
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(January	23-28,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Mark	1:21-28,	Part	1	
Because	He	was	God,	Jesus	had	all	the	authority	in	the	world—in	the	universe.	God	created	all	things	through	Him	and	
put	all	 things	under	Him.	 So	even	 these	 spirits	 that	 turned	evil,	 though	He	allowed	 them	 to	exist,	were	 completely	
subject	to	Him.	(Read	Colossians	1:15-20	and	Ephesians	1:19-23)	Yet	Jesus	did	not	use	His	vast,	limitless	authority	the	
way	we	 humans	 tend	 to	 use	 our	 tiny,	 limited	 authority.	 For	many	 humans,	 authority	 becomes	merely	 a	means	 of	
enriching	oneself,	of	getting	one’s	own	way,	of	suppressing	the	truth,	and	of	getting	and	holding	the	power	to	keep	
doing	those	things.	Abraham	Lincoln	once	said:	“Nearly	all	men	can	stand	adversity,	but	 if	you	want	to	test	a	man's	
character,	give	him	power.”	
	
This	was	not	the	case	with	Jesus.	He	has	all	the	authority	there	is,	yet	He	uses	it	entirely	differently	from	the	way	many	
people	would.	Let’s	look	at	a	few	examples:	He	took	action	when	necessary.	Jesus	did	not	stifle	normal	living	by	trying	
to	prevent	all	possibility	of	something	going	wrong.	He	didn’t	post	sentries	at	the	doors	to	keep	all	potential	demon-
possessed-looking	 people	 from	 coming	 in.	 He	 simply	 dealt	 with	 the	 problem	 decisively	 when	 it	 arose.	 He	 didn’t	
overreact.	 Jesus	 didn’t	make	 a	 Broadway	 production	 out	 of	making	 the	 demon	 leave.	 He	 didn’t	 knock	 the	 demon	
around	for	a	while,	tell	it	off	for	10	minutes,	scream	at	it,	kill	it	or	declare	war	on	all	demons.	He	just	made	it	go.	He	
didn’t	crow	about	it.	Jesus	didn’t	use	the	incident	to	further	His	image.	He	didn’t	get	on	Twitter	and	bill	Himself	as	the	
one	who	tossed	out	the	demon.	Jesus	uses	authority	to	serve,	not	to	be	served.	And	that	is	how	He	wants	us	to	use	
whatever	authority	we	might	have.	Whether	our	authority	is	at	home,	at	work,	or	somewhere	else,	He	wants	us	to	use	
it	to	help	others,	not	to	make	ourselves	into	big	shots.	
	
Later	in	Mark’s	Gospel,	Jesus	explained	it	to	His	disciples	like	this,	“You	know	that	those	who	are	regarded	as	rulers	of	
the	Gentiles	lord	it	over	them,	and	their	high	officials	exercise	authority	over	them.	Not	so	with	you.	Instead,	whoever	
wants	to	become	great	among	you	must	be	your	servant,	and	whoever	wants	to	be	first	must	be	slave	of	all.	For	even	
the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	His	life	as	a	ransom	for	many.”	(Mark	10:42-45)	
What	 a	 difference	 it	 makes	 when	 the	 authority	 we’re	 subject	 to	 is	 a	 blessing	 instead	 of	 a	 curse.	 Jesus	 doesn’t	
overpower	us	to	make	us	knuckle	under.	He	serves	us	with	patience	and	mercy,	helping	us	grow	to	see	how	much	we	
need	Him.	Sin	is	a	cruel,	harsh,	manipulative,	unforgiving	taskmaster.	Jesus	is	compassionate,	gracious,	patient,	loving	
and	merciful.	The	authority	of	sin	is	fraudulent,	but	the	authority	of	Jesus	is	absolute.	
	

• Every	 one	 of	 us	 has	 authority	 over	 someone---even	 if	 it	 is	 just	 as	 the	 customer	 at	 the	 grocery	 store.	 	 How	
would	the	people	you	have	authority	over-describe	your	use	of	authority?	
	

Tuesday:	Mark	1:21-28,	Part	2	
When	it	comes	to	Jesus’	authority	in	our	lives,	how	do	you	think	He	uses	it?	To	help	us,	or	to	lord	it	over	us?	Many	of	
us	live	as	though	we	think	Jesus	uses	His	authority	to	lord	it	over	us.	We	assume	His	love	for	us	is	conditioned	on	how	
well	 we	 behave.	We	 feel	 discouraged	 and	 fearful	 that	 God	 no	 longer	 loves	 us	when	we	 fail	 to	measure	 up	 in	 our	
obedience.	But	Jesus	uses	His	authority	to	help	us,	not	to	destroy	us.	He	drives	out	the	demons,	not	us.	And	literal	evil	
spirits	are	not	the	only	kind	of	demons	Jesus	has	authority	over	and	drives	out	for	us.	Sin	itself	is	an	enemy	that	does	
us	damage	and	lords	it	over	us.	So	are	our	fears	and	our	doubts.	When	our	sins	and	fears	start	a	commotion,	it’s	time	
for	us	to	take	them	to	the	one	who	knows	how	to	handle	them.	We	can	take	them	to	Jesus	in	prayer	and	trust	Him	to	
know	what	to	do.	
	
What’s	 your	 enemy?	What	 habit,	 what	 sin,	 what	 fear	 plagues	 you,	 saps	 your	 courage	 and	 energy?	What	 has	 you	
beaten	down,	enslaved?	Whatever	 it	 is,	 it	 cannot	withstand	 the	authority	of	 Jesus.	When	you	give	 these	battles	 to	
Him,	the	complexion	of	the	war	changes	—	the	enemy	is	on	the	run.	When	you	stand	close	to	Jesus,	these	enemies	
can’t	have	the	last	word	and	can’t	push	you	around.	When	your	attention	is	on	Jesus,	they	don’t	seem	so	fearsome,	so	
strong,	because	 Jesus	puts	 them	 into	perspective	 as	 the	puny	weaklings	 they	 really	 are.	 In	 Jesus,	 you	are	bold	and	
strong,	and	 these	bullying,	 fast-talking	 fears,	and	sinful	habits	are	weak	and	 insignificant.	Take	your	needs	 to	 Jesus.	
Give	your	problems	to	Him	and	trust	Him	to	see	you	through	them.	He’s	there	for	you,	now	and	always.	
	

• Why	were	those	at	the	synagogue	amazed	at	Jesus’	teaching?	
• Why	did	the	evil	spirits	have	to	obey	Jesus?	



• How	did	Jesus	use	authority?	
• How	can	Jesus	help	you?	

	
Wednesday:	Mark	3:13-19	
Jesus’	 idea	of	authority	was	not	the	same	as	that	of	the	typical	human.	Once,	when	a	dispute	broke	out	among	the	
disciples	about	which	one	of	them	was	the	greatest,	Jesus	told	them,	“The	kings	of	the	Gentiles	lord	it	over	them;	and	
those	who	have	authority	over	them	are	called	‘Benefactors.’	But	not	so	with	you,	but	let	him	who	is	the	greatest	
among	you	become	as	the	youngest,	and	the	leader	as	the	servant.”	(Luke	22:25-26	)	In	their	jostling	at	the	trough,	
the	disciples	were	 fairly	 representative	of	humanity.	But	 Jesus	 taught	 them	what	 authority	 is	 really	 all	 about.	Used	
rightly,	authority	is	a	blessing	to	those	who	are	under	it.	
	
In	the	ancient	world,	authority	could	be	anything	but	a	blessing.	In	fact,	in	every	age	of	human	history,	angry	and	self-
centered	humans	have	misused	authority	as	a	 free	 ticket	 to	abuse	and	cruelty.	Today,	we	have	our	 share	of	 tyrant	
dictators,	corrupt	corporate	officers	and	law-enforcement	officials,	despotic	bosses,	and	abusive	spouses,	parents	and	
prison	 guards.	 Wherever	 humans	 have	 charge	 of	 other	 humans,	 there	 is	 the	 potential	 for	 exploitation	 and	
maltreatment.	St.	Paul	wrote:	“Masters,	provide	your	slaves	with	what	is	right	and	fair	because	you	know	that	you	also	
have	a	Master	in	heaven.”	(Colossians	4:1)		God	is	just	and	fair.	That	means	at	least	two	things.	One	is	that	He	will	be	
just	and	fair	with	you	and	me.	Another	is	that	you	and	I	need	to	be	just	and	fair	too,	because	we	belong	to	God.	

When	 Jesus	 gave	 authority	 to	 the	 apostles,	 He	 gave	 it	 to	 them	 with	 an	 explicit	 purpose	—	 to	 drive	 out	 demons.	
Demons	were	evil	spirits	who	tortured	their	victims	by	continual	oppression	that	 led	finally	to	taking	over	their	wills	
completely.	These	evil	 spirits	saw	Jesus	as	 their	archenemy	—	and	rightly	so.	 Jesus	absolutely	opposed	their	cruelty	
and	subjugation	of	humanity.	One	of	His	stated	goals	was	to	drive	them	out	and	end	their	tyranny.	Oddly	enough,	the	
wicked	 spirits	perceived	 Jesus	as	 the	 tormenter,	because	He	would	not	allow	 them	 to	 continue	 their	oppression	of	
humans.	

The	demons	knew	exactly	who	Jesus	was:	"Go	away!	Why	are	you	interfering	with	us,	Jesus	of	Nazareth?	Have	you	
come	 to	 destroy	 us?	 I	 know	 who	 you	 are--the	 Holy	 One	 of	 God!"	 (Luke	 4:34)	 The	 evil	 spirits	 recognized	 Jesus’	
authority,	 and	 they	 knew	He	would	 not	 allow	 their	 oppressive,	 evil	 authority	 to	 stand.	 Jesus	 gave	 authority	 to	 the	
apostles	to	do	exactly	what	He	was	doing	—	bringing	release	to	the	captives.	Jesus	came	with	all	the	authority	in	the	
universe	not	to	take	advantage	of	humans	or	to	take	over	the	wills	of	humans,	but	to	deliver.	Whether	we	are	talking	
about	 release	 from	 the	 cruel	 domination	 and	 repression	 exercised	 by	 evil	 spirits,	 or	 about	 any	 release	 from	 other	
forms	of	oppression,	authority	is	to	be	used	for	deliverance	—	to	make	things	better	for	those	being	ruled.	Authority,	
God	style,	 is	 for	the	blessing	of	humans.	 It	 is	to	nurture	others,	 to	help	them	develop,	 improve	and	grow.	Certainly,	
authority	must	 sometimes	 be	 used	 for	 discipline.	 Even	 discipline	 can	 be	 a	 form	 of	 deliverance	 when	 it	 is	 given	 in	
wisdom.	A	heart	that	is	ruled	by	love	knows	the	difference	between	correction	and	cruelty.	
	
Thursday:	Matthew	7:24-29	
The	 Sermon	 on	 the	Mount	 comes	 to	 its	 conclusion	 with	 a	 warning	 about	 listening	 and	 doing	 the	 words	 of	 Jesus,	
followed	by	a	description	of	the	amazement	that	greeted	His	teaching.	Throughout	the	sermon,	Jesus	has	answered	
questions	arising	from	His	preaching	of	the	Kingdom,	but	He	adds	some	surprises	at	the	end	of	each	item	of	teaching	
which	 points	 to	 Jesus	 Himself	 as	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 ‘Law	 and	 the	 Prophets’.	 By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 sermon,	 Jesus	
presents	 Himself	 as	 the	 only	 One	 through	whom	we	 can	 enter	 the	 Kingdom,	 and	 the	 only	 Judge	 of	 entry	 thereby	
presenting	Himself	as	God’s	own	Son,	the	long	awaited	Messiah.	
	
Two	 things	arise	 from	the	Sermon	on	 the	Mount.	First,	 the	moral	 teaching	 itself.	 Second,	and	 inseparable	 from	the	
teaching	itself,	 is	our	increasing	understanding	of	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	and	the	‘King’	of	the	Kingdom	of	God.	It	 is	 in	
response	to	both	these	that	 the	crowds	were	amazed;	at	His	 teaching	 (7:28)	and	at	 Jesus	Himself	and	His	authority	
(7:29).	The	very	 last	 illustration	of	 Jesus	 in	His	Sermon	 is	 that	of	a	house-builder.	As	a	 carpenter,	 Jesus	would	have	
known	all	about	building	houses.	If	we	are	to	understand	what	Jesus	meant	by	building	on	a	rock	or	on	sand,	then	we	
should	consider	the	landscape	of	Israel.	In	parts	of	the	country,	the	hillsides	were	sheer	rock	on	which	it	was	almost	
impossible	 to	 build.	 Archaeological	 evidence	 shows	 that	most	 houses	 and	 towns	were	 built	 on	 the	 foundations	 of	
older	ones,	using	the	rock	and	rubble	already	compacted	into	the	soil.	It	was	not	wise	to	build	on	the	flood	plains	of	



rivers,	because	in	a	dry	country	such	as	Israel,	many	river	beds	and	their	surrounds	were	dry	through	most	of	the	year,	
but	flooded	in	the	rainy	season,	creating	an	impossibly	boggy	ground.	But	what	do	these	two	signify	in	Jesus’	story?	
	
The	 parable	 of	 the	 wise	 and	 the	 foolish	 man	 emphasizes	 the	 foundations	 upon	 which	 they	 built.	 Jesus	 said	 that	
building	upon	rock	was	 like	acting	on	His	words,	making	 the	parable	a	simple	way	of	 stressing	 Jesus’	own	teaching.	
However,	the	word	‘rock’	is	also	a	scriptural	word	which	is	used	to	describe	God	Himself.	This	analogy	of	God	is	also	
used	by	Isaiah;	‘Trust	in	the	LORD	always,	for	the	LORD	GOD	is	the	eternal	Rock.”	(Isaiah	26:4)	Now	we	know	that	Jesus	
is	God,	so	we	are	not	shocked	by	Jesus’	teaching---but	those	who	first	heard	these	words	did	not!	What	they	heard	
was	that	Jesus	said	His	words	were	the	solid	ground	and	the	equivalent	to	the	words	of	God	Himself!	The	last	point	
that	we	should	take	from	this	parable	agrees	with	what	Jesus	said	at	the	beginning	of	His	Sermon	(Matthew	5:11-12)	
about	persecution.	In	this	parable,	everyone	is	subject	to	a	rising	flood	and	the	ferocity	of	the	wind,	and	both	of	these	
are	Biblical	 images	of	persecution.	Only	the	house	built	on	the	rock	of	 Jesus	and	His	Father	survives,	and	the	house	
built	on	the	inappropriate	sandy	ground	without	rocky	foundations	is	swept	away.	
	
The	message	is	simple.	Everyone	will	face	storms	of	persecution,	but	those	whose	lives	are	founded	upon	Jesus’	Word	
will	stand.	Jesus	is	not	condemning	anyone	here,	in	fact,	He	is	trying	to	keep	people	from	being	condemned---for	all	
who	 take	 Jesus’	 advice,	 will	 withstand	 the	 flood	 of	 persecution!	 The	 authority	 with	 which	 Jesus	 taught	 was	 a	
combination	of	three	things.	First,	the	way	in	which	He	made	it	clear	that	His	words	were	God’s	words.	Second,	the	
charisma	of	a	man	who	could	command	respect	for	teaching	old	and	yet	new	truths	in	a	profoundly	revealing	fashion.	
Third,	 the	 fact	 that	 Jesus	 lived	 the	 same	quality	of	 life	 that	He	 taught;	He	 truly	practiced	what	He	preached.	 If	one	
person	present	at	the	Sermon	had	been	able	to	stand	up	and	say;	‘Jesus,	I	have	watched	you,	and	what	You	do	does	
not	 fit	with	what	you	preach,’	 then	the	crowd	would	have	melted	away.	But	 they	did	not,	 for	 they	could	not.	 Jesus	
began	His	ministry	with	powerful,	original	and	deeply	spiritual	teachings	which	explain	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	and	His	
role	as	Messiah.	Now	He	will	begin	His	journey	of	faith,	walking	around	the	countryside	with	the	disciples,	putting	into	
practice	the	things	He	has	taught.	
	

• Make	 a	 list	 of	 things	 that	 you	 think	 of	 as	 central	 to	 your	 faith.	 How	many	 of	 them	 are	 reflected	 in	 Jesus’	
teaching	in	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount?	

• How	does	this	passage	help	us	understand	the	 ‘building’	of	 the	church	 today?	What	else	 is	 required	 for	 the	
building	of	Living	Word?	

• How	does	Jesus’	authority	make	you	change	your	 life?	Have	you	ever	changed	anything	as	a	result	of	God’s	
Word	to	you?	
	

Friday:	Matthew	8:23-27	
This	passage	is	about	relying	on	God's	power.	The	disciples	saw	some	incredible	events,	but	somehow	what	they	had	
observed	and	participated	in	firsthand	did	not	create	in	them	an	ability	to	trust.	We	will	see	this	theme	tested	within	
ourselves	when	the	storms	of	life	buffet	against	us.	This	includes	the	tempests	of	frustration,	the	chaos	of	stress,	the	
gossip	from	toxic	people,	the	daily	grind	of	life,	wrong	choices,	people	conflict,	and,	of	course,	sin.	How	we	deal	with	
this	is	paramount	to	our	ability	to	trust	God.	If	we	prepare	to	trust	in	Christ,	we	will	be	taken	safely	across.	If	we	do	
not,	we	may	sink.	

No	human	has	control	over	 the	elements	of	matter	 in	 the	universe.	We	may	 think	we	do	because	we	can,	 through	
technology,	manipulate	our	environment,	but	only	God	has	 real	and	 total	 control.	 In	 this	passage,	 Jesus	 is	defiantly	
demonstrating	His	godhood	by	taking	control	of	creation.	If	we	live	very	long	in	this	world	there	will	be	times	when	we	
are	 afraid.	 Sometimes	 we	 will	 be	 just	 a	 little	 nervous;	 sometimes	 we	 will	 be	 outright	 panic-stricken,	 just	 as	 the	
disciples	were	in	today’s	 lesson.	We	will	see	the	storms	of	 life	come	against	us,	causing	us	to	feel	overwhelmed	and	
frustrated.	Even	the	most	mature	Christian	can	become	tired	and	worried.	The	danger	is	when	our	faith	breaks	down	
into	fear	so	we	do	not	venture	out	with	it.		We	become	stuck	and	refuse	to	learn	and	grow.	
	
Following	Jesus	is	not	for	the	faint-hearted---because	the	Christian	way	is	not	a	cakewalk---sometimes	God	may	take	
you	through	the	storm	to	the	very	edge	of	your	breaking	point	to	get	your	attention.	But,	the	only	thing	that	will	be	
broken	will	be	what	must	be	broken,	our	will,	the	rest	of	us	will	become	stronger.	Most	fishermen	were	unwilling	to	
venture	past	the	coastline	(with	good	reason	back	then)	if	we	do	the	same	with	our	walk	in	Christ	we	will	sink	in	those	
shallow	depths,	because	we	will	not	realize	that	Jesus	is	there	to	take	us	through	it.	



	
The	key	is	to	unlocking	the	fear	so	it	opens	into	contentment	is	our	worship	and	prayer	time.	Sometimes	that	is	all	we	
can	do,	but	 it	 is	not	a	 last	resort,	 it	 is	our	front	 line	and	most	 important	defense.	 It	 is	 to	be	our	preparation	for	the	
weathering	of	a	storm.	It	will	help	you	build	your	relationship	with	Christ	so	your	faith,	confidence,	and	courage	grow.	
Then	those	storms	and	crises	will	make	you	stronger	and	help	you	help	others	through	them	too.	When	we	fully	learn	
to	 trust,	 then	we	 can	obey	 and	 it	will	 build	our	 confidence	 so	we	will	 sail	 across	 those	 storm-tossed	 seas	of	 life	 in	
confidence	as	Jesus	Christ	is	there	beside	us	manning	the	helm!	
	

• Why	are	you	afraid	at	times?	What	causes	your	faith	to	get	wet	from	the	storms	of	life?	
• When	you	were	afraid,	how	have	you	relied	on	God's	power?	
• What	do	you	do	when	the	storms	of	life	pummel	you?	Such	as	frustration,	chaos,	stress,	gossip,	toxic	people,	

the	daily	grind	of	life,	wrong	choices,	and	sin?	
• It	 is	 one	 thing	 to	 believe	 in	 something	 and	 quite	 another	 to	 trust	 and	 even	more	 to	 obey	 an	 idea,	 plan	 or	

cause.	To	follow	Christ	requires	all	three.	Why	is	this	so?	How	have	you	seen	this	evident	in	your	life?	
	
Saturday:	Colossians	3:1-11	
We,	as	Christians,	are	 to	 set	our	 sights	and	our	 focus	upon	Christ	as	 Lord,	who	 raised	us	 to	new	 life,	 for	 this	 is	our	
authentic	reality	and	Truth.	We	trust	in	Christ	who	sits	at	God	the	Father’s	right	hand	in	honor	and	power	in	the	reality	
of	heaven.	We	are	to	set	our	thoughts	and	hopes	on	Jesus;	by	allowing	the	Holy	Spirit	to	fill	our	thoughts	and	take	hold	
of	our	will	so	we	will	stop	following	our	will,	and	have	the	power	to	submit	our	will	to	God’s	will.	We	are	in	Christ;	we	
died	to	Him	and	now	He	is	our	genuine	world	and	life	and	we	share	in	His	glory.	We	can	through	the	grace	and	power	
of	Jesus	Christ	put	sin	and	our	sinful	ways	to	death,	those	earthly	wants	and	needs	that	are	bad	and	cause	harm	to	
others	and	us.	As	Christians,	we	are	to	overcome	the	temptations	of	our	culture	and	have	nothing	to	do	with	evil	or	sin	
or	any	kind	of	anger,	greed,	bad	language,	lying,	or	any	thoughts	of	impurity	or	idolatry.	When	we	have	received	God’s	
grace	and	forgiveness,	why	would	we	go	back	to	what	hurts	others	and	us?	Strip	off	this	old	nature	of	sin	and	put	on	
His	nature	of	fruitfulness	and	renewal	by	clothing	yourselves	in	His	goodness	with	your	new	nature	within	you	that	He	
created.	Neither	our	nationality	nor	socioeconomic	status	matters	when	we	are	in	Christ;	all	that	matters	is	that	He	is	
real	and	true	and	lives	in	us	all.	

It	is	not	enough	just	to	know	what	we	should	know;	we	must	do	as	we	are	called	to	do.	We	need	to	not	only	engage	
God’s	Word,	but	also	obey	and	practice	its	precepts.	If	not,	we	are	not	living	as	an	authentic	Christian.	How	do	we	do	
this?	Paul	tells	us	to	put	to	death	our	old	self,	and	not	only	embrace	our	new	lives	in	Christ	but	reside	in	them	as	well.	
We	 are	 to	make	 Christ	 first	 in	 order	 to	 receive	 His	 blessings	 and	 empowerment!	 That	way,	 Jesus	 is	 our	 focus	 and	
attention	rather	than	our	own	agendas.	Then,	we	will	lead	lives	of	distinction,	maturity,	and	character	

There	 is	 no	 reason	 or	 necessary	 function	 for	 an	 authentic	 Christian	 to	 be	 drawn	 to	 sexual	 sin,	 greed,	 rage,	 dirty	
language,	gossip,	slander,	malicious	behaviors,	or	 idolatry	ruling	our	hearts	and	minds.	Such	things	cause	us	to	seek	
other	things	to	be	our	god	and	direction	in	life.	We	may	not	be	able	to	remove	sin	completely,	but	we	can	move	away	
from	 sin	 and	 towards	 our	 Lord.	 We	 can	 throw	 off	 our	 wrong	 desires,	 and	 live	 a	 life	 that	 is	 real,	 impacting,	 and	
triumphant!	Do	not	allow	your	life	to	be	hidden	or	ineffectual.	You	are	so	much	better	than	the	world	says	you	are!	
You	were	dead;	now	you	are	alive	in	Him.	What	more	can	you	possibly	need	or	want?	Christ	is	all	that	matters	and	He	
is	living,	working,	and	guiding	you	as	a	Christian!	

• How	have	you	set	your	focus	upon	Christ?	How	have	you	failed	at	this?	What	does	it	mean	that	Christ	is	Lord	
and	has	raised	you	to	new	life?	How	does	this	motivate	you?	

• How	is	Jesus	Christ	your	real	reality	and	Truth?	What	does	it	mean	to	you	to	trust	 in	Christ?	How	is	He	your	
reality?	

• What	can	you	do	to	put	to	death	sin	and	your	sinful	ways,	such	as	bad	wants	and	needs?	
• How	do	the	sins	listed	in	this	passage	ignore	grace	and	forgiveness,	thereby	hurting	others	and	us?	
• What	do	you	think	God	needs	to	be	doing	in	you?	What	are	you	going	to	do	in	allowing	Him	to	do	so?	
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