
	
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(May	22-27,	2017)	

	
Monday:		Luke	10:25-37	
The	parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan	is	probably	one	of	the	best	known	of	all	Jesus’	parables.		The	story	is	timeless	
because	it	translates	so	easily	into	any	culture,	at	any	time	in	history.		A	man	who	is	traveling	is	beaten	and	robbed	
and	left	for	dead.		Two	men,	who	we	might	expect	would	stop	to	help,	pass	by,	doing	nothing.		The	reasons	they	
pass	by	are	not	explicit	–	we	can	 infer	 in	 the	 Jewish	 context	 that	 it	has	 to	do	with	 fear	of	becoming	unclean	by	
virtue	of	coming	 into	 too-close-contact	with	a	dead	body	…	but	 the	 lack	of	details	here	 is	part	of	what	gives	 the	
story	 its	 timeless	 nature.	 	 The	 story	 invites	 us	 to	 ask	 ourselves	 -	 why	might	 any	 of	 US	 pass	 by?	 	 Fear	 that	 the	
attackers	are	still	close	at	hand	and	our	own	lives	might	be	in	danger?		Too	busy	to	take	the	time	because	of	our	
own	schedules?		Not	wanting	to	be	inconvenienced	by	getting	dragged	into	a	court	case	as	a	potential	witness?		Of	
course,	part	of	the	impact	of	the	parable	is	that	the	one	person	who	DOES	stop	to	help	is	the	last	person	the	reader	
would	expect	–	an	outsider,	a	stranger,	someone	who	is	NOT	ONE	OF	US,	an	ethnic	enemy.		Jesus’	entire	point	in	
telling	the	story	is	to	get	us	to	rethink	our	ideas	of	hospitality	and	neighborliness	in	light	of	the	commandment	to	
“love	your	neighbor”.		To	love	our	neighbor,	according	to	Jesus,	is	to	have	mercy	on	others,	regardless	of	our	own	
needs	or	our	own	prejudices,	and	only	with	regard	to	the	other’s	needs.	
	

• How	does	the	parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan	honestly	make	you	feel?	
• Can	you	think	of	any	moments	in	your	life	where	you	SHOULD	have	acted,	but	didn’t?		What	held	you	back?	
• What	 about	 the	 opposite?	 	 Can	 you	 think	 of	moments	 in	 your	 life	where	 you	 needed	 help,	 but	 no	 one	

reached	out?		Why	do	you	think	they	chose	not	to	act?	
• Are	there	people,	right	now,	who	you	could	be	showing	mercy	to,	but	are	choosing	not	to?		Why	are	you	

making	that	choice?	
	

Tuesday:		Luke	10:38-42	
It	is	fascinating	that	the	story	of	Jesus	coming	to	the	home	of	Mary	and	Martha	follows	immediately	from	the	story	
of	the	Good	Samaritan.		In	fact,	it	really	should	not	be	separated	from	this	context,	although	it	often	is.		Jesus	has	
just	told	a	parable	about	true	neighborliness,	true	hospitality,	being	all	about	being	responsive	to	the	other’s	needs	
as	first	priority	–	and	now,	we	see	Martha	doing	everything	that	her	culture	demands	she	do	to	be	“hospitable”	to	
Jesus.	 	We	are	usually	somewhat	taken	aback	that	Jesus	seems	to	reprimand	her	for	doing	so	while	commending	
her	sister	Mary	who	is	not	helping,	but	simply	being	present	with	Jesus,	and	listening	to	Jesus’	teaching.		The	point	
of	the	reprimand	is	the	same	as	the	point	of	the	parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan!		To	be	truly	welcoming,	neighborly,	
and	hospitable,	Martha	should	be	attentive	 to	what	 JESUS	wanted	and	needed,	not	what	Martha	assumed	Jesus	
wanted	and	needed	based	on	societal	expectations.		And	what	Jesus	wanted	was	not	a	fancy	dinner	party,	but	to	
simply	spend	time	with	His	friends,	teaching	them	what	God	had	sent	Him	to	teach.		Mary	has	implicitly	understood	
this,	and	by	His	words,	Jesus	teaches	Martha,	and	all	of	us,	to	do	the	same.	
	

• When	you	 think	of	 the	 idea	of	being	neighborly	 to	 someone,	welcoming	someone,	what	do	you	 think	of	
first?		Their	unique	and	individual	needs	and	wants,	or	how	YOU	think	they	must	want	to	be	welcomed?	

• Have	you	ever	gone	 to	a	 lot	of	work	and	effort,	only	 to	 feel	unappreciated	by	 those	you	were	doing	 the	
work	for?		Is	it	possible	that	the	real	problem	was	that	you	failed	to	find	out	what	the	other	truly	wanted	or	
needed	first?	

• How	does	the	story	of	the	Good	Samaritan	help	us	to	understand	the	story	of	Mary	and	Martha?		What	are	
the	common	themes?	

• How	 is	 the	 idea	of	hospitality	and	welcoming	others	 related	 to	 the	 idea	of	 self-sacrifice?	 	How	are	 these	
ideas	presented	in	yesterday’s	and	today’s	readings?	
	

Wednesday:		Romans	12:1-21	
The	 idea	 of	 hospitality	 as	 self-sacrifice	 that	 Jesus	 emphasized	 in	 the	 parable	 of	 the	 Good	 Samaritan	 and	 in	 His	
encounter	with	Mary	and	Martha	is	a	fundamental	part	of	Christian	belief.		Today’s	reading	is	from	Paul’s	letter	to	



the	 church	 at	 Rome,	which	 he	wrote	 in	 order	 to	 seek	 their	 support	 for	 a	 future	mission	 to	 Spain.	 	 Because	 the	
church	in	Rome	was	not	founded	by	Paul,	they	did	not	know	him	personally,	but	only	by	reputation.		In	this	letter,	
therefore,	 he	 sets	 out	 in	 great	 detail	 his	 understanding	of	 the	 gospel	 of	 Jesus	Christ,	making	 it	 one	of	 the	most	
important	pieces	of	theological	writing	 in	the	entire	New	Testament.	 	Here,	 in	chapter	12,	Paul	elaborates	on	his	
understanding	of	Christ’s	 command	 to	 “love	our	neighbor”.	 	He	begins	by	noting	 that	we	are	 to	understand	our	
very	bodies	as	 “living	 sacrifices”,	dedicated	 to	God,	and	devoted	 to	 serving	others	 in	whatever	 capacity	God	has	
gifted	us	to	serve.	 	Out	of	gratitude	for	God’s	mercy	toward	us,	we	 literally	give	ourselves	to	God,	 for	God	to	do	
with	 as	God	 sees	 fit.	 	 In	 practical	 terms,	 that	means	we	must	 be	devoted	 to	 each	other,	we	must	 honor	others	
above	ourselves,	we	must	share	with	those	in	need,	we	must	practice	hospitality,	and	we	must	live	in	harmony	with	
one	another.		And	to	top	it	all	off,	we	are	told	we	must	be	SINCERE	in	behaving	in	this	way.		No	wonder	he	begins,	
in	verse	2,	by	saying	“Do	not	conform	any	longer	to	the	pattern	of	this	world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	renewing	
of	your	mind.”		Paul	insists	that	the	Christian	life,	the	living	out	of	Jesus	Christ’s	teachings	about	neighborliness	and	
hospitality	 to	others,	 is	 simply	not	 the	way	 things	normally	work	 in	 the	world	–	but	 it	 IS	 the	way	God	wants	 the	
world	to	work.	
	

• Do	you	think	of	yourself	as	a	“living	sacrifice,	holy	and	pleasing	to	God”?	
• How	would	having	that	kind	of	self-identity	affect	the	way	you	live?	
• Would	you	be	able	to	sincerely	live	the	way	this	passage	insists	you	live?	
• Note	that	all	of	the	verbs	from	verse	nine	forward	are	imperatives,	that	is,	commands.		“Hate	what	is	evil”,	

“be	 joyful”,	 “share	with	God’s	people”,	 “do	not”,	 “do	not”,	 “do	not”.	 	The	only	 reprieve	Paul	allows	 is	 in	
verse	18	–	“if	it	is	possible,	as	far	as	it	depends	on	you,	live	at	peace	with	everyone”.		Look	over	this	list,	and	
identify	 specific	 places	 in	 your	 life	 where	 you	 are	 unable	 to	 do	 what	 Paul	 demands.	 	 How	 might	 you	
change?	
	

Thursday:	Hebrews	13:1-3	
The	 final	 chapter	of	Hebrews,	 chapter	13,	 also	 contains	many	 imperative	verbs,	 just	 as	Paul	used	 in	Romans	12.		
While	all	of	 the	commands	 in	chapter	13	are	 important,	 today’s	 reading	 focuses	on	 the	 first	 three	verses,	which	
have	to	do	with	our	weekly	theme	of	hospitality.		Of	course,	because	hospitality	is	no	more	than	a	portrayal	of	true	
love,	the	chapter	begins	with	the	exhortation	to	“keep	on	 loving	each	other	as	brothers”.	 	This	 is	 followed	up	by	
three	specific	examples	of	how	to	do	this	–	entertaining	strangers,	and	remembering	those	in	prison	and	who	are	
mistreated.		Often,	when	we	think	of	the	ideals	of	the	Christian	life	as	laid	out	in	yesterday’s	reading	from	Romans,	
we	think	about	our	friends	and	families,	our	co-workers	and	our	acquaintances.		But	today’s	reading	from	Hebrews	
reminds	 us	 that	 for	 the	 Christian,	 love	 extends	 even	 to	 strangers,	 to	 prisoners,	 and	 to	 anyone	 who	 is	 being	
mistreated.		The	command	to	remember	those	who	are	in	prison,	or	who	are	mistreated,	is	closely	related	to	the	
idea	 of	 self-sacrifice.	 	 We	 are	 to	 identify	 with	 those	 persons	 as	 if	 what	 they	 are	 suffering,	 we	 ourselves	 are	
suffering.		We	are	to	think	about	what	we	would	want	or	need	if	we	were	in	their	shoes,	and	then	act	accordingly.		
(This	passage	 is	very	reminiscent	of	Christ’s	words	 in	Matthew	25:31-46	–	 look	at	that	passage	 if	you	have	time).		
The	verse	about	entertaining	strangers,	though,	 is	perhaps	one	of	the	most	difficult	to	apply	in	our	lives	today	as	
any	command	in	the	Bible.	 	Stories	of	attacks	and	murders	perpetrated	upon	innocent	persons	by	strangers	they	
were	 trying	 to	 help	 have	 become	 all	 too	 common,	 and	 they	 make	 us	 understandably	 wary	 of	 “entertaining	
strangers”.		But	the	intent	of	the	passage	is	not	to	place	God’s	people	in	harm’s	way	–	the	intent	of	the	passage	is	
to	 remind	us	not	 to	 let	 the	 closeness	of	our	 relationships	determine	 the	extent	of	our	offer	of	 love,	mercy,	 and	
grace	 to	 others.	 	 If	 anyone	 needs	 help	 –	 help	 that	WE	 can	 provide	 –	 then	 we	must	 provide	 that	 help	 even	 to	
complete	strangers,	just	as	if	we	knew	that	it	was	an	angel	of	God	that	had	the	need.	
	

• Are	you	more	ready	to	help	people	you	know	than	people	you	don’t?	
• Why	would	the	writer	of	Hebrews	insist	that	entertaining	strangers	and	caring	for	prisoners	and	those	who	

are	being	mistreated	is	a	requirement	of	the	Christian	life?		Remember	that	the	Bible’s	basic	viewpoint	is	
that	humanity	has	become	ESTRANGED	from	the	God	who	created	us	and	that	we	are	imprisoned	by	sin.	

• Can	 you	 identify	 strangers,	 prisoners,	 or	 people	 who	 have	 been	 mistreated	 who	 you	 have	 personally	
“remembered”	or	“loved”?	



	
	
Friday:		1	Peter	4:1-16	
In	many	ways,	the	words	of	Peter	in	today’s	reading	are	reminiscent	of	the	words	of	Paul	in	his	letter	to	the	Romans	
that	we	read	on	Wednesday.	 	Peter,	however,	more	explicitly	states	the	fact	that	a	 life	of	self-sacrificial	 love	and	
hospitality	 may	 also	 mean	 a	 life	 of	 suffering.	 	 The	 church	 that	 Peter	 was	 writing	 to	 was	 experiencing	 great	
persecution.		Think	about	how	hard	it	is	to	live	the	kind	of	life	Paul	and	Peter	are	encouraging	in	our	world,	where	
we	are	free	to	exercise	our	faith	without	fear	of	persecution.		Now	imagine	how	hard	it	would	be	in	a	world	where	
simply	being	a	Christian	could	get	you	 flogged,	 imprisoned,	or	executed.	 	Peter	encourages	believers	 in	 just	 that	
situation	to	persevere	in	 love,	to	offer	hospitality	to	each	other	without	complaining,	to	serve	each	other,	and	to	
remember	that	whenever	we	speak	as	Christians,	we	should	speak	as	if	it	is	God	speaking	through	us.		And	we	need	
to	remember	that	there	are	Christians,	strangers	to	us	around	the	world,	who	continue	to	be	persecuted	because	
of	their	faith	in	Christ.		We	need	to	seriously	consider	how	we	might	offer	hospitality	to	them,	without	grumbling,	
and	how	the	gifts	we	have	been	given	can	serve	them,	as	administrators	of	God’s	grace.	
	

• Why	does	Peter	say	 it	requires	us	to	be	“clear-minded”	and	“self-controlled”	 in	order	to	 live	 in	this	way?		
What	kinds	of	things	cloud	our	minds?		What	kinds	of	things	might	be	controlling	us?	

• Does	self-sacrifice	HAVE	to	involve	suffering?		Why	would	Peter	say	that	“he	who	has	suffered	in	his	body	is	
done	with	sin”?	

• Note	that	in	verse	four,	Peter	refers	to	the	“abuse”	heaped	on	those	who	reject	the	ways	of	the	world	for	
the	ways	of	God.		How	might	that	be	related	to	the	suffering	Peter	refers	to?	
	

Saturday:		3	John	
If	 you	 have	 never	 read	 this	 short	 letter	 before,	 you	may	 be	 a	 bit	 surprised	 to	 find	 such	 a	 short,	 personal	 letter	
among	the	books	of	the	New	Testament.		The	writer,	John	(who	simply	identifies	himself	as	“the	elder”)	is	writing	
to	his	friend	Gaius,	who	seems	to	be	part	of	a	church	that	John	has	a	close	association	with.		It	would	appear	that	
Gaius	was	brought	to	Christian	faith	by	John	since	John	refers	to	Gaius	as	one	of	“my	children”!		Note	closely	what	
all	 is	 going	on	 in	 this	 letter.	 	Gaius	 is	 first	of	 all	 being	 commended	 for	 the	 fact	 that	Gaius	has	provided	 some	of	
John’s	other	associates	with	outstanding	hospitality	on	a	recent	visit!	 	 John	says	this	 is	exactly	how	one	Christian	
should	 receive	 another	 Christian,	 even	 if	 he	 or	 she	 is	 a	 stranger.	 	 But	 secondly,	 exactly	 the	 opposite	 thing	 is	
happening	with	a	leader	of	Gaius’	church	named	Diotrephes.		When	John	wrote	to	Gaius’	church	itself,	Diotrephes	
refused	 to	 welcome	 John’s	 associates,	 and	 has	 even	 gone	 so	 far	 as	 to	 excommunicate	 anyone	 who	 wants	 to	
welcome	 them!	 	 	 John	concludes	by	 referring	Gaius	 to	a	 third	member	of	Gaius’	 church	–	Demetrius,	who	has	a	
great	reputation.	 	 It	would	seem	that	a	deep	divide	is	growing	in	this	church	–	and	John	is	encouraging	his	friend	
Gaius	to	turn	to	Demetrius	for	leadership	in	the	church	rather	than	Diotrephes.		Perhaps	Gaius	is	among	those	who	
have	 been	 threatened	 with	 excommunication,	 and	 John	 wants	 to	 encourage	 Gaius	 to	 choose	 good	 over	 evil,	
whatever	 the	cost.	 	One	can	only	 imagine	the	conversation	that	ensued	when	John	and	Gaius	were	able	 to	“talk	
face	to	face”!	
	

• We	are	not	told	why	Diotrephes	does	not	want	to	welcome	John	or	his	associates.		What	reasons	can	you	
imagine	for	one	Christian	not	wanting	to	welcome	another	Christian?	

• What	 does	 John	 condemn	 about	 Diotrephes	 –	 the	 content	 of	 this	 disagreement	 itself,	 or	 the	 lack	 of	
hospitality	on	Diotrephes’	part?		What	does	this	suggest	to	you?	

• Are	 you	 able	 to	 extend	 Christian	 hospitality	 to	 other	 Christians	 who	 disagree	 with	 you	 about	 politics,	
doctrine,	or	anything	else?		How	does	the	letter	of	3	John	speak	to	this	issue?	

• Why	 is	 it	 so	hard	 to	 love	 someone	 the	way	 the	Bible	demands	we	 love	each	other	when	we	have	 sharp	
disagreements?	 	Why	 does	 the	 Bible	 insist	 that	 it	 is	 still	 possible?	 	What	 does	 the	 relationship	 between	
hospitality	and	self-sacrifice	have	to	do	with	this?		What	do	you	have	to	sacrifice	to	provide	hospitality	to	
someone	you	disagree	with?	
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