
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	10-15,	2016)	
		
Monday:		Hebrews	11	
This	 week’s	 Bible	 study	 focuses	 in	 on	 the	 subject	 of	 faith	 –	 but	 especially,	 faith	 as	 it	 relates	 to	 the	
practice	of	generosity.		In	yesterday’s	sermon,	we	talked	about	Jesus’	words	in	Matthew	17	that	faith	as	
small	as	a	mustard	seed	is	capable	of	moving	mountains.		Jesus	said	this	to	His	disciples	after	they	were	
unable	to	heal	a	young	boy	suffering	from	seizures.		The	clear	implication	of	Jesus’	comments	was	that	
the	real	problem	was	that	the	disciples	did	not	really	believe	they	could	do	anything	to	help	the	boy	–	
they	saw	the	situation	as	hopeless,	even	though	they	had	apparently	“tried”	to	help.	
	
Today’s	reading	from	Hebrews	gives	the	powerful	biblical	understanding	of	what	faith	really	is.		Faith	is	
“being	 sure	 of	 what	 we	 hope	 for	 and	 certain	 of	 what	 we	 do	 not	 see.”	 	 Faith	 is	 the	 foundation	 of	
everything	we	hope	 for.	 	But	 the	writer	knows	 that	hope	could,	 theoretically,	be	based	on	something	
only	imagined,	something	with	no	basis	in	reality.		And	so	the	writer	goes	on	to	say	that	faith	is	not	ONLY	
about	hope	–	it’s	also	about	confidence	or	certainty	about	things	we	cannot	see	with	our	own	eyes.		The	
chapter	then	provides	illustrations	from	a	substantial	list	of	Old	Testament	characters	who	exhibited	this	
kind	 of	 faith,	 trusting	 in	 the	 promises	 of	 God	 even	when	 the	 outcome	was	 unknown.	 	 Each	 of	 these	
biblical	 references	 serves	 as	 an	 example	 of	 God	 accomplishing	 great	 things	 through	 ordinary	 people,	
because	the	people	trusted	in	God’s	promises	even	when	the	odds	were	against	them.	
	
The	author	of	Hebrews	writes	to	encourage	his	readers	to	exhibit	this	same	kind	of	faith.		Jump	ahead	
and	read	Hebrews	13:1-5.		The	writer	wants	us	to	understand	that	faith	in	God	has	practical	implications	
for	our	behavior.		Love	each	other.		Be	hospitable	to	strangers.		Care	for	prisoners.		Keep	your	marriage	
pure.	 	And	avoid	the	love	of	money,	having	faith	 in	the	promise	of	God,	“Never	will	 I	 leave	you,	never	
will	 I	 forsake	 you.”	 	 In	 other	words,	 real	 faith	 is	 exhibited	 in	 emulating	 the	 generosity	 of	 God	 in	 our	
relationships	with	everyone	and	everything	–	friend,	stranger,	prisoner,	spouse	…	and	money.		We	know	
we	can	BE	generous,	because	God	has	made	us	a	promise.	
	

• How	do	you	experience	God’s	promise,	“Never	will	I	leave	you,	never	will	I	forsake	you”?	
• How	is	your	faith	 in	God’s	promise	reflected	 in	your	practice	of	generosity	with	friends?	 	With	

strangers?		With	prisoners?		With	your	spouse?		With	money?	
	
Tuesday:		Deuteronomy	15:1-11	
The	book	of	Deuteronomy	 consists	 largely	of	 speeches	 from	Moses,	 after	 the	Exodus	 from	Egypt	 and	
before	 the	 entry	 into	 the	 Promised	 Land,	 teaching	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 how	 they	 are	 to	 live	 as	 the	
covenant	people	of	God,	as	God	had	instructed	Moses	on	Mount	Sinai.		As	today’s	reading	shows,	love	
of	neighbor,	and	 indeed,	 love	of	all	humanity	 is	an	underlying	foundation	to	all	of	 the	Jewish	 law	that	
God	gave	to	Moses.	
	
The	purpose	of	today’s	reading	is	to	demonstrate	that	having	a	generous	heart	has	been	part	of	God’s	
expectation	of	 people	who	would	 follow	God	 since	 the	 earliest	 times.	 	 Amazingly,	 every	 seven	 years,	
every	single	debt	among	the	people	of	God	was	to	be	forgiven.		This	year,	known	as	the	Sabbatical	year,	
was	a	way	to	provide	rest	and	release	from	large	burdens	that	would	keep	people	oppressed	by	their	
debt	 for	 long	 periods	 of	 time.	 	 God’s	 desire,	 according	 to	 verse	 4,	 is	 that	 “there	 should	 be	 no	 poor	
among	you.”		If	there	are	poor,	be	openhanded,	extraordinarily	generous,	and	lend	whatever	is	needed	
–	even	if	the	Sabbatical	year	is	right	around	the	corner.		To	avoid	making	a	loan	in	the	knowledge	that	it	
would	be	forgiven	in	an	imminent	Sabbatical	year	was	to	commit	a	grievous	sin.		Caring	more	about	your	
loss	than	about	your	poor	neighbor	was	a	clear	sign	of	being	out	of	right	relationship	with	God.		Moses	
concludes	 this	 section	with	 strong	words,	 in	 the	 form	of	 a	COMMAND:	 “Be	openhanded	 toward	your	
brothers	and	toward	the	poor	and	needy	in	your	land.”	
	

• What	do	you	think	would	be	the	effect	on	society	of	the	actual	carrying	out	of	a	Sabbatical	year?	
• How	would	you	feel	about	having	debts	you	owe	forgiven	every	seven	years?	



• How	would	you	feel	about	having	debts	owed	TO	you	forgiven	every	seven	years?	
• How	much	failure	on	the	people	of	God’s	part	to	be	as	generous	as	God	commands	us	to	be	is	

because	of	the	indebtedness	OF	the	people	of	God?	
• How	do	you	feel	about	the	fact	that	the	last	verse	is	stated	as	a	command?	
• How	generous	are	you	toward	the	poor	and	needy	in	your	land?	

	
Wednesday:		1	Chronicles	29:1-20	
Today’s	 reading	 is	 from	 the	 time	 period	 at	 the	 end	 of	 King	 David’s	 life,	 prior	 to	 his	 son	 Solomon	
becoming	king	over	 Israel.	 	With	God’s	help,	David	had	succeeded	 in	uniting	the	tribes	of	 Israel	 into	a	
unified	 kingdom.	 	 Now,	David	 goes	 about	 providing	 his	 son	with	 the	 resources	 Solomon	will	 need	 to	
build	a	place	to	worship	the	God	who	had	been	guiding	Israel	for	generations	–	a	Temple.		The	cost	of	
the	 construction	was	 formidable.	 	And	 so,	 the	primary	 issue	 is	 presented	as	 a	question	at	 the	end	of	
verse	 5:	 “Who	will	 consecrate	 themselves	 (willingly	 offer	 of	 themselves	 and	 their	 possessions)	 to	 the	
Lord?”	
	
Back	in	the	book	of	Exodus,	when	the	people	of	Israel	were	still	wandering	in	the	desert	prior	to	settling	
in	 the	 Promised	 Land,	 the	 portable	 worship	 space	 known	 as	 the	 Tabernacle	 had	 been	 completely	
constructed	out	 of	 the	 freewill	 offerings	 of	 the	 people.	 	 Then,	Moses	 had	 commanded	 the	 people	 to	
make	such	an	offering,	similar	to	the	command	we	saw	yesterday	concerning	giving	to	the	poor.		Now,	
David,	 in	a	different	 time	and	place,	does	not	command	…	he	attempts	 to	persuade	his	people	of	 the	
propriety	 of	making	 freewill	 offerings	 for	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 permanent	 Temple.	 	 He	 does	 so	 by	
personal	example,	and	by	 the	example	of	 the	 leadership	of	 the	people.	 	Verse	9	 says	 that	 the	people	
rejoiced	at	the	overwhelming	generosity	shown,	and	David’s	prayer	reflects	a	theological	understanding	
of	wealth	 and	 possessions	 that	 is	 still	 an	 underpinning	 of	 our	 faith	 today:	 “everything	 in	 heaven	 and	
earth	 is	 yours	…	wealth	 and	honor	 come	 from	you	…	we	have	given	 you	 only	what	 comes	 from	your	
hand.”		Through	his	prayer,	David	reminded	the	people	that	giving	to	God	in	this	way,	especially	for	the	
construction	of	a	Temple	for	God,	was	truly	simply	returning	to	God	what	was	already	God’s.	
	

• How	do	you	feel	about	providing	resources	for	construction	or	upkeep	of	houses	of	worship	for	
God	versus	giving	for	the	poor	and	needy?		How	does	the	former	actually	enhance	the	church’s	
ability	to	do	the	latter?		Or	does	it?	

• How	did	providing	 resources	 for	 the	 construction	of	 the	Temple	help	 the	 Israelites	 to	express	
their	faith	in	God?	

• How	does	 acknowledging	 that	God	 is	 the	 true	 owner	 of	 all	we	 have	 affect	 our	willingness	 to	
give?	

	
Thursday:		2	Chronicles	31:2-21	
Eventually,	the	Temple	became	a	center	of	life	for	the	Jewish	people.		Part	of	the	laws	of	Moses	stated	
that	the	Levites,	the	descendants	of	the	tribe	of	Levi,	would	not	inherit	land	as	part	of	the	distribution	of	
the	 Promised	 Land	 among	 the	 tribes	 of	 Israel.	 	 Rather,	 the	 Levites	 would	 serve	 in	 perpetuity	 as	
caretakers	of	 the	Tabernacle,	 and	 later,	 the	Temple	of	God.	 	 The	 Levites	depended	entirely	upon	 the	
required	Temple	sacrifices	of	the	people	for	their	welfare.	
	
Prior	 to	 the	 time	of	King	Hezekiah,	who	 is	 the	subject	of	 today’s	 reading,	 the	practice	of	 Judaism	had	
fallen	 apart.	 	 Idolatry	 was	 rampant,	 and	 people	 ignored	 the	 requirements	 to	 provide	 for	 the	 Levites	
through	the	Temple	offering.		King	Hezekiah	realized	that	the	difficulties	facing	his	people	were	largely	
due	to	the	 failure	of	prior	kings	 to	uphold	the	 laws	of	Moses.	 	He	began	a	massive	reform	effort,	and	
today’s	reading	reflects	his	actions	to	rectify	the	years	of	 injustice	against	the	Levites.	 	Beginning	with	
himself,	 he	ordered	everyone	 to	bring	 their	 required	 tithe	 in	 to	 the	Temple	–	 the	 first	 fruits	of	 grain,	
wine,	oil,	honey,	produce,	herds,	and	flocks.		The	people	complied,	and	distribution	was	made	to	every	
priest	and	Levite	living	in	Israel.	
	



• How	 do	 you	 feel	 about	 using	 your	 financial	 resources	 to	 provide	 for	 the	 salaries	 of	 church	
pastors	 and	 support	 staff	 versus	 for	 mission	 work	 with	 the	 poor	 or	 for	 the	 construction	 or	
upkeep	of	a	house	of	worship?	

• Why	did	God’s	plan	for	Israel	include	allowing	the	priests	and	Levites	to	use	the	tithe	to	support	
themselves	and	their	families?	

• Many	people	express	concern	when	their	gifts	to	God	are	used	not	only	for	mission	work,	but	
also	 for	debt	 reduction	on	construction	costs	 for	 the	church	building,	maintenance	costs	 for	a	
church	such	as	utilities	or	repairs,	or	staff	salaries.		We	have	seen	over	the	past	three	days	that	
there	is	biblical	warrant	for	using	the	offerings	of	the	people	for	each	of	these	purposes.		How	
are	 these	 uses	 of	 offerings	 for	 God	 mutually	 beneficial	 to	 each	 other?	 	 What	 kind	 of	
proportionality	among	them	feels	right	to	you?	

• How	does	a	generous	spirit	enable	the	complete	work	of	the	church	to	be	accomplished?	
	
Friday:		John	14:5-14	
At	 the	 Last	 Supper,	 Jesus	made	 a	 rather	 stunning	 statement	 to	 His	 disciples.	 	 In	 verse	 12	 of	 today’s	
reading,	Jesus	says	“anyone	who	has	faith	in	me	will	do	what	I	have	been	doing.		He	will	do	even	greater	
things	than	these,	because	I	am	going	to	the	Father.”		Many	of	us	read	these	words	and	wonder,	“how	
can	 we	 possibly	 do	 greater	 things	 than	 Jesus	 did?”	 	 But	 Jesus	 was	 not	 promising	 each	 individual	
miraculous	powers	that	would	enable	each	follower	of	Christ	to	perform	Christ-like	miracles.		Rather,	He	
was	confirming	that	by	working	together	as	the	body	of	Christ,	the	church	is	able	to	accomplish	far	more	
through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	than	Jesus	was	able	to	as	an	individual	person.		Jesus	even	goes	on	
to	say	 that	 this	 is	part	of	WHY	He	 is	 leaving	–	so	 that	 the	Holy	Spirit	can	come,	and	the	world	can	be	
impacted	by	the	Holy	Spirit	working	through	Christians	across	the	globe.	
	
What’s	interesting,	though,	is	that	Jesus	says	that	what	is	required	for	this	to	happen	is,	again,	faith.		We	
need	to	have	faith	that	it	really	is	true	that	together,	as	the	church,	we	can	do	great	things	–	Jesus-like	
things!		But	part	of	how	we	do	that	entails	recognizing	that	together,	we	can	have	a	far	greater	impact	
on	the	world	than	we	can	as	 individuals.	 	When	it	comes	to	generosity,	the	total	really	 is	greater	than	
the	sum	of	the	parts!		Just	think	about	our	own	Ghana	Project	–	on	our	own,	none	of	us	could	afford	to	
build	a	 school	 in	 Sekoti	or	dozens	of	water	boreholes	across	northern	Ghana.	 	But	 together,	we	have	
been	able	to	do	those	projects	and	more!	 	 Imagine	the	“greater	things	than	these”	that	the	people	of	
Living	Word	could	accomplish	if	every	single	one	of	us	exhibited	biblical	generosity!	
	

• Have	you	ever	really	thought	or	prayed	about	what	next	big	things	God	might	be	calling	Living	
Word	to	accomplish	by	pooling	our	resources	together?	

• What	can	you	point	to	as	evidence	of	the	truth	of	Jesus’	words?	
• Do	you	really	WANT	to	be	part	of	what	Jesus	is	talking	about?		How	is	your	answer	reflected	in	

your	practice	of	generosity?	
	
Saturday:		2	Corinthians	8:1-15	
In	today’s	reading,	the	apostle	Paul	speaks	frankly	to	the	Corinthian	church	on	the	subject	of	generosity.		
He	lets	them	know	that	neighboring	churches,	the	churches	in	Macedonia,	have	exhibited	tremendous	
generosity	 in	 spite	 of	 their	 extreme	 poverty,	 and	 beyond	 what	 Paul	 believed	 they	 were	 capable	 of	
(Macedonia	was	in	what	is	today	northeastern	Greece,	while	Corinth	is	in	southern	Greece).		Paul	says	
he	tells	them	this	not	to	shame	them,	or	command	them,	into	giving,	but	simply	so	they	know	how	they	
compare	to	what	others	are	doing.		He	reminds	the	Corinthians	that	Christ	became	poor	on	our	behalf,	
as	 an	 incentive	 to	 think	 about	 what	 it	 means	 to	 behave	 in	 a	 Christ-like	 manner.	 	 He	 reminds	 the	
Corinthians	that	they	have	behaved	generously	in	the	past,	and	that	now	is	the	time	to	keep	it	up.		The	
goal,	Paul	says,	is	not	that	the	Corinthians	must	turn	themselves	into	the	needy,	but	simply	to	level	the	
playing	 field,	 so	 that	 others	 who	 ARE	 in	 need	 are	 cared	 for.	 	 Then,	 when	 hardship	 comes	 to	 the	
Corinthians,	others	will	care	for	them	as	well.	
	



The	generosity	level	of	the	members	of	almost	every	church	in	America	varies	anywhere	from	nothing	to	
10%	of	gross	 income	 (the	 tithe)	or	more.	 	 Furthermore,	 the	percentage	of	 the	congregation	 that	 is	at	
each	of	 these	 levels	decreases	as	 the	generosity	 level	 increases.	 	 There	are	 far	more	members	of	 the	
typical	 local	church	who	give	nothing	than	there	are	members	who	tithe	or	go	beyond	the	tithe.	 	 In	a	
way,	this	is	to	be	expected.		As	people	discover	Christ,	and	begin	to	grow	in	their	faith,	their	practice	of	
generosity	 grows	 right	 along	 with	 their	 faith.	 	 The	 reason	 for	 this	 is	 the	 growing	 awareness	 and	
internalization	of	the	abundance	of	the	free	gift	of	God’s	grace	shared	by	Jesus	Christ	sacrificially	with	
us,	 resulting	 in	 its	 overflow	 in	 the	 form	 of	 generous	 giving.	 	We	 remember	 that	 Christ	who	was	 rich	
became	poor	for	our	sake.		We	remember	God’s	promise	from	Day	One	of	this	study	–	“never	will	I	leave	
you,	never	will	I	forsake	you”	–	and	we	grow	to	trust	in	that	promise	with	all	that	we	are.		We	don’t	just	
“hope”	 it’s	 true,	we	BELIEVE	that	 it’s	 true,	we	KNOW	that	 it’s	 true,	we	have	FAITH	that	 it’s	 true.	 	And	
that	allows	generosity	to	bloom.	
	

• As	you	prepare	to	provide	Living	Word	with	your	Estimate	of	Giving	card	for	2017,	ask	yourself	
where	you	are	on	the	generosity	spectrum,	and	where	you	would	like	to	be.	

• Ask	 yourself	 how	 “invested”	 you	 are	 in	 the	work	 of	 the	 Kingdom	 that	 is	 happening	 at	 Living	
Word.	

• Ask	yourself	 if	you	believe	(have	faith)	that	the	Holy	Spirit	 is	moving	within	Living	Word,	and	if	
you	have	the	kind	of	faith	that	moves	mountains.	

• Pray	 for	 God’s	 guidance	 to	 help	 you	 take	 intentional	 steps	 to	 move	 toward	 your	 generosity	
goals.	

• Pray	for	Living	Word	to	be	empowered	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	through	the	abundant	generosity	
of	those	who	make	it	their	church	home,	to	do	great	things	for	the	Kingdom	of	God.	
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