
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(April	17-22,	2017)	

	
Monday:	1	Corinthians	15:12-19	
The	very	foundation	of	our	Christian	faith	 is	that	Jesus	died,	was	buried,	and	rose	again.	 It	 is	what	the	Scripture	
said,	 and	 it	 is	what	 happened.	 But	 if	 He	 didn't	 rise,	 then	 there	 is	 no	Good	News,	 for	 God	 did	 not	 validate	 His	
atoning	work.	St.	Paul	 tells	us	 that	 "He	was	declared	 to	be	 the	Son	of	God	by	 the	 resurrection	 from	the	dead."	
Jesus	 Himself,	 in	 Revelation	 chapter	 1	 says,	 "I	 am	 the	 living	 One	 who	 was	 dead	 and	 am	 alive	 forevermore."	
In	Romans	14:9,	St.	Paul	writes:	"He	died	and	rose	that	He	might	be	the	Lord	of	the	living	and	the	dead."	That	is	to	
say	that	He	had	the	power	of	life	extended	even	over	death.	Jesus’	Lordship	was	secured	by	the	resurrection.	His	
atonement	was	 secured	 by	 the	 resurrection.	 If	 He	 didn't	 rise,	 then	we	 have	 no	Good	News.	 He's	 not	 Lord.	 He	
didn't	provide	a	 sufficient	 sacrifice	 for	 sin,	and	 Jesus	 is	a	 liar.	All	Gospel	preaching	 is	a	 sham.	We	are	 the	worst	
charlatans.	We're	no	different	than	all	 the	rest	of	 the	 false	teachers	 in	 the	world.	 If	 Jesus	didn't	conquer	death,	
then	He	didn't	conquer	sin,	and	He	didn't	conquer	hell,	and	the	angels	who	said,	"Behold,	I	bring	you	Good	News	
of	great	 joy,	which	shall	be	to	all	people,"	 lied.	There	 is	no	Good	News.	The	news	 is	all	bad.	Another	good	man	
failed.	Another	good	man	died.	
	
So	if	there's	no	resurrection,	then	Christ	didn't	rise.	And	if	Christ	didn't	rise,	then	all	Gospel	preaching	is	useless.	
Secondly,	back	to	verse	14,	"Your	faith	also	is	vain	or	useless	or	void.	Your	faith	is	empty."		
	

• Why	is	the	physical	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	necessary	for	the	salvation	of	humankind?	
• Why	do	you	suppose	some	people	(even	some	Christians)	want	to	downplay,	or	even	deny	the	truth	of	the	

physical	resurrection?	
	
Tuesday:	Matthew	28:1-20	
Here	is	the	Gospel:	God	became	incarnate	and	lived	on	our	behalf.	He	has	died	in	our	place	to	pay	our	debt	of	sin;	
now,	He	rises	back	to	life,	conquering	death,	and	giving	us	victory	and	grace	for	a	life	of	fulfillment	and	fullness!		
	
Matthew	tells	us	that	the	women	went	back	to	the	tomb	to	finish	His	preparations	because	they	were	unable	to	
do	so	earlier	due	to	 the	Passover.	When	they	came	upon	the	 tomb,	 the	stone	was	already	rolled	away	and	the	
chamber,	 where	 Jesus'	 body	 was	 supposed	 to	 be,	 was	 empty.	 They	 were	 confused	 and	 perplexed.	 What	 had	
happened?	Did	the	Romans	take	Him?	Did	the	Scribes	do	something	unthinkable	to	His	body?	
		
Then,	suddenly,	an	angel	appeared,	striking	 fear	and	awe	 in	 them.	He	told	them	that	 Jesus	has	risen,	and	to	go	
back	to	Galilee	and	tell	the	disciples.	The	religious	leaders	were	stunned.	They	quickly	tried	to	spin	the	situation	to	
their	favor	by	bribing	the	soldiers	to	tell	lies	saying	the	disciples	stole	the	body.	This	might	have	worked	if	it	were	
not	for	the	fact	that	Jesus	appeared	to	hundreds	of	people,	eliminating	all	doubts	and	questions.	He	spent	a	brief	
time	with	His	disciples	before	ascending	back	to	heaven.		But	before	He	left---He	gave	us	His	church,	our	mission:	
“Go	and	make	disciples	of	all	the	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	the	Son	and	the	Holy	
Spirit.		Teach	these	new	disciples	to	obey	all	the	commands	I	have	given	you.	And	be	sure	of	this:	I	am	with	you	
always,	even	to	the	end	of	the	age.”		
	
Jesus	is	the	one	and	only	way	to	life,	and	He	proved	this	by	not	only	being	God,	but	by	being	willing	to	come	as	a	
man	to	this	earth	and	live	the	life	we	could	not,	nor	would	not	do.	He	overcame	our	sins	and	our	enemies.	God	
kept	His	promise	 that	He	made	 to	Abraham	to	 redeem	us,	and	 then	He	sent	 the	Holy	Spirit	 to	 lead	us!	 Jesus	 is	
risen!	We	too,	in	Him,	will	undergo	a	similar	transformation,	as	we	live	for	Him,	forgive	in	His	name,	are	justified,	
and	will	arise	in	eternity.	Without	the	physical	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ,	Christianity	is	bankrupt	and	false;	the	
resurrection	is	the	central	tenant	of	our	faith.		
	

• What	does	a	typical	Sunday	morning	look	like	for	you?	
• What	does	 this	passage	mean	to	you?	How	has	 its	outcome	been	on	your	attitude	and	mindset	of	who	

Christ	is	in	your	life	and	in	the	world?	
• What	does	it	mean	that	Jesus	conquered	death	and	gave	us	victory	and	grace?	



• If	 you	 had	 been	 there	 with	 the	Marys,	 what	 would	 your	 response	 have	 been?	Would	 you	 have	 been	
surprised?	After	all,	He	did	say	He	would	arise	(Matthew	27:63;	Mark	8:32-32)!	

• Why	do	you	think	we	worship	Jesus	on	Sunday	and	not	Saturday?	Does	it	make	a	difference?	
• Why	did	 Jesus	choose	to	appear	 to	 the	women	first?	Consider	 that	 in	 that	 time	and	culture,	a	woman's	

testimony	was	irrelevant.	
	
Wednesday:	John	20:19-31	
After	Jesus	arose	from	death,	He	presented	proof	of	who	He	is	and	what	He	came	to	do;	He	then	told	His	followers	
to	go	and	tell	the	Good	News	to	others.	But,	the	disciples	were	afraid	of	the	Jewish	leaders	who	had	ordered	Jesus'	
death	 and	 who	 now	 were	 out	 for	 them.	 So,	 they	 hid	 in	 a	 locked	 room	 so	 no	 one	 could	 get	 at	 them	 as	 they	
considered	what	they	would	do	next.	Suddenly,	Jesus	stood	before	them.	He	showed	them	His	wounds	to	prove	
He	was	fully	alive	and	physical,	not	a	ghost.	The	room	was	filled	with	an	abundance	of	great	joy;	He	then	breathed	
the	Holy	Spirit	into	them	and	asked	them	to	do	to	others	as	He	has	done	to	them:	show	the	world	the	Gospel	and	
forgive!	Thomas	was	not	there,	and	he	could	not	wrap	his	mind	around	all	that	had	happened,	and	therefore	did	
not	believe.	This	is	curious	since	he	saw	Jesus	raise	others,	like	Lazarus,	from	the	dead,	but	somehow	he	could	not	
or	would	not	believe.	So,	Jesus	came	back	and	showed	Thomas	His	wounds;	Thomas	was	able	to,	physically,	see	
and	even	touch	Jesus.	He	then	believed!	Jesus	told	him	you	only	believe	because	you	saw	firsthand;	blessed	are	
those	who	believe	 even	 though	 they	 have	 not	 seen!	Jesus	 did	many	more	 signs	 and	wonders	 so	 that	 all	might	
believe	that	 Jesus	 is	 indeed	the	Messiah,	 the	Son	of	God,	Lord,	and	Savior	and	have	hope	 for	 today	and	 life	 for	
eternity!	
	
Why	 did	 Thomas	 doubt?	 Perhaps	 the	 magnitude	 of	 Jesus'	 resurrection	 was	 beyond	 comprehension;	 without	
seeing	it	for	themselves,	as	Thomas	asked	for	and	received,	many	refused	to	believe.	Others	truly	believed	by	faith	
and	worshiped	Him.	Although	we	do	not	have	physical	sight	of	Jesus'	hands	and	feet,	we	do	have	the	Spirit	who	
reveals	the	truth	to	us.	Jesus	did	not	fit	the	expectations	of	the	people,	the	religious	leaders,	or	even	the	disciples.	
A	total	change	in	worldview	had	to	occur	before	He	could	be	fully	accepted.	We	have	to	be	careful	we	do	not	jump	
to	conclusions	with	little	more	information	than	our	feelings	and	a	"sound	bite."	Know	this:	our	opponents	will	see	
our	 hypocrisy	 and	 lack	 of	 fruit	 and	 faith	 (real	 or	 not),	 over-compensation	 for	 a	misguided	 theology	 out	 of	 the	
rubble	of	our	pride	or	 lack	of	explanation.	 	This	 is	why	weekly,	Sunday	morning	weekly	worship,	participation	 in	
Holy	Communion,	and	Bible	study	are	essential	to	our	witness	and	faithful	response	to	Jesus	Christ.	
	

• Considering	all	 the	wondrous	miracles	 they	experienced,	why	were	 the	disciples	 so	afraid	of	 the	 Jewish	
leaders	that	they	hid	from	them?	

• What	prevents	you	from	"wrapping	your	mind	around"	events	that	are	hard	to	understand	or	believe?	
• Do	you	realize	the	magnitude	of	the	incredible	gift	beyond	measure	that	you	have	by	our	Lord's	work	and	

sacrifice?	How	now	will	you	live	your	life	with	this	transforming	information?	
• What	can	you	do	with	 the	 fact	 that	 in	Christ,	 you	have	hope	 for	 today	and	everlasting	 life	 for	eternity?	

How	do	you	feel	that	as	Christians,	we	are	the	agents	and	representatives	of	God?	Why	do	so	many	of	us	
fail	at	this?	

• What	does	it	mean	to	be	called	to	holiness?	Consider	that	this	involves	more	than	just	loving	and	trusting	
our	 Lord;	 it	 also	necessitates	gratitude	 for	His	grace	and	patience	and	pursuing	 faith,	 loyalty,	 goodness,	
and	love	to	be	exhibited	in	us	with	thankfulness	and	submission.	
	

Thursday:	John	21:1-14	
Jesus	 continued	His	 appearances	 after	 He	 arose	 from	 death.	 He	went	 to	 seven	 of	 His	 disciples	 and	 challenged	
them	to	awake	from	their	confusion	and	grief	and	do	the	mission	at	hand.	They	had	returned	to	fishing	in	the	Sea	
of	Galilee,	perhaps	because	that	was	their	profession	or	because	they	did	not	know	what	to	do	or	because	they	
had	lost	their	focus.	So,	Peter	went	fishing;	Thomas,	Nathanael,	John,	and	James	followed	suit,	but,	they	caught	no	
fish,	which	was	unusual.	They	kept	at	 it	all	night;	when	dawn	came,	so	did	the	Lord.	Jesus	was	beside	the	shore	
and	called	out	to	them;	friends,	did	you	catch	any	fish?		They	replied,	no.		Then	Jesus	said,	throw	out	your	net	to	
the	right	and	



you	will	 catch	plenty.	Of	 course,	 they	 knew	night	was	 the	best	 time	 to	 fish,	 but	with	 all	 the	 commotion,	 there	
would	be	no	fish	there.	But,	this	was	deja	vu	and	recognizing	something	more	profound	was	at	hand,	they	obeyed	
as	John		
	
realized	it	was	the	Lord!	Then,	Peter	put	his	coat	on,	jumped	in,	and	swam	to	shore,	while	the	rest	pulled	in	the	
enormous	catch	to	the	shore.	Meanwhile,	Jesus	had	breakfast	ready	for	them	as	they	hauled	in	153	large	fish,	the	
net	not	even	tearing;	this	was	amazing!	They	were	in	awe	of	this	catch	and	more	so	of	the	wonder	of	our	Lord	as	
He	fed	them.	This	was	the	third	time	Jesus	appeared	to	His	disciples	after	He	had	risen.	
	
We	are	chosen	by	God	and	by	God	alone	 for	our	Christian	 journey	because	we	are	not	at	our	 final	destination.	
Rather,	each	of	us	is	in	a	process	in	life	and	faith.	As	long	as	we	have	breath,	God	is	not	finished	with	us	yet;	He	is	
still	at	work	in	you,	He	deeply	loves	you,	and	wants	you	to	draw	ever	so	nearer	to	Him.	We	need	to	avoid	slipping	
into	unbelief	and	cynicism	just	because	we	can't	wrap	our	minds	around	it	or	because	we	are	disappointed.	Yet,	
this	 is	where	we	all	 can	easily	 live,	because	 life	 can	be	 so	hard	and	confusing.	We	can	 learn	 from	 it,	no	matter	
what,	so	we	can	have	 joy	and	praise	Him	for	God’s	guidance	 from	His	Word	and	Holy	Spirit,	and,	as	we	walk	 in	
Christ,	we	can	always	know	God	was	the	One	who	created	us	to	walk	and	continues	to	teach	us.	"He	who	began	a	
good	work	in	you	will	carry	it	on	to	completion."	(Philippians	1:6)	
	

• Why,	after	seeing	Jesus	arise,	did	they	not	realize	that	they	were	face	to	face	with	Him?	Do	you	ever	slip	
into	unbelief	and	cynicism?	

• How	does	this	passage	give	hope	and	a	reason	for	faith?		
• Why	 is	 the	resurrection	 the	heart	of	Christianity?	Why	 is	 it	 that	without	 the	resurrection,	we	cannot	be	

saved?	
• What	has	Jesus	done	to	help	you	awake	from	confusion,	grief,	and	compliancy?	How	can	His	enablement	

help	you	recognize	and	do	the	mission	at	hand?	
	

Friday:	John	21:15-25	
This	 is	the	final	passage	in	the	Gospel	of	John	where	Jesus	continues	His	Divine	and	supernatural	manifestations	
after	He	rose	from	the	dead.	Jesus,	after	showing	His	glory	and	purpose,	challenges	Peter	and	us,	to	do	what	so	
many	have	failed	to	do---to	love	and	then	take	care	of	and	equip	the	people	of	God.	Jesus	asks	“Do	you	love	me	
more	than	your	livelihood,	more	than	friends,	your	possessions,	your	potentials	and	yourself?”	He	challenges	us	all	
to	find	the	crux	of	faith	and	life	to	find	God's	kind	of	sacrificial	love,	the	reason	for	our	being	and	for	the	Church	
and	ministry,	 to	 share	 and	practice	 love,	 to	 nurture	 a	 culture	of	 community	 here	 at	 Living	Word,	 live	 out	 true,	
genuine	 love	so	Christ	 is	displayed	and	glorified,	and	for	our	 faith	to	be	synergized,	our	relationships	enhanced,	
and	to	exercise	a	life	and	ministry	impact	that	will	echo	throughout	eternity.	To	do	so,	we	have	to	love	in	a	way	
that	brings	us	out	of	our	complacency,	removes	our	pride,	and	centers	upon	Christ	as	not	just	our	Savior	but	the	
Sovereign	Lord	over	me	and	my	deepest	wants	and	needs.		
	
The	 call	 is	 simple,	 yet	 profound.	 The	question	 to	 Peter	 and	 to	 us	 is	 this:	do	we	 truly	 Love	 Jesus?	Do	we	 follow	
Jesus?	If	so,	then	we	are	to	care	for,	feed	(as	in	train),	equip,	love,	and	care	for	one	another	as	He	does	for	us!	We	
are	not	to	do	what	we	so	very	often	do	in	the	church,	and	wonder	“What’s	 in	 it	for	me?”	We	are	not	to	spread	
rumors,	engage	our	pride,	or	feed	our	hurts.	We	are	not	to	make	excuses	or	wait	until	it	is	too	late;	we	are	to	react	
to	 our	 Lord	 by	 putting	 action	 to	 our	 faith	 and	 by	 engaging	 our	 churches	 and	 community	 with	 His	 Lordship,	
precepts,	and	to	call	for	His	glory.		
	

• How	does	what	you	do	on	a	typical	Sunday	morning	glorify	God	and	point	to	what	Christ	has	done	for	you?	
Do	you	let	your	calendar	keep	you	from	glorifying	Christ	each	week,	or	do	you	build	your	calendar	around	
glorifying	Christ?	

• What	is	sacrificial	love?	What	is	friendship	love?	How	do	they	work?	How	are	they	displayed?	How	can	you	
display	them?	How	does	holding	grudges	dismantle	God's	call	and	work	in	you?	

• What	 if	 Jesus	 asked	 you	 personally,	do	 you	 love	 me	 more	 than	 your	 livelihood,	 more	 than	 friends,	
possessions,	potentials,	and	even	yourself?	How	would	you	respond?	(By	the	way,	God	is	doing	just	that!)	



	
	
	
	
	
Saturday:	Romans	8:31-39	
This	 is	my	very	favorite	passage	 in	the	Bible.	 I	simply	 love	the	powerful,	 incredible	assurance	that	NOTHING	can	
separate	us	from	God's	love.	God’s	word	assures	us	that,	if	God	is	for	us,	then	we	need	not	fear	anything	such	as	
trials,	troubles,	problems,	setbacks,	highs,	lows,	the	devil	or	even	death!	There	should	be	no	reason	in	your	life	to	
keep	you	from	growing	in	God’s	love	and	living	the	triumph	full	Christian	life,	full	of	passion	and	conviction	serving	
for	 the	 glory	 of	 our	 Lord!	 No	matter	 what	 you	 have	 been	 through	 or	 will	 go	 through,	 we	 can	 hang	 on	 to	 the	
comfort	and	joy	of	“Emmanuel”,	God	is	with	us”!	Because	we	have	confidence	in	God	and	in	His	plan	and	purpose	
for	our	lives,	we	can	then	act	on	faith.	Faith	is	based	on	the	faithfulness	of	our	Lord,	and	not	of	our	goodness,	just	
as	animal	sacrifice	in	the	Old	Testament	was	a	means	of	forgiveness	and	surrendered	attitude	because	of	a	loss	of	
something	precious,	but	not	 the	cause	of	 the	 Jew's	 salvation.	The	 reformers	called	 this	 "meritorious	ground	 for	
our	justification,"	explaining	that	faith	is	the	soil	that	the	seed	of	justification	is	planted	into.	Christ	was	that	soil,	
too.	 As	 we	 give	 our	 lives	 to	 Christ	 in	 faith,	 He,	 in	 turn,	 gives	 us	 His	 righteousness.	 Faith	 will	 generate	 real,	
impacting	Christianity	 so	we	can	become	a	committed	disciple	and	build	His	Church.	 If	 you	want	 to	understand	
assurance,	you	must	be	willing	to	understand	our	Lord.	Like	faith,	your	assurance	is	as	only	as	good	as	the	object	
into	which	you	place	it.	If	it	is	in	money	or	power,	it	will	be	weak	and	lifeless.	If	it	is	in	false	teachings	or	personal	
ideas,	it	will	be	dead.	Faith	and	assurance	must	be	in	our	living	God	by	way	of	His	working	in	you!	
	

• Would	you	rather	be	convicted	and	not	condemned,	or	condemned	and	not	convicted	(think	carefully)?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	you	to	receive	no	condemnation?	
• What	causes	you	to	feel	unworthy	and	rejected	by	God?	
• What	helps	your	desire	to	get	closer	to	God?	
• How	can	you	live	a	life	of	response	to	God's	incredible	love	with	gratitude	along	with	trust	and	obedience?	
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