
	
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(January	30	–	February	4,	2017)	

		
Monday:		Genesis	37:1-36	
The	topic	of	this	week’s	sermon	was	“Grace	Relations	–	in	the	Home”,	and	so	this	week	we	are	going	to	be	looking	at	
several	Biblical	stories	about	family	relationships.	
	
We	begin	with	a	story	that	is	very	familiar,	even	in	the	secular	world	–	so	much	that	it	even	gave	rise	to	a	Broadway	
musical!		The	story	of	Jacob’s	son	Joseph	and	his	tumultuous	relationship	with	his	eleven	brothers	fascinates	us.		It	is	
an	important	story	in	Israel’s	history	–	attested	by	the	fact	it	takes	the	last	fourteen	chapters	of	the	book	of	Genesis	
to	fully	tell	it.		That’s	about	a	third	of	the	entire	book!	
	
Today’s	story	defines	Joseph’s	relationship	with	his	brothers.		Earlier	in	the	story,	we	have	learned	that	Joseph	was	
the	 firstborn	 son	of	 Rachel,	 the	wife	 Jacob	 truly	 loved	 and	 that	 Rachel	 had	died	 giving	 birth	 to	 Joseph’s	 younger	
brother,	 Benjamin.	 	 Joseph	 is,	 therefore,	 the	 best-loved	of	 Jacob’s	 sons	 (problematic	 at	 the	 outset),	 so	 he	 gets	 a	
beautifully	 ornamented	 robe.	 	 The	 brothers’	 jealousy	 is	 stated	 explicitly.	 	 To	 make	 matters	 worse,	 Joseph	 is	 a	
dreamer.		His	dreams	are	allegories	suggesting	that	someday	his	brothers	and	parents	will	bow	down	to	him.		Joseph	
shares	his	dreams	with	his	family,	and	once	again,	their	jealousy	is	stated	explicitly.		Later,	when	Jacob	sends	Joseph	
to	 check	 on	 his	 brothers	who	 are	 grazing	 sheep	 in	 a	 distant	 land,	 the	 brothers	 plot	 to	 kill	 Joseph.	 	 It	 is	 only	 the	
intervention	of	the	oldest	brother	Reuben	that	prevents	them	from	doing	so.		Judah,	the	third	oldest	brother,	comes	
up	 with	 a	 more	 profitable	 scheme	 –	 selling	 Joseph	 as	 a	 slave	 to	 traveling	 merchants	 –	 and	 the	 other	 brothers	
comply.		Reuben	is	distraught	to	find	Joseph	missing,	but	participates	in	the	cover-up	story.		Joseph’s	beautiful	robe	
is	dipped	 in	blood	and	taken	to	 Jacob	with	a	story	of	how	he	was	attacked	by	wild	animals,	and	Jacob	grieves	his	
beloved	son’s	death.	
	

• Where	all	in	this	story	do	you	see	responsibility	for	the	events	that	come	to	pass?		To	what	extent	is	Jacob	
responsible,	because	of	his	favoritism?		To	what	extent	is	Joseph	responsible,	because	of	his	bragging?		To	
what	extent	are	the	brothers	responsible,	because	of	their	jealousy?		To	what	extent	is	Reuben	responsible,	
for	his	failure	to	fully	protect	Joseph?		To	what	extent	is	Judah	responsible,	for	suggesting	the	sale?		How	do	
each	individual’s	personal	emotions	and	responsibilities	combine	to	result	in	a	tragic	turn	of	events?	

• Who	would	you	say	exhibits	 the	greatest	 signs	of	a	grace-filled	attitude	 in	 the	story?	 	Where	 is	 this	grace	
evident,	and	where	is	it	lacking?	

• Who	do	you	identify	with	in	the	story?		Have	you	participated	in	sibling	rivalry?		Have	you	separated	from	
siblings	such	that	you	are	now	estranged	from	them?		What	part	does	jealousy	play	in	those	relationships?		
Where	do	you	place	responsibility?		Who	has	been	hurt	by	the	estrangement?	

• If	you	read	on	in	Genesis,	you	will	find	that	Joseph	did,	in	fact,	end	up	in	a	position	of	power	over	his	father	
and	 brothers.	 	 And	 yet,	 the	 relationships	 were	 healed	 and	 the	 family	 thrived.	 	 Still,	 Jacob’s	 deathbed	
prophecies	 in	 chapter	 49	 show	 that	 there	were	 ramifications	 to	 their	 actions.	 	 How	might	 broken	 sibling	
relationships	 in	 your	 family	 be	 restored?	 	 What	 ramifications	 lie	 ahead	 because	 of	 these	 broken	
relationships?	

	
Tuesday:		Ruth	1:1-22	
Today’s	story	is	from	later	in	Israel’s	history,	after	the	Exodus	from	Egypt	and	the	entry	into	the	Promised	Land,	but	
before	 there	was	 a	 unified	 kingdom.	 	 This	 period	 of	 time	 is	 known	 as	 the	 time	 of	 the	 “judges”,	 and	much	 of	 its	
history	is	told	in	the	book	of	Judges.		The	book	of	Ruth	is	an	independent	story	set	in	this	time	frame.	
	
The	story	concerns	the	woman	Naomi,	who,	along	with	her	husband	Elimelech	and	her	two	sons	Mahlon	and	Kilion,	
leaves	their	homeland	near	Bethlehem	in	a	time	of	famine	to	see	if	they	can	fare	better	in	the	land	of	Moab,	which	
was	 not	 part	 of	 the	 land	 settled	 by	 the	 twelve	 tribes	 of	 Israel.	 	While	 there,	 Elimelech	 dies,	 but	 the	 sons	marry	
Moabite	women.		Before	they	can	have	children,	though,	each	of	the	sons	dies	as	well,	leaving	Naomi	alone	with	her	
two	 daughters-in-law,	 Orpah	 and	 Ruth.	 	With	 the	 famine	 in	 Bethlehem	 over,	 Naomi	 decides	 to	 head	 home	 and	
encourages	 the	 two	women	 to	 return	 to	 their	 families	of	origin.	 	Neither	wants	 to	go	at	 first,	but	Naomi’s	words	



convince	Orpah	that	she	would,	in	fact,	be	better	off	going	home.		Ruth,	however,	clings	to	Naomi,	who	relents	and	
takes	Ruth	to	Bethlehem	with	her.	
	
Clearly,	 these	three	women,	a	mother	and	her	two	daughters-in-law,	have	formed	a	very	close	relationship	 in	the	
short	time	the	sons	have	been	married.		The	death	of	her	husband	and	sons	has	left	Naomi	an	outsider	all	alone	in	a	
foreign	land,	with	no	one	responsible	for	her	care	as	she	aged.		She	could	go	back	home,	but	to	take	her	daughters-
in-law	along	would	simply	turn	the	tables	on	them	–	they	would	be	the	outsiders,	widowed	and	alone	in	a	foreign	
land	as	 they	aged.	 	 There	 seemed	 to	be	no	good	choices	–	and	 so	Naomi	opted	 for	what	 she	deemed	best.	 	 She	
would	go	home	where	she	might	be	able	 to	be	cared	 for,	even	by	distant	 relations,	while	Ruth	and	Naomi	would	
return	 to	 their	 homes,	 where	 their	 families	 would	 care	 for	 them.	 	 Orpah	 and	 Ruth	 represent	 the	 two	 possible	
outcomes	to	the	situation	–	Orpah	is	the	recipient	of	Naomi’s	grace,	and	we	must	assume	she	is	received	back	at	her	
family	home	warmly.		Naomi,	however,	is	the	recipient	of	Ruth’s	grace,	as	Ruth	refuses	to	allow	Naomi	to	go	home	
alone,	 and	accompanies	her	mother-in-law,	not	 knowing	what	her	 future	might	hold	but	wanting	 to	be	 there	 for	
Naomi	whatever	that	future	was.	
	

• Naomi	 is	at	 the	center	of	 this	story,	as	both	the	giver	and	the	receiver	of	grace.	 	Which	do	you	think	was	
harder	for	her	–	separating	from	Orpah,	or	living	with	the	knowledge	of	what	Ruth	had	probably	sacrificed	in	
order	to	come	with	her?	

• The	story	doesn’t	give	a	lot	of	detail	–	but	what	do	you	think	was	different	about	Orpah	and	Ruth	that	led	
one	to	return	to	her	family	and	one	to	leave	with	Naomi?	

• Was	one’s	 action	 right	 and	 the	 other’s	 action	wrong?	 	How	do	 you	make	decisions,	 especially	within	 the	
family,	when	it	seems	that	every	possibility	will	lead	to	someone’s	heartache?	

• If	you	are	married,	what	is	your	relationship	with	your	in-laws	like?		Do	you	feel	like	you	are	truly	an	integral	
part	of	your	spouse’s	family,	or	do	you	still	feel	like	an	outsider?		Why?	

• The	story	of	Ruth	ends	with	her	finding	true	love,	a	distant	relative	of	Naomi’s	who	makes	his	own	sacrifice	
in	order	to	provide	for	Naomi	and	Ruth.	 	Through	the	words	of	the	townspeople	in	the	story,	the	narrator	
tells	us	that	God	has	provided	for	Naomi	and	Ruth	even	when	circumstances	looked	grim	and	the	future	was	
bleak.		Where	have	you	seen	God’s	blessing	in	the	aftermath	of	difficult	circumstances?	

	
Wednesday:		Proverbs	31:10-31	
The	book	of	Proverbs	ends	with	an	epilogue	concerning	the	perfect	wife.	 	As	we	read	this,	we	do	need	to	keep	in	
mind	that	times	have	changed	significantly	over	the	past	3000	years	…	roles	for	women	are	not	nearly	as	limited	as	
they	once	were.		Even	so,	the	poem	of	“The	Wife	of	Noble	Character”	has	much	to	say	about	marital	relationships	
today,	because	the	virtues	described	are	timeless,	even	if	the	details	of	daily	life	are	not.	
	
How	is	this	woman	described?		She	is	trustworthy	and	does	not	embarrass	her	husband	by	her	actions.		She	is	a	hard	
worker,	 contributing	 to	 the	well-being	of	her	entire	household.	 	 She	 invests	wisely	after	 thoughtful	 consideration	
and	is	never	idle.		She	is	generous	toward	the	needy.		She	makes	sure	her	family	is	warm	in	the	winter	and	clothed	
well	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 year.	 	 She	doesn’t	 fret	 needlessly	 about	 the	 future,	 shares	her	wisdom,	 teaches	others,	 and,	
above	all,	she	“fears	the	Lord”	–	meaning	simply	that	she	acknowledges	God	as	the	source	of	all	her	blessings.	
	
It	 is	 fascinating	 to	 note	 that	 such	 an	 ancient	 poem	actually	 includes	 a	wide	 array	 of	 possibilities	 for	 a	wife!	 	 The	
woman	in	the	poem	finds	fulfillment	in	the	home,	in	the	community,	and	in	a	career,	while	not	limiting	her	to	any	
one	of	these	roles!		What	comes	across	as	important	is	not	any	one	way	of	being	a	wife,	but	a	character	defined	by	
wisdom,	confidence,	charity,	and	faith.	
	

• How	would	you	describe	the	wife	of	Proverbs	31?		Is	she	hopelessly	out	of	touch	with	21st-century	realities,	
or	a	timeless	role	model?	

• Regardless	of	your	answer,	what	qualities	of	the	wife	are	admired	by	the	proverb?		Why	does	the	writer	of	
the	proverb	believe	these	qualities	are	important?		Which	of	these	qualities	do	you	believe	are	critical	to	a	
good	marriage?		Why?	

• Is	the	proverb	a	portrait	of	an	ideal,	or	something	to	realistically	expect?	
• What	might	a	proverb	concerning	“the	husband	of	noble	character”	look	like	today?	



• How	are	the	qualities	of	character	that	the	proverb	is	concerned	with	important	for	both	marriage	partners?		
How	does	the	lack	of	these	qualities	contribute	to	marriage	difficulties?	
	

Thursday:		Song	of	Songs	1:1-2:17	
Many	people	are	surprised,	and	some	are	even	shocked,	that	the	Bible	contains	an	intimate	love	song	like	the	Song	
of	Songs.	 	Others	wonder	how	the	Bible	could	claim	 to	 speak	 to	 the	 fullness	of	 the	human	condition	without	 the	
clear	depiction	of	physical	attraction	between	a	man	and	a	woman	that	the	song	portrays!	
	
The	Song	of	Songs	 is	a	dialogue	between	two	 lovers,	usually	understood	as	either	 the	King	or	a	shepherd	and	his	
new	bride,	with	occasional	interjections	by	their	friends,	as	a	sort	of	Greek	chorus	providing	commentary.		(There	is	
some	debate	whether	the	 language	of	“king”	 is	meant	to	be	understood	 literally	or	metaphorically.)	 	What	comes	
across	clearly	in	the	poem	is	the	sense	of	physical	attraction,	the	pain	and	longing	of	physical	separation,	the	sheer	
joy	of	an	embrace,	and	the	excitement	over	the	mere	prospect	of	being	able	to	be	together.	
	
In	the	history	of	Christianity,	the	Song	of	Songs	came	to	be	read	purely	metaphorically	by	many	theologians,	seeing	
in	 it	 a	 picture	of	God’s	unconditional	 love	 for	us	 and	 the	 joy	we	 should	 feel	 at	God’s	 reaching	out	 to	us	 and	our	
obedient	response	to	God’s	offer	of	salvation.		A	metaphorical	reading	is	certainly	possible	–	in	fact,	throughout	the	
Old	Testament,	God	refers	 to	 Israel	as	His	bride	and	compares	 Israel’s	 turning	 to	worship	 idols	and	other	gods	 to	
adultery.	 	However,	such	a	reading	only	affirms	that	the	relationship	God	wants	with	us	 is	supposed	to	reflect	the	
sheer	joy	of	a	happy	marriage!		And	in	a	happy	marriage,	the	husband	and	wife	long	for	each	other’s	presence,	feel	
pain	when	one	is	absent,	feel	ecstasy	in	each	other’s	embrace,	and	hope	longingly	for	a	lifetime	spent	together!		The	
Song	of	Songs	joyfully	and	unashamedly	professes	that	true,	passionate,	love	between	a	husband	and	wife	is	one	of	
the	greatest	blessings	God	has	given	us.	
	

• What	is	your	personal	reaction	to	the	Song	of	Songs?	
• Have	you	experienced	the	kinds	of	 feelings	the	two	 lovers	 in	the	song	are	experiencing?	 	How	have	those	

experiences	shaped	your	life?	
• If	you	are	married,	do	you	still	have	the	emotional	response	to	your	spouse’s	presence	or	absence	that	you	

once	did?		Why,	or	why	not,	do	you	think?		If	you	grieve	having	lost	this	emotional	response,	how	might	you	
regain	it?	

• Why	do	you	think	a	poem	extolling	the	joys	of	physical	attraction	between	a	man	and	a	woman	was	included	
in	the	Bible?		How	important	is	this	attraction	to	a	healthy	marriage?	

• Assuming	an	allegorical	meaning	to	the	song	…	how	important	is	a	deep	sense	of	desiring	to	be	united	with	
God	to	a	healthy	spiritual	life?	

	
Friday:		Luke	2:21-52	
Other	than	the	birth	stories	 in	Luke	and	Matthew,	today’s	readings	are	the	only	Biblical	 texts	we	have	concerning	
Jesus	before	adulthood.		In	the	first	story,	the	infant	Jesus	is	circumcised	and	then	presented	for	consecration	at	the	
Temple.		While	there,	a	prophet	named	Simeon	and	a	prophetess	named	Anna	both	spoke	of	Jesus’	future	and	His	
relationship	to	the	redemption	of	Israel,	salvation,	and	being	a	Light	to	the	Gentiles.		In	the	second	story,	12-year-old	
Jesus	travels	to	Jerusalem	with	His	parents	to	celebrate	the	Passover.		Rather	than	joining	the	traveling	party	for	the	
return	 home,	 Jesus	 stays	 behind	 in	 the	 Temple,	 without	 His	 parents’	 knowledge,	 studying	 with	 and	 among	 the	
teachers	there.		No	explanation	is	given,	but	apparently,	they	either	thought	Jesus	was	with	other	family	or	friends	
or,	perhaps,	the	men	and	women	traveled	separately	and	Mary	and	Joseph	each	assumed	Jesus	was	with	the	other.		
In	any	case,	when	Jesus	is	discovered	missing,	Mary	and	Joseph	spend	a	frantic	three	days	searching,	and	when	they	
find	Jesus	in	the	Temple,	they	question	Him	concerning	His	behavior.		His	response,	that	they	should	have	known	He	
would	be	“in	my	Father’s	house”	(literally,	“among	the	things	of	my	Father”),	bewilders	Mary	and	Joseph	…	but	the	
text	makes	clear	that	from	that	point	on,	Jesus	was	an	obedient	son	to	Mary	and	Joseph	as	He	grew	up	in	Nazareth.	
	
A	major	point	to	notice	in	both	of	these	stories	is	that	Jesus	grew	up	in	a	faithful	and	obedient	Jewish	family.		Mary	
and	Joseph	followed	the	letter	of	the	law	in	taking	Jesus	for	His	circumcision,	consecration	in	the	Temple,	and	going	
up	to	Jerusalem	for	the	Passover	feasts	as	required	by	the	Jewish	faith.		This	immersion	in	Judaism	led	Jesus	to	an	
intense	curiosity	about	His	faith.		The	story	of	Jesus	staying	in	the	Temple	takes	place	when	Jesus	was	12	years	old	–	



meaning	He	was	at	the	age	where	He	was	about	to	begin	to	be	accountable	to	the	Jewish	law	for	Himself,	the	“bar	
mitzvah”	(which	translates	“son	of	(by	idiom,	accountable	to)	the	commandment”,	which	occurred	at	the	age	of	13).		
Jesus	was	raised	in	a	household	where	the	faith	traditions	were	important,	and	at	12	years	of	age,	Jesus	recognized	
the	step	He	was	about	to	take	and	its	significance	for	the	future.		What	we	tend	to	read	as	disrespect	–	a	12-year-old	
telling	his	mother	“you	should	have	known	where	I	was	even	 if	 I	didn’t	tell	you”	–	 is	meant	to	show	us	that	Jesus	
took	 His	 faith	 education	 so	 seriously	 that	 He	 couldn’t	 get	 enough,	 and	 that	 He	 thought	 His	 parents	 would	 have	
known	that.	 	 It	 is	significant	on	a	metaphorical	 level	as	well	that	Jesus’	first	words	in	Luke’s	Gospel,	 in	response	to	
someone	 searching	 for	 Him,	 are	 “Didn’t	 you	 know	 I	 would	 be	 found	 amidst	 the	 things	 of	 my	 Father?”	 	 The	
implication	 is	 that	parents	who	have	 raised	 their	 children	 in	 the	 faith	 should	expect	 to	 find	 them	 involved	 in	 the	
things	of	God,	as	well.	
	

• What	are	the	faith	traditions	that	Christian	parents	carry	out	with	their	children?	
• How	important	do	you	believe	these	faith	traditions	are	to	a	child’s	spiritual	development?	
• Accepting	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord	and	Savior	is	ultimately	a	personal	decision	each	individual	must	make.		What	

do	you	think	is	the	role	of	parents	in	forming	children	to	make	that	decision	for	themselves?	
• How	do	rituals	such	as	baptism	and	confirmation	contribute	to	faith	development?	
• The	children	at	Living	Word	always	observe	baptisms	and	participate	in	Holy	Communion,	even	if	they	are	at	

Sunday	School	and	not	in	worship	with	their	parents.	 	Why	do	you	think	Living	Word	thinks	it	 is	 important	
for	them	to	be	present	for	these	sacraments?	

• The	four	pillars	of	discipleship	at	Living	Word	are	Worship,	Learn,	Serve,	and	Celebrate.		If	you	have	children,	
do	they	see	you	 immersed	 in	 these	 important	parts	of	Christian	 faith?	 	 If	not,	how	are	they	 learning	their	
importance?		If	you	do	not	have	children,	you	still	have	a	responsibility	as	a	member	of	the	church	for	the	
faith	development	of	 our	 children,	 as	 our	 congregational	 response	 at	 baptism	makes	 clear.	 	How	are	our	
children	learning	the	faith	from	you?	
	

Saturday:		Ephesians	5:21-6:4	
Today’s	 Scripture	 reading	 from	 the	 apostle	 Paul’s	 letter	 to	 the	 church	 in	 Ephesus	 is	 all	 about	 relationships	 in	 the	
family	–	relationships	between	husband	and	wife,	and	relationships	between	children	and	parents.		The	key	verse	is	
the	first	one	–	Ephesians	5:21	–	“Submit	to	one	another	out	of	reverence	for	Christ”.	
	
These	passages	are	often	rejected	today	because	historically	people	have	lifted	Ephesians	5:22	out	of	its	context	in	
the	fullness	of	the	passage	and	used	it	to	justify	all	kinds	of	abuses	by	husbands	in	forcing	their	wives	to	submit	to	
them	in	all	kinds	of	decisions	and	actions,	Christ-like	or	not.		But	the	verse	on	which	this	entire	passage	truly	hinges	
is	 actually	 5:25	 –	 “Husbands,	 love	 your	wives	 just	 as	 Christ	 loved	 the	 church	 and	 gave	 Himself	 up	 for	 her”.	 	 The	
starting	point	 in	 this	 teaching	on	 relationships	 is	 Christ’s	willing	 sacrifice	 for	us	on	 the	 cross.	 	 Jesus	 loved	us	 (the	
church)	so	much,	that	He	was	willing	to	die	in	our	stead	on	the	cross,	literally	giving	Himself	up	to	death	so	that	we	
might	live.		And	Christ	continues	to	feed	and	care	for	each	one	of	us	(the	church),	a	reference	to	Holy	Communion.		
In	 this	 passage,	 Paul	 insists	 that	Christian	husbands	 love	 their	wives	with	 the	 same	 self-sacrificial	 love	 that	Christ	
demonstrated	on	 the	cross,	willingly	giving	 their	 lives	 for	 their	wives	 if	necessary,	and	 that	husbands	provide	and	
care	for	their	wives	just	as	they	provide	and	care	for	their	own	bodies.	
	
But	Paul	begins	the	metaphor	with	the	wife	–	the	church.	 	 If	the	husband	–	Christ	–	had	this	kind	of	self-sacrificial	
nature,	then	the	only	appropriate	response	on	the	part	of	the	wife	–	the	church	–	would	be	to	submissively	accept	
this	self-sacrifice,	and	out	of	love	and	gratitude,	do	what	the	husband	–	Christ	–	asks.		But	the	husband	would	never	
ask	the	wife	to	do	anything	submissively	that	was	outside	of	his	utterly	self-giving	nature!		The	point	Paul	is	making	
is	this	–	both	husbands	and	wives	should	100%	of	the	time	treat	their	spouse	as	if	they	matter	more	to	them	than	
anything	else	 in	 the	universe,	 and	both	husbands	 and	wives	 should	100%	of	 the	 time	expect	 that	 their	 spouse	 is	
going	to	treat	THEM	like	they	matter	more	than	anything	else	 in	the	universe	–	even	dying	for	them	if	necessary.		
When	 that	 kind	 of	mutual	 love	 exists,	 submission	 is	 easy,	 because	we	 never	 have	 to	worry	 about	 submitting	 to	
something	difficult,	because	our	spouse	will	willingly	submit	himself	or	herself	 to	that	difficulty	 first,	 just	as	Christ	
willingly	died	for	our	sins.	Far	from	being	able	to	justify	a	husband’s	abuse,	this	passage	says	that	a	good	husband	
will	take	any	abuse	coming	his	wife’s	way	onto	himself	first,	even	if	it	means	his	own	death.	
	



The	final	verses	from	chapter	6:1-4	show	a	similar	reciprocal	relationship	between	parents	and	children.	 	Children	
are	expected	to	be	obedient	 to	their	parents	…	but	parents	are	supposed	to	educate	and	train	their	children,	not	
exasperate	them!		What	exasperates	a	child?		Usually,	it	is	unreasonable	demands	and	expectations	made	without	
regard	for	a	child’s	own	feelings,	hopes,	and	dreams,	with	an	expectation	of	absolute	obedience	because	“I’m	the	
parent”!		Obedience	as	an	absolute	demand	is	seldom	achieved,	but	obedience	is	a	natural	result	of	raising	children	
in	a	loving,	caring,	and	forgiving	home,	with	Christ’s	self-sacrificial	nature	at	its	center.	
	

• How	have	you	understood	Paul’s	words	about	submission	in	the	past?	
• Look	at	the	headings	of	the	chapter	subdivisions	in	your	Bible.		In	your	Bible,	is	Ephesians	5:21	the	beginning	

of	 a	 new	 section,	 or	 the	 end	 of	 a	 previous	 section?	 	 Understanding	 that	 these	 headings	 are	 editorial	
insertions,	and	NOT	part	of	the	Biblical	text,	how	does	the	editor’s	choice	about	where	to	insert	a	heading	
affect	the	way	a	person	reading	the	Bible	might	read	it?		Does	it	make	a	difference	if	5:21	ends	a	section	or	
begins	a	section?	 	How	might	the	 inferred	meaning	of	today’s	passage	change	 if	we	had	said	to	start	with	
5:22?	

• Why	do	you	think	Paul	uses	the	relationship	between	Christ	and	the	church	as	the	guiding	metaphor	for	the	
relationship	between	a	husband	and	a	wife?		Think	about	Christian	martyrs	through	the	ages	–	people	who	
willingly	gave	their	lives	for	the	cause	of	Christ.		What	does	the	mutuality	between	Christ’s	sacrificial	love	for	
the	martyr	and	the	martyr’s	sacrificial	love	for	Christ	say	about	the	nature	of	that	love?		Who,	then,	should	
lay	down	their	life	for	who	in	a	marital	relationship?		Is	it	ever	a	one-sided	relationship?	

• Are	the	kinds	of	marital	and	parent-child	relationships	described	by	Paul	realistic?		What	is	the	role	of	Jesus	
Christ	in	achieving	them?	
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