
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(March	20-25,	2017)	
	
Revealed:	I	am	the	True	Vine	(John	15:1-8)	
Christians	love	talking	about	fruit.	When	we	evaluate	people	for	ministry,	we	ask	if	those	persons	are	bearing	good	
fruit.	 When	 we	 look	 at	 ministries	 or	 missions	 –	 are	 they	 bearing	 good	 fruit?		 This	 passage	 reminds	 us	 that	 no	
person,	ministry,	or	mission	is	capable	of	bearing	good	fruit	if	it	is	not	connected	to	the	good	vine.	As	Christians,	we	
find	the	source	of	our	being	in	God	through	the	person	of	Jesus.		We	are	strengthened	by	our	connection	to	Jesus	
and	 the	 truth	 of	 the	 Gospels	 and	 when	 we	 disconnect	 from	 that	 truth,	 that	 relationship,	 we	 find	 ourselves	
struggling	to	grow	and	thrive.	
		
Monday:	Micah	4:4,	1	Kings	4:25,	and	Zechariah	3:10	
Vines	 and	 fig	 trees!	 Sitting	 under	 your	 own	 vine	 and	 your	 own	 fig	 tree	 is	 not	 a	 common	 form	 of	 ancient	
entertainment	 –	 it	 is	 symbolic	 of	 the	 way	 things	 should	 be,	 where	 everyone	 is	 equally	 blessed	 and	 capable	 of	
sustaining	themselves.	These	three	passages	are	excellent	examples	of	how	the	Hebrew	people	understood	their	
faith	as	inseparable	from	the	land.	When	Jesus	says	“I	am	the	true	vine”	those	listening	would	have	understood	the	
symbolism	–	and	His	fellow	Jews	would	have	understood	the	scriptural	references.		
		
Questions:	

1.) Today	it	 is	much	easier	to	ignore	our	land.	Fewer	people	farm	–	most	people	get	their	food	from	a	store.	
How	does	our	relationship	to	the	land	affect	the	way	we	view	scripture?	

2.) Are	biblical	metaphors	still	relevant?	Why/Why	not?	
3.) Vines	and	figs	provided	sustenance	–	what	else	did	they	provide?	

		
Tuesday:	John	15:9-11	
Vines	produce	fruit.	This	is	a	simple	statement	that	most	people	grasp	but	it	is	important	to	our	understanding	of	
Jesus	as	 the	 true	vine.	When	you	 see	a	 vine	 that	does	not	produce	 fruit,	 it	 is	not	only	unhelpful	but	wastes	 the	
energy	of	the	person	taking	care	of	it.	Jesus	tells	everyone	that	He	is	the	true	vine	but	He	doesn’t	stop	there.	Jesus	
talks	 about	 bearing	 fruit	 and	 continues	 by	 discussing	 the	 role	 of	 love.	 Verse	 10	 says,	 “If	 you	 keep	 My	
commandments,	 you	will	 abide	 in	My	 love…”	which	 suggests	 that	 to	be	 in	 a	 relationship	with	 Jesus	we	need	 to	
follow	Christ’s	commandments.	Jesus	is	saying	this	to	show	us	that	to	bear	good	fruit	we	must	stay	connected	to	
the	vine	–	and	we	stay	connected	to	the	vine	by	following	Christ’s	commandments.		
		

1.) Vines	 that	didn’t	 produce	 fruit	were	pruned	and	 thrown	out.	Why	do	 you	 think	 Jesus	used	 such	a	blunt	
metaphor?	

2.) Verse	11	uses	the	word	joy	–	How	do	you	understand	joy?	How	would	you	explain	this	passage?	
3.) Why	do	you	think	Jesus	uses	the	metaphor	of	the	vine	and	follows	it	up	with	a	conversation	about	love	and	

joy?		
4.) Look	 at	 both	 of	 these	 readings	 together:	 read	 John	 15:1-11.	 Does	 it	 make	 more	 sense	 reading	 them	

together?	–	did	you	notice	anything	different	reading	them	together	rather	than	separate?	
		
Wednesday:	John	15:12-17	
This	passage	seems	to	continue	the	conversation	from	last	week.		Verse	12:	“This	 is	my	commandment,	that	you	
love	one	another,	just	as	I	have	loved	you.”	It	would	seem	that	love	is	what	binds	us	to	one	another	and	allows	us	
to	grow.	Love	allows	us	to	transition	from	follower	to	friend.	If	we	bear	fruit	because	we	are	connected	to	the	vine	
(Jesus)	then	love	seems	to	be	what	allows	the	vine	to	grow	–	love	has	momentum.		
		

1.) Why	do	you	think	Jesus	uses	commandment	language?	
2.) Jesus	 talks	 about	 fruit	 again	 and	 talks	 about	 the	 fruit	 remaining.	At	 times,	we	often	 consider	 fruit	 being	

beneficial	in	the	moment	but	how	does	fruit	impact	the	future?		
3.) Where	have	you	seen	spiritual	fruit	go	to	seed	and	produce	more	fruit?	



	
Thursday:	John	15:18-27	
Have	you	ever	seen	a	large	vine?	I	have	seen	a	vine	that	was	so	long	I	couldn’t	find	the	start	of	it.	I	have	had	fights	
with	vines	that	have	come	into	my	yard	through	a	fence	and	although	I	pull	it	out	–	it	just	returns.	Jesus	understood	
that	those	connected	to	Him	would	encounter	push	back	and	persecution.	Vines	do	not	grow	in	a	straight	line,	they	
are	not	neat,	they	are	not	subtle.	Vines	have	the	ability	to	take	over	and	grow	through	or	around	other	plants.	 If	
you	do	not	know	the	source	of	a	vine	–	it	may	seem	threating.	Jesus	lets	us	know	that	those	who	do	not	know	Jesus	
may	be	resistant	and	even	aggressive	to	the	community	of	faith.	
		

1.) What	does	this	passage	mean	for	the	church	today?	
2.) Should	we	be	more	aware	and	or	more	sensitive	to	how	and	where	we	grow?	
3.) We	use	a	 trellis	 so	our	 grape	 vines	won’t	 grow	wildly	 –	how	do	 you	 think	we	 can	help	 the	 church	 grow	

healthily?	Should	we	try	to	manage	the	church	or	should	we	let	it	grow	wild?	
		
Friday:	John	7:37-39	
Everything	 that	 grows	 needs	 water.	 Here	 we	 see	 Jesus	 once	 again	 speaking	 to	 an	 audience	 that	 could	 not	
understand	 water	 as	 anything	 but	 life	 itself.	 People	 fought	 for	 water	 –	 they	 made	 wells	 that	 sustained	 entire	
regions.	Water	has	and	always	will	be	a	necessity	for	life.	Because	water	would	have	been	such	a	valuable	resource	
we	see	once	again	Jesus	using	people’s	connection	to	the	land	as	a	metaphor.	Living	water	references	water	that	is	
moving,	like	a	river	or	stream,	which	would	have	been	extremely	valuable.	When	water	supplies	are	limited,	having	
a	source	of	constant	water	is	invaluable.	Look	at	the	kingdom	that	Egypt	was	able	to	create	 largely	because	of	its	
connection	to	the	Nile.	Jesus	is	saying	that	the	Spirit	(presence	of	God)	doesn’t	just	sustain	life	but	encourages	life.		
		

1.) Have	you	ever	been	truly	thirsty?	How	well	did	you	function?	
2.) What	does	it	mean	to	be	spiritually	thirsty?	
3.) How	have	you	seen	the	Spirit	at	work?	

		
	Saturday:	Revelation	21:6-7	
I	have	tried	to	focus	on	biblical	imagery	this	week	and	this	passage	from	Revelation	is	perfect.		Jesus	said	I	am	the	
true	 vine.	 He	 talked	 about	 the	 Spirit	 being	 like	 living	 water.	 In	 this	 passage,	 we	 see	 one	 of	 the	 most	 iconic	
statements	in	the	Bible	“I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,	the	beginning	and	the	end	I	will	give	to	the	one	who	thirsts	
from	the	spring	of	the	water	of	life	without	cost.	He	who	overcomes	will	inherit	these	things,	and	I	will	be	his	God	
and	he	will	be	My	son.”	
		
The	 book	 of	 Revelation	was	 written	 during	 a	 time	when	 the	 community	 of	 faith	 was	 being	 persecuted.	 People	
needed	hope.	And	in	these	words,	we	find	a	reaffirmation	of	all	the	metaphors	Jesus	uses	to	describe	Himself	and	
the	Spirit.	Jesus	is	the	beginning	and	the	end	–	He	planted	the	vine	and	He	will	be	there	when	it's	fully	grown.	He	
waters	the	vine	freely	and	helps	it	to	grow	and	those	who	choose	to	be	a	part	of	the	vine	will	inherit	the	Kingdom	
of	God.			
		
Questions:	

1.) Are	there	any	metaphors	/	biblical	imagery	that	help	you	understand	God	better?	
2.) The	Kingdom	(Kingdom	of	God),	everyone	under	their	own	vine	and	fig	tree,	 inheritance…	what	do	these	

statements	mean	to	you?	What	do	they	look	like	today?	
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