
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (November 28-December 3, 2016) 

 
Monday: Hebrews 11:1-13 
 
What's the longest you've had to wait for something? I imagine almost everyone has a memory of 
Christmas Eve as a child; squeezing your eyes shut, trying with all your might to go to sleep on 
Christmas Eve. For those of you with orthodox parents, you knew that even opening one present 
before Christmas morning was akin to high heresy. And so you counted sheep and waited…and went 
to the bathroom as noisily as possible as many times as you thought you could get away with, hoping 
you would “accidentally” wake up your parents so you could run downstairs and dive into what Santa 
brought. 
 
Waiting is still difficult. I am still lousy at it. We expect everything to be at our fingertips the moment 
we have the desire for it. It's a world we've growing into and it's addicting. We live in a world of easy 
downloads, instantaneous email, and food prepared in a few minutes. Yet God finds ways of making 
us wait. Waiting and the Christian faith go hand-in-hand. 
 
We wait for that special someone to finally come into our lives. We wait for the baby we've dreamed 
we'd hold in our arms. We wait for the phone to ring so we can return to a job with a normal salary 
and benefits. Waiting in hope is the very embodiment of faith. 
In Hebrews 11:13 we are reminded that faith involves trust in God's promise even if the promises of 
God are fulfilled long after we're gone. The Bible says, "These all died in faith without having 
received the promises, but they saw them from a distance ..."  
 
Advent is the holy season of holy waiting. What are you waiting on God for this year? Remember the 
years of silence as God's people waited for the Messiah. Take time today, right now if possible, to 
reflect on the fact that God's timing is very different from ours. 
 
The birth of Jesus Christ gives us assurance and hope because even though God’s people waited for 
centuries---God broke into our darkness at just the right time. 
 
Are you struggling with a lack of faith? That's OK. It doesn't take much faith to get God's attention. 
Jesus encouraged his frustrated followers this way: "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you will tell this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you." (Matthew 17:20) 
 
Most of us try to grow a forest in one day. Jesus, however, invites you to begin with a tiny seed. 
Watch it grow and wait for it to become all that you dreamed it would be. An entire nation waited 
centuries before their eternal king appeared. Mary wasn't given a full-grown son. 
 
The magi from the east didn't see the Messiah to appear at their front door. Are you willing to plant 
faith and wait upon God? Nothing seems to be appearing on the horizon today, but just wait! God 
always keeps his promises, even to those who have little faith. Just wait.  
 

• What is the difference between waiting in hope and just waiting? 
 

• What does it mean that God’s timing is radically different from ours? 
 

• Think about this one before just answering.  Are you honestly okay waiting if you will not be 
around to see the promises of God fulfilled? 



 
Tuesday: Isaiah 2:1-5 

In this passage Isaiah shares a visionary portrait for the future of all peoples. One day, all nations will 
live in peace because they will finally come to recognize Israel’s God as the one true God. This 
passage makes it clear that hostility and fighting thwart God’s master plan for peace. Conflict and 
strife lead to a way of living that is in direct opposition to the ways of God’s Kingdom, and stand in the 
way of God’s hope for humankind. When God’s law at long last finds a permanent home in the human 
heart, we will come to our senses, and war, violence and hostility will be no more. 

The prophet recognizes that his people – and all people – fall far short of realizing this vision. Verse 
3: “People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to 
the house of Jacob’s God. There he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths” is the 
language of pilgrimage---which helps us understand the truth that all humanity is on a journey to 
overcome tendencies of violence, but that this journey will find peace at its end. The pilgrimage to 
Zion will be a long walk toward a change of heart that accepts the wisdom of God’s vision. At the 
journey’s end, the prophet foresees complete wholeness for all people. And yet---despite these divine 
promises---that walking in the way of the Lord will bring peace to all humanity---most of us are afraid 
to trust God completely in God’s vision for peace. The certainty of security through violence often 
proves irresistible, so Isaiah’s prophecy continues to summon us to hear God’s vision for us today. 

• What are the obstacles, personal and societal, which keep us from walking “in the light of the 
Lord” toward the age of peace on earth? 

• What must you change about your own life in order to fully respond and live the vision for 
peace the prophet presents? 

 

Wednesday: Psalm 122 

This is a pilgrimage psalm; a song that was sung by God’s people upon arrival in the holy city of 
Jerusalem. Like yesterday’s lesson from Isaiah, this psalm offers us the resounding hope for peace. 
This psalm reminds us of the culmination of our lifelong pilgrimage; which is the peace that 
permeates every aspect of our lives---what the Bible refers to as “Shalom.”. Not only will there be 
peace among nations, as Isaiah foretold, but also in the lives and hearts of every child of God who 
enters the city gates. Peace in the biblical sense does not mean the absence of strife, but rather the 
presence of wholeness.  Shalom is aright relationship with God, it is freedom from fear and the 
satisfaction of physical and spiritual needs. Jesus embraced this notion of peace and sought to bring 
it to all he encountered, as is evidenced by his healing miracles, exorcisms and preaching of God’s 
peaceful reign. The final two verses of this psalm serve as a challenge to all who hear:  

• Do we have hearts wide enough and hope strong enough to say to all of our fellow human 
beings “peace be within you,” and “I will seek your good”? 

• Which word or phrase from this text resonates with you? 

• How does this psalm challenge you and/or give you hope? 



 

Thursday: Matthew 24:36-44 

This gospel text is SO important for us to remember!  This text affirms that Jesus will return one day, 
but no one, not even Jesus himself, knows the day or hour. Such knowledge has been reserved to 
God the Father alone. Some Christians, however, have interpreted the exhortation to “be ready” to 
mean that one must be physically prepared for the events that will accompany the Second Coming. 
Others attempt to calculate when this event will occur---turning their predictions into best selling 
books; attracting widespread public attention and curiosity. Remember Y2K? Remember the Mayan 
Calendar hype of last year? 

While mainstream Christians usually don’t get caught up in the hype and anxiety that surround 
apocalyptic predictions, such incidents, as well as today’s gospel text, invite us to reflect on a few 
significant issues. Often, spiritually and emotionally, we distract ourselves from what is essential by 
focusing our attention and energy on that which is non-essential and often beyond our control. In the 
end these concerns draw us away from responding with maturity and wholeness to the Christian call 
for transformation of heart and mind. 

• In what ways do you succumb to the temptation to excessively focus on peripheral issues over 
which you have little control? 

• How might you apply Jesus exhortation to “keep awake” (verse 42) to your own life and 
circumstances? 

 

Friday: Isaiah 11:1-9 

The prophet Isaiah was in ministry in 722 B.C., an important date in the history of Israel, for it marks 
the time of the fall of the ten northern tribes to the Assyrian Empire.  The first ten chapters of Isaiah 
are filled with God’s wrath and judgment for the people of Israel because of their faithlessness, 
because they had adopted the ways of the world and forgotten the commandments of God.  Isaiah 
warns Israel that their disobedience will result in their destruction; and unfortunately for Israel, Isaiah 
was absolutely right.  Assyria invaded and conquered Israel, exiled and enslaved her people.  The 
Israelites found their world crashing in around them, life as they knew it was over, their nation was 
gone, their culture destroyed, and they saw no hope for the future. They had hit rock bottom.  The 
world was a cold and hostile place of violence and fear. They wondered if they would ever know hope 
again, if they would ever experience peace again. Their plight was made worse by the fact that they 
could not accept the fact that Assyria had conquered them.  But the fact was, it was a done deal, and 
there was nothing that they could do about it, Israel had been destroyed. Their attempts to undo what 
was already done was a huge waste of time and energy.  So, once again Isaiah called out to the 
people, “Rather than beat your head against the wall, channel your time and energy into your 
relationship with God!  For God will lead you out of exile and God will bring you home.”   

The people of Israel were very, very bitter toward the Assyrians---just listen to the words of the 
psalmist: “Happy is he who repays you for what you have done to us---he who seizes your infants and 
dashes them against the rocks.” (Psalm 137)  That is some serious hurt!  So, Isaiah told the people to 



forgive the Assyrians, those who had persecuted them, for only in forgiveness can true peace be 
found.  If they would just go to God, God would give them the strength to forgive the Assyrians.  
Isaiah promised that all these things could be done, and could only be done if the people would just 
work hard on their relationship with God.  God is bigger than their hurts, He is bigger than any 
problem they have; God is bigger than the entire Assyrian Empire.  Even as he calls them to turn to 
God, Isaiah points out the one true hope of the Israelites.  Isaiah tells it like it is---the past has been 
painful, the present is very dark, but just look at what God is planning for the future.  A shoot shall 
come forth from the stump of Jesse. Jesse is of course the father of David, so what God is saying is 
that a new King will be brought forth from the line of David; and this new King will be unlike any the 
world has ever seen.  This King would rule with justice and righteousness, this King would usher in a 
Kingdom of Shalom, a world of such peace, such wholeness that the wolf shall lie down with the 
lamb, the calf and the lion shall live together, the cow and the bear will graze side by side and the 
whole earth will know the glory of the Lord.  Isaiah sees and tells the people of God about a future 
that will be defined by peace, by shalom.  The great Christian author Frederick Buechner once wrote: 
“Peace has come to mean the time when there aren’t any wars or even when there aren’t any major 
wars.  Beggars can’t be choosers; we’d most of us settle for that.  But in Hebrew peace, shalom, 
means fullness, means having everything you need to be wholly and happily yourself…for Jesus 
peace seems to have meant not the absence of struggle, but the presence of love.”  It’s true, the 
biblical understanding of peace is not just the absence of violence, but the presence of wholeness, 
the presence of joy, the presence of love---the presence of God.  Isaiah pointed to the birth of a great 
King who would fulfill these words of peace.  Isaiah was not only offering hope, but he was promising 
a future of shalom---a shalom that shall come forth from the stump of Jesse, for this newborn King, 
would be the Lord God Himself.  “For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given…and He will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6)  True peace 
comes from God, because His promise of shalom is not merely the absence of violence, but the 
presence of love---the presence of Himself; for the newborn King shall be called Emmanuel---“God 
with us.” 

• What do you need to do to let go of hurts from the past to embrace the future God wants for 
you? 

• How does the presence of Jesus bring about hope in your life?  Be very specific. 

 

Saturday: Micah 5:2-5 

700 years before it happened, God shared with the prophet Micah that the long awaited Messiah of 
the world would be born in Bethlehem, which seems a strange choice for the most important human 
being ever born, because what the angel called the “city of David” was in reality little more than a 
sleepy little village about six miles outside of Jerusalem.  The name “Bayith Lehem” means “House of 
Bread”.  It was more than likely given this name because although you would never know by looking 
at it now---this is Shepherd’s Field right outside Bethlehem---at one time the region around the village 
was lush and green and fertile---the countryside around Bethlehem was the breadbasket of Israel.   

Although Bethlehem was never exactly a thriving metropolis, its history was long and rich.  It was 
here that Jacob buried Rachel, it was here that Ruth lived when she was married to Boaz; and it was 



of course here that David, Israel’s greatest king was born.  It was from this tiny town, the prophet 
Micah foretold, that God would send the great deliverer of His chosen people.  The great King David’s 
infinitely greater Son was to be born in Bethlehem; and the birth of that Child would change history, 
indeed would change creation itself forevermore.  He will be the answer to this soul weariness we 
experience, for this Child will be our peace---our shalom.  This Child would bring rest for the weary, 
real hope for the world. The Bible says: “For Christ himself has brought peace to us…17 He brought 
this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from Him, and peace to the Jews who 
were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what 
Christ has done for us.” (Ephesians 2:14,17-18) 

Micah was a prophet during a very dark time in Israel’s history.  They were a conquered people. The 
Assyrians were the super power of the Middle East at the time of Micah, but here the prophet uses 
Assyria as a symbolic representation of all the powers that have come or will ever come against 
God’s people; powers like disease, crime, hatred, violence and death.  Notice that Micah does NOT 
say that the Messiah will banish these powers, that his birth will mean that these powers will never 
again threaten God’s people, he does not say that the birth of the Messiah will take away all of our 
pain; for as we as a nation were reminded all too well last week that terrible, awful things still happen 
in this world, and they happen to good people as well as bad people. 

The coming of the Messiah would not make God’s people immune to pain---but the birth of the 
Messiah does mean that God would in a very real way enter into His people’s pain, that His presence 
might bring about their peace, even in the midst of evil and pain.  The Bible says: "Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil…" (Psalm 23:4)  We cannot avoid evil on this earth, and 
physical death lies ahead of us all---saints and sinners alike.  The Bible doesn't try to explain evil 
away---the Word of God doesn't try to minimize the effects of evil.  But, the Bible promises us that for 
all the power that evil has, and in this world it has A LOT, it does not have the power to make us 
afraid, it does not have the power to win. 

And why?  WHY?  Because of the gift of Christmas, because Jesus has come, God is with us, truly, 
really WITH US, and that is what makes all the difference. “Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley,  I will fear no evil, for You are with me.” (Psalm 23:4)  Because You are WITH me… 

• What do you think the old adage “Misery likes company” mean? 

• How is someone’s presence healing in times of hurt and fear? 

• If God is with us, why do we still face hurt, disappointment and fear? 

• What difference does it make that a Child was born 2,000 years ago? 

 

Also available at livingwordumc.org 

	


