
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(January	2	–	7,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Matthew	1:18-25	
Matthew's	account	of	 the	birth	of	 Jesus	 is	of	One	who	 is	different	 from	any	human	being	who	ever	has	or	
ever	will	exist.	A	person	is	normally	conceived	by	two	human	parents	who	are	born	in	sin	and	without	divine	
intervention.	Christ	was	not	just	born;	because	He	already	existed	before	His	birth---He	became	incarnate.	He	
was	brought	into	this	world	as	any	baby	would	be,	with	the	extreme	exception	that	Mary	did	not	have	normal	
sexual	 relations	 to	conceive	Him!	 Jesus	was	conceived	by	 the	Holy	Spirit,	He	was	pre-existent,	and	He	was	
sinless.	He	has	the	title	and	name	of	Immanuel,	meaning	"God	with	us,"	inferring	that	He	is	our	salvation.	For	
us,	this	means	that	Jesus	is	with	us,	because	as	God,	He	was,	and	is	able	to	take	our	sins	upon	Himself	and	die	
in	our	place.	He	is	"God	with	us,"	because	He	walked,	lived,	worked,	and	existed	in	all	aspects	as	any	human	
ever	has.	He	became	identified	as	one	of	us	while	still	 remaining	God,	the	Creator	of	us!	Jesus	 is	both	God	
and	human;	He	is	not	a	hybrid	like	Hercules,	nor	a	percentage	of	one	over	the	other;	He	is	fully	God	and	fully	
human.	He	was	birthed	into	history	and	into	this	world,	yet,	He	was	not	from	it!	
	
This	 passage	 is	 also	 about	 the	 humanity	 and	 struggles	 of	 Jesus'	 human	 mother	 and	 adoptive	 father.	 A	
scandalous	 beginning	 and	 great	 struggle	 for	 a	 new	 marriage	 and	 family,	 it	 fulfilled	 prophecy	 even	 while	
countering	cultural	ideals.	Mary	was	dealing	with	personal	shame	and	at	the	same	time	the	wonders	of	giving	
birth;	and	not	just	the	normal	wonder	of	a	normal	birth---but	the	ultimate	wonder	of	the	ultimate	birth---the	
birth	of	the	Great	I	AM.	Joseph	was	dealing	with	family	and	cultural	dishonor,	but	decided	to	obey	God	and	
trust	 in	 Him,	 not	 his	 cultural	 peer	 pressure.	 This	 passage	 is	 also	 a	 picture	 of	 how	 God	 provides	 us	 with	
opportunities	and	situations	to	better	ourselves,	but	we	may	not	see	them	because	we	are	either	not	looking	
or	we	are	so	consumed	by	our	past	experiences,	expectations,	or	hurts	that	we	refuse	to	look	or	strive.	
	

• How	does	the	birth	of	the	Lord	impact	you,	considering	the	way	He	came	in	to	this	world	as	a	helpless	baby?	
How	is	Jesus	Supreme	in	you?	How	do	you	know	it	and	show	it?	

• What	do	you	think	of	Joseph's	character,	and	his	reaction	to	Mary's	pregnancy?	How	does	God	provide	you	
with	opportunities	and	situations	to	better	yourself?	What	gets	in	the	way	of	your	seeing	them?	What	about	
our	 habits	 of	 not	 looking	 or	 being	 so	 consumed	 by	 past	 experiences,	 expectations,	 and/or	 hurts	 that	 we	
refuse	to	strive	in	our	faith?	

• Joseph	was	willing	to	bear	ridicule	from	his	family	and	village	because	of	Mary.	He	could	have	put	her	away,	
but	he	did	not.	Why?	

• The	Bible	does	not	have	much	more	to	say	about	Joseph;	so,	what	do	you	think	his	relationship	with	Jesus	
might	have	been	like?	
	
Tuesday:	Matthew	2:1-12	Part	1	
The	 12	 days	 of	 Christmas	 come	 to	 an	 end	on	 January	 5.	 January	 6	 is	 the	 feast	 of	 Epiphany;	which	 in	 turn	
begins	 a	 new	 season	 of	 the	 church	 year---extending	 in	 some	 church	 traditions	 for	 several	 weeks	 to	 the	
beginning	of	Lent.	 	At	Epiphany	we	celebrate	God’s	manifestation	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	When	Epiphany	began	 in	
the	 third	 century,	 it	 highlighted	 Christ’s	 baptism;	 by	 the	 next	 century,	 it	 also	marked	 his	manifestation	 to	
Gentiles	in	the	persons	of	the	Magi;	later	it	included	his	self-revelation	by	creating	new	wine	for	the	wedding	
at	Cana.	But	when	St.	Augustine	described	Epiphany	as	a	“noteworthy	celebration…throughout	the	world,”	in	
his	Epiphany	sermon	in	412,	he	highlighted	the	story	of	the	Magi,	and	for	this	reason,	he	noted,	“the	whole	
Church	of	the	Gentiles	has	adopted	this	day	as	a	feast	worthy	of	most	devout	celebration.”		
	



Matthew’s	Gospel	 teaches	us	 that	God	draws	us	with	“hints	and	signs”	 like	 the	star	 that	drew	the	Magi	 to	
Bethlehem.	We	all	know	that	God	is	not	easy	to	discern,	but	the	closer	we	follow	Jesus,	the	more	intentional	
we	 are	 in	maturing	 in	 our	 faith,	 the	more	 likely	we	 are	 to	 experience	 the	 presence	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 in	 our	
everyday.		
	
Matthew	also	lets	us	see	that	the	Good	News	of	Christ	 is	for	everyone.	 	Jesus	Christ	has	come	for	both	the	
Israelites	(represented	by	the	shepherds)	and	the	Gentiles	(the	Magi).	As	the	Magi	“left	for	their	own	country	
by	another	road”	to	avoid	Herod	(Matthew	2:12),	so	our	lives	are	deeply	changed	by	Christ.		
	

• What	are	some	concrete	ways	for	you	to	intentionally	mature	in	your	faith,	so	as	to	be	able	to	better	discern	
God	 in	your	 life?	 	New	Year’s	makes	an	excellent	 time	of	 the	year	 to	choose	 to	do	 this.	 	What	discipleship	
ministries	does	Living	Word	provide	that	could	help	you?	
	
Wednesday:	Matthew	2:1-12	Part	2	
Matthew’s	birth	story	gives	us	details	that	Luke	never	mentions:	Wise	men	guided	by	a	star	sought	out	the	
new	King.	An	uproar	occurs	that	causes	Joseph	to	flee	with	his	new	wife	and	child	far	away	from	his	home,	
work,	relationships,	religious	community	and	family.	All	of	these	things	are	because	Christ	 is	God	 incarnate	
and	 demands	 a	 response	 from	 His	 creation.	 So	 we	 all	 respond	 to	 Him	 in	 various	 ways.	 The	 universe	
responded	with	a	 star,	 the	Gentiles	 responded	with	honor,	and	 the	 Jewish	 shepherds	 responded	with	awe	
and	wonder,	the	secular	rulers	responded	by	trying	to	kill	Him.	How	do	you	respond?	
	
The	Magi	asked:	“Where	is	the	new	born	king	of	the	Jews?”	The	very	same	question	is	asked	of	us,	where	is	
He	in	us	and	in	Living	Word?	Is	Jesus	just	a	mere	baby	that	is	under	our	domain	or	is	He	the	Lord	sitting	on	
high?	How	we	see	Jesus	and	how	we	worship	Him	in	our	hearts	and	minds	will	govern	how	you	are	in	life	and	
how	you	grow	 in	Him.	This	 is	 the	question	 that	determines	your	spiritual	growth,	and	the	growth	of	Living	
Word.	Will	 Living	Word	choose	 to	grow	spiritually	with	 conviction	and	discipleship,	or	decline	 to	 challenge	
people	and	be	merely	a	social	club	for	nice	people?		If	we	choose	the	latter,	we	will	probably	get	more	people	
in	the	seats	on	Sunday,	but	God	goes	unnoticed	and	dishonored	and	people	go	unfulfilled	and	unfed	by	His	
Word	and	Spirit.		
	
Herod	was	deeply	disturbed	of	Jesus,	even	as	a	baby.	And,	in	truth,	we	should	not	be	surprised,	because	Jesus	
comes	to	disturb!	He	comes	to	wake	us	up	from	our	meager	life	and	complacency	and	thus	convict	us	of	our	
sin	so	to	lead	us	with	His	love,	care	and	grace	to	the	wonders	of	life	and	the	eternity	to	come.	So:		

• Do	we	give	Him	our	heart	and	time	and	resources	or	our	lukewarm	affection?	
• Do	we	allow	our	being	 to	be	disturbed	 so	we	are	 convicted	and	grow,	or	do	we	 recoil	 in	 complacency,	or	

negativity	or	pride?	
	
Thursday:	John	1:1-3	
When	John	writes	“The	Word”;	he	is	writing	about	Jesus	Christ.		Jesus	Christ	is	The	Word.		At	the	beginning	of	
his	gospel,	John	says	three	things	about	Jesus.	

1) The	Word	(Jesus	Christ)	was	already	in	existence	when	God	created	all	things.	The	very	first	verse	of	the	Bible	
says:	“In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth”	(Genesis	1:1).	What	John	is	saying	is	this—the	
Word	is	not	one	of	the	created	things;	the	Word	was	already	in	existence	before	anything	was	created.	The	
Word	is	not	part	of	the	world	which	came	into	being	in	time;	the	Word	is	part	of	eternity	and	was	there	with	
God	before	time	and	the	world	began.	John	was	thinking	of	what	is	known	as	the	pre-existence	of	Christ.	



	
If	the	Word	was	with	God	before	time	began,	if	God’s	Word	is	part	of	the	eternal	scheme	of	things,	it	means	
that	God	was	always	like	Jesus;	in	other	words,	the	God	of	the	Old	Testament	is	exactly	the	same	as	the	God	
of	the	New	Testament.	Sometimes	we	tend	to	think	of	the	Old	Testament	God	as	stern	and	avenging;	and	the	
New	Testament	God	to	be	loving	and	full	of	grace.	This	is	simply	not	true.	The	whole	New	Testament	tells	us,	
this	passage	of	John	especially,	that	God	has	always	been	like	Jesus.	What	Jesus	did	was	to	open	a	window	in	
time	that	we	might	see	 the	eternal	and	unchanging	 love	of	God.	 	 In	other	words,	God	did	not	change,	but	
when	Jesus	came,	our	UNDERSTANDING	of	God	changed.	
	

2) John	goes	on	 to	 say	 that	 the	Word	was	with	God.	What	does	he	mean	by	 that?	He	means	 that	 there	has	
always	been	complete	unity	between	 the	Word	and	God;	 in	other	words,	 there	has	always	been	 the	most	
intimate	connection	between	God	the	Son	and	God	the	Father.	That	means	no	one	can	tell	us	what	God	is	
like,	what	God’s	will	is	for	us,	what	God’s	love	and	heart	and	mind	are	like,	except	Jesus.		Let	us	use	human	
language	because	 it	 is	 the	only	 language	we	can	use.	 John	 is	saying	that	 Jesus	 is	so	 intimate	with	God	that	
God	has	no	secrets	from	Him;	and	that,	therefore,	Jesus	is	the	one	person	in	all	the	universe	who	can	reveal	
to	us	what	God	is	like	and	how	God	thinks	and	how	God	feels.		
	
3)	Finally	John	says	that	the	Word	was	God.	What	this	means	is	that	the	Word	was	of	the	very	same	character	
and	quality	and	essence	and	being	as	God	the	Father.	So	right	at	the	beginning	of	his	Gospel	John	lays	it	down	
that	 in	 Jesus,	 and	 in	 Jesus	 alone,	we	 see	what	God	 always	was	 and	 always	will	 be,	 and	 all	 that	God	 feels	
towards,	and	desires	for	us.	John	wanted	to	make	this	truth	crystal	clear;	because	at	the	time	John’s	Gospel	
was	being	written,	a	 terrible	heresy	was	plaguing	the	church---a	heresy	known	as	Gnosticism.	 (Pronounced	
NAH-steh-sism)	Look	up	Gnosticism	on	the	web:	http://www.theopedia.com/Gnosticism	
	
To	combat	Gnosticism,	John	lays	down	two	basic	Christian	truths.		
1)	Christianity	has	always	believed	in	what	is	called	creation	out	of	nothing.	We	do	not	believe	that	the	world	
began	with	an	essential	flaw	in	it.	We	do	not	believe	that	the	world	began	with	God	and	something	else.	It	is	
our	 belief	 that	 behind	 everything	 there	 is	God	 and	God	 alone.	God	 created	 all	 that	 is	 out	 of	 nothing,	 and	
when	God	completed	it,	creation	was	good.	
	

2)	 Christianity	 has	 always	 believed	 that	 this	 is	 God’s	world,	 therefore	God	 is	 intimately	 involved	 in	 it.	 The	
Gnostics	tried	to	put	the	blame	for	the	evil	of	the	world	on	the	shoulders	of	its	Creator.	Christianity	believes	
that	what	is	wrong	with	the	world	is	due	to	sin.	But	even	though	sin	has	“broken”	the	world	and	kept	it	from	
being	what	it	might	have	been,	we	can	never	despise	the	world,	because	it	is	God’s.	If	we	believe	this	it	gives	
us	a	new	sense	of	the	value	of	the	world	and	a	new	sense	of	responsibility	to	it.	
	
•	How	can	Jesus	Christ	be	“with”	God	and	be	God	at	the	same	time?	
•	Why	is	the	Trinity	such	a	foundational	belief	of	Christianity?	
•	Can	you	be	a	Christian	without	accepting	the	truth	of	the	Trinity?	
•	Do	you	see	Gnosticim’s	influence	in	the	church	today?	How?		Where?	
	
Friday:	John	1:4-5	
Light	and	Life	are	two	of	the	main	themes	of	John’s	Gospel.	The	Gospel	of	John	begins	and	ends	with	life.	At	
the	very	beginning	we	read	that	in	Jesus	was	life;	and	at	the	very	end	we	read	“But	these	are	written	so	that	



you	may	continue	to	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God,	and	that	by	believing	in	Him	you	will	
have	life	by	the	power	of	His	name.”	(John	20:31)	Jesus	constantly	spoke	of	true	life:	It	breaks	His	heart	that	
people	will	 not	 come	 to	Him	 that	 they	might	have	 life	 (5:40).	He	 teaches	 that	He	 came	 that	people	might	
have	life	and	that	they	might	have	it	in	great	abundance	(10:10).	He	claims	that	He	gives	us	life	and	that	we	
will	never	perish	because	no	one	will	 snatch	us	out	of	His	hand	 (10:28).	He	claims	 that	He	 is	 the	way,	 the	
truth	and	the	life	(14:6).	In	the	Gospel	the	Word	life	occurs	thirty-five	times	and	the	verb	to	live	or	to	have	life	
is	used	fifteen	times.	What	does	Jesus	mean	by	life?	
	
Quite	 simply	He	means	 that	 life	 is	 the	 opposite	 of	 alienation,	 brokenness,	 destruction,	 condemnation	 and	
death.	God	sent	His	Son	into	the	world	so	that	all	who	believe	should	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life	(3:16).	
The	person	who	hears	and	believes	the	Word	has	eternal	life	and	will	not	come	into	judgment	(5:24).	Those	
to	whom	Jesus	gives	life	will	never	perish	(10:28).	In	truth,	until	we	accept	Jesus	and	take	Him	as	our	Savior	
and	enthrone	Him	as	our	King,	we	do	not	have	life	at	all,	we	merely	have	physical	existence.	
	
It	 is	the	will	of	the	Father	who	sent	Jesus	that	everyone	who	sees	Him	and	believes	in	Him	should	have	life	
(6:40).	Jesus	is	the	giver	of	life	because	the	Father	has	set	His	own	seal	of	approval	upon	Him	(6:27).		
	
What	does	it	mean	to	believe?	It	means	two	things.	
	
1)	It	means	that	cognitively	we	must	be	convinced	that	Jesus	is	the	incarnation	of	God,	and	our	personal	Lord	
and	Savior.	If	Jesus	is	only	a	man,	there	is	no	reason	why	we	should	give	Him	the	complete	obedience	that	He	
demands	any	more	than	we	would	give	any	person	complete	obedience.		
	
2)	But	there	is	more	than	intellectual	belief	in	this.	To	believe	in	Jesus	means	to	have	a	one	on	one	personal	
relationship.	To	believe	in	Jesus	means	to	take	Jesus	at	His	word,	to	accept	His	commandments	as	absolutely	
binding,	 to	 believe	 without	 question	 that	 what	 He	 says	 is	 true.	 Jesus	 said:	 “But	 anyone	 who	 hears	 my	
teaching	and	doesn’t	obey	it	is	foolish,	like	a	person	who	builds	a	house	on	sand.	When	the	rains	and	floods	
come	and	the	winds	beat	against	that	house,	it	will	collapse	with	a	mighty	crash.”	(Matthew	7:26-27)	Belief	
means	the	conviction	of	the	mind	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	the	giving	of	the	heart	in	love	to	Jesus,	and	the	
personal	trust	that	everything	Jesus	says	is	true.			
	
The	second	of	the	great	words	which	John	uses	is	Light.	This	word	occurs	in	the	Gospel	of	John	twenty-one	
times.	Jesus	is	the	Light	of	all	people.	The	function	of	John	the	Baptist	was	to	point	out	that	Light	which	was	
in	Christ.	Twice	Jesus	calls	himself	 the	Light	of	the	world	(8:12;	9:5).	This	Light	can	be	 in	people	(11:10),	so	
that	 they	 can	 become	 children	 of	 the	 Light	 (12:36),	 “I	 have	 come,”	 said	 Jesus,	 “as	 Light	 into	 the	 world”	
(12:46).		
	
The	 Light	 Jesus	 brings	 is	 the	 Light	 which	 dispels	 chaos.	 In	 the	 creation	 story	 God	 moved	 upon	 the	 dark,	
formless	 chaos	 which	 was	 before	 the	 world	 began	 and	 said:	 “Let	 there	 be	 light”	 (Genesis	 1:3).	 The	 new-
created	Light	of	God	destroyed	the	empty	chaos	into	which	it	came.	So	Jesus	is	the	Light	which	shines	in	the	
darkness	 (1:5).	 He	 is	 the	 one	 person	who	 can	 save	 life	 from	 becoming	 a	 chaos.	 Left	 to	 ourselves,	we	 are	
doomed.	
	
The	Light	which	Jesus	brings	is	a	revealing	Light.	It	is	to	our	shame	that	we	loved	the	darkness	rather	than	the	
Light;	and	we	did	so	because	our	deeds	were	evil;	and	we	shunned	the	Light	lest	our	sins	be	exposed	(3:19,	



20).	The	Light	which	Jesus	brings	 is	something	which	shows	things	as	they	truly	are;	 it	shows	them	in	their	
true	character	and	their	true	values.	
	
The	Light	which	Jesus	brings	 is	a	guiding	Light.	 If	a	person	does	not	possess	that	Light	he	walks	 in	darkness	
and	does	not	know	where	he	 is	going	(12:36).	When	a	person	receives	that	Light	and	believes	 in	 it,	she	no	
longer	walks	in	darkness	(12:46).		
	
The	word	darkness	occurs	seven	times	in	John’s	Gospel.	To	John	there	was	a	darkness	in	the	world	that	was	
as	real	as	the	Light.	The	darkness	is	hostile	to	the	Light.	The	Light	shines	in	the	darkness,	but,	however	hard	
the	darkness	tries,	it	cannot	extinguish	it.	Sin	loves	the	darkness	and	hates	the	Light,	because	the	Light	shows	
up	too	many	things.	
	
So	John	is	saying:	“Into	this	world	there	comes	Jesus,	the	Light	of	the	world;	there	is	a	darkness	which	would	
seek	 to	 eliminate	 Him,	 to	 banish	 Him	 from	 life,	 to	 extinguish	 Him.	 But	 there	 is	 a	 power	 in	 Jesus	 that	 is	
undefeatable.	The	darkness	can	hate	Him,	but	it	can	never	defeat	Him.”		
	
There	are	certain	passages	where	the	darkness	seems	to	stand	for	 ignorance.	Jesus	says:	“I	am	the	Light	of	
the	world.	If	you	follow	me,	you	won’t	have	to	walk	in	darkness,	because	you	will	have	the	Light	that	leads	to	
life.”	(John	8:12).	Jesus	says	to	His	disciples:	“My	Light	will	shine	for	you	just	a	little	longer.	Walk	in	the	Light	
while	you	can,	so	the	darkness	will	not	overtake	you.	Those	who	walk	in	the	darkness	cannot	see	where	they	
are	going.	(John	12:35)	Jesus	shows	us	the	way,	and	which	lights	the	way	every	step	of	the	way.	
	
There	 are	 times	when	 John	 uses	 this	word	 darkness	 symbolically.	 He	 uses	 it	 at	 times	 to	mean	more	 than	
merely	the	dark	of	night.	He	tells	of	a	time	the	disciples	were	in	their	boat	and	were	crossing	the	lake	without	
Jesus;	and	then	he	says,	“And	it	was	now	dark,	and	Jesus	had	not	yet	come	to	them”	(John	6:17).	John	tells	of	
the	Resurrection	morning	and	of	the	hours	before	those	who	had	loved	Jesus	realized	that	he	had	risen	from	
the	dead.	He	begins	 the	story:	“Now	on	the	 first	day	of	 the	week	Mary	Magdalene	came,	while	 it	was	still	
dark”	(20:1)	She	was	living	at	the	moment	in	a	world	from	which	she	thought	Jesus	had	been	eliminated,	and	
a	world	like	that	was	dark.	He	tells	the	story	of	the	Last	Supper.	John	tells	how	Judas	left	to	betray	Jesus;	and	
he	says	with	a	kind	of	terrible	symbolism:	“Judas	took	the	bread	Jesus	gave	him	and	immediately	went	out.	It	
was	night.”	(John	13:30).	To	John,	life	without	Jesus	was	life	in	the	dark.		
	
•	What	does	it	mean	to	believe	in	Jesus?	
•	Can	you	truly	claim	to	believe	in	Jesus	if	you	are	not	actively	following	Him	and	obeying	Him?	
•	Do	you	suppose	there	are	people	who	think	they	are	Christian,	but	are	not?	
•	What	does	Jesus	mean	when	He	says	that	He	is	“the	Light	of	the	world”?	
	
Saturday:	John	1:6-18	
God	 sent	 John	 the	 Baptist	 as	 a	 forerunner	 to	 Jesus	 Christ,	 to	 be	 a	 herald	 and	 sign	 that	 the	 long	 awaited	
Messiah	had	come.	This	was	to	prepare	people	 for	 the	 Incarnation---to	make	certain	they	did	not	miss	 the	
most	important	event	in	the	history	of	the	world.	So	that	people	might	see	and	believe	that	John	was	sent	to	
proclaim	that	Jesus	Christ	was	coming;	and	that	He	was	the	Light	of	the	world,	and	He	was	coming	to	save	the	
lost.	Then,	John	calls	for	people	to	repent,	to	embrace	righteousness,	to	trust	and	obey,	and	to	become	God's	
child,	purging	the	grip	of	darkness	forevermore.	John	was	not	the	Light;	rather,	he	was	a	witness	of	the	Light,	
a	testimony	of	the	new	covenant	of	grace	from	God	to	us.	Even	though	Christ	made	the	world	and	all	things,	



darkness	corrupted	everything.	Sin	blinded	people	from	the	Truth	so	they	needed	the	Light	of	God	to	know	
God	and	to	live.	John's	witness	is	so	that	people	may	now	see	the	Light,	the	hope	and	love	of	God,	accept	His	
saving	grace	so	to	become	the	children	of	God,	and	be	reborn-all	of	which	can	come	only	from	God.	To	prove	
and	make	this	happen,	Jesus	Christ,	the	only	Son	of	God,	became	a	human	being	and	lived	amongst	us.	He	
remains	pure	and	His	Light	shines	to	show	us	the	Love	and	plan	of	God.	John	passionately	points	this	all	out	
to	the	people	so	they	may	change	their	ways,	telling	them	someone	greater	than	he	(John)	is	coming	so	that	
all	we	who	trust	in	Him	can	receive	His	rich	blessings.	God's	unfailing	love	through	the	faithfulness	of	Christ	is	
available	to	us	and	we	can	see	God	by	seeing	Christ.	
	
This	 passage	 continues	 the	 prologue,	 introducing	 to	 us	 the	 Jesus	 Christ---who	 is	 God	 made	 flesh---the	
incarnation	of	the	Great	I	AM,	who	is	eternally	existing	and	who	now	comes	as	fully	God	and	becomes	fully	
man.	God	Himself	becomes	flesh	and	dwells	among	us.	God	is	now	one	of	us,	God	among	people,	personally	
conveying	His	Love,	personally	giving	us	His	grace!	In	John's	Gospel	there	is	a	lot	of	word	repetition;	this	was	
a	Jewish	literary	device	to	bring	emphasis	on	the	importance	of	what	was	being	said.	What	is	more	important	
than	God	becoming	one	of	us	in	order	to	save	us?		
	
To	know	Jesus	is	to	know	God,	because	Jesus	IS	God;	Jesus	is	the	face	of	God,	the	One	who	eternally	lives	and	
reveals	to	us	the	Father.	He	is	the	one	who	gives	you	life	and	the	Light	of	the	World	for	your	salvation!	We	
know	God	by	knowing	Christ,	who	is	God.	We	know	Him	by	knowing	His	written	Word	that	carries	to	us	His	
Living	Word.		
	

• Are	you	living	your	life	because	of	Who	He	is	and	what	He	has	done	for	you?		
• Are	you	forever	devoted	to	Christ	as	LORD?		
• Does	your	character	reflect	Who	Christ	is	and	what	He	is	doing	in	you?		
• Do	you	believe	in	the	eternal	Christ?	Are	you	living	up	to	what	you	believe	with	trust	and	hope?	If	not,	why	

not	(1	Peter	4:19)?	
	
Christianity	is	a	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ;	therefore	it	cannot	be	earned	or	presumed;	it	is	not	learned	or	
reasoned	or	inherited	or	purchased.	It	is	something	that	no	price	can	ever	lay	hold	of-except	the	price	paid	on	
our	behalf	by	Christ!	Yet	once	we	have	it,	we	can	lean	on,	learn,	reason,	inherit	God’s	character	and	eternal	
life,	and	continually	build	upon	it.	For	us	to	have	real	effectual	faith,	we	have	to	receive	Jesus	Christ	as	our	
own.	Not	 through	our	parents	or	our	church	or	our	 religion,	but	ours	alone-faith	 that	 is	 real,	 relevant,	and	
personal.	Our	faith	and	knowledge	in	Christ	must	be	received	initially,	a	move	that	the	Spirit	enables	us	to	do.	
	

• What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	God	is	now	one	of	us?		
• How	would	you	communicate	to	someone	that	God	lived	amongst	people,	personally	conveying	His	Love	by	

personally	giving	us	His	grace?	
• How	can	Christ	be	more	within	you	as	the	ultimate	purpose	and	meaning	of	life	and	all	things	we	are	to	do?	
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