
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(January	9-14,	2017)	
	

Monday:	Matthew	4:1-11	
Jesus	 is	 led	out	 into	the	desert	 to	be	tempted	by	Satan	with	the	destiny	of	humanity,	and	creation	 itself	at	stake.	
During	this	time,	Jesus	fasted	and	remained	true	and	loyal	to	who	He	was	and	to	His	mission.	Satan	pulls	out	all	of	
his	efforts	and	abilities	in	a	futile	attempt	to	convince	Jesus	to	renounce	God	and	serve	him.	Satan’s	argument	was	
in	essence,	if	Jesus	would	serve	him,	Jesus	would	receive	greater	honor	and	receive	it	faster,	so	He	would	be	able	to	
accomplish	 His	mission	 all	 the	 better.	 The	 problem	 is	 that	 Jesus	was	 already	 fully	 God,	 so,	 He	 already	 had	 total	
sovereignty,	glory,	and	control.	Satan	based	his	attack	on	what	he	thought	would	be	Jesus'	greatest	weakness,	His	
humanity.	However,	Satan	failed,	as	Jesus,	using	His	humanity	and	not	His	divinity	as	identification	and	model	for	us,	
defeated	Satan's	attack	through	Scripture,	the	Spirit,	prayer,	and	obedience.	
	
For	us	today,	we	can	learn	from	Jesus	that	we	can	trust	and	rely	on	God.	Material	things	will	not	ultimately	satisfy	
us.	The	problem	is,	quite	often	they	do	satisfy	us	for	awhile,	so	we	believe	Satan’s	lies.	But	ultimately	the	things	of	
the	world	 cannot	 nourish	 us	 and	 feed	 us.		 True	 spiritual	 nourishment	 comes	 from	God's	Word	 and	 our	 spiritual	
growth	through	worship,	service,	 learning	and	celebrating.	When	we	abuse	the	Bible,	we	are	behaving	 like	Satan!	
When	we	use	it	well,	we	are	modeling	Christ	(2	Peter	3:16).	Satan	does	not	tempt	us	just	to	get	us	into	trouble	or	to	
do	wrong,	but	to	distract	us	from	God.	Satan	seeks	to	get	us	to	lose	what	God	has	given	or	has	to	offer.	In	so	doing,	
we	 are	 of	 no	 use	 to	 God,	 because	 we	 have	 bought	 the	 lie.	 Our	 outlook	 has	 gone	 from	 truth	 to	 fiction,	 from	
betterment	for	others	and	ourselves	to	causing	harm!	The	way	to	spiritual	maturity	and	the	glory	of	our	reward	is	
not	 in	 finding	shortcuts,	but	 in	 trusting	God	and	allowing	God	to	help	us	 to	overcome	adversities.	 It	 is	a	 long	and	
difficult	process.	
	
•		Have	you	ever	been	hammered	by	Satan	and/or	temptations?	If	so,	how	did	you	handle	them?	
•		What	were	or	are	some	of	the	biggest	temptations	that	you	have	struggled	with?	
•		Satan	tried	all	of	his	efforts	and	abilities	to	convince	Jesus	to	serve	him.	What	lies	might	Satan	tell	you	in	order	to	
get	you	to	serve	him?	
•			Satan	will	attack	us,	which	we	should	expect!	Why	would	some	Christians	believe	they	should	never	have	to	face	
persecution	or	hardships	
•			Read	James	1:12-15.	How	does	this	verse	tie	into	this	lesson	and	your	life?	
	
Tuesday:	James	1:5-8	
James	is	addressing	Christians	who	are	relying	on	themselves	and	not	really	wholeheartedly	seeking	after	God.	He	
implores	 us	 to	 ask	 God	 for	 wisdom	 because	 we	 are	 empty.	 If	 we	 do	 not	 seek	 wisdom,	 but	 remain	 in	 our	 own	
thinking,	we	will	be	un-tethered	like	a	small	boat	without	an	anchor	in	a	storm,	tossed	and	tumbled	in	the	waves	of	
stress	and	life.	We	will	literally	be	unstable	mentally,	relationally,	and	spiritually	without	our	Lord's	direction!	We,	as	
Christians,	 need	 wisdom,	 we	 need	 spiritual	 discernment	 to	 take	 us	 through	 all	 of	 the	 avenues	 of	 life,	 especially	
through	the	hard	times	of	stress	and	suffering.	If	we	do	not	seek	wisdom,	we	will	never	learn	from	our	mistakes	and	
experiences.	If	we	do	not	seek	discernment,	we	will	never	grow	and,	in	fact,	we	just	may	keep	repeating	the	same	
mistakes	over	and	over.	How	sad	it	would	be	to	go	through	a	tough	time	and	not	get	anything	out	of	it!	It	would	just	
be	a	waste,	an	empty	experience	void	of	meaning	or	benefit	 to	us,	or	others	around	us.	Without	wisdom,	we	will	
neither	learn	the	precepts	of	God,	we	will	never	know	God’s	direction	for	our	lives.		
	
Disappointments	are	the	collision	between	our	expectations	and	experiences	while	ignoring	the	signposts	of	God's	
promises.	 Our	 expectations	 will	 collide	 with	 our	 experiences	 and	 then	 create	 a	 wrecked	 life	 of	 self-pity	 and	
resentment.	Or,	by	turning	to	God	they	can	lead	to	a	triumphant	life.	The	choice	is	ours	and	the	key	is	where	we	look	
for	 our	 hope!	 This	 is	 about	 our	 circumstances	 and	 how	 we	 look	 at	 our	 Lord.	 How	 we	 see	 adversity	 and	 His	
sovereignty	will	totally	affect	how	we	learn	and	deal	with	 it.	Unanchored	stress	and	disappointments	along	with	a	
detachment	from	looking	to	God,	will	take	us	away	from	seeing	God’s	signposts	of	precepts.	We	cannot	just	expect	
God	to	get	us	through	without	any	effort	on	our	part.	To	grow,	we	have	to	struggle	and	work	it	out.	It	is	the	struggle	
that	 helps	 us;	 it	 is	 what	 builds	 us	 and	 forms	 us.	 Without	 it,	 there	 is	 no	 growth	 or	 real	 impacting	 faith,	 honest	
character,	genuine	patience,	or	maturity.	When	we	do	not	rely	on	God,	we	are,	in	fact,	not	doing	a	good	thing---we	
are	in	essence	usurping	God’s	place!			The	key	is	to	learn	to	take	your	life	and	your	surroundings	as	they	are	and	then	



strive	 to	 build	 them	 to	what	 they	 can	 be	 for	God’s	 glory,	 not	 just	 as	 you	wanted	 it.	 If	 our	 hearts	 and	minds	 are	
divided	between	seeking	God	or	seeking	ourselves,	we	will	become	double-minded	and	unstable.	We	will	become	
spiritually	 and	 emotionally	 unstable	 and	 thus	 sink	 in	 the	waves	 of	 stress	 and	 life!	We	will	 literally	 be	 torn	 apart	
spiritually	and	physically	by	our	stress	and	worry	because	we	have	not	yielded	to	Him.	Let	go	and	let	God;	allow	your	
wholehearted	devotion	to	be	on	Christ	and	not	on	yourself.		God	will	not	make	your	decisions	for	you;	you	need	to	
seek	God’s	precepts	and	distill	what	is	best	for	value's	and	character's	sake;	then,	God	will	enable	us	to	form	it	and	
grow.	
	
By	turning	to	God,	the	Holy	Spirit	will	give	us	the	discernment	to	know	if	we	are	going	in	the	wrong	direction;	the	
Holy	Spirit	will	let	us	know	what	God	wants	us	to	do	next.	To	know	God’s	will	for	us,	we	need	to	turn	to	God.		When	
we	do	that,	the	 impossible	becomes	the	possible	 in	Christ.	God	will	not	make	your	decisions	for	you;	you	need	to	
seek	God’s	will	and	allow	the	Holy	Spirit	to	show	you	the	way.		
	
•			Why	do	Christians	 need	 the	wisdom	 to	 take	us	 through	 the	 avenues	of	 life?	What	 happens	 if	we	do	not	 seek	
wisdom?		
•			How	would	you	define	wisdom?	
•			How	do	you	make	decisions?	How	can	this	passage	help	you	to	make	decisions	that	are	in	line	with	God’s	will?	
	
Wednesday:	Matthew	3:13–17	
When	Jesus	came	to	John	to	be	baptized,	John	was	horrified	and	unwilling	to	baptize	Him.	It	was	John’s	conviction	
that	it	was	he	who	needed	what	Jesus	could	give,	not	Jesus	who	needed	what	he	could	give.		This	has	always	been	a	
difficult	event	for	us	to	understand.		It	will	help	us	when	we	understand	that	John	was	not	doing	Christian	baptisms;	
he	 was	 doing	 Jewish	 baptisms.	 Jewish	 baptism	 was	 a	 summons	 to	 repentance	 and	 the	 offer	 of	 a	 way	 to	 the	
forgiveness	of	sins.	But,	 if	 Jesus	 is	who	we	believe	Him	to	be,	He	did	not	stand	in	need	of	repentance	and	did	not	
need	forgiveness	 from	God.	 John’s	baptism	was	 for	sinners	conscious	of	 their	sin,	and	therefore	 it	does	not	seem	
applicable	to	Jesus	at	all.	
	
But	there	are	very	good	reasons	why	Jesus	did	this.	For	thirty	years	Jesus	had	waited	in	Nazareth.		Almost	certainly	
Joseph	had	died	early,	leaving	Jesus	to	be	the	household’s	breadwinner.		Jesus	needed	to	stay	at	home	and	provide	
for	 His	 family	 until	 His	 siblings	were	 old	 enough	 to	 fend	 for	 themselves.	 All	 the	 time	He	 knew	 that	 a	world	was	
waiting	for	Him,	but	Jesus	was	waiting	for	a	sign	from	the	Father	to	begin.	When	John	began	his	ministry,	Jesus	knew	
that	 the	 time	had	arrived	 for	Him	 to	begin	His.	Although	 Jesus	never	 sinned,	He	did	not	need	 to	be	baptized;	He	
chose	to	do	so	for	in	His	baptism	He	identified	himself	with	humankind---He	identified	himself	with	our	sin,	although	
He	knew	no	sin---so	that	He	could	die	for	our	sin.			
	
The	voice	which	Jesus	heard	at	the	baptism	is	of	supreme	importance.	“This	is	my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	
pleased.”	That	sentence	 is	composed	of	 two	quotations.	“This	 is	my	beloved	Son,”	 is	a	quotation	 from	Psalm	2:7.	
Every	 Jew	accepted	 that	Psalm	as	a	description	of	 the	Messiah,	 the	mighty	King	of	God	who	was	 to	come.	 “With	
whom	 I	 am	 well	 pleased”	 is	 a	 quotation	 from	 Isaiah	 42:1,	 which	 is	 a	 description	 of	 the	 Suffering	 Servant,	 a	
description	which	culminates	in	Isaiah	53.		So	in	the	baptism,	God	announced	that	Jesus	was	indeed	the	chosen	One	
of	God,	the	long-awaited	Messiah,	the	Savior	of	the	world,	and	that	to	save	the	world,	Jesus	must	take	on	our	sins.	
The	voice	was	also	a	great	affirmation	for	Jesus.		As	He	began	His	ministry,	He	wanted	to	make	certain	that	He	was	
doing	exactly	what	the	Father	wanted.	For	us	today,	we	can	receive	forgiveness	of	our	sins	because	of	Jesus,	as	a	
human	became	fully	one	with	us,	and	because	He	was	also	fully	God.		He	is	able	to	take	our	sins	from	us,	bleed	them	
out	on	the	cross	and	rise	again,	giving	us	new	life.	We	can	see	Christ's	attitude	and	willingness	to	conform	to	God's	
will	even	with	the	looming	consequences	that	were	to	come.	Thus,	we	receive	Christ’s	righteousness	by	what	He	has	
done	and	can	live	with	the	motivation	and	guidance	He	has	to	offer	us	as	Lord.	
		
•			Why	do	you	think	John	chose	the	location	for	his	preaching	and	baptizing?	
•				If	you	were	John	how	would	you	have	handled	Jesus’	request,	considering	you	were	baptizing	for	repentance	and	
He	was	free	of	sin?	
•				Why	did	Jesus	submit	to	John's	Baptism?	
•				What	was	the	significance	of	the	testimony	of	the	Trinity?	



•				What	role	do	you	believe	the	Spirit	has	in	you?	
•				What	do	Jesus	servant	hood,	obedience,	and	identification	mean	to	you	and	your	faith?	
	
Thursday:	Colossian	2:11-15	
When	we	come	to	Christ,	we	are	 identified	 in	Christ	and	by	Christ,	circumcised,	and	baptized,	so	our	sinful	nature	
becomes	 less	 and	 Christ	 becomes	more.	 This	 is	 not	 about	 a	 physical	 procedure	 or	 ritual;	 rather	 a	 spiritual,	 God-
centered	and	God-led	endeavor.	We	are	spiritually	circumcised	in	Christ.	This	means	our	sinful	nature	is	cut	off	and	
removed	 in	 God's	 eyes	 and	 we	 are	 set	 free.	 As	 Christ	 lived,	 died,	 and	 was	 raised	 from	 the	 dead,	 we	 are	 also	
symbolically	buried	and	we	rise	to	have	new	life	and	freedom	imparted	to	us.	We	are	in	Christ,	to	be	raised	in	Him	
because	 we	 have	 faith	 in	 Him.	 However,	 it	 is	 important	 to	 understand	 that	 faith	 is	 not	 simply	 a	 cognitive	
acquiescence	 to	 the	 truth	 of	 Christ,	 real	 faith	 always	 manifests	 itself	 in	 action.	 We	 are	 alive	 in	 Christ;	 God	 has	
forgiven	our	sins,	removed	them	from	us,	paid	our	debt	for	us,	and	we	are	now	released	from	our	legal	demands	of	
the	Law	by	our	reconciliation	in	Christ.	Thus,	we	must	continue	our	growth	in	Christ	as	each	day,	by	the	power	of	the	
Holy	 Spirit,	 we	 die	 more	 to	 self	 and	 live	 more	 to	 Christ.	 Because	 of	 Jesus	 triumphant	 over	 sin,	 He	 bears	 the	
consequences	of	our	sin;	and	He	destroys	the	power	of	evil	over	us	(we	can	still	choose	to	submit	to	evil,	but	we	are	
no	longer	slaves	to	evil).	We	now	have	victory	by	the	cross	of	Christ!	
	
Paul	 is	 seeking	 to	 unlock	 some	 critical	 doctrines	 of	 the	 faith	 that	 often	 get	 confused	 and	 skewed.	 The	 Colossae	
church	 was	 adding	 Jewish	 legalism,	 mixing	 it	 with	 Greek	 philosophy,	 and	 thus	 demanding	 that	 people	 have	 a	
legalistic	circumcision	in	order	to	become	a	Christian.	Circumcision	is	not	wrong,	but	seeing	it	as	a	condition	of	our	
faith	 is	wrong	because	 it	becomes	a	power	of	the	flesh	and	not	Holy	Spirit.	Paul	set	out	to	show	that	we	need	no	
outward	sign	to	have	grace	and	faith.	The	only	true	sign	will	be	the	fruit	we	produce	(Galatians	5:22-23).	Paul	was	
not	saying	that	either	this	or	baptism	were	wrong,	but	because	we	have	already	been	delivered	from	the	"tomb"	of	
sin	and	depravity,	why	seek	to	add	to	His	grace?	Paul's	point	was	that	it	is	wrong	to	demand	we	have	power	in	the	
flesh	and	say	we	must	add	it	to	our	faith	as	the	sign	of	being	a	Christian.		
	
Baptism	 symbolizes	 our	 identification	 with	 the	 sign	 and	 seal	 of	 the	 salvation	 we	 received	 from	 Christ	 and	 also	
represents	Christ's	death,	burial,	and	resurrection.	This	means	our	covenant	relationship	with	God	is	declared	by	our	
outward	sign	of	the	public	profession	of	our	faith.	It	is	not	the	act	of	baptism	itself	that	signifies	or	saves;	rather,	it	is	
the	presence	of	Christ	in	the	Holy	Spirit	that	comes	with	baptism.	
				
•				What	does	"spiritually-circumcised"	or	Baptism	mean	to	you?	What	should	it	mean?		
•				How	has	your	life	been	buried	and	raised	to	have	new	life	and	freedom	imparted	to	you?	
•				What	does	being	 identified	 in	Christ	mean	to	you?	What	happens	when	you	are	not?	How	does	having	a	trust	
relationship	with	Christ	give	you	a	full	and	purposeful	life?	
•				What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	you	have	been	forgiven,	your	sins	are	canceled,	and	your	debt	has	been	released	
so	that	you	are	reconciled	to	Christ?	
•			Why	 should	 you	 continue	 your	 growth	 in	 Christ?	 How	 does	 the	 fact	 that	 Christ	 nailed	 your	 sins	 to	 the	 cross	
motivate	you?	
	
Friday:	John	4:1-24	
Jesus	says	the	kind	of	worshippers	who	are	pleasing	to	God	are	those	who	worship	 in	spirit	and	 in	truth.	This	 is	a	
worship	of	Jesus	as	the	Way,	Truth,	and	Life,	the	one	who	has	come	to	give	us	true	communion	with	God.	This	is	not	
based	 on	 location	 or	 liturgy	 or	 externals	 and	 formalities;	 rather,	 it	 is	 recognizing	 Christ	 our	 Savior	 and	 Lord	with	
proper	attitudes	and	motives.	This	is	a	transformational	call	to	true	worship,	to	honor	God	with	our	grateful	hearts	
for	giving	us	unearned	and	unmerited	grace,	love,	forgiveness,	and	salvation.	In	true	worship,	the	Holy	Spirit	enters	
us,	nourishes,	 invigorates	and	empowers	us	to	deal	with	 life	here	and	now.	God’s	qualities	and	character	become	
real	in	us,	and	this	empowerment	gives	us	salvation	and	builds	our	maturity	so	we	can	have	joy	and	contentment,	
purpose	and	meaning.	It	allows	us	to	know	we	are	deeply	loved	and	makes	us	able	to	replicate	that	love	to	others.	In	
that	way,	we	can	worship	God	in	power	and	adoration,	to	a	deeper	level	than	we	could	do	without	the	Spirit.		
	
Most	people	do	not	understand	the	purpose	of	worship;	so	they	come	to	worship	with	various	expectations.		Some	
go	to	church	out	of	a	sense	of	obligation,	as	if	going	to	worship	will	keep	God	off	your	back	for	the	week.	Some	go	to	



church	for	what	they	can	get.	Some	people	check	out	the	internet	to	see	who's	playing	where	on	a	given	Sunday	and	
go	for	what	will	appeal	to	them	or	"bless"	them.	Well,	if	you	go	to	church	just	for	what	you	can	get	out	of	the	music,	
or	what	 you	 can	 get	 out	 of	 the	 sermon,	 or	 just	 to	 get	 blessed	 than	 you've	missed	 the	 point.	 The	music	 and	 the	
sermon	aren't	ends	in	themselves,	they	are	simply	means	to	an	end---they	are	a	way	of	directing	your	true	worship	
to	God.	And	if	you	have	any	thought	less	than	that,	you've	missed	the	point!	
	
We	go	to	church	to	worship	God,	and	that's	done	by	giving,	not	getting.	We	go	to	offer	something	to	God,	not	to	
receive	from	God.	Here	is	one	of	the	great	paradoxes	of	the	Christian	faith:	if	we	offer	true	worship	to	God	we	will	
be	blessed,	but	if	we	go	to	worship	in	order	to	be	blessed	than	we	won’t	be.	The	highest	reward	never	comes	to	the	
one	who	is	seeking	it.	If	a	person	is	always	seeking	reward,	always	seeking	what	she	gets	out	of	something,	then	she	
will,	in	fact,	miss	the	reward	for	which	she	is	seeking.	And	she	will	miss	it	because	she	is	looking	at	God	and	looking	
at	life	in	the	wrong	way.	There	is	a	blessing	in	giving,	not	seeking	to	receive.		The	Bible	says:	“You	should	remember	
the	words	of	the	Lord	Jesus:	‘It	is	more	blessed	to	give	than	to	receive.’	(Acts	20:35b)	So,	worship	is	giving	to	God,	
not	getting.	
	
•			Do	you	worship	God	with	all	of	your	heart	and	soul?		
•			What	are	you	thinking	about	during	worship?	
•			How	can	discernment	come	about	through	true	worship?	
•			Is	worship	a	priority	to	you?	Do	you	build	your	schedule	around	worship,	or	try	to	fit	it	in?	
•			Is	worship	a	time	to	honor	God,	or	please	yourself?	
	
Saturday:	Hebrews	1:3-4	
God	has	appointed	(the	word	could	also	be	translated	destined)	Christ	as	heir	of	all	things	and	He	is	the	radiance	of	
God's	 glory	 and	 the	 exact	 representation	 of	God's	 being.	 The	writer	 of	 Hebrews	 powerfully	 caught	 the	 idea	 that	
Jesus	was	the	very	Light	of	God	made	incarnate.	It	is	Jesus	who	illuminates	the	glory	of	God	and	enables	us	to	see	
God’s	glory.	Christ	 is	also	"the	exact	representation	of	God's	being."	The	New	Testament	often	described	Jesus	as	
the	 image	 of	 God,	 but	 Hebrews	 goes	 further	 and	 describes	 Jesus	 as	 God's	 exact	 representation.		 The	 author	
continues,	"Christ	sustains	all	 things	by	His	powerful	Word."	The	Greek	verb	 literally	states	that	Christ	"carries"	or	
"bears"	all	 things.		God	 is	 the	creator	and	sustainer	of	 the	universe,	but	 the	author	has	 just	described	Christ	with	
those	very	terms.	Not	only	was	Christ	present	at	the	beginning,	speaking	the	worlds	 into	existence;	He	also	keeps	
those	same	worlds	going	with	His	powerful	Word.	Should	Christ	ever	fail	 to	speak	that	sustaining	Word	the	world	
would	fall	apart.	Only	God	can	speak	and	the	world	comes	 into	existence.	Only	God	 in	Christ	can	speak	the	Word	
that	keeps	the	world	in	its	place	and	working	according	to	the	divine	plan.	
	
Verse	3	has	one	more	statement	to	make	about	Christ.	"When	He	had	cleansed	us	from	our	sins,	He	sat	down	in	the	
place	 of	 honor	 at	 the	 right	 hand	of	 the	majestic	God	 in	 heaven.”	 This	 is	 a	 hint	 of	 things	 to	 come	 in	 the	 book	 of	
Hebrews.	Not	only	is	the	death	of	Christ	a	central	concept,	but	understanding	it	in	sacrificial	language	is	also	typical	
in	Hebrews.	In	the	Old	Testament	purification	of	sins	was	accomplished	only	by	the	blood	of	the	sacrificial	animal.	
The	contrast	with	the	preceding	phrases	is	 incredible.	Christ	the	heir	of	all	things,	the	creator	and	sustainer	of	the	
universe	speaks	of	the	pre-existent,	eternal	role	of	Christ	in	heaven.	Making	purification	for	sins	by	dying	on	a	cross	
plummets	from	heaven	to	the	lowest	role	that	can	be	imagined	on	earth,	the	sacrificial	lamb.	The	creator	Christ	was	
executed	by	His	creation	so	that	He	could	save	His	creation	though	they	had	no	idea	that	saving	result	would	come	
from	 their	 greatest	 sin.	 But	 as	 quickly	 as	 the	 humiliation	 of	 Christ	 from	 heaven	 to	 earth	 was	 described,	 so	
immediately	the	exaltation	back	to	heaven	is	mentioned,	He	sat	down	on	the	right	hand	of	the	divine	Majesty.		
	
•		What	does	it	mean	that	Jesus	Christ	is	not	just	the	Creator	of	all	things,	but	the	Redeemer	and	Sustainer	as	well?	
•		What	does	the	imagery	of	sitting	down	at	the	right	side	of	the	Father	signify?	
•		What	does	it	mean	that	Jesus	is	the	exact	representation	of	God’s	being?	
•			How	can	there	be	a	fuller	revelation	of	God	than	Christ?	
•			If	Christ	is	the	exact	representation	of	God,	how	does	this	help	us	discern	God’s	will	for	our	lives?	
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