
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(September	5-10,	2016)	
	
Monday:	Genesis	1:26-31	
Psalm	8:3-9	reads:		"When	I	consider	Your	heavens,	the	work	of	Your	fingers,	the	moon	and	the	stars,	
what	is	man	that	You	take	thought	of	him,	and	the	son	of	man	that	You	care	for	him?...You	make	him	
to	rule	over	the	works	of	Your	hands.	You	have	put	all	things	under	his	feet…All	sheep	and	oxen,	and	
also	the	beasts	of	the	field,	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	the	fish	of	the	sea…"		
	
From	these	verses	we	clearly	see	that	God	gave	humankind	stewardship	over	all	creation	-	the	heavens,	
moon,	stars	(all	of	outer	space),	and	over	all	of	earth's	wildlife	and	domesticated	animals	including	birds,	
fish,	sheep,	oxen	and	beasts	of	the	field.	These	are	the	"work	of	His	hands."		
	
In	fact,	the	Bible's	words	for	"economics"	and	for	"stewardship"	are	both	derived	from	the	same	Greek	
word,	"oikonomia."	Oikonomia	means	that	humankind	is	a	manager	of	the	"household	of	earth."		In	the	
original	 Garden	 of	 Eden,	God	 filled	 this	 paradise	with	 animals	 of	 every	 description.	 There	was	 such	 a	
large	variety	of	 life	 forms	that	God	brought	His	creatures	to	Adam	and	commanded	that	he	give	them	
names.		
	
"And	whatever	 the	man	 called	 every	 living	 creature	 that	was	 its	 name.	 The	man	 gave	 names	 to	 all	
livestock	and	to	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	to	every	beast	of	the	field"	(Genesis	2:19-20).		
	
In	other	words,	humanity	was	given	dominion	over	 the	animals	which	meant	 that	we	would	rule	over	
and	care	for	them	for	God.	Creation	and	the	animals	in	creation	are	not	ours---they	are	God’s.		We	don’t	
own	them,	God	does.		Therefore,	we	are	not	free	to	do	with	them	what	we	please,	any	more	than	we	are	
free	to	do	with	our	neighbor’s	children	what	we	please	when	we	are	babysitting.		We	are	caring	for	other	
people’s	children.	
	
"God	said,	 'Let	us	make	man	 in	our	 image,	after	our	 likeness.	And	 let	 them	have	dominion	over	 the	
fish	of	the	sea	and	over	the	birds	of	the	heavens	and	over	the	livestock	and	over	all	the	earth	and	over	
every	creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth"	(Genesis	1:26).		
	
Animals	were	a	part	of	 the	creation	that	God	called	"good"	(Genesis	1:25).	 It	can	be	understood---and	
this	 is	 the	way	 I	 understand	 it---that	 the	 Bible	 affirms	 from	 the	beginning	 that	 animals	 have	 souls.	 In	
Genesis	1:20,	24,	we	 find	 the	Hebrew	word	 for	 "soul"	 (nephesh)	used	with	animals.	 	God	created	 the	
animals	and	calls	 them	good.	 	God	appoints	us	as	God’s	stewards	to	care	 for	what	 is	His---so	we	must	
treat	them	as	God	would	have	them	be	treated.	
	

• If	 you	are	borrowing	 someone’s	 car,	do	you	 treat	 it	 the	 same	way	you	would	 treat	 your	own?		
When	something	is	not	ours,	we	do	not	have	the	right	to	treat	it	how	we	please.		What	does	this	
tell	us	about	the	world,	and	all	that	is	in	it?	

	
	
Tuesday:	Matthew	10:29-31	
We	often	quote	Matthew	10:29-31	to	emphasize	how	much	God	cares	for	every	single	human	being	on	
earth.	Jesus	used	a	sparrow---a	“dime	a	dozen”	bird,	to	help	us	grasp	the	extent	of	God’s	concern	for	us.	
If	God	cares	about	the	death	of	a	common	bird,	He	certainly	cares	about	the	needs	of	humans.	But	if	we	
are	paying	attention;	that	is	not	all	that	we	learn	from	this	passage.	Jesus	also	gave	us	great	insight	into	
God’s	attitude	toward	animals.	True,	humans	are	the	most	valuable	of	all	the	animals	to	God,	but	Jesus	
didn’t	say	that	animals	have	no	value	to	God---God	still	values	the	life	of	that	little	sparrow	enough	to	be	
moved	by	its	death.	



	
It	isn’t	just	that	God	notices	the	sparrow’s	death,	like	we	notice	the	weather.	Jesus	taught	us	that	God	
CARES	for	the	sparrow---God	is	emotionally	invested	in	that	sparrow.	Once	we	acknowledge	that	God	is	
emotionally	 invested	 in	birds,	and	of	course	all	animals,	we	will	come	to	see	why	we	need	to	care	for	
them;	and	never	abuse	or	exploit	them	for	our	own	benefit.	
		

• Can	we	claim	to	love	God	if	we	do	not	love	that	which	God	loves?	
	
Wednesday:	Jonah	4	
The	 story	 of	 Jonah	 also	 offers	 insight	 into	 God’s	 concern	 for	 animals.	 After	 Jonah	 preached	 and	 the	
people	 of	 Nineveh	 repented,	 Jonah	 expressed	 his	 anger	 at	 God’s	 decision	 not	 to	 send	 destructive	
judgment	 on	 the	 people.	 In	 confronting	 Jonah	 about	 his	 hard-hearted	 attitude,	 God	 reminded	 Jonah	
that	 not	 only	 have	 120,000	 people	 been	 spared,	 “many	 animals”	were	 also	 spared	 (Jonah	 4:11).	 The	
well-being	of	these	animals	mattered	to	God.		Too	often,	we	passively	dismiss	animals	as	“things”;	but	
God	does	not.		God	sees	them	as	His	beautiful	creatures,	as	wonderful	beings	who	have	needs,	feelings,	
and	the	capacity	to	love.	
	
In	 addition,	 Scripture	 teaches	 that	God	 is	 personally	 involved	 in	 feeding	 the	 animals.	 Psalm	104:14	 is	
instructive	 here.	 It	 says	 God	 “causes”	 the	 grass	 to	 grow	 for	 the	 cattle.	 God	 isn’t	 simply	 passively	
watching	nature	 take	 care	of	 its	 own---God	 is	 actively	 caring	 for	 the	 animals.	 Verse	 21	 continues	 this	
theme	 when	 it	 says	 the	 young	 lions	 “seek	 their	 food	 from	 God.”	 Pulling	 these	 individual	 examples	
together,	 the	psalmist	 speaks	of	animals	 in	general,	 saying,	 “They	all	wait	 for	You	 (God)	 to	give	 them	
their	food	in	due	season”	(Verse	27).	
	
Thursday:	Psalm	148	
In	Psalm	148,	the	psalmist	called	on	everything	to	praise	the	Lord.	He	included	in	this	call	sea	creatures,	
wild	animals,	 cattle,	 small	 creatures	and	birds	 (Verses	7,	10).	 The	 final	 verse	of	 the	 final	psalm	of	 the	
entire	 psalter	 reads:	 “Let	 everything	 that	 has	 breath	 praise	 the	 Lord.	 Praise	 the	 Lord!”	 (Psalm	150:6).	
Even	though	they	don’t	do	so	with	words,	animals	still	bring	glory	and	praise	to	God.	
	
By	their	very	existence,	animals:	(1)	Point	to	God	as	creator.	Animals	are	as	much	the	product	of	God’s	
creative	energy	as	any	other	part	of	creation.	(2)	Point	to	God	as	love.	God	loves	life	so	much	He	creates	
it	 in	 seeming	endless	 variety.	 (3)	 Point	 to	God	as	designer.	Animals	 fill	 a	 crucial	 part	of	 the	 symbiotic	
relationship	between	all	of	creation.	(4)	Point	to	God	as	artist.	Animals	are	a	living	display	of	the	natural	
beauty	God	has	built	into	creation.	
	
Friday:	Leviticus	16:1-34																																																																																																					
Seeing	 anything	 abused	 is	 disgusting---but	 somehow	 it	 seems	 even	 worse	 when	 it	 is	 children	 and	
animals;	because	 they	both	are	 so	 innocent.	Animals	appear	 to	 lack	 the	 capacity	 for	moral	 reflection.	
They	simply	do	what	they	do.	Scripture	supports	this	understanding.	 It	was	humans	who	ate	from	the	
tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil,	not	animals	(Genesis	3:1-7).	
	
This	 observation	 of	 animal	 innocence	 is	 not	 only	 important	 for	 our	 understanding	 of	 animals;	 it	 also	
helps	us	understand	our	sense	of	justice.	When	we	ask	why	we	are	offended	by	cruelty	to	animals,	we	
recognize	we	 are	 reacting	 to	 an	 innate	 sense	within	 us	 that	 is	 repulsed	by	wanton	 violations	 of	 their	
innocence	 and	 vulnerability.	 This	 recognition	 helps	 us	 understand	 some	 of	 our	 motivations	 for	 our	
criminal	 justice	 system.	 When	 we	 punish	 acts	 of	 aggression	 against	 our	 fellow	 humans,	 we	 are	
responding	 to	violations	of	 their	 innocence	and	vulnerability.	Such	violations	 should	be	punished.	Our	
sense	of	justice	demands	it.	
	



Furthermore,	 we	 learn	 about	 divine	 justice	 from	 animals.	 Israel’s	 biblically	 mandated	 practice	 of	
substitutionary	atonement	provides	this	lesson.	Scripture	teaches	that	rebellion	against	God	is	sin,	and	
sin	separates	us	from	God.	God	created	the	sacrificial	system	in	Israel	to	help	His	people	understand	this	
reality.	He	commanded	that	this	system	regularly	kill	innocent	animals	in	order	to	satisfy	the	demands	of	
His	divine	justice	(Leviticus	16:1-34).	The	innocent	animals	would	bear	the	sin	of	the	people.	This	bloody	
display	served	as	an	 imperfect	model	of	 the	perfect	model	 that	was	yet	 to	come—when	the	 innocent	
animal,	and	Son	of	God	would	offer	Himself	as	the	true,	eternal,	substitutionary	sacrifice	for	the	sin	of	all	
humanity	(Romans	3:21-26).	
	
Saturday:	Genesis	7																																																																																																																																																
At	the	risk	of	sounding	like	I	am	running	for	president	of	the	Humane	Society	(although	I	have	to	admit---
that	would	be	a	great	gig)	 I	 think	 it	bears	mentioning,	after	being	 inundated	with	verse	after	verse	of	
God’s	covenant	promise	with	every	living	creature	on	the	earth,	that	God	is	making	good	not	only	with	
humanity,	but	with	all	of	the	created	order.	And	let’s	face	it,	that’s	only	fair---the	animals	did	not	screw	
up	God’s	beautiful	creation---humans	did!		
	
What	 I’m	 trying	 to	 say	 is	 this:	 God	 is	 hoping	 that	 by	 pushing	 the	 reset	 buttons	 on	 humanity---all	 of	
creation	will	be	made	whole.	Perhaps	the	point	here	isn’t	about	rainbows	painted	on	the	walls	of	some	
nursery	with	vague	notions	of	God’s	promises.	Perhaps	it’s	about	us	being	aware	of	our	need	to	hit	the	
reset	button	from	time	to	time	in	our	own	life,	to	try	to	step	back	and	see	things	more	clearly.	Perhaps	
it’s	 about	making	 room	 for	 the	 rest	of	 creation	 in	our	arrogant	human	way	of	believing	 that	 the	only	
creatures	Jesus	died	to	save	are	humans.			
	

• How	has	God's	attitude	toward	creation	changed	since	the	beginning	(1:31;	6:6-7,	11-13,	17)?	
• What	provisions	does	God	make	 for	Noah	and	 for	 the	various	 living	creatures	 to	preserve	 life	

after	the	flood	(7:14-22)?	
• What	details	are	given	about	the	flood	and	its	results	(7:17-24)?	
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