
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (December 5 - 10, 2016) 

 
Monday: Isaiah 40:1-3 
To be a follower of Jesus Christ means waiting in hope, but it also means preparing for the fulfillment of 
God’s promises even as you wait. No one plants seeds one day and expects a harvest in the morning. 
There are things to do. We are called to cultivate our lives and rest in the fact that God has our future in 
His hands. 

In the story of the prodigal son, Jesus tells the story of a father. This father knew that he couldn't control 
the will of a rebellious, spiteful son. He just gave him what he asked for and let him go. But after the son 
left with his share of the farm in his back pocket, the father began to prepare for a celebration. He started 
fattening a calf. He went out each day on a high hill to scan the horizon. There were things to be done. 
Their relationship was broken, but he still had hope as he watched every afternoon for a familiar figure to 
appear over the horizon. 

Preparation is a powerful statement of faith. It's committing to trust even though you're weary and hurting. 
Every detail of the Christmas story tells us that Mary and Joseph endured more than their fair share of 
trials as they waited for the arrival of Jesus. Mary got run out of town. Joseph refused to reject her on the 
basis of an angelic dream, opening himself to the same public shame Mary was enduring. We can just 
hear the neighbors gossip about the scandalous events of Mary's pregnancy. But they prepared and 
endured it all to be on a much greater mission than any carpenter's family could imagine. 

As you wait for Christmas and all God has in store for you in the new year, put your faith into action and 
prepare for all that's in store in the following ways: 

Eliminate distractions. Don't allow the stress of the Christmas season to distract you from what is really is 
important. Spend more time with the family and less time at the mall. Simplify your life. Be still and listen 
to God's voice. “Be still and know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10) Quiet your life long enough to hear God.  
Where has God been present in your life in this past year? Maybe you have faced financial difficulty. 
Maybe you have lost a loved one, or faced a health crisis. How has God carried you through all these 
things?  

Discern God's Will. Ask God to give you direction; and then listen and do.  I have always found that 
pursuing God’s Will is the best way of discerning God’s Will. Do what you think God is calling you to do. If 
it is God’s calling, it will bring you satisfaction and joy and the Kingdom will be built.  If it is not, you will 
know it, and no harm. Try again. Mary and Joseph undertook an amazing mission on the way to 
Bethlehem. It certainly must have strengthened their bond as they conquered many obstacles and 
challenges. There's nothing more powerful than a couple, a family, or a church rallying around a cause, 
like The Ghana Project. 

Tuesday: Matthew 1:1-16 
These genealogical passages can make the eyes gloss over.  But let me challenge you to read them 
again, and focus on each individual. Try to imagine what Abiud was like.  What do you suppose 
Amminidab did for fun? Think of how God elevated the idea of family by choosing to work with one family 
to redeem the earth. These genealogical passages are not just names. They are the footprints of a 
timeless God walking through the generations, until He took on flesh and blood by allowing a young virgin 
whom He created to help create Him.  



In spite of the terrible things that were done by some of the people in that family, God never gave up His 
plan that this one family united in love and eternal life would redeem the world. So in time the genealogies 
would spiral down from generation to generation until at last came the family of Jesse, from whose lineage 
came a line of kings. Then one day Mary held an infant in her arms. From this Child would come the 
completed dream of God: 

"But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent 
Him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt us as His very own 
children. And because we are His children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And 
since you are His child, God has made you His heir.” (Galatians 4:4-7). 

So the genealogical passages remind us that God is the Father of all who will call Jesus Lord. Once we 
call Him Lord, we begin to love the God who sent His Son as the final name in a long line of children. In 
Christ is our hope. He is God’s finally begotten Son, God’s only begotten Son. Because of Him, we call 
God "Abba, Father." 

• What do you know about your family tree? 
• How can knowing our roots help us understand “our story”? 
• Why was it important to show that Jesus was of the line of David? 

 

Wednesday: John 1:16-8; 19-28 
His name was John. He was born to be the forerunner of Christ, born to bear witness of the Light. In a 
way, John was like us. We, too, have been born to bear witness of that Light. Each time we approach the 
Advent season, we become joyously occupied with celebrating what the Light has done in our lives. While 
John the Baptist was the first person called to be a witness of that Light, His calling has become ours.  

John knew people would always reject the Light. The Light has always had to shine in uncomprehending 
darkness. Still, though the darkness rejects it, the Light of witness shines still. What does it mean to be a 
witness of the Light? It simply means that we point to Jesus and say, "See, Jesus is the Light of the 
world!" How did John the Baptist do this? Well, when he first saw Jesus coming up on the banks of the 
Jordan River, he pointed to Him and cried, "Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
This is the One I told you about." John's job was not to bludgeon those around him to accept his 
announcement as truth. That is not our job either. Jesus did not expect John to make believers all by 
himself. Jesus does not expect that of us either. The Holy Spirit is the only one who can make believers; 
and the Holy Spirit is given through Christ.  So, what is our job?  Like John, we can point to Christ and say 
with all of our hearts, "Here is the Lamb of God!" 

But what if they do not believe us? No matter. We have done our best to tell them of God's grace. God will 
never hold us accountable for being ineffective in pointing the way. But He will hold us accountable for 
failing to point to the Light. Like John, we must call attention to all we have seen and leave the results to 
Him. Anything else --anything less -- is failing the expectations of God. We are those who know the truth. 
We must bear witness! 

• What are some concrete steps you can take to witness to the Light? 
• Why is it so important that you personally do this? 
• What LEGITIMATE justification can you give for not helping others come to know the love and joy 

of Jesus Christ? 



 
 
 
Thursday: Luke 1:26-38 
Whenever God makes a visit, we can count on the fact that God will ask something of us. We never know 
what He will ask of us, but we are often overwhelmed by our feelings of inadequacy. When God came to 
Moses, Moses said, “Ask Aaron!” When He came to Gideon, Gideon suggested, “Let’s put out the fleece, 
God.” When God called Jeremiah, he said, he couldn’t as he was too young. Often when God asks us for 
something, we say, “Lord, even though this is a great honor, would You mind honoring someone else?” 

So God came to Mary of Nazareth. As is always the case, God was the very last person she was 
expecting. “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.” God generally promises us His steadfast 
presence before He asks of us some task we feel is beyond us, something that without Him would be too 
heavy. “Do not be afraid!” God often says this -- just before He terrifies us with His demand.  Something 
fearful always accompanies the request of God. For although He calls us to do something significant, we 
generally feel we cannot do it. 

“Mary, you have found favor with God!” This promise of grace is a statement of special notice. Mary, 
above all the women, had been singled out by God. Did she not find God’s special notice a little 
disturbing? Of course! Every time God says, “I want you!” -- (as He did to Mary) -- our next question is, 
“Why are You talking to me? There must be fifteen million people who can do this job better than I can.” 
God’s logic often escapes us---because God’s wisdom is too great for us. 

 “You are the chosen one, Mary,” God replied. This is why Mary is a hero of the faith. She showed us that 
once a person is selected, the next words to be said are, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.” 

• What is God calling you to do? What are you doing to answer that call? 
• Do you ever make excuses for not doing what you know God is asking you to do with your 

finances? Your time? Your energy? 

Friday: Colossians 4:7-18 
When we devote ourselves more to Christ, we have more opportunities in life and ministry. Why would 
any Christian not want that? The call is simple and the action to accept the call to be devoted to Christ as 
Lord is a simple endeavor. To have a mindset that our relationship with Christ must be persevering, our 
will needs to be open, to be shaped and formed by Him! Yet, this can be very difficult for us.  

First we are to be in prayer, in direct communication to Christ. And when we engage in prayer or any 
action regarding our Lord (and that would be all things in life), we are to be alert with our minds. We are 
also to be grateful, to have a thankful attitude and composure that helps us be mobilized for the faith. 
When we have these right attitudes, then we will have the right aptitude. With a heart and mind shaped by 
Christ, we can remember others, and keep them in prayer with specific requests. Then, we will see the 
opportunities that He brings us and be able and willing to proclaim His message of grace to those around 
us in a good attitude and lifestyle. We can place ourselves in situations where God will use us to impact 
others. The key is to remain in Him and not allow the world and its evil desires influence us; rather, we 
must be the influencers to them! 

The principles of the Gospel must impact us so we are influenced and energized by it. If the leader is not 
excited, the message will drop off and fall flat. The learner and hearer will not desire something irrelevant 
and unexciting. If they see no excitement in the leader, why would they want to be a part of it? The nature 
of the Christian life is the joy and excitement of being in Christ over all else, and this should be the biggest 



motivation so the excitement the leader receives from his growth becomes contagious to those around 
him; this is influence. Being in Christ means living our lives for Him with excitement in all times and all 
places. This is influence. 

Holy living is not forced upon us. We are not adhering to a religion, but enjoying a relationship with Jesus! 
Holy living comes from a life that is transformed and renewed by what Christ has done for us. The 
Colossians had a skewed idea of God's purity and our sinful nature; they had it half right, that God is pure 
and we are sin. However, the application that we can do as we please since we are in Christ is purely 
wrong. This now becomes a form of relativism. Such thinking and behavior equates a life that is 
meaningless and produces little to no fruit. 

• How can you be kinder in your actions and words? How can your gratitude allow you to be more 
gracious? 

• How do you see the people in this passage exhibiting faithfulness and devotion? How can this 
encourage you? 

• What have you done to exercise your faith and take advantage of opportunities to grow and 
promote Christ's Message? 

• How would you define "faithfulness?" How does this make a person attractive to God and others? 
How is this important to growing a faith and a church? How does this carry on the work of our 
Lord? 

Saturday: Matthew 5:13-16 
Salt and light are two essentials to life, especially in the ancient world. Salt was more than just a spice for 
seasoning, it was an essential preservative that was used before refrigeration so people could eat 
unspoiled food, and it was also a means of commerce as the Romans paid their solders in salt. Light was 
and is the needed medium for us to see, when the lights are out we cannot see, when we turn off the light 
to His Word, how could it impact or instruct us.  

Jesus is saying to us that a disciple is useless to Him if they do not live as in the Light---if they do not 
follow Jesus’ example. Disciples who do not live out their faith would be like salt that falls in dirt, useless! 
They are like a city that turned out its lights---how could people find their way?  

Although our hope is in eternity and this earth is our temporary home, we are still to do our best while we 
are here; we are not to withdraw from the world, or become like the world (John 17:5; Titus 2:12)! We are 
to be “IN the world, but not OF the world”, we are to be different and set apart in our thinking and priorities 
and lifestyle. We are to be involved in our society in building relationships and a better society and world. 
We also need not to be afraid to confront sin and evil, but always do it in the parameters of the Christ-like 
character of love and care. In so doing we are to proclaim the Word as evangelists with our words, and 
with our deeds!  

• As Christians what does it mean that we are the Light for the world? 
• We as citizens of the Kingdom are called to give the world "flavor".  Where must that flavor come 

from and how can you make sure it keeps coming and not lose its enhancing and preserving 
ability? 

• How can our presumptions and cultural influence get in the way of being real salt and light? 
• What do you need to do if you feel that you have lost that flavor or Light? 
• We have to find a way to influence the world without being influenced negatively by their sin and 

corruption. So what are three ways you can do this?  



• We are to also influence creation that is the environment for the positive! Yet many Christians 
ignore this. How can you make sure you and Living Word do not ignore God's creation and your 
role to be good stewards of it?  
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