
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (September 26 – October 1, 2016) 

 

Monday: 2 Samuel 11:1-27 

The Bible is pointing out that David should have been on the battlefield and not in Jerusalem. In a time 

of war, a soldier was not to indulge himself in the normal comforts of life, including sexual relations with 

his wife (let alone anyone else’s wife). When David and his men fled from Saul to Ahimelech, the priest 

at Nob, he requested bread from Ahimelech. Note very carefully the priest’s words and David’s 

response: (READ 1 Samuel 21:4-5) 

 

David’s words to Ahimelech reflect his awareness of the fact that men who are at war don’t have sexual 

relations with women. David’s sin began when he put himself above the rest of God’s people. The 

tragedy is when David ceased to behave as a warrior should. He also sought to persuade Uriah to do 

likewise. Joab will soon rebuke David for not being present and not participating in Israel’s conflict with 

the Ammonites. (READ 2 Samuel 12:26-30) 

 

This was certainly a hollow victory for David, but at least he finally made an appearance at Rabbah. All 

of this is to say that while David’s sin appears to be sudden, and certainly out of character, it is one that 

results from David’s neglect of duty and his misuse of power.  

 

While his armies are in the field, David, snug and comfy back home, arises from his bed in the evening 

and strolls about on his roof. David’s roof would have been the “penthouse apartment” of that day. His 

palace, no doubt, had a commanding view of Jerusalem, and the view would have been even better 

from the roof. As he looked out, he saw a woman bathing. This is not necessarily unusual. I have seen 

many poor people bathing themselves on the streets of Ghana. The poor do not have the privilege of 

complete privacy. 

 

When David caught sight of this woman, his sin got the better of him. He was, at this moment, no better 

than a Peeping Tom. Remember, what David did was not possible for most men because they did not 

live in a palace that allowed them to look down on the world below. But, the same sin has become even 

easier for men and women today. We may, by only a few clicks of a mouse, look at all the nudity and 

perversion we wish on the internet. We can, by merely pushing a certain button on the remote control, 

see more nudity than David saw on the screen of our television while watching a network broadcast. 

Countless lives have been destroyed by looking at things we should not see. 

 

Had David not been the king of Israel, this matter would have gone no further. He was the most powerful 

man in Israel. What King David wanted, he could get, and without as much as a word of protest. David 

first sent his servants to inquire about this woman’s identity. When he was told that she was married, 

this was another checkpoint that should have terminated his pursuit. This was not a barrier for David. 

He had this woman brought to him, and he slept with her. 

 

You will notice that the Bible makes no attempt to place any of the blame on Bathsheba. We are not 

told that she acted in a provocative manner; we are not told that she agreed to sleep with David---

because in truth, she would have had no say. Every step was taken at the initiative of David. Nathan’s 

rebuke places the entire blame on David, and not on Bathsheba. She was but a young woman, the wife 

of a foreigner; David was the king. When he summoned someone to come, they came. It was not 

David’s charms that brought Bathsheba. The two had never met before that night. It was David’s power 

that brought this event to pass. 

 



When Bathsheba learned that she was pregnant, she sent word to David. David now reached another 

checkpoint in his life. He could own up to his sin and accept the consequences, or he could attempt a 

cover-up. David chose the latter. David once again abuses his power. He summons Uriah from the field 

of battle on the pretext of obtaining a first-hand report on how the war was going. His plan is to bring 

Uriah home, assuming that Uriah will do what he himself did – sleep with Bathsheba. Then, it would 

appear as though this child David fathered was Uriah’s child. It would have worked, too, if Uriah had 

acted as David did. How tempting it was for Uriah to do as David suggested – to go to his house and 

to spend the night with his wife. Uriah was a soldier, but he was much more than that; Uriah was a 

military hero (see 2 Samuel 23:39). He was a man who understood duty, and he would not forsake his 

duties, even to be with his wife and even after David got him drunk. David’s plan to get Uriah to sleep 

with Bathsheba failed. Uriah would know that the child was not his. David was faced with another 

decision. Would he finally confess his sin, or would he move to another level of evil? Sad to say, David 

chose not to confess. It is at this point that David enters into an uncharacteristic partnership with Joab. 

1 Kings 2:5 tells us that David considered Joab to be a murderer. Sin makes strange bedfellows. This 

alliance between David and Joab would never have happened had David not, for the moment, become 

like Joab, a man whose violence David despised. Realizing that Uriah has too much integrity to sleep 

with his wife during war, David changes his plans. David sends orders to Joab, placing Uriah’s death 

warrant in this valiant warrior’s own hands. This man could be trusted to carry these orders and not 

even to look at them. What an incredible man Uriah was! 

 

David’s orders brought about Uriah’s death AND the lives of countless other people. David was willing 

to suffer losses at the hand of the enemy in order to be rid of Uriah. David’s plan gave the enemy the 

advantage and a momentary victory. What a far cry away David is at this moment from the valiant 

warrior he once had been. Joab carried out David’s orders precisely, bringing about Uriah’s death along 

with other Israelite warriors. When Joab’s report of Uriah’s death reached David, his response is 

incredibly calloused. 

 

 Do you suppose Bathsheba had any idea (at least initially) that it was David who issued the order that 

Uriah be killed?  

 Why is confession so important for followers of Christ? 

 Why do some people resist confessing---and even some churches no longer include it in Sunday 

morning worship? 

 

Tuesday James 3:13-18 

“McIntyre” in Scots Gaelic means “The Son of a Carpenter”; but I am afraid I must be a terrible 

embarrassment to my ancestors; because I clearly did not get the carpenter gene.  And honestly that 

bothers me, because I would LOVE to be good in carpentry---I would LOVE to be able to refurbish a 

house; but alas; that’s not my gift.  One of the rules of carpentry is “measure twice and cut once.” The 

theory is to make sure your measurements are correct as you can always recalculate, but once the 

wood is cut wrong, it is wasted.  

In today’s Bible lesson, James is speaking on how we are measured before we cut into the world and 

other people's lives. Is it with good intentions or conceited objectives? If we are seeking God’s wisdom, 

we are being righteous and measuring twice. If we are seeking our own or the world's ways, we just cut 

away--- thus wasting what the Lord gives and distorting God’s Truth. 

God calls us to be wise stewards of not only material things but of what is even more important---

wisdom. Wisdom for the Christian means desiring to live for Christ and not for self---following the ways 



of Christ, and not of culture. Jesus Christ, who was both fully God and fully human was also wise 

beyond our comprehension. He showed the Truth while exercising love and care.  

So, to be followers of Christ today, we are to be exercising integrity and righteousness with gentleness 

and respect. This creates an atmosphere of peace where others see in us the wisdom of God and that 

Jesus Christ is glorified in us.  When we are learning and proclaiming God's wisdom, we will live our 

lives with passion and conviction. We will see life as a wondrous adventure staying in God’s presence 

and precepts.  

 Have you ever measured something wrong and wasted your wood or material? How did you feel? How 

is this like living the Christian life? 

 Have you struggled with jealousy? How so? What causes it? How can you know when your emotions 

get out of control with envy? 

 What is arrogance? Have you struggled with arrogance? How so? What causes it? How can you know 

when your emotions get out of control with being condescending? 

 How would you describe the distinction between the world's wisdom and the wisdom of God? 

 How would you describe a peacemaker? How have you seen this work? Have you been one? How can 

you be one? 

 

Wednesday: Philippians 4:10-20 

In this letter, St. Paul commends the Philippians for doing a good job in solving problems, rejoicing in 

the Lord, praying and learning from godly teaching. They have continued to generously give both the 

volunteer help and financial support they should give to the ministries of God. They have supported the 

missionary efforts of Paul and the worldwide spread of the Gospel. Paul is not thanking them so that 

they will continue to support his ministry. He acknowledges that he really does not need other Christians 

to take care of him. He knows that God will supply everything needed for the work of the ministry (vs. 

11-13).  

 So, what do you suppose was his motive for doing this?  

 The Philippians have allowed God to supply for the needs of Paul through them. For that, he is thankful. 

Paul was confident that God could supply through anyone He chose. It was the willingness of the 

Philippians to be used of God that Paul was grateful for. 

 How do we as the church do this today?   

 Why do some people not do this, or do it so sparingly? 

 Paul also thanked them for communicating with him, and caring for him.  

 What are the two results that Paul mentions which come from their care of him? 

Again, Paul is not thanking them because he wants more money, help and physical goods from them. 

Paul is encouraging them to stay involved in the ministry because the fruit that comes from his work 

will build the Kingdom and makes disciples, and be added to their account in heaven (v. 17). 

Secondly, Paul says that God’s blessings will be on them because they have been involved in God’s 

work. After Paul thanks them for their involvement in the missionary effort, he turns around and says 

that as they have supplied his needs, God will supply their needs (v. 19). Many people want to quote 

this verse out of context and say that we don’t need to worry about anything financial because God will 

supply it all. If you read this verse as it is presented in Philippians 4 you will see that it is conditional on 

the church people being involved in the ministry of others.  We are blessed when we choose to be a 

blessing to others. 



 List the ways that you volunteer to help at church, the ministries that you are CURRENTLY volunteering 

in.  How does it look? 

 If it is not what you know it should be, what ministries could you help with? 

 Are you generously (according to God) supporting the ministries of God at Living Word with financial 

gifts?  If your financial support is not what God expects, what are you going to do to correct that? 

 

Thursday: Matthew 7:7-12 

Prayer is not a vending machine where we can pick what we want, and what we want to do. Rather, it 

is submission---it is making the conscious choice to align our desires with God’s. This passage has led 

many people to think that God is a cosmic Santa Claus who will give us what we seek, what we want if 

we just have enough faith. But, that is plainly not the message this passage gives to us. Yes, we are to 

seek, we are to knock, we are to be persistent with our prayers. But, we are not to seek just to help our 

selfish concerns. Prayer is seeking the will of God.  We are not to ask God to bless what we are doing; 

rather, we are to ask God to help us know what He is blessing, so that we can do it.  That is wisdom---

that is integrity. Prayer is the instrument for seeking how to get God’s Will done, not our will. 

Ask and it will be given--This is a very bold and direct statement, which is rare, if not non-existent in 

other languages and cultures of the time, including Hebrew law and writings. This passage is saying 

that we have the right and ability (by what Christ has done on the cross) to go directly to God in prayer. 

There is no need for intermediaries or special priests or rituals. There is a promise in this passage that 

gives us the confidence that God hears our prayers and even answers them. But, we are not to assume 

that God answers our whims and desires. We are not the focus of true prayer, nor are we God. God 

and Lord of the universe, is sovereign, and His Will is to be sought, brought into our hearts and minds, 

and then put into practice. We also have to have confidence that His answer is best! We often seek 

those things that are not beneficial or right for us because our view, understanding, and thinking do not 

include all of the information. We only see our temporary and immediate needs, whereas God sees it 

all--the outcome that we do not see. God’s answers are conditioned upon our abiding in Him and His 

Will. How sad it is that so many Christians never enjoy God's favor, simply because they do not ask!  

 Have you asked, sought, or knocked today?  If you did, did you take the time and effort to LISTEN? 

 How much time do you spend in prayer? How much should you? What is in the way? 

 Have you considered the value of perseverance and its application to prayer? 

 Why would some Christians think that prayer is like a vending machine or God like a bellhop, so we 

seek what we want, and what we want to do if we have enough faith? Why is that appealing to some 

people? How appealing is seeking His will? Which really requires more faith, to get what you want or 

to serve Him? 

 Prayer is getting our mindset aligned with God’s. What are some of the things that get you sidetracked 

from pursuing your faith more deeply though prayer? 

 What are the conditions we must meet in order to have our prayers answered? 

 

Friday: Romans 1:24-25 

Paul writes of God giving people over to sexual impurity.  This can be understood in two ways.  First, 

God gave us free will to enable us to love; and, for the sake of love, God has chosen to not interfere 

with our free will.  Unfortunately, because we are free to do so, many people pursue their lusts, and 

allow that lust to consume them. (Read Ephesians 4:19)  Without choice, there can be no love.  To give 

us the opportunity to love Him, God has to give us the opportunity to turn our backs on Him and love 

something else.  When Paul writes of God giving people over, it should not be understood as God 

casting people aside, as if this is God’s decision, God’s action; but rather it is something God regretfully 

permits. 



Secondly, we need to understand the element in judgment in this.  In essence, Paul is saying, “It is not 

what God wants, but if this is what we insist upon, God will turn us over to our desires, and we will get 

exactly what we want, and exactly what we have coming to us.”  It is a fact that the more we sin, the 

easier it becomes to sin.  When we begin, we are wracked with guilt and regret, but the next time does 

not bother us as much, until in time, if unchecked, we can do sin quite casually, without and real 

remorse.  This is true as individuals, and as a culture.   

 Why does God allow us to choose to do evil? 

 Why does God not simply step in and prevent it? 

 What does it mean that God turns us over to our desires? 

 Why is it that the more we sin, the easier it becomes? 

Saturday: Romans 1:26-27 

As ugly as Paul portrays the Roman culture, his description was certainly no worse than that of the 

Roman writers of this time period.  Just like our culture today---it was a wide open, anything goes 

culture, where almost anything was permitted, and even celebrated.  The Roman poet Virgil, who was 

a contemporary of St. Paul wrote: “Right and wrong are confounded; so many wars the world over, 

so many forms of wrong; no worthy honor is left…”   It was a time of great prosperity and 

unparalleled luxury.  The public baths in Rome had hot and cold running taps made of pure silver.  The 

Emperor Caligula insisted that the circus floor be sprinkled with gold dust instead of sawdust whenever 

he was in attendance.   

It was an age so bored with ordinary things that entertainment had to become more and more 

scandalous just to interest people.  Tacitus wrote: “The greater the infamy, the wilder the delight.”  

As you can imagine this led to all sorts of moral decay.  There was not a single recorded case of divorce 

in the first 520 years of the Roman Republic.  The first recorded divorce was in 234 B.C.  But now, 

Seneca wrote: “Women were married to be divorced and divorced to be married.”  The social elite 

dated their lives by the names of their spouse at the time---one high ranking Roman noble had eight 

husbands in the span of five years.  And Clement wrote that Agrippina---the wife of the Emperor himself 

used to leave the palace each night and go down and serve as a whore in a brothel just for the kicks of 

cheap sex. The historian Livy wrote that 14 of the first 15 emperors were homosexuals. 

There is nothing that Paul says about this society that they did not say about themselves.  And yet, in 

the very epicenter of this culture was precisely where Paul wished to bring the Gospel of which he was 

unashamed.  The world needed Jesus Christ, and Paul was committed with his life to offer Christ to the 

world. 

 Do you see the parallels between the Roman world of St. Paul and our culture today? 

 What does it mean “Those who do not know history are doomed to repeat it?” 

 Could it be that our politically correct culture is simply immoral, and it is not loving and kind to be 

politically correct? 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 


