	 to	 rejoice	with	 those	who	 rejoice,	 and	weep	with	 those	who	weep.	 	Which	 of	
these	do	you	think	is	more	difficult	to	do?		



• Christians	 are	 to	 live	 in	 harmony	with	 each	 other.	 	 The	 body	 of	 Christ	 cannot	 function	 if	 the	
members	are	not	 in	harmony	any	more	than	a	human	body	can	function	if	the	organs	will	not	
cooperate.	

• We	must	set	a	good	example	for	others.		The	world	WILL	watch	us;	the	world	will	try	to	catch	us	
not	 practicing	 what	 we	 preach.	 	 Too	 often	 we	 think	 that	 the	 pastor	 must	 live	 a	 life	 beyond	
reproach,	and	that	is	true,	but	it	is	not	JUST	pastors	who	must	do	so!	

• Christians	are	to	live	in	peace	with	all	others	if	it	is	at	all	possible.		Let’s	face	it,	there	are	times	
when	it	is	not	possible.		What	are	some	acceptable	times	to	NOT	live	in	peace?	

• Christians	are	to	refrain	 from	seeking	revenge.	 	 	Paul	gives	three	reasons:	1)	Vengeance	 is	not	
ours	to	seek,	for	God	alone	has	that	right.		2)	To	return	love	for	hate	is	the	only	way	to	end	the	
circle	 of	 violence.	 	 3)	 To	 lower	 ourselves	 to	 seek	 revenge	 is	 to	 lower	 ourselves	 to	 the	 very	
behavior	that	we	found	objectionable.	

Friday:	Romans	14:19-23	
I	once	read	that	the	very	best	way	to	get	rid	of	weeds	in	your	lawn	is	by	strengthening	the	healthy	grass.	
Rather	 than	 trying	 to	 get	 rid	 of	 the	 negative,	 we	 should	 build	 up	 the	 positive.	 	 Christians	 are	 in	 the	
building	business—not	 in	the	demolition	business.	Judging	others	and	demanding	the	right	to	exercise	
our	liberty,	regardless	of	its	effect	on	others,	tears	others	down.		

For	 those	 who	 are	 strong	 in	 their	 faith,	 every	 Christian	 liberty	 is	 clean.	 But	 the	moment	my	 “good”	
causes	“evil”	for	another,	it	becomes	evil	for	me	also.	Any	liberty	I	exercise	at	the	expense	of	a	brother	
or	sister	becomes	a	sin	for	me	(verse	20).	Therefore,	it	is	“not	good”	for	me	to	exercise	any	liberty.		

The	Christian	 is	 left	with	two	principle	concerns.	We	must	 first	be	certain	of	our	own	convictions.	The	
first	danger	is	that	we	might	exercise	a	liberty	to	the	detriment	of	a	weaker	brother	or	sister.	The	second	
danger	is	that	we	might	be	tempted	to	approve	that	which	God	does	not—to	press	our	liberty	too	far.	
St.	Paul	says,	“Happy	is	he	who	does	not	condemn	himself	in	what	he	approves.”		

Saturday:	1	Peter	3:8-22	
Throughout	 the	 New	 Testament	 there	 is	 a	 plea	 for	 Christian	 unity.	 It	 is	 more	 than	 a	 plea;	 it	 is	 an	
announcement	that	no	one	can	live	the	Christian	life	without	unity;	and	that	the	Church	cannot	be	truly	
Christian	if	there	are	divisions	within	 it.	The	more	seriously	we	take	the	New	Testament,	the	more	we	
will	 recognize	and	mourn	the	sinfulness	of	 the	divisions,	and	the	more	we	will	pray	 for	 the	peace	and	
unity	of	the	Church	on	earth.	That	does	not	mean	that	we	have	to	agree	with	each	other	in	everything;	
for	we	will	never	do	that!		What	it	means	is	that	we	will	respect	and	accept	others	even	if	they	do	not	
agree	with	us.	Such	unity	will	only	come	when	Christians	are	humble	enough	to	 lay	hold	on	 the	unity	
already	given	in	Christ	and	to	take	it	more	seriously	than	their	own	self-importance	and	sin,	and	to	make	
of	these	deep	differences	of	doctrine,	which	originate	in	our	imperfect	understanding	of	the	Gospel.		
	
Peter	also	calls	us	to	have	true	empathy	for	one	another.	We	are	to	rejoice	with	those	who	rejoice	and	
to	weep	with	 those	who	weep	 (Romans	12:15).	When	one	member	of	 the	body	 suffers,	 all	 the	other	
members	 suffer	 with	 it;	 and	 when	 one	 member	 is	 honored,	 all	 the	 members	 rejoice	 with	 it	 (1	
Corinthians	 12:26).	One	 thing	 is	 clear,	 empathy	 and	 selfishness	 cannot	 co-exist.	 As	 long	 as	 self	 is	 the	
most	 important	 thing	 in	 the	world,	 there	 can	be	no	 such	 thing	as	empathy;	empathy	depends	on	 the	
willingness	to	forget	self	and	to	identify	oneself	with	the	pains	and	sorrows	of	others.		
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