
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(March	27-	April	1,	2017)	

	
Monday:	John	14:1-14	
Jesus	is	facing	betrayal.	He	turns	to	His	disciples	to	comfort	them	and	says;	“Do	not	be	afraid	or	troubled!	Trust	in	
God;	trust	in	Me.”		He	then	gives	them	a	picture	of	hope	by	showing	them	a	glimpse	of	what	heaven	will	be	like.	
In	 heaven	 there	will	 be	many	 rooms	 in	 the	 Father's	 home,	 one	made	 up	 especially	 for	 each	 of	 us!	 Jesus	will	
prepare	it	personally	and	at	the	right	time,	will	come	and	get	us	so	that	we	will	always	be	with	Him.	Jesus	then	
assures	us	that	we	will	know	all	about	it	and	how	to	get	there.	But,	Thomas	jumps	in	and	says	no	Lord;	we	do	not	
know	how	or	where	to	go!	Jesus	comforts	him	with	this	startling	revelation,	“I	am	the	Way,	I	am	the	Truth,	and	I	
am	the	Life!	No	one	can	come	to	the	Father	except	through	Me!”	Then	Philip	asks	Jesus	to	show	them	the	Father,	
still	not	quite	getting	it.	Jesus	responds,	“You	do	not	know	Who	I	am	after	all	this	time?	If	you	have	seen	Me,	then	
you	have	seen	the	Father!	So,	why	do	you	ask?	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	 is	 in	Me	and	lives	and	works	
through	Me.	All	you	have	to	do	is	believe	in	Me	because	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	Me.	The	Truth	is,	
anyone	who	believes	in	Me	will	carry	on	My	work	and	even	on	a	greater	scale	because	I	will	be	with	the	Father	
helping	you.	You	can	ask	anything	of	Me	in	My	Name	and	I	will	provide	for	you	in	this	great	work;	ask	in	My	name	
for	radical	faith	and	I	will	give	it!”	
	
This	passage	starts	what	is	called	Jesus'	"Farewell	Discourse"	where	He	gives	His	most	passionate	and	important	
instructions	to	His	disciples	and	us.	Here,	Jesus	is	not	consumed	with	His	own	coming	agony	but	rather	turns	His	
attention	to	His	disciples	and	their	needs.	He	not	only	reveals	to	us	the	Father	(thus	bringing	the	presence	of	the	
Father	 to	 us),	 He	 actually	 takes	 us	 to	 the	 Father.	 In	 this	 way,	 Jesus	 comforts,	 encourages,	 admonishes,	 and	
coaches	while	He	gives	testimony	to	His	role	and	the	events	of	His	upcoming	Passion.	He	warns	the	disciples	not	
only	of	His	impending	death	but	also	of	the	trials	they	will	face	in	building	the	Kingdom.	He	shows	us	that	He	is	
the	way,	the	role	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	importance	of	our	connectivity	to	Him	to	produce	faith	and	fruit	and	that	
even	in	persecution,	we	will	always	be	comforted	as	we	remain	in	Him	(John	14:1-16:33).	
	
In	 Christ,	 there	 is	 an	 inheritance	God	 is	 promising	 us	 beyond	our	 scope	of	 understanding.	How	 incredible	 this	
must	be!		Our	eternal	lives	are	secure	in	heaven,	and	our	joy	can	then	be	declared	and	lived	out.	This	is	also	what	
we	receive,	our	reward	for	all	that	we	have	done	and	endured	for	Christ	and	His	children	and	the	opportunities	
He	gave	us.	This	is	what	we	look	forward	to,	our	dwelling	with	Christ,	and	what	can	also	motivate	us	in	the	here	
and	now.		
	
It	 is	critically	important	that	we	understand	that	this	is	not	a	righteousness	promise!	This	is	not	a	give	to	get	or	
a	get	because	you	believe	scheme.	Rather,	this	is	an	invitation	to	radical	faith.	We	often	get	more	than	we	want	
and	have	more	than	we	need	and	do	better	in	Christ’s	will	than	ours.	We	are	limited	in	thinking	and	power	and	
He	is	not.	God	is	not	promoting	Himself	as	a	cosmic	vending	machine	dispensing	all	of	our	desires---rather,	He	is	
saying	we	can	trust	in	Him	totally	and	completely	with	all	we	have	now	and	for	our	future	because,	Christ	is	not	
just	preparing	a	place	for	us	in	eternity,	He	is	preparing	us	for	eternity	too!		
	

• How	do	you	feel	about	the	fact	that	there	is	only	One	True	God	and	only	one	way	to	Him?	Why	has	this	caused	
so	much	controversy	over	the	centuries?	

• What	 does	 it	 mean	 to	 you	 to	trust	 in	 God?	 How	 do	 you	 respond	 when	 someone	 says,	do	 not	 be	 afraid	 or	
troubled?	

• How	would	a	glimpse	of	what	heaven	will	be	like	give	you	hope?	What	else	gives	you	hope?	
• How	has	Jesus	comforted,	encouraged,	admonished,	and	coached	you?	How	have	you	done	so	with	others?	
• What	does	it	mean	that	Jesus	is	not	just	preparing	a	place	for	you	in	heaven;	He	is	preparing	you	first	by	your	

journey	of	faith	now	too?	How	can	this	help	you	overcome	fears	and	doubts?	
• How	would	you	express	the	importance	of	our	connectivity	to	Christ	to	produce	faith	and	fruit?	How	can	you	do	

this	 more	 even	 in	 times	 of	 harassment	 and/or	 doubt?	 What	 do	 you	 need	 more	 of	 to	 be	 comforted	 and	
empowered	in	Him?	



Tuesday:	John	14:15-31	(part	1)	
If	you	love	the	Lord,	then	you	will	trust	and	obey	Him,	because	real	love	is	evidenced	by	gratitude	and	obedience.	
Through	love,	you	will	follow	Jesus’	teachings	and	commands	with	faith	and	joy.		Because	you	love	Christ,	obeying	
is	not	something	you	“have”	to	do;	it	is	something	you	get	to	do.		Through	our	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ,	God	
will	provide	us	with	 the	ultimate	Counselor,	 the	Holy	Spirit	of	God;	which	 is	God’s	Truth,	 living	and	working	 in	
you!	 Through	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	 Christ	 is	with	us	 always,	 and	will	 never	 leave	or	 forsake	us!	 	 Jesus	 then	 told	 the	
disciples	that	He	was	going	away,	and	the	world	would	no	 longer	see	Him,	but	they	would	see	Him.	Judas	(not	
Iscariot)	 had	 a	 hard	 time	 with	 this,	 wondering	why	 Jesus	 just	 doesn’t	 reveal	 Himself	 for	 all	 to	 see.	 Jesus	
responded,	“If	you	just	love	Me	and	do	as	I	say,	you	show	Me	to	others.	Then	My	Father	will	love	them	and	come	
to	them.	But	if	you	do	not	love	Me,	neither	you	nor	they	will	know	the	Father.	You	will	also	have	the	Holy	Spirit	to	
counsel,	equip,	empower,	and	advocate	for	you,	even	going	before	you	and	keeping	you	informed.	I	am	leaving;	
but	in	Him,	the	Spirit	will	give	you	peace	so	there	is	no	need	to	be	afraid.”		
	
This	 passage	 continues	 Jesus'	 great	 "Farewell	 Discourse"	 where	 He	 gives	 His	 most	 passionate	 and	 important	
instructions	 about	 love	 and	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 Jesus	 knows	 that	 His	 death	 is	 imminent,	 so	 He	 encourages	 and	
comforts	 His	 followers	 and	 continues	 His	 mission.	 The	 most	 hideous	 torture	 ever	 conceived	 to	 produce	 the	
greatest	amount	of	pain	awaits	Him,	yet,	He	turns	His	attention	to	us	and	encourages	us	to	keep	going	and	not	to	
fret,	 and	 gives	 us	 examples	 and	 characterizations	 of	 love.	 So	 this	 begs	 the	 question	how	do	 I	 obey?	How	do	 I	
love?	Why	do	I	stress?	Why	am	I	so	afraid?	
	

• What	was	the	best	council	you	ever	received	from	someone?	How	did	that	make	you	feel?	
• If	 someone	asked	you	what	was	 the	most	 important	and	encompassing	 reason	why	 Jesus	 is	here	 in	you,	what	

would	you	say?	
• How	 is	 it	 that	by	 knowing	Christ	 and	His	Word,	we	will	 know	Truth	and	 the	path	of	God's	Will	 that	we	are	 to	

follow?	How	can	you	better	do	this?	
• What	does	trusting	and	obeying	mean	to	you?	What	do	you	think	it	means	to	people	of	the	world?	How	have	you	

seen	it	lived	out?	Why	is	there	no	other	way?	
• How	and	why	does	 love	confirm	the	authenticity	of	 Jesus?	How	and	why	does	 love	confirm	the	authenticity	of	

Jesus'	followers?	How	is	this	displayed	in	you?	How	can	it	be	more	so?	
	
Wednesday:	John	14:15-31	(part	2)	
Obedience	 requires	 the	kind	of	 trust	and	 faith	 in	Christ	 that	a	 child	has	 that	he	or	 she	will	be	cared	 for,	 to	be	
dependent	on	God	and	not	on	self.	This	helps	us	 submit	 to	 those	 in	authority:	 first	God,	and	 then	others	who	
represent	Him.	In	contrast,	a	person	with	a	lack	of	faith	will	not	be	obedient	or	submissive	to	Christ;	he	or	she	will	
not	 respect	 others	 because	 the	 emptiness	 where	 faith	 is	 supposed	 to	 be	 is	 filled	 with	 pride	 and	 even	 self-
destruction.		
	
Have	you	ever	wondered	why	Jesus	chooses	to	use	us	to	proclaim	His	Word	and	tell	others?	Why	does	He	not	
just	 audibly	 reveal	 Himself	 to	 all?	 	 Because	 the	 proclamation	 of	 the	 Gospel	 is	 not	 easy;	 it	 takes	 incarnation;	
people	living	it	out.	We	can	see	in	the	Old	and	New	Testament,	that	just	telling	someone,	even	if	it	is	God	doing	
the	 telling,	 doesn't	 get	much	 of	 a	 response.	 So	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 must	 reveal	 Christ	 to	 them	 to	 entice	 them	 to	
believe,	and	then	they	need	to	see	the	product	demonstrated.	That	is	what	evangelism	is	all	about.	We	need	the	
love	of	Christ	so	we	have	it	to	give	to	others,	whether	they	will	receive	it	or	not.	If	we	do	not	learn	and	love,	we	
can't	grow	in	faith	and	maturity	or	share	the	faith.	In	contrast,	if	all	we	do	is	learn	and	we	are	not	transformed,	
we	just	become	fat,	useless	sheep	who	become	annoying.	
		

• How	are	you	at	obeying	God,	His	Word,	and	others?	How	do	you	show	love?	Why	is	the	proof	of	love	not	in	what	
we	say	about	it,	rather	how	we	live	it	out?	Can	you	give	an	example?	

• What	 does	 it	 mean	 to	 you	 that	 God	 provided	 you	 with	 the	 ultimate	 Counselor,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit?	 How	 does	 it	
empower	and	reduce	your	stress	knowing	that	He	will	never	leave	or	forsake	you?	



• How	and	why	is	obedience	and/or	submission	to	Christ's	Lordship	the	real	test	and	verification	for	genuine	love?	
What	can	Living	Word	do	to	teach	and	inspire	people	to	do	this	more?	

• How	does	 love	help	enable	us	 to	trust	 in	our	Lord	and	receive	His	call	and	principles?	How	are	 faith,	 love,	and	
obedience	interrelated?	What	happens	when	we	are	missing	one	of	these	vital	components?	How	does	one	get	
them	back	in	working	order?	
	
Thursday:	Acts	15:12-42	(part	1)	
After	what	happened	to	Ananias	and	Sapphira,	we	read,	“great	fear	came	upon	the	whole	church,	and	upon	all	
who	heard	these	things”	(Acts	5:11).	None	of	the	rest	 (those	outside	the	church)	dared	to	associate	with	them	
(Acts	5:13).	What	an	odd	thing,	a	church	that	unbelievers	would	not	dare	to	attend!	These	early	saints	had	not	
been	to	a	modern	Church	Growth	school,	to	learn	about	making	the	church	user-friendly	for	outsiders!	And	yet	
their	church	was	growing	by	leaps	and	bounds!		
	
The	modern	American	church	needs	to	rediscover	the	need	to	fear	and	hate	sin	because	of	our	fear	and	love	for	
God,	who	is	holy!	We	live	in	a	day	when	the	rejection	of	sin	is	labeled	“exclusive”	or	“intolerant”	or	“hate-filled.”	
But	we	NEED	to	hate	and	reject	sin	because	sin	destroys	people.	 It	 is	never	 loving	to	 let	a	person	go	on	 in	sin.	
While	we	must	always	be	kind	and	patient	(2	Timothy	2:24-26),	we	cannot	allow	sin	to	permeate	the	church	like	
leaven.	Obedient	Christians	will	fear	the	Lord	and	His	holiness.	They	will	judge	sin	in	their	own	lives	first,	but	also	
in	the	church	(1	Corinthians	5:1-13).		
	
The	 early	 church	 experienced	 the	 Lord’s	 power	 through	 the	 many	 miracles	 performed	 by	 the	 apostles,	 and	
through	powerful	witness	and	the	resulting	powerful	conversions	of	sinners.	Jesus	had	told	the	apostles	that	they	
would	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	came	upon	them	to	be	His	witnesses	(Acts	1:8).	Peter	testifies	to	the	
Sanhedrin	that	it	was	the	Holy	Spirit	in	them	that	was	the	source	of	their	power	(Acts	5:32).		
	
Many	 say	 that	 if	 the	 church	 would	 only	 repent	 of	 her	 sins	 and	 have	 faith	 in	 God,	 then	 we	 would	 again	 see	
miracles	on	a	par	with	these	recorded	in	the	Book	of	Acts.	But	that	is	not	what	the	Bible	teaches!	It	was	not	every	
church	member	 who	 was	 performing	 these	miracles,	 but	 rather	 the	 apostles	 and	 a	 few	 other	 leaders	 of	 the	
church.	 The	 purpose	 for	God	 granting	 these	miracles	was	 to	 confirm	 the	 gospel	message	 and	 to	 authenticate	
these	people	as	God’s	messengers	in	these	early	days	of	the	church.		
	
While	God	obviously	can	do	mighty	miracles	in	our	day	if	He	so	chooses	(and	He	often	does	such	miracles	on	the	
frontiers	of	the	gospel),	 to	argue	that	 it	 is	His	will	 to	do	them	as	a	common	occurrence	 is	 to	 ignore	the	overall	
teaching	of	God’s	Word.	Many	fail	to	note	that	while	the	apostles	performed	many	great	miracles	and	an	angel	
miraculously	 delivered	 them	 from	 prison,	 the	 angel	 did	 not	 spare	 them	 from	 being	 flogged	 (There	 is	 a	 bit	 of	
humor	here:	since	the	Sadducees	did	not	believe	in	angels,	the	Lord	sent	one	to	deliver	the	apostles!).	God	did	
not	deliver	James	(Acts	12:2)	or	Paul	from	prison	(Acts	24:27)	or	spare	them	and	most	of	the	other	apostles	from	
martyrdom.	Paul	did	not	heal	Trophimus	(2	Timothy	4:20)	or	tell	Timothy	to	claim	healing	by	faith	for	his	frequent	
stomach	problems	(1	Timothy	5:23).		
	
On	the	one	hand,	we	should	never	limit	God’s	power	by	our	unbelief	or	by	our	rationalistic	theology.	We	should	
pray	in	faith,	knowing	that	all	things	are	possible	with	God.	Yet,	on	the	other	hand,	we	should	submit	to	the	fact	
that	 it	 is	not	always	God’s	will	to	deliver	us	from	illness,	persecution,	or	death.	Above	all,	we	should	be	people	
who	are	“strengthened	with	all	power,	according	 to	His	glorious	might,	 for	 the	attaining	of	all	 steadfastness	
and	patience;	joyously	giving	thanks	to	the	Father,	who	has	qualified	us	to	share	in	the	inheritance	of	the	saints	
in	 the	Light”	 (Colossians	1:11-12).	 Let’s	 face	 it---we	don’t	need	steadfastness	and	patience	 if	God	miraculously	
delivers	us	every	time	we	are	in	crisis!	We	see	God’s	mighty	power	in	our	text,	not	only	in	the	miracles	of	healing	
but	also	in	the	disciples	rejoicing	that	they	had	been	considered	worthy	to	suffer	shame	for	His	name	(Acts	5:41).	
The	Bible	commands	us	as	Christians	to	be	subject	to	governing	authorities	(Romans	13:1,	Peter	2:13-14),	even	
when	these	authorities	are	evil	people.	But	if	the	governing	authorities	command	us	to	do	something	that	would	
be	disobedient	to	God,	then	we	must	obey	God,	even	if	it	results	in	our	being	punished.	While	many	of	the	things	



the	government	allows	are	solidly	in	opposition	to	the	teaching	of	Jesus;	we	should	pray	and	work	to	see	the	evil	
laws	overturned,	the	government	is	not	forcing	us	to	do	these	things.	But,	if	it	ever	comes	to	that,	then	we	should	
disobey	the	government;	much	like	Dr.	King	did.		Thus	obedient	Christians	will	fear	the	Lord’s	holiness.	They	will	
know	His	power	through	the	Holy	Spirit.	They	will	obey	Him	above	all	other	authorities.	

God	sent	an	angel	to	deliver	the	apostles,	but	the	angel	was	not	sent	to	preach	the	Gospel!	He	told	the	apostles	
to	go,	stand,	and	speak	to	the	people	the	whole	message	of	this	life	(Acts	5:20).	All	of	us	who	have	come	to	know	
Christ	as	Savior	are	charged	to	go	and	proclaim	the	whole	message	of	this	life	to	the	people.		

• What	are	some	examples	of	the	culture	labeling	the	church	as	intolerant	when	the	church	confronts	sins	as	sin?	
• What	are	some	ways	that	we	limit	God’s	power	through	our	unbelief	or	rationalistic	theology?	
• How	can	God’s	mighty	power	be	seen	in	the	disciples’	suffering?	

Friday:	Acts	15:12-42	(part	2)	
This	is	Peter’s	second	opportunity	before	the	Sanhedrin.	God	was	gracious	to	give	these	people	another	chance	
to	respond	to	the	gospel.	 In	his	first	encounter,	Peter	had	not	minced	words	(Acts	4:10-12).	He	told	these	men	
that	 they	 had	 crucified	 Jesus,	 but	 that	 God	 had	 raised	 Him	 from	 the	 dead.	 Further,	 Jesus	 was	 the	 chief	
cornerstone	which	had	been	rejected	by	them,	the	builders.	And,	there	is	salvation	in	no	one	else.	When	he	gets	
his	second	chance,	Peter	again	confronts	them	with	putting	Jesus	to	death	by	their	own	hands,	by	hanging	Him	
on	a	tree.	Peter	was	accusing	them	of	despising	Jesus	as	one	accursed	of	God	(Deuteronomy	27:26).	He	was	not	
tiptoeing	around	the	issue	of	sin!		
	
The	 angel	 tells	 the	 apostles	 to	proclaim	 the	whole	message	of	 this	 life	 (Acts	 5:20),	which	 is	 a	 reference	to	the	
gospel.	Jesus	proclaimed	that	He	is	the	Way,	the	Truth,	and	the	Life	and	that	no	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	
through	Him	(John	14:6).	He	also	said,	“For	just	as	the	Father	raises	the	dead	and	gives	them	life,	even	so,	the	Son	
also	gives	life	to	whom	He	wishes”	(John	5:21).	He	also	said,	“It	is	the	Spirit	who	gives	life”	(John	6:63).	Thus	the	
Triune	God	is	both	the	author	and	giver	of	physical	and	spiritual	life.	Spiritually	dead	people	do	not	need	a	moral	
code	to	follow.	The	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	had	the	moral	law,	but	it	did	not	save	them.	Spiritually	dead	people	
need	life,	and	only	God	can	give	it.	Peter	exalted	Jesus	as	the	only	one	who	could	give	these	hardened	men	new	
life.	He	boldly	tells	them,	“The	God	of	our	fathers	raised	up	Jesus,	whom	you	had	put	to	death	by	hanging	Him	
on	a	cross.	He	is	the	one	whom	God	exalted	to	His	right	hand	as	a	Prince	and	a	Savior,	to	grant	repentance	to	
Israel,	and	forgiveness	of	sins”	(Acts	5:30-31).		
	
The	 resurrection	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 from	 the	 dead	 is	 at	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 gospel.	 If	 He	 is	 not	 risen,	 our	 faith	 is	
worthless	and	we	are	still	in	our	sins	(1	Corinthians	15:17).	In	proclaiming	Jesus	Christ	to	people,	challenge	them	
to	consider	the	proofs	for	His	resurrection.	The	entire	faith	rests	on	that	great	fact	of	history.	Not	only	did	Peter	
proclaim	Jesus	had	risen	from	the	dead,	he	also	made	it	clear	that	God	has	exalted	Jesus	to	His	right	hand	as	a	
Prince	and	Savior.	Prince	is	 the	same	word	Peter	used	 in	Acts	3:15	when	he	told	the	Jews	that	they	had	put	to	
death	the	Prince	of	life.	The	word	means	“author”	or	“leader.”	Jesus	is	the	rightful	Sovereign	of	the	universe,	the	
author	of	our	salvation	and	faith.	Before	Him,	every	knee	shall	bow	and	every	tongue	confess	that	He	is	Lord.	He	
deserves	our	worship	and	obedience	since	He	was	willing	to	lay	aside	His	glory	and	offer	Himself	as	the	sacrifice	
for	our	sins.	Any	message	that	diminishes	the	rightful	lordship	of	Jesus	as	the	Prince	and	Author	of	salvation	is	not	
the	gospel.		
	
Not	 only	 is	 Jesus	 the	 Prince;	 He	 is	 also	 the	Savior.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 mention	 of	 Jesus	 as	 Savior	 outside	 of	 the	
gospels.	Part	of	 the	problem	with	 these	 Jewish	 leaders	was	 that	 they	did	not	 think	 that	 they	needed	a	Savior.	
They	saw	themselves	as	good	men.	They	were	Jews	by	birth.	They	kept	the	Mosaic	laws	and	ceremonies.	What	
need	did	they	have	for	a	Savior?	Isn’t	 it	amazing	that	even	though	they	had	“disowned	the	Holy	and	Righteous	
One,	and	asked	for	a	murderer	to	be	granted	to	them,	but	put	to	death	the	Prince	of	Life”	(Acts	3:14-15),	these	
men	did	not	think	that	they	needed	a	Savior!	The	most	difficult	people	to	reach	with	the	gospel	are	those	who	



pride	themselves	on	being	good	people.	But	the	Bible	is	clear	that	all	have	sinned	and	thus	all	need	Jesus	as	their	
Savior	if	they	want	to	escape	God’s	righteous	judgment.	

• How	can	the	church	today	recover	a	sense	of	fear	of	God’s	holiness?	
• Should	we	be	seeing	God	work	more	miracles?	Is	our	little	faith	to	blame?	
• When	is	it	right	to	disobey	civil	authority?	Should	Christians	try	to	topple	an	evil	ruler	(such	as	Hitler)?	
• How	aggressive	should	we	be	in	proclaiming	Christ?	Where’s	the	balance	between	tact	and	boldness?	

Saturday:	Matthew	7:7-12	
Jesus	shows	us	the	virtue	of	perseverance	and	its	application	in	prayer.	Our	motivation	to	persist	in	our	service	to	
God	is	the	desire	to	draw	near	to	Him	for	what	He	has	done	for	us.	Consider	the	amount	of	time	the	Apostles,	
and	even	Jesus	spent	in	prayer.	Now,	consider	how	much	more	we	need	to	pray,	then	compare	it	with	how	much	
time	we	 actually	 spend	 in	 prayer.	 The	 Christian	 life	 does	 not	 run	 on	 autopilot.	 It	 needs	 persistence--constant	
navigational	resetting,	and	hands-on	steering.	In	order	to	line	up	our	lives	with	God’s	plan	and	will,	we	have	to	be	
willing	and	able	to	surrender	to	His	concerns.	We	do	this	through	knowing	His	Word	and	praying.		
	
Prayer	is	not	a	vending	machine	where	we	can	pick	what	we	want,	and	what	we	want	to	do.	Rather,	it	is	aligning	
our	mindset	with	God’s	will.	This	passage	has	led	many	people	to	think	that	God	is	a	divine	bellhop	who	will	give	
us	what	we	seek,	what	we	want	 if	we	 just	have	enough	faith.	But,	 that	 is	plainly	not	the	message	this	passage	
gives	to	us.	Yes,	we	are	to	seek,	we	are	to	knock,	we	are	to	be	persistent	with	our	prayers.	But,	we	are	not	to	seek	
just	to	help	our	selfish	concerns.	Prayer	is	seeking	the	Son-ship/Lord-ship	of	Christ	because	He	is	in	control,	not	
just	because	of	a	friendship	with	Him.	Prayer	is	the	instrument	for	seeking	how	to	get	His	will	done,	not	our	will.		
	

• Do	you	seek	great	things	for	yourself?	How,	and	why	would	this	be	beneficial	to	the	Christian	faith,	and	how,	and	
why	would	it	distract	us	from	God's	will?	

• What	do	you	think	Jesus	stresses	in	this	passage?	How	would	you	put	it	in	your	own	words?	
• Why	would	some	Christians	think	that	prayer	is	like	a	vending	machine	or	God	like	a	bellhop,	so	we	seek	what	we	

want,	and	what	we	want	to	do	if	we	have	enough	faith?	Why	is	that	appealing	to	some	people?	How	appealing	is	
seeking	God’s	will?	Which	really	requires	more	faith,	to	get	what	you	want	or	to	serve	Him?	

• Prayer	is	getting	our	mindset	aligned	with	God’s	will.	What	are	some	of	the	things	that	get	you	sidetracked	from	
pursuing	your	faith	more	deeply	through	prayer?	

• Do	you	have	the	confidence	that	He	hears	your	prayers	and	answers	them?	What	is	your	focus	in	prayer?	
• Do	you	also	have	the	confidence	that	His	answers	are	best?	If	so,	why	do	we	experience	stress	and	worry?	
• What	are	the	conditions	we	must	meet	in	order	to	have	our	prayers	answered?	
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