
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(December	19-24,	2016)	
	
	
Monday:		Micah	5:2-5;	1	Samuel	16:1-13	
We	set	the	context	of	this	week’s	study	by	reading	the	words	of	the	prophet	Micah	that	laid	the	foundation	for	
the	 expectation	 among	 the	 Jews	 at	 the	 time	of	 Jesus’	 birth	 that	 the	Messiah	would	be	born	 in	 the	 village	of	
Bethlehem.		You	might	also	want	to	read	Matthew	2:1-6,	which	describes	how	the	chief	priests	and	teachers	of	
the	 law	used	 this	 text	 to	 inform	King	Herod	of	exactly	where	 the	Messiah	was	expected	 to	be	born.	 	Micah’s	
prophecy	also	presents	what	is,	in	truth,	a	paradox	–	but	one	that	it	is	easy	to	miss	if	the	words	are	too	familiar,	
or	if	we	do	not	recognize	the	great	disparity	in	ancient	times	between	one	who	would	be	“a	ruler”,	and	one	who	
would	be	“a	shepherd”.		Not	only	did	Micah	foretell	that	the	Messiah	would	be	born	in	Bethlehem,	but	he	also	
announced	that	 this	Messiah	would	be	a	“shepherd	king”	–	a	 ruler,	certainly,	but	a	 ruler	whose	way	of	 ruling	
would	be	more	reminiscent	of	the	lowly	shepherd	than	of	the	tyrannical	kings	widely	known	in	the	world	then	
and	now.	
	
The	reading	from	1	Samuel	helps	us	set	the	context	even	further,	as	we	read	about	how	Samuel,	one	of	God’s	
earliest	prophets,	anointed	David	to	be	king	over	Israel.		This	takes	place	very	early	in	Israel’s	history.		For	about	
400	 years	 after	 the	 Israelites	 first	 entered	 the	 Promised	 Land	 of	 Canaan,	 they	 lived	 in	 geographically	 distinct	
areas,	as	twelve	independent	tribes	united	only	by	common	ancestry	and	common	worship.		Occasionally,	some	
of	 these	 tribes	would	come	together	under	 the	 influence	of	a	 strong	 leader	 (known	biblically	as	a	“judge”)	 to	
fight	a	common	enemy,	but	for	the	most	part,	they	existed	as	a	confederation	of	essentially	independent	tribes.		
Eventually,	as	the	threat	of	their	enemies	grew	larger,	they	began	to	feel	the	need	to	unite	under	a	single	king,	
even	though	the	heritage	that	had	been	handed	down	to	them	by	Moses	insisted	that	they	would	thrive	only	if	
they	allowed	God,	and	God	alone,	to	be	their	ruler.		Eventually,	though,	God	relented	and	allowed	the	last	judge,	
Samuel,	to	anoint	Saul	to	be	their	king.		Saul,	however,	failed	to	be	obedient	to	God	in	his	leadership,	leading	to	
God’s	rejection	of	his	kingship.		In	today’s	reading,	we	see	that	to	replace	Saul,	God	selected	one	of	the	sons	of	
Jesse,	who	lived	in	the	small	village	of	Bethlehem.		The	least	likely	of	Jesse’s	sons,	the	youngest,	David,	who	is	
out	in	the	fields	doing	the	work	of	a	shepherd,	is	anointed	by	Samuel	to	replace	Saul	as	king.		The	foundation	has	
been	laid.		Saul’s	replacement	as	king	of	Israel	will	be	an	unimposing	shepherd-boy	from	Bethlehem	–	a	boy	who	
will	 grow	 into	 a	 great	 warrior	 who	 is	 able	 to	 defeat	 Israel’s	 enemies,	 unite	 the	 tribes	 into	 a	 single	 unified	
Kingdom	of	Israel,	and	yet	continually	turn	to	God	in	repentance	of	sin	and	for	guidance	in	leadership.	
	

• How	 do	 you	 think	 Jesse’s	 family	 would	 have	 reacted	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 David,	 the	 youngest,	 and	 least	
imposing	of	all	Jesse’s	sons,	would	be	tapped	to	replace	the	warrior	Saul?	

• When	have	you	seen	great	things	come	from	unexpected	sources?	
• What	qualities	of	a	shepherd	do	you	imagine	might	translate	well	into	the	role	of	a	king	or	other	leader?		

Conversely,	what	methods	of	leadership	might	someone	use	that	would	be	totally	ineffective	for	serving	
as	a	shepherd?	

	
Tuesday:		2	Samuel	7:1-17	
Chapters	 5	 and	 6	 of	 2	 Samuel	 describe	 how	 David	 became	 king	 after	 defeating	 the	 last	 of	 Israel’s	 enemies,	
including	 conquering	 the	 Jebusites	who	 lived	 in	 Jerusalem,	 about	 five	or	 six	miles	 from	David’s	 hometown	of	
Bethlehem.	 	 David	moved	 into	 the	 fortress	 there,	 named	 it	 the	 “City	 of	 David”,	 and	 constructed	 a	 beautiful	
palace.		Of	even	greater	significance,	he	moved	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant,	the	focal	point	of	Jewish	worship	and	
symbol	 of	 God’s	 eternal	 presence	 with	 Israel,	 to	 Jerusalem	 as	 well.	 	When	 David	 realized	 he	 was	 living	 in	 a	
beautiful	palace	while	God’s	presence,	identified	with	the	Ark,	was	relegated	to	a	tent,	he	spoke	about	it	to	his	
prophet	and	confidante,	Nathan.	 	Today’s	 reading	 is	comprised	mostly	of	God’s	 response,	 through	Nathan,	 to	
David	–	and	it	is	a	response	that	carried	reverberations	one	thousand	years	into	the	future.	
	
God’s	 powerful	 response	 became	 the	 basis	 for	what	 is	 known	 as	 the	Davidic	 Covenant.	 	God	 told	David	 that	
while	David	wanted	 to	build	a	house	 for	God,	 it	was,	 in	 fact,	God	who	has	been	at	work	building	a	house	 for	
David.	 	 The	 house	 God	 was	 building	 for	 David	 was	 not	 a	 house	 in	 the	 physical	 sense,	 but	 a	 dynasty	 and	 a	



kingdom	that	God	promised	would	endure	forever.	 	One	of	David’s	sons	(who	would	turn	out	to	be	Solomon)	
would	indeed	build	a	Temple	for	God	that	would	hold	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant,	but	more	important	was	God’s	
promise	 to	 David	 that	 because	 of	 his	 obedience	 and	 fidelity	 to	 God,	 the	 throne	 of	 David	 would	 never	 be	
eternally	empty.	 	God’s	covenant	with	David	became	the	source	of	an	unwavering	confidence	in	the	nation	of	
Israel	 and	 in	 the	 faith	 of	 Judaism	 that	 no	 matter	 what	 external	 circumstances	 might	 look	 like,	 God	 would	
vindicate	Israel	in	the	end,	including	a	king	to	sit	on	David’s	throne.	
	

• What	effect	do	you	think	the	Davidic	Covenant	would	have	on	succeeding	generations	of	Israelites?	
• What	effect	do	you	think	 it	would	have	on	David’s	descendants,	 the	succeeding	generations	of	kings?		

Be	sure	to	think	of	both	potential	positive	and	negative	ramifications	of	the	promise.	
• You	may	be	wondering	how	David’s	house	and	Kingdom	have	endured	forever!	 	Christians	understand	

that	Jesus	Christ	represents	the	ultimate	and	eternal	fulfillment	of	this	promise	(see	Luke	1:31-32	for	the	
angel	Gabriel’s	words	 to	Mary	 in	 this	 regard).	 	This	 is	most	assuredly	not	 the	way	the	 Israelites	 in	 the	
years	following	David’s	death	understood	the	promise!		When	have	you	ever	made	a	promise,	or	had	a	
promise	made	to	you,	that	was	upheld,	just	not	in	the	way	you	anticipated?	

	
Wednesday:		Ezekiel	34:1-24	
In	fact,	all	the	kings	who	reigned	in	Jerusalem,	twenty	in	all,	were	descendants	of	King	David.		Two	generations	
after	David,	 Israel	 fell	 into	civil	war,	and	 the	kingdom	was	divided	 into	a	northern	kingdom,	with	 its	capital	 in	
Samaria,	and	a	southern	kingdom,	whose	capital	stayed	in	Jerusalem.		It	was	this	southern	kingdom	that	never	
failed	to	have	a	descendant	of	David	as	king.	 	Eventually,	however,	 to	the	extraordinary	shock	and	surprise	of	
the	 residents	 and	 leaders	 of	 the	 southern	 kingdom,	 it,	 like	 its	 northern	 neighbor,	 fell	 to	 the	 advances	 of	 an	
advancing	conquering	kingdom.		The	misunderstanding	and	misuse	of	the	Davidic	Covenant	had	led	the	people	
and	its	leadership	into	a	complacency	about	God	and	about	God’s	commandments	that	led	to	a	belief	that	they	
were	absolutely	invincible,	no	matter	how	they	behaved.		When	the	Babylonians	destroyed	Jerusalem	and	sent	
its	 residents	 –	 and	 king	 -	 into	 exile	 in	 Babylon,	 there	 was	 widespread	 dismay,	 disbelief,	 and	 wonder	 about	
whether	or	not	God	would	ever	forgive	His	people	for	their	disobedience.	
	
Into	 this	 situation,	 to	 the	 people	 in	 exile	 in	 Babylon,	 God	 sent	 the	 prophet	 Ezekiel,	 the	 author	 of	 today’s	
Scripture	 reading.	 	 In	 graphic	 terms,	 Ezekiel	 rails	 against	 the	 spiritual	 and	 political	 leaders	 of	 Israel	 who	 had	
abandoned	their	God-given	responsibilities,	returning	to	the	imagery	first	associated	with	David	–	the	shepherd.		
But	now,	instead	of	positive	shepherd	imagery,	the	picture	is	of	the	shepherds	who	have	massively	failed	in	their	
primary	 duty	 to	 keep	 the	 sheep	 safe.	 	 The	 exile	 to	 Babylon	 and	 the	 atrocities	 of	 war	 that	 the	 people	 have	
suffered	are	due	to	the	failures	of	Israel’s	shepherds.		The	situation	is	so	bad,	Ezekiel	says,	that	God	Himself	will	
punish	the	bad	shepherds	and	care	for	the	sheep	Himself.		He	will	find	the	lost	sheep,	help	the	injured	and	weak	
sheep,	and	give	the	sheep	rest	–	“I	myself	will	tend	my	sheep”.		And	yet,	God	goes	on,	“I	will	place	over	them	
one	shepherd,	my	servant	David,	and	he	will	tend	them;	he	will	tend	them	and	be	their	shepherd.		I	the	LORD	
will	be	their	God,	and	my	servant	David	will	be	prince	among	them.”	
	
What	we	are	witnessing	in	this	reading	is	the	birth	of	Messianic	expectation	among	the	Jews	in	the	wake	of	the	
exile.		When	the	Israelites	were	permitted	to	return	to	Jerusalem	by	the	Persians,	after	the	Persians	conquered	
the	 Babylonians,	 they	 lived	 under	 some	 level	 of	 foreign	 domination	 or	 control	 for	 450	 years.	 	 But	 the	 hope	
engendered	by	the	Davidic	covenant,	the	prophecies	of	Ezekiel,	and	the	prophecies	of	the	other	Old	Testament	
prophets	only	grew.		By	the	time	Jesus	was	born,	the	people	anticipated	the	coming	of	a	great	king,	a	king	like	
David,	 who	 would	 once	 again	 sit	 on	 David’s	 throne,	 who	 would	 shepherd	 the	 people	 the	 way	 Ezekiel	 had	
foretold,	who	would	come	from	Bethlehem,	like	David	was	from	Bethlehem,	and	like	Micah	had	foretold.		The	
people	anticipated	a	new	Messiah	–	literally,	a	new	“anointed	one”	who	would	lead	them	as	God	intended	for	
them	to	be	led.	
	

• How	do	you	 think	 the	earliest	 Jewish	 readers	of	 Ezekiel	would	have	understood	God’s	words	 that	He	
would	both	BE	Israel’s	shepherd,	and	also	place	a	shepherd,	David,	over	them?	



• How	do	you	think	these	words	informed	the	earliest	Christ-followers	in	their	understanding	of	the	true	
nature	of	Christ’s	being?	

• How	does	the	fact	of	God’s	absolute	commitment	to	God’s	promises,	including	the	Davidic	covenant	and	
its	fulfillment	in	Jesus	Christ,	affect	your	personal	relationship	with	God?	

• How	are	you	experiencing	God	as	a	shepherd?	
	
Thursday:		Psalm	80	
Probably	the	most	familiar	psalm	with	imagery	of	God	as	a	shepherd	is	the	23rd	Psalm.		But	Psalm	80	also	calls	
upon	God	as	the	“Shepherd	of	Israel”.		It	is	a	psalm	of	the	exile,	sung	and	prayed	by	the	Israelites	in	exile	begging	
for	God	to	restore	them	to	their	former	glory.		Their	experience	is	understood	as	an	experience	of	God’s	anger	–	
and	 indeed,	 in	Ezekiel,	we	did	see	that	God	was	exceedingly	angry	with	 Israel’s	shepherds	and	their	 failure	to	
lead	 in	 a	Godly	way.	 	 The	 psalmist	 also	 uses	 a	 common	 ancient	 image	 for	 Israel	 –	 they	 are	 a	 vine,	 that	God	
brought	out	of	Egypt	and	planted	in	the	Promised	Land,	and	that	God	has	tended	as	a	loving	vintner,	but	who	is	
now	ignoring	the	way	the	vineyard	is	being	abused.	
	
But	notice	also	that	the	psalm	calls	upon	God	to	assist	“the	man	at	your	right	hand,	the	son	of	man	you	have	
raised	up	for	yourself”	in	restoring	Israel.		Although	this	imagery	could	equally	apply	to	the	nation	of	Israel	itself,	
appealing	to	God	to	help	Israel	help	itself,	later	Jews	who	followed	Christ	saw	in	the	appeal	to	a	“son	of	man”	at	
“God’s	right	hand”	who	had	been	brought	“out	of	Egypt”	and	“raised	up”	a	reference	to	the	resurrected	Jesus	
Christ,	especially	in	light	of	Jesus’	use	of	the	phrase	“Son	of	Man”	to	refer	to	himself	(as	can	be	seen	throughout	
the	 gospels	 of	 Matthew,	 Mark,	 and	 Luke).	 	 They	 understood	 that	 it	 was	 through	 Christ	 that	 God	 was	 truly	
restoring	Israel	and	that	that	restoration	had	far	greater	implications	than	simply	a	new	earthly	kingdom.		The	
concluding	phrase	of	the	psalm	“that	we	may	be	saved”	meant	that	we	–	ALL	of	us,	not	just	the	Israelites	in	exile	
–	could	be	saved,	and	not	just	from	foreign	oppression,	but	from	sin	and	death.	
	

• How	is	the	image	of	a	shepherd	useful	in	helping	you	to	understand	the	idea	of	saving	us	from	death	or	
hardship?	

• What	is	the	relationship	between	being	restored	to	God	and	being	saved	from	death?	
• How	does	the	saving	action	of	the	shepherd	add	to	the	guiding	and	tending	action	of	the	shepherd	as	an	

apt	image	for	God?	
• In	what	ways	do	you	feel	the	need	in	your	life	for	a	saving	Shepherd?	

	
Friday:		John	10:1-21	
Jesus	never	said,	bluntly,	“I	am	the	Messiah”	or	“I	am	God	Incarnate”.		He	affirmed	to	Peter,	and	others,	when	
they	identified	Him	as	the	Messiah	(see	Matthew	16:16-20,	for	example),	but	He	never	outright	said	“I	am	the	
Messiah”,	and	there	was	no	expectation	at	all	that	the	Messiah	would	actually	be	God	in	the	flesh.		And	yet,	as	
today’s	reading	vividly	portrays,	for	those	who	were	familiar	with	the	Old	Testament	and	its	prophecies,	Jesus	
DID	 say	 so,	without	actually	 saying	 it	 (you	can	even	see	 Jesus’	own	 reference	 to	 this	by	 reading	 the	next	 few	
verses	in	this	passage,	John	10:22-27).		There	is	little	doubt	that	in	Jesus’	saying	“I	am	the	Good	Shepherd”,	He	is	
referencing	not	only	the	Ezekiel	34	text	from	two	days	ago,	the	Micah	text	from	day	one,	and	both	Psalms	23	
and	80,	but	every	Old	Testament	text	that	identifies	God	as	Israel’s	one	true	Shepherd!		This	reference	is	a	huge	
part	 of	why,	 at	 the	 end	of	 today’s	 reading,	 half	 the	 Jews	 said	 Jesus	was	 a	 possessed	mad-man	after	 uttering	
these	words	that	are	so	familiar	to	most	Christians.		For	them	“I	am	the	Good	Shepherd”	was	almost	identical	to	
saying	“I	am	God”.		As	today’s	text	says,	it	was	a	major	point	of	division	between	those	who	would	follow	Jesus,	
and	those	who	would	not.	
	
Jesus	adds	even	more	to	our	understanding	of	how	a	truly	good	shepherd	acts.	 	Not	only	 is	 it	about	guidance	
and	rescue,	but	it	is	even	about	self-sacrifice.		The	good	shepherd	will	actually	lay	down	his	life	for	the	lives	of	his	
sheep.	 	Notice	as	well	 that	 Jesus	does	not	only	say	 that	He	 is	 the	Good	Shepherd,	He	also	says	 that	He	 is	 the	
GATE	into	the	sheep	pen	and	that	whoever	enters	through	this	gate	will	be	saved.		Jesus	the	Good	Shepherd	is	
the	guide	for	our	 lives,	the	one	who	keeps	us	safe	from	harm,	who	lays	down	his	 life	to	save	us,	and	the	only	
gate	through	which	we	can	find	eternal	life.	



	
• How	 do	 the	 Old	 Testament	 references	 to	 God	 as	 a	 shepherd	 help	 you	 to	 interpret	 Jesus’	 “I	 am”	

statements	about	the	gate	and	the	Good	Shepherd?	
• Notice	 that	 part	 of	what	 led	 to	 controversy	 among	 the	 Jews	was	 the	 disconnect	 generated	 between	

Jesus’	 actions	 (He	 had	 just	 healed	 a	 blind	man	 in	 the	 story	 preceding	 this	 one)	 and	 Jesus’	 seemingly	
insane	words.	 	What	 are	 you	more	 apt	 to	 give	more	 credibility	 to	 –	 someone’s	 actions	or	 someone’s	
words?	

• Why	do	you	think	Jesus	only	confessed	His	identity	in	terms	that	“His	sheep”	would	understand?	
• How	does	 identifying	yourself	as	one	of	 Jesus’	 sheep	affect	 the	way	you	 live	your	 life?	 	When	do	you	

stray	from	His	flock?	
	
Saturday:		Hebrews	13:20-21;	1	Peter	2:24-25;	1	Peter	5:1-4;	Revelation	7:9-17;	Luke	2:8-20	
The	 first	of	 today’s	 readings	 consist	of	a	number	of	 short	passages	 in	 the	New	Testament	 that	 show	 that	 the	
early	church	continued	to	use	the	imagery	of	the	Good	Shepherd	in	reference	to	Jesus	long	after	His	death	and	
resurrection.	 	But	notice	 in	 the	 second	passage	 from	1	Peter	 that	 the	 shepherd	 imagery	 is	extended	 to	 those	
who	would	lead	the	church,	with	Jesus	acknowledged	as	the	Chief	Shepherd	over	all	of	them.		The	early	church	
believed	all	those	in	positions	of	leadership	in	the	church	needed	to	emulate	Christ’s	shepherd	qualities	in	order	
to	 effectively	 guide	 the	 church	 in	 following	 Christ,	 the	 Chief	 Shepherd.	 	 The	 apostle	 Paul	 had	 first	 used	 this	
metaphor	in	his	farewell	speech	to	the	Ephesians	during	his	last	missionary	journey	(see	Acts	20:25-31).		Church	
leaders	 needed	 to	 eagerly	 guide	Christ-followers,	 protect	 them	 from	 “wolves”	who	would	 threaten	 the	 flock,	
and	even	lay	down	their	lives	if	necessary.	
	
The	 passage	 from	Revelation	 is	 part	 of	 John’s	 apocalyptic	 vision	 of	 the	 end	 times	when	Christ	 comes	 in	 final	
victory.	 	The	primary	imagery	of	Christ	here	is	of	the	sacrificial	Lamb,	reminiscent	of	the	Passover	lamb	whose	
blood	was	 spread	on	 the	doorframes	of	 the	Hebrews	 to	protect	 them	 from	death	prior	 to	 their	 escape	 from	
slavery	in	Egypt.		The	multitudes	of	people	from	every	nation	who	have	been	saved	by	the	blood	of	THIS	Lamb	
fall	down	and	worship	at	His	feet.		And	in	an	ironic	twist,	verse	17	says	that	the	Lamb	will	be	the	Shepherd!		The	
One	who	appeared	to	be	the	most	vulnerable,	the	Lamb	whose	life	was	taken,	is,	in	fact,	the	One	who	leads	the	
faithful	flock	to	everlasting	life	–	the	Good	Shepherd.	
	
And	 finally,	 since	 today	 is	 Christmas	 Eve,	 we	 conclude	 by	 reading	 the	 story	 of	 the	 angelic	 announcement	 of	
Jesus’	birth	to	shepherds	tending	their	flocks	in	a	field.		There	are	many	commentaries	on	this	Scripture,	which	
point	to	a	number	of	different	theories	as	to	why	God	chose	shepherds	to	be	the	first	to	hear	the	glorious	news.		
Shepherds	were	viewed	by	the	elite	as	one	of	the	lowliest	members	of	society,	in	part,	because	their	frequent	
need	to	handle	the	dead	bodies	in	their	flocks	often	made	them	ceremonially	unclean.		Perhaps	they	represent	
the	universality	of	Christ’s	coming,	that	God’s	invitation	in	the	birth	of	Jesus	is	not	exclusive,	but	for	everyone.		
Or,	perhaps,	they	are	the	ones	who	best	exemplify	already	what	Jesus	was	born	to	do	–	to	guide,	rescue,	and	lay	
down	their	lives	for	a	flock	that	is	prone	to	wander.		Can	it	be	only	a	coincidence	that	shepherds	are	the	first	to	
be	made	aware	of	the	birth	of	the	Chief	Good	Shepherd?			
	

• Why	is	it	important	for	those	in	positions	of	church	leadership	to	have	the	qualities	of	a	shepherd?	
• How	is	this	similar	to	the	paradox	of	the	“shepherd	king”	that	Micah	foretold	and	that	Jesus	personified?	
• In	what	areas	of	life,	in	or	out	of	the	church,	do	you	provide	leadership?		Are	you	leading	as	a	shepherd?		

How	should	Jesus	Christ	be	serving	as	your	model	for	leadership?	
• Since	shepherding	is	no	longer	an	everyday	part	of	our	21st-century	lives,	we	may	have	difficulty	relating	

to	this	metaphor.		What	modern-day	alternatives	that	convey	the	same	qualities	can	you	think	of?	
• If	you	do	not	already,	consider	including	praying	to	Jesus	as	your	Shepherd	in	your	daily	prayers.	
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