
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (April 3-8, 2017) 
 
Monday: John 8:12; Exodus 13:20-22; 14:19-25  
When Jesus said, in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world,” He was drawing upon an enormous amount of Jewish 
tradition in which light was a central metaphor.  God Himself was referred to as the light of the world, but Torah 
(the Jewish books of the Law) and the Temple were also called lights for the world.  Our study this week will look 
at a few of the Old Testament passages that reveal God as light, but also some New Testament passages that show 
how the early church interpreted Jesus’ claim that HE was the light of the world. 
 
The fact that John 8:12 refers to “following the light”, rather than “walking in the light” or “receiving the light”, 
would have immediately called to mind for ancient readers familiar with Judaism the stories from today’s readings 
in Exodus.  After the plague of the death of the firstborn in Egypt and the first Passover, the Hebrews were guided 
out of slavery in Egypt by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, “to give them light”.  The text 
emphasizes the fact that this light was always present – it never left the people as they escaped from slavery.  But 
as God prepared to part the sea so the Hebrews could escape, the light served another purpose as well.  It moved 
in between the Hebrews and the Egyptians, separating them, protecting the Hebrews from the pursuit of those 
who sought to enslave them once again.  It created a protective barrier between the darkness of evil on one side 
and the light of God’s grace on the other. 
 
When Jesus says “whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”, He is saying that 
He is exactly like the pillar of fire that guided Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  He guides OUR path to freedom from 
slavery to sin.  In fact, Jesus goes on to speak to exactly this issue in John 8:31-41!   By following Jesus, we are led 
out of slavery to sin and into eternal life.  What’s more, Jesus stands between us and the darkness that pursues us, 
so that the darkness cannot reach us.  We will see later this week that John elaborates upon this idea in the letter 
that we know as First John. 
 

 How do you think having the pillar of fire by night to guide them affected the mood or the attitude of the Hebrews 
as they escaped from Egypt?  How would they have experienced the nighttime differently if the pillar of fire had 
not been there, knowing they were being pursued? 

 Are there areas of your life in which you feel that way?  How does knowing that Jesus is always present ease those 
fears? 

 If you can honestly say that your faith in Jesus gives you comfort in the face of what others might fear, imagine 
how you would feel if you did NOT believe Jesus was there to guide you, to free you, and to protect you.  How can 
you use that to describe the difference Jesus makes in your life to someone else, as a witness to Christ’s effect on 
your life? 

 
Tuesday: Psalm 27; Psalm 44:1-3  
Psalm 27 builds on the idea that the presence of God acts like a light to eliminate fear and to provide salvation.  It 
is a psalm of trust and confidence in God’s protection even in the face of great danger.  What begins as a firm 
statement of this trust turns into a plea in verse seven.  David reminds himself to cry out to God, to search for God, 
to pray to God when he feels the darkness drawing near.  He asks God not to hide His face from him – and the 
verses from Psalm 44 remind us that God’s face is itself a light that drives away our enemies.  Psalm 27 ends with 
yet another statement of confidence in God’s goodness and strength. 
 
The Psalms never evade the fact that life has its share of troubles.  Psalm 27:5 says “in the day of trouble, He will 
keep me safe in His dwelling” – not “He will prevent the day of trouble from coming”.  Likewise, verse two said 
“WHEN evil men advance against me” – not “Lord, prevent evil men from advancing against me”.  Just as the 
Hebrews were pursued by the Egyptians as they escaped from slavery, troubles and evil continued to pursue people 
in the days of the psalmist, and they continue to pursue us today.  What verse one of Psalm 27 affirms is that God 
“is my light and my salvation” in the midst of being pursued by darkness.  When we seek the light of God’s face, 



when we obediently follow God’s ways rather than the ways of God’s enemies, that light will lead us to “the land 
of the living”.  When Jesus says He is “the light of the world”, He is saying that He will serve as our role model for 
what following God’s ways looks like.  If we follow Him, if we follow His ways, He will lead us to the land of the 
living.  He will be not only our light but our salvation. 
 

 When do you feel like God is hiding the light of His face from you?  What do you do then? 

 How does the relationship between God and us require cooperation, according to the psalmist?  What do we have 
to do?  What does God promise to do? 

 Are you seeking God’s face?  How are you allowing yourself to be taught the ways of the Lord?  How are you 
allowing God to lead you in a straight path?  Can you patiently wait for God?  Are you confident of God’s goodness 
even “when evil men advance against you”? 

 What does it mean to you personally to state confidently “I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living”? 

 
Wednesday: Isaiah 60  
Many of the Old Testament prophets used the metaphors of darkness and light to describe the way the world is 
versus the way the world would someday be – although most also believed the darkness would increase just prior 
to God’s final revelation of the light.  The prophet Isaiah probably uses this metaphor more than any other prophet, 
although you might also want to check out texts such as Ezekiel 32, Amos 5:18-20, Micah 7:8-9, and Zechariah 14:1-
7.  
 
Isaiah begins here in what is known as the “prophetic perfect tense”.  In other words, he speaks of something that 
will happen in the future as if it is happening right now, or has already happened.  “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come” refers to a day when God’s presence will reign over the entire earth – and the rest of the chapter describes 
what that day will look like.  Notice especially the metaphors of light and darkness that are present in verses 1-3 
and 19-20, and the emphasis on the universal nature of God’s salvation in this coming day.  The coming of the light 
of God to dispel the darkness and to draw all people and all nations to God-centered life was an integral part of the 
Messianic expectation in the times leading up to Jesus’ birth.  During His ministry on earth, Jesus claimed that in 
His arrival, the Kingdom of Heaven had drawn near, and by saying “I am the light of the world”, he was proclaiming 
the dawn of the Messianic age.  Everything God had promised through the prophets like Isaiah was being 
inaugurated in Jesus, because now, Jesus says, your light truly HAS come!  If what Isaiah promised, and what Jesus 
claims, is true, then because of Jesus the darkness that characterizes our world can now be dispelled.  People and 
nations who have been far from God in the past can now draw close to God.  Righteousness, rather than evil, can 
actually rule the day.  Sorrow can be replaced by joy, and violence can be a thing of the past.  But only because 
Jesus has come, because Jesus is the light of the world … and only if we are obedient to Jesus and follow His light. 
 

 Where do you see signs that the light anticipated by Isaiah and proclaimed by Jesus really IS breaking through? 

 Where do you see signs that there are places the darkness still reigns? 

 What do you think the earliest readers of John’s Gospel would have expected to happen as a result of the coming 
the light of the world?  What do YOU honestly expect to happen in this world as a result of Jesus’ coming and His 
pronouncement that He IS the hoped-for light of the world? 

 What will the world be like when “nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn”?  How 
does our following the light of Jesus help make that come about? 

 
Thursday: Matthew 5:14-16; John 12:20-36  
It may be surprising to read that in the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus does not say “I am the 
light of the world”, but rather, “You are the light of the world”.  But don’t miss the very important fact that in these 
words, Jesus is addressing His disciples – all those who have been following Jesus and listening to His teachings.  
The second of today’s readings, from John 12, shows us Jesus addressing “the crowds” just prior to the Last Supper, 



and encouraging them to put their faith in Him before He is crucified.  If they do, He says, they will become “sons 
of light.” 
 
Matthew and John have very different ways of talking about Jesus.  But both recognize Jesus as the one through 
whom the light of God is brought to the earth.  Go back and look also at Matthew 4:12-17, in which Matthew says 
that Jesus is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy that “people living in darkness have seen a great light”.  John firmly 
believes that when we follow Jesus, we become “sons of the light” – which is just his way of saying that we take on 
the same character, we begin to share the same characteristics, as the light itself.  What John explains as a process 
of transformation and change when one becomes a follower of Jesus, Matthew has already taken as a given in 
having Jesus tell the disciples “YOU are the light of the world”.  Both of them are viewing Jesus’ identity as the light 
of the world through the lens of His coming death and resurrection.  After His death and resurrection, after He 
ascended into heaven, the light no longer walked among us.  But through the power of the Holy Spirit in followers 
of Christ, the light continues to shine – through them!  Disciples of Jesus are the light of the world today because 
by putting their faith in Jesus, by emulating Jesus in every way, they have become “sons of light”.  The Kingdom of 
God inaugurated by Jesus is continuing to be made manifest in His Church when it is obedient to everything Jesus 
taught. 
 

 Have you ever really thought about what it means for Jesus to have said to you (as a follower of Jesus) “You are 
the light of the world”? 

 How does it make you feel to know that Jesus said both “I am the light of the world” and “You are the light of the 
world”? 

 Looking back to the first few days of this study, how are you emulating Jesus in what all it meant for Him to say “I 
am the light of the world”?  What could someone point to in your life and say “he/she is a light for the world”? 

 John is very black and white when it comes to the decision to be with Christ or against Christ.  For him it is a simple 
choice – are you a “son of the light” or a “son of the darkness”?  In other words, do you follow Christ, or do you 
follow the ways of the world?  John 1:5 says “the light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood 
it.”  How, through you, does Jesus continue to “shine in the darkness”, even though the world around you, the 
“darkness”, doesn’t understand it? 
 
Friday:  1 John 1:5-2:11 
Now we come to the letter of First John, which was referred to on Monday.  The language has changed somewhat, 
from being a disciple of Jesus to being like “following the light” to being like “walking in the light”.  But the 
dichotomy of the choice to follow Jesus or not, that was a hallmark of John’s gospel, is still the dominant theme in 
John’s first letter.  The problem that John is addressing here, however, is that many people claim to be following 
Jesus, to be walking in His light, when in fact, their actions suggest they are still in darkness. 
 
John’s words in this letter need to be carefully considered.  On one hand, we must acknowledge that we are sinners 
– John says that if we don’t, we are deceiving ourselves.  On the other hand, if we claim to live in Jesus, to be 
followers of Jesus, we must walk as Jesus did and do what Jesus commanded – and Jesus never sinned and 
commanded us to repent and sin no more.  The core fact here is that to receive the salvation Jesus offers us, to 
truly enter into the light of God, we must first acknowledge that we are not without sin.  We cannot rationalize 
away our sin but must admit to ourselves and to God that we have done much that is opposed to the will of God.  
Then, and only then, John says, God will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  It is important to 
understand that when that happens, in the eyes of God, we ARE PURE.  At the beginning of chapter two, John says 
he tells us this SO THAT WE WILL NOT SIN.  But if we do sin, he says, Jesus’ death on the cross still serves as a 
sacrifice that removes our guilt and allows us to be one with God. 
 
John is very concerned here with what has come to be known as “cheap grace”.  “Cheap grace” is a philosophy in 
which a person believes that it is OK to sin and confess, sin and confess, sin and confess, and tell themselves that 
they are following Christ.  John says such a person “is a liar, and the truth is not in them.”  They continue to walk 



in darkness with no thought of actually becoming a son of light who is truly obedient to Jesus.  John says that if the 
light really has broken into the world, by its light we should be able to truly SEE our sin, acknowledge it, confess it, 
and then avoid it.  Walking in the light throws a continual spotlight on our sin, so we are ever conscious of it.  And 
when we can see it clearly, we should also be able to really repent of it, and continue to walk in the light that IS 
God.  When John writes about the blood of Jesus purifying us and atoning for our sin, making us pure, he wants us 
to see that if we really believed that each time we sin, we cause Jesus to be crucified, we should be incentivized to 
want to avoid sin with all our hearts. 
 

 Have you ever been guilty of subscribing to a theology of “cheap grace”? 

 Do you have unacknowledged sin that you need to confess? 

 Can you identify prior sin in your life that the light of Christ has brought out of the darkness and defeated? 

 Do you WANT to stop sinning?  Or would you prefer to sin and then receive forgiveness?  What do you think John 
would say about your answer? 

 
Saturday:  Revelation 21:1-4; 21:22-22:5; 22:12-14  
Remember our study of the prophecy of Isaiah on Wednesday about how the world would be transformed into a 
place where God’s light was always shining.  By the time the book of Revelation was written, believers needed 
encouragement to grasp that God truly was still at work in the world and that Jesus really was the Messiah who 
had inaugurated the end of the age.  The world had plunged deeper into the darkness (as many prophets had 
foretold would happen), Christians were widely persecuted and forced to renounce Christ under penalty of death, 
and the idyllic world of Isaiah 60 probably seemed farther away than ever.  Many Christians today might say the 
same thing. 
 
Believers around 90-100 AD held on tightly to Jesus’ own words that He would return (see Matthew 24), to the 
angel’s words about His return prior to His Ascension (see Acts 1:11), and to the apostle Paul’s writings that referred 
to Christ’s return (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11).  A man named John (who may or may not be the apostle John) 
had a vision of an angel who revealed to him that in spite of the turmoil evident throughout the world, both Christ’s 
return and the ultimate transformation of the world into a place in which darkness has been defeated for good, 
were still part of God’s plan.  That vision was recorded as the book of Revelation.  Revelation contains a lot of 
symbolic language that is difficult to comprehend, but its fundamental message is one of hope – in spite of how 
terrible the world looks, God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ is still in effect.  The light will win over 
darkness.  The reign of Jesus, the light of the world, which has already begun, but which is not yet universally 
acknowledged, will be evident for all the world to see. 
 

 How does today’s reading and study impact your answers to Wednesday’s questions? 

 If you did not look at the 1 Thessalonians passage, go back and read at least 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8.  Paul suggests 
that if we really are sons of the light, we will not be “sleeping” on the day of Christ’s return, but alert and self-
controlled because, for those of us in the light, it is always “daytime”.  What do these words have to say to you 
about your daily living? 

 Many Christians today think of salvation only in terms of individuals who “get to go to heaven” when they die.  How 
is the Biblical portrait of the world’s salvation different from this?  Does it make a difference in how you live if 
salvation is about the transformation of the world, through the transformation of individual lives, and not just 
about “getting into heaven”? 

 What can you do this week to impact the world with the light of Christ? 
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