
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(March	6-11,	2017)	
	
	
Monday:	John	2:1-11	
In	Cana,	there	was	a	wedding	feast	and	almost	certainly	Mary	was	a	family	member	because	she	had	something	to	
do	with	 the	arrangements.	 	 She	was	worried	when	 the	wine	 ran	out,	 and	 she	had	authority	enough	 to	order	 the	
servants	 to	 do	whatever	 Jesus	 told	 them	 to	 do.	One	 of	 the	 Coptic	 gospels	 tells	 us	 that	Mary	was	 a	 sister	 of	 the	
bridegroom’s	mother.	There	is	no	mention	of	Joseph,	and	all	we	can	assume	is	that	by	this	time	Joseph	was	dead.	It	
would	seem	that	Joseph	died	young.		In	Palestine,	a	wedding	was	a	really	big	occasion.	It	was	the	Jewish	law	that	the	
wedding	of	a	virgin	should	take	place	on	a	Wednesday.	This	is	interesting	because	it	gives	us	a	date	from	which	to	
work	back,	and	if	this	wedding	took	place	on	a	Wednesday	it	must	have	been	the	Sabbath	day	when	Jesus	first	met	
Andrew	and	John	and	they	stayed	the	whole	day	with	Him.	The	wedding	festivities	 lasted	far	more	than	one	day.	
The	wedding	ceremony	itself	took	place	late	in	the	evening,	after	a	feast.	After	the	ceremony,	the	young	couple	was	
conducted	to	their	new	home.	By	that	time,	it	was	dark	and	they	were	conducted	through	the	village	streets	by	the	
light	of	flaming	torches	and	with	a	canopy	over	their	heads.	They	were	taken	by	as	long	a	route	as	possible	so	that	
many	people	would	have	the	opportunity	to	wish	them	well.	But	a	newly	married	couple	did	not	go	away	for	their	
honeymoon;	they	stayed	at	home,	and	for	a	week	they	kept	open	house.	They	were	treated	like	a	king	and	queen,	
and	their	word	was	law.	But	something	went	terribly	wrong,	and	it	very	well	might	have	been	because	of	Jesus.		He	
was	 invited,	 but	 the	 five	 people	 He	 brought	 with	 Him	 were	 not!		 Five	 unexpected	 guests	 might	 provide	 a	 tight	
budget	real	problems,	and	the	wine	ran	out.		
	
For	a	Jewish	feast	wine	was	essential.	“Without	wine,”	said	the	Rabbis,	“there	is	no	joy.”	So	Mary	came	to	Jesus.	The	
New	International	Version	(NIV)	tones	Jesus	down	a	bit,	quoting	Him	as	saying	“Dear	woman,”	but	the	King	James	
Version	(KJV)	and	the	Revised	Standard	Version	(RSV)	translation	of	Jesus’s	reply	make	it	sound	very	discourteous.	It	
makes	Him	say:	“Woman,	what	have	I	to	do	with	thee?”	Some	scholars	want	to	say	that	what	Jesus	was	really	telling	
Mary	was	that	she	should	just	trust	Him,	He	would	handle	it.	And,	they	say,	Mary	understands,	for	she	immediately	
told	the	servants	to	do	as	Jesus	told	them	to	do.	It	is	also	possible,	that	Jesus	was	not	reacting	the	way	she	wanted---
there	was	a	crisis,	and	He	was	not	doing	anything	about	it---so	she	forced	His	hand.			
	
In	answer	to	Mary,	He	said:	“My	hour	has	not	yet	come.”	All	through	the	gospel	story,	Jesus	talks	about	His	hour.	In	
John	7:6,	8	it	is	the	hour	of	His	emergence	as	the	Messiah.	In	John	12:23	and	17:1,	and	in	Matthew	26:18,	45	and	in	
Mark	14:41	it	is	the	hour	of	His	crucifixion	and	His	death.	All	through	His	life,	Jesus	knew	that	He	had	come	into	this	
world	 for	a	definite	purpose	and	a	definite	 task.	He	saw	His	 life	not	 in	 terms	of	His	wishes,	but	 in	 terms	of	God’s	
purpose	for	Himself.	All	through	His	life,	He	went	steadily	towards	that	hour	for	which	He	knew	that	He	had	come	
into	the	world.	It	is	not	only	Jesus	who	came	into	this	world	to	fulfill	the	purpose	of	God.	We,	too,	must	think	not	of	
our	own	wishes	and	our	own	desires,	but	of	the	purpose	for	which	God	sent	us	into	His	world.	
	
Tuesday:	John	2:1-11	(continued)	
At	the	door,	there	were	six	great	water	jars.	The	jars	were	very	large;	they	would	hold	about	twenty	gallons	of	water	
apiece.		They	have	actually	discovered	such	 jars	at	 the	house	 in	Cana	 that	has	been	 traditionally	 identified	as	 the	
house	in	which	this	wedding	took	place.		They	are	ENORMOUS!		Jesus	commanded	that	the	jars	should	be	filled	to	
the	brim.	 John	mentions	 that	point	 to	make	 it	 clear	 that	nothing	else	but	water	was	put	 into	 them.	He	 then	 told	
them	to	draw	out	the	water	and	to	take	it	to	the	steward	in	charge.	When	he	tasted	the	water,	which	had	become	
wine,	he	was	astonished.	He	called	the	bridegroom—it	was	the	bridegroom’s	parents	who	were	responsible	for	the	
feast—and	joked:	“Most	people	serve	the	good	wine	first;	and	then,	when	the	guests	have	drunk	a	good	deal,	and	
their	palates	are	dulled	and	they	are	not	in	much	of	a	condition	to	appreciate	what	they	are	drinking,	they	serve	the	
cheap	stuff,	but	you	have	kept	the	best	until	now.”	
	



There	were	six	stone	jars,	and	at	the	command	of	Jesus,	the	water	in	them	turned	to	wine.	According	to	the	Jews,	
seven	is	the	number	which	is	complete	and	perfect,	and	six	is	the	number	which	is	unfinished	and	imperfect.	The	six	
stone	jars	stand	for	all	the	imperfections	of	the	Jewish	law.	Jesus	came	to	do	away	with	the	imperfections	of	the	law	
and	to	put	in	their	place	the	new	wine	of	the	gospel	of	His	grace.	Jesus	turned	the	imperfection	of	the	law	into	the	
perfection	of	grace.		So	it	was	at	a	village	girl’s	wedding	in	a	Galilean	village	that	Jesus	first	showed	His	glory.		I	think	
this	is	awesome	because	it	happened	at	a	wedding	feast.	Jesus	was	perfectly	at	home	on	such	an	occasion.	He	was	
no	severe,	austere	killjoy.	He	loved	to	share	in	the	happy	rejoicing	of	a	wedding	feast.		We	all	know	some	Christians	
who	 lay	 awake	 at	 night	 worrying	 that	 someone	 somewhere	 is	 having	 a	 good	 time.		 Life	 is	 something	 to	 be	
endured.		But	Jesus	did	not	feel	that	way!	Jesus	never	counted	it	a	crime	to	be	happy.	Why	should	His	followers	do	
so?	
	
Wednesday:	Matthew	4:1-11	
Jesus	 is	 led	 out	 into	 the	 desert	 to	 be	 tempted	 by	 Satan	with	 the	 destiny	 of	 His	 creation	 and	 humanity	 at	 stake.	
During	this	time,	He	fasted	and	remained	true	and	loyal	to	who	He	was	and	to	His	mission	to	come.	Satan	pulls	out	
all	 of	 his	 efforts	 and	abilities	 in	 a	 futile	 attempt	 to	 convince	 Jesus	 to	 serve	him.	 In	 so	doing,	 Jesus	would	 receive	
greater	honor	and	glory	 faster	by	having	more	control.	The	problem	 is	 that	 Jesus	was	already	 fully	God,	 thus	had	
total	sovereignty,	glory,	and	control.	Satan	based	his	attack	on	what	he	thought	would	be	Jesus'	greatest	weakness,	
His	humanity.	However,	Satan	failed,	as	Christ,	using	His	humanity	and	not	His	divinity	as	 identification	and	model	
for	us,	defeated	Satan's	attack	through	Scripture,	the	Spirit,	prayer,	and	obedience.		
	
For	us	today,	we	can	learn	that	we	can	trust	and	rely	on	our	Lord.	Material	things	will	not	satisfy	us.	Maybe	they	will	
for	a	while,	but	all	we	will	have	 is	 longing	for	more,	never	satisfied.	True	spiritual	nourishment	comes	from	God's	
Word	and	our	spiritual	growth	through	worship,	service,	and	prayer.	When	we	abuse	the	Bible,	we	are	behaving	like	
Satan!	When	we	use	it	well,	we	are	modeling	Christ	(Read	2	Peter	3:16).	Satan	does	not	tempt	us	just	to	get	us	into	
trouble	or	to	do	wrong,	but	to	distract	us	from	God.	Satan	seeks	to	get	us	to	lose	what	God	has	given	or	has	to	offer.	
In	so	doing,	we	are	of	no	use	to	God,	because	we	have	bought	the	lie.	Our	outlook	has	gone	from	truth	to	fiction,	
from	betterment	for	others	and	ourselves	to	causing	harm!	The	way	to	spiritual	maturity	and	the	glory	of	our	reward	
is	not	in	finding	shortcuts,	but	temperance	through	learning,	experience,	and	overcoming	adversities.		
	
Thursday:	Romans	8:1-4	
Knowing	how	Paul	is	using	the	words	“flesh”	and	“spirit”	is	the	key	to	understanding	this	difficult	passage.		Paul	uses	
flesh	quite	a	lot	all	through	his	letters,	and	he	uses	it	in	three	different	ways.	He	uses	it	literally,	when	he	speaks	of	
physical	circumcision,	literally	“in	the	flesh”	(Romans	2:28).	He	also	uses	the	phrase	“according	to	the	flesh”,	which	
means	looking	at	things	from	the	human	or	worldly	perspective.	But	he	also	speaks	of	the	flesh	as	in	opposition	to	
the	Spirit.	Those	who	walk	according	to	the	flesh	cannot	walk	according	to	the	spirit	(Romans	8:4-5).	Those	who	walk	
according	 to	 the	 flesh	cannot	please	God	 (Romans	8:8).		He	says	 that	 the	mind	of	 the	 flesh	 is	death	and	that	 it	 is	
hostile	to	God	(Romans	8:6-8).	He	talks	about	living	according	to	the	flesh	(Romans	8:12).			
	
Clearly,	Paul	 is	not	 just	using	 flesh	as	synonymous	with	the	physical	body.		When	he	says	 flesh,	he	means	skewed	
priorities	 and	 a	 worldly	 attitude.		 To	 live	 according	 to	 the	 flesh	 is	 to	 live	 dominated	 by	 the	 desires	 of	 sin.		 It	 is	
important	 to	 understand	 that	 when	 Paul	 refers	 to	 flesh	 as	 a	 sinful	 side,	 he	 is	 not	 simply	 referring	 to	 sexual	
sins.		Flesh	refers	to	ANY	kind	of	sin	(Read	Galatians	5:19-21).	
	
Paul	also	uses	the	word	Spirit	quite	a	lot.		In	this	chapter	alone	he	uses	it	twenty	times.		Paul	says	that	there	was	a	
time	when	all	people	were	at	the	mercy	of	their	sinful	nature.		When	we	lived	according	to	the	flesh,	the	law	only	
had	the	power	to	point	out	sin	and	condemn	us.		But	when	we	become	Christian,	God	shares	with	us	the	awesome	
power	of	His	Holy	Spirit,	and	we	now	have	the	power	to	overcome	sin.	Remember,	Paul	said	all	human	beings	fell	by	
the	 sin	 of	 Adam,	 so	 in	 Adam,	we	 all	 share	 the	 blame	 of	 a	 broken	world.		 But	 God,	wanting	 to	 save	 us	 from	 the	



brokenness	we	caused,	 came	 into	our	world	as	a	 true	human	being	 in	every	 sense	of	 the	word.		 So	 just	as	Adam	
“tainted”	humanity,	in	Jesus,	all	of	humanity	can	be	redeemed	and	purified.		
	
	
Friday:	Romans	8:5-13	
Continuing	from	yesterday’s	lesson,	we	see	that	the	"flesh"	mindset	is	dominated	by	I,	ME,	and	MINE.	It	is	essentially	
selfish	 in	outlook.	Everything	 is	 centered	on	 self	 and	how	we	can	 satisfy	ourselves.	 In	 this	passage,	Paul	uses	 the	
word	"flesh"	to	describe	that	weaker	element	in	human	nature	that	yields	to	sin,	and	even	more,	to	have	a	mind	of	
the	flesh	is	a	rejection	of	God.	Paul	uses	an	interesting	word	for	 letting	the	mind	dwell	on	something.	 It	means	to	
think,	 be	 intent	 on,	 or	 to	 set	 one's	mind	 on	 or	 heart	 upon	 something.	 It	 is	 the	 seat	 of	 intellectual	 and	 spiritual	
activity.	 It	 denotes	 the	whole	person	 thinking,	 feeling	and	 choosing.	 It	 includes	our	outlook,	 assumptions,	 values,	
desires	and	purposes.	Do	we	take	the	side	of	self	and	the	 flesh	 in	opposition	 to	God	and	His	Kingdom?	Or	do	we	
have	a	mindset	that	seeks	to	be	in	tune	with	the	Holy	Spirit	delighting	in	wherever	He	chooses	to	move?		
	
What	do	you	choose	to	let	your	mind	dwell	upon?	We	have	a	choice	since	we	have	believed	Christ	is	our	personal	
savior.	Here	Paul	is	contrasting	the	two	ways	of	thinking.	You	can	be	mentally	preoccupied	with	something.	He	says	
they	"set	their	minds	on."	It	is	a	mind-set.	When	the	mind	is	described	as	“of	the	flesh”	it	 is	set	on	the	things	that	
gratify	 our	 corrupt	 nature	 (Read	 Ephesians	 2:3).	 Years	 ago	 a	 plastic	 surgeon	 discovered	 what	 he	 called	
"psychocybernetics."	It	is	based	on	the	missile	guidance	system.	We	always	hit	our	target	even	if	we	aim	at	nothing.	
We	can	achieve	what	we	see	in	our	mind.	Our	imagination	is	the	guidance	system	of	our	personality.	Set	your	mind	
on	flesh	and	you	will	produce	the	works	of	the	flesh.	The	Christian	has	a	choice.	The	Bible	says:	"For	the	mind	set	on	
the	 flesh	 is	 death"	 (Romans	8:6a).	 There	 is	 a	 consequence	 for	 this	 life	 style.	 Paul	 repeats	 the	warning	 in	Romans	
8:13,	"for	if	you	are	living	according	to	the	flesh,	you	must	die."	Later	Paul	wrote	Timothy	and	described	the	results	
of	such	a	life	(Read	1	Timothy	5:6).		
	
The	person	controlled	by	the	flesh	is	rejecting	God,	and	to	reject	God	is	to	reject	grace	and	forgiveness.	No	matter	
how	hard	we	try	to	please	God	while	we	are	acting	in	the	flesh	we	cannot.	When	our	minds	are	controlled	by	the	
flesh	we	cannot	please	God.	It	is	impossible.	But	hear	the	Good	News	in	the	next	verse.	"However,	you	are	not	in	the	
flesh	but	in	the	Spirit,	if	 indeed	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	in	you.	But	if	anyone	does	not	have	the	Spirit	of	Christ,	he	
does	not	belong	to	Him."	If	you	have	been	born	again,	you	have	the	Holy	Spirit	within	you.	If	you	have	never	been	
born	spiritually	you	do	not	have	 the	Spirit	dwelling	 in	you	and	you	need	a	spiritual	birth.	We	can	have	a	 spiritual	
birth	by	submitting	our	will	to	God’s	will	and	accepting	Jesus	Christ	as	our	personal	Lord	and	Savior.	
	
Saturday:	Colossians	1:19-23	
By	sheer	grace	and	 love,	God	chose	 to	enter	our	world	and	dwell	with	us	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	And,	 through	 the	blood	
shed	on	the	cross,	Jesus	made	reconciliation	and	wholeness	possible	for	everything	in	heaven	and	earth.	So,	in	Jesus	
Christ,	anyone	who	is	separated	from	God,	now	has	the	opportunity	to	know	God.	All	of	humanity	was	separated	by	
sin	from	God	the	Father,	but	now	through	Christ's	sacrifice,	this	torn	relationship	is	mended	and	we	have	newness	of	
life	in	God.	Our	evil	thoughts	and	actions	separated	us	but	now	we	are	reconciled.	Christ's	death	on	the	cross	was	
the	incredible	act	that	made	all	this	possible.	Our	salvation,	our	place	in	eternity,	and	our	wholeness	here	and	now	
are	all	a	 result	of	what	 Jesus	Christ	did	 for	us.	Because	God	became	human	 in	 Jesus	Christ,	humanity	can	now	be	
brought	into	the	very	presence	of	God;	we	who	had	no	right	or	ability	to	come	before	God	can	now	approach	God!	
We	are	even	holy	and	blameless	because	of	Christ,	so	God	now	sees	us	clean	and	pure	and	without	fault.	But,	for	
this	to	happen,	we	have	to	accept	what	Jesus	has	done	for	us;	we	have	to	believe	Who	Christ	is	and	stand	firmly	in	
Him	and	never	drift	away	from	His	Good	News.		
	
The	church	 in	Colossae	was	 in	a	prime	earthquake	zone,	and	whenever	the	earth	shook,	buildings	 fell	and	people	
died.	 But,	 instead	of	making	 stronger	 buildings,	 they	worshiped	 and	 sought	 to	 placate	 the	 gods,	which	of	 course	
accomplished	nothing	and	resulted	 in	 the	destruction	of	 the	city	a	 few	decades	after	 this	 letter	was	written.	Paul	



points	out,	using	a	hymn,	that	if	we	are	not	steadfast	in	our	devotion	to	Christ,	but	rather	are	seeking	to	dilute	the	
teaching	 of	 God	 with	 the	 teachings	 of	 our	 culture,	 we	 are	 in	 essence	 making	 tottering	 buildings	 of	 our	 lives---
buildings	that	will	eventually	collapse.	All	 this	 is	 to	say	that	 Jesus	Christ	 is	 the	one	true	God,	and	must,	 therefore,	
reign	supreme.	This	also	means	that	Jesus	 is	the	Head	of	the	Church!	We	tend	to	run	our	churches	as	 if	we	are	in	
control,	making	our	decisions	based	on	gathering	needs	then	developing	programs	to	fill	those	needs.	Yet,	as	good	
as	this	may	sound,	the	main	thing	in	church	leadership	is	usually	left	out.	Where	is	Christ?	What	is	His	will?	What	is	
His	vision	for	us?	Even	though	Christ	is	the	head,	we	sometimes	leave	Him	outside	of	our	preparations	and	purposes.	
What	does	this	mean?	It	means	we	must	drop	our	agendas	and	align	with	Christ,	and	His	Lordship.	When	we	think	of	
the	 church,	 we	 tend	 to	 think	 of	 it	 as	 buildings	 and	 programs;	 but	 the	 real,	 true	 Church	 is	 the	 people	 all	
interconnected	to	one	another	while	being	intercepted	in	and	with	Christ	as	LORD.	When	we	get	this,	that	Christ	is	
eminent	and	He	reconciles	us	to	Him,	we	will	start	to	see	how	important	our	commitment	to	honor	Christ	and	His	
precepts	 are.	 Once	 we	 were	 outsiders,	 enemies	 to	 God.	 Now	with	 Christ,	 we	 have	 salvation,	 assurance,	 and	 an	
eternity	 of	 hope.	 All	 Christians,	 especially	 Christian	 leaders,	 need	 the	 desire	 to	 see	 a	 church	 committed	 to	 His	
purpose	and	poured	out	to	His	ways.	When	we	proclaim	Christ	as	Lord,	then	we	will	see	revival	through	real	prayer	
and	devotion	to	His	Lordship.	We	must	allow	His	work	in	us,	live	in	His	presence,	be	a	doer	of	the	Word,	stand	firm	in	
our	faith	and	teachings,	and	never	drift	away	from	His	"true	Truth"	and	precepts	or	His	love.	
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