
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(May	29-June	3,	2017)	

	
Monday:	Acts	18:1-17	
In	the	year	52	A.D.	the	Roman	emperor	Claudius	 issued	an	edict	expelling	all	 Jews	from	the	city	of	Rome.	That	
was	when	a	Jew	named	Aquila,	who	had	migrated	to	Rome	from	the	province	of	Pontus	on	the	Black	Sea,	packed	
his	belongings,	bid	farewell	to	his	friends,	and	embarked	for	the	city	of	Corinth.	By	his	side	was	his	faithful	wife,	
Priscilla.	We	do	not	know	for	certain	whether	she	was	 Jewish	or	Roman,	nor	are	we	sure	whether	or	not	 they	
were	 both	 Christians	 at	 the	 time.	 But	 one	 thing	 we	 do	 know—they	 were	 a	 team.	 One’s	 name	 never	 occurs	
without	the	other.	
The	Bible	 tells	 us	 that	 they	were	business	 partners.	“For	by	 trade,	 they	were	 tent-makers”	 (Acts	 18:3).	 Every	
Jewish	boy	 in	New	Testament	times	was	taught	some	kind	of	trade.	Since	tents	were	such	a	prominent	part	of	
Hebrew	 life,	Aquila’s	parents	chose	 to	have	 their	 son	 learn	 this	practical	means	of	earning	his	 livelihood.	Their	
tents	were	made	of	rough	goat	or	sheep	skins,	which	took	great	skill	to	cut	and	sew	properly.	Aquila	had	acquired	
that	skill	and	more	than	likely	taught	it	to	his	wife,	and	she	became	his	business	partner.	

Not	every	husband	and	wife	can	work	together	like	this.	It	takes	a	mature	relationship	to	work	closely	under	the	
kind	of	pressure	a	job	sometimes	generates.	But	that	is	evidently	the	kind	of	relationship	Aquila	and	Priscilla	had.	
They	were	not	only	mates	and	lovers,	they	must	have	been	good	friends	and	companions.	They	had	to	be	willing	
to	give	to	each	other	more	than	they	tried	to	take.	They	had	to	be	able	to	accept	suggestions	as	readily	as	they	
offered	them.	They	enjoyed	being	together	and	working	together.	They	were	inseparable,	and	they	were	equals.	

So	when	they	arrived	in	Corinth,	they	set	up	their	tent-making	business.	No	sooner	had	they	gotten	settled	down	
in	their	shop	then	another	Jewish	tentmaker	arrived	in	town---the	Apostle	Paul.	Whenever	he	entered	a	new	city,	
he	would	stroll	through	the	marketplace	looking	for	opportunities	to	talk	about	Jesus,	looking	for	indications	of	
God’s	 direction	 for	 future	ministry,	 and,	 of	 course,	 looking	 for	work	 to	 sustain	 him	 as	 he	ministered.	 Being	 a	
tentmaker	himself,	he	was	obviously	drawn	to	the	tent-making	shop	of	Aquila	and	Priscilla.	The	Bible	says:	“After	
these	things	he	left	Athens	and	went	to	Corinth.	And	he	found	a	certain	Jew	named	Aquila,	a	native	of	Pontus,	
having	recently	come	from	Italy	with	his	wife	Priscilla	because	Claudius	had	commanded	all	the	Jews	to	leave	
Rome.	He	came	to	them,	and	because	he	was	of	the	same	trade,	he	stayed	with	them	and	they	were	working;	
for	by	trade	they	were	tent-makers”	(Acts	18:1-3).	

A	deep	friendship	was	born	that	day.	Paul	came	to	work	with	them	in	their	shop	and	even	lived	with	them	in	their	
home	during	his	stay	in	Corinth.	If	they	had	not	known	Christ	before	this,	they	certainly	met	him	now,	for	no	one	
could	spend	time	 in	Paul’s	presence	and	not	be	 infected	by	his	contagious	and	enthusiastic	 love	 for	his	Savior.	
These	two	who	lived	together,	worked	together,	and	suffered	exile	together,	came	to	know	and	love	Jesus	Christ	
together,	and	it	made	their	marriage	complete.	Now	they	were	one	in	Christ,	and	His	love	made	a	good	marriage	
even	better.	From	the	day	Aquila	and	Priscilla	met	 the	Savior,	 they	grew	 in	 the	Word	together.	No	doubt	 they	
went	with	Paul	 to	 the	synagogue	each	Sabbath	day	as	he	 reasoned	with	 the	 Jews	and	Greeks	and	encouraged	
them	to	place	their	trust	in	Christ	for	salvation.		Just	imagine---a	year	and	a	half	of	intensive	Bible	study	under	the	
greatest	Bible	teacher	in	the	early	church.		

• Why	did	Claudius	kick	all	of	the	Jews	out	of	Rome?	
• How	could	you	use	your	trade	(or	social	circle	or	school)	to	help	others	come	to	know	Jesus?	

Tuesday:	Acts	18:18-28	
The	 Book	 of	 Acts	 reveals	 how	 thoroughly	 Aquila	 and	 Priscilla	 learned	God’s	Word.	When	 Paul	 left	 Corinth	 for	
Ephesus,	they	accompanied	him,	and	he	left	them	there	when	he	embarked	for	his	home	church	in	Antioch.	The	
move	 was	 providential,	 for	 while	 Paul	 was	 gone	 “a	 certain	 Jew	 named	 Apollos,	 an	 Alexandrian	 by	 birth,	 an	
eloquent	man,	came	to	Ephesus;	and	he	was	mighty	in	the	Scriptures.	This	man	had	been	instructed	in	the	way	of	
the	Lord;	and	being	fervent	in	spirit,	he	was	speaking	and	teaching	accurately	the	things	concerning	Jesus,	being	
acquainted	only	with	the	baptism	of	John;	and	he	began	to	speak	out	boldly	in	the	synagogue”	(Acts	18:24-26).		



Aquila	and	Priscilla	went	to	hear	him	and	were	deeply	impressed	by	his	sincerity,	his	love	for	God,	his	knowledge	
of	 the	Old	Testament	Scriptures,	and	his	brilliant	oratorical	ability.	He	could	be	valuable	 in	 the	service	of	 Jesus	
Christ,	 but	his	message	was	 incomplete.	All	 he	 knew	beyond	 the	Old	Testament	was	 the	message	of	 John	 the	
Baptist,	which	merely	looked	forward	to	the	coming	Messiah.	“But	when	Priscilla	and	Aquila	heard	him,	they	took	
him	aside	and	explained	to	him	the	way	of	God	more	accurately”	(Acts	18:26).	They	taught	Apollos	the	life,	death	
and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ,	His	glorious	ascension	into	heaven,	the	necessity	for	personal	salvation	from	sin	
by	faith	in	Christ,	the	coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit	at	Pentecost,	and	the	birth	of	the	Body	of	Christ,	and	other	great	
New	Testament	doctrines.	
	
Did	you	notice	that	Priscilla’s	name	appears	before	Aquila’s?	In	fact,	her	name	is	first	in	four	out	of	the	six	biblical	
references	to	them.	And	that	is	unusual!	Most	references	to	husbands	and	wives	in	the	Bible	place	the	man	first.	
Why	 the	 switch?	 Several	 explanations	 have	 been	 suggested,	 but	 the	 most	 reasonable	 one	 seems	 to	 be	 that	
Priscilla	was	the	more	gifted	of	the	two	and	often	took	the	more	prominent	role.	Once	again	we	see	that	women	
were	given	leadership	in	the	apostolic	church.	
	

• Are	you	looking	for	opportunities	to	share	Christ	wherever	you	go,	as	Paul	did?	Do	those	who	spend	time	with	
you	become	infected	with	your	love	for	Christ?	How	can	you	improve	this	area	of	your	life?	

• What	spiritual	contribution	are	you	making	to	the	lives	of	others?	What	else	could	you	be	doing	to	share	God’s	
Word	with	others?	

• How	could	you	use	your	home	more	effectively	to	serve	the	Lord?		
• Are	you	sharing	the	Word	of	God	with	each	other?	Discuss	what	kind	of	mutual	Bible	study	you	think	will	work	

best	for	you,	then	covenant	to	do	it	regularly	together.	
• How	can	you	demonstrate	more	fully	the	equality	you	share	in	Christ	as	husband	and	wife?	
	

Wednesday:	1	Corinthians	16:10-21	
At	the	close	of	the	1	Corinthians,	Paul	sends	some	personal	greetings	and	instructions.	He	tells	the	church	to	
greet	and	treat	Timothy	as	they	would	greet	and	treat	him,	as	Timothy	is	coming	in	his	place.	He	lets	them	
know	to	expect	a	future	visit	from	Apollos.	Stephanas,	Fortunatus,	and	Achaicus	visited	Paul	in	Ephesus,	and	
they	had	brought	him	first-hand	information	about	what	was	happening	at	Corinth.	Stephanas	came	from	a	
well-respected	Christian	family,	and	he	deserved	respect	because	of	his	selfless	service	to	the	church.	In	the	
Apostolic	Church,	people	became	leaders	not	by	vote	or	election,	but	by	the	lives	they	led.	Just	as	Jesus	had	
said:	“For	even	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come	to	be	served,	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	
many"	(Mark	10:45).	To	be	a	leader	meant	to	be	a	servant,	and	to	be	a	servant	meant	to	selflessly	give	of	
yourself	to	the	church---not	to	get	something,	but	to	simply	build	the	Kingdom.		
	
Verses	19	and	20	are	a	series	of	greetings.	Greetings	are	sent	from	Aquila	and	Priscilla.	These	two	people,	man,	
and	wife	move	across	the	background	of	Paul’s	letters	and	the	Book	of	Acts.	They	were	Jews,	and,	like	Paul,	were	
tent-makers.	Originally	 they	were	 from	Rome	but	moved	 to	Corinth,	and	 it	was	 there	 that	Paul	 first	met	 them	
(Acts	18:2).	From	Corinth,	they	found	their	way	to	Ephesus,	from	which	now	Paul	sends	their	greetings	to	their	
old	friends	in	Corinth.	From	Romans	16:3	we	find	that	later	they	moved	back	to	Rome.		

In	 the	very	early	days	of	 the	church,	 there	were	no	church	buildings---in	 fact,	believe	 it	or	not,	 there	were	not	
even	 doughnuts	 and	 coffee---and	 people	 came	 to	worship	 anyway!	 It	 is	 not	 until	 the	 early	 third	 century	 that	
congregations	began	 to	build	church	buildings.	Congregations	met	 in	homes.	The	wonderful	 thing	 is;	wherever	
Aquila	and	Priscilla	lived,	their	home	became	a	church.	When	they	are	in	Rome,	Paul	sends	greetings	to	them	and	
to	the	church	that	is	their	house	(Romans	16:3–5).	When	he	writes	from	Ephesus,	he	sends	greetings	from	them	
and	from	the	church	that	 is	 in	their	house.	Aquila	and	Priscilla	were	two	of	 these	wonderful	people	who	make	
their	 homes	 centers	 of	 Christian	 light	 and	 love,	who	 practice	 radical	 hospitality	 because	 Christ	 is	 always	 their	
unseen	guest,	who	make	their	houses	havens	of	rest	and	peace	and	friendship	for	the	lonely	and	the	frightened,	



the	sad	and	the	neglected.	Priscilla	had	been	welcomed	and	loved	by	Jesus	Christ,	so	she	chose	to	welcome	and	
love	all	others	in	his	name.		That	is	what	we	are	supposed	to	do!	

• Would	you	call	yourself	a	selfless	servant	of	the	church?		If	so,	list	some	concrete	ways	in	which	you	are	selflessly	
serving.		If	not,	what	do	you	need	to	do	to	become	one?	

• Would	you	rather	serve	or	be	served?	
• Do	you	think	it	more	important	to	keep	church	members	happy	or	build	the	Kingdom	of	God?	
• Would	you	be	willing	to	be	uncomfortable	to	help	the	church	grow?	

Thursday:	Matthew	7:13-23	
Part	of	our	hesitancy	to	evangelize	comes	from	the	fact	that	we	have	come	to	believe	that	we	do	not	have	to	be	a	
Christian	to	go	to	heaven.		Our	society	believes	that	as	long	as	you	are	a	“good	person”,	or	“spiritual”	or	part	of	
some	kind	of	 religion,	you	are	 fine.	 	But	 that	 simply	 is	not	 true.	 	The	 truth	 is	 Jesus	 is	 the	one	and	only	way	 to	
heaven.	 	He	said	so	Himself.	 	“Jesus	 told	him,	‘I	am	the	way,	 the	truth,	and	the	 life.	No	one	can	come	to	the	
Father	except	through	me’”	(John	14:6).	 	 Jesus	said	He	 is	THE	way,	not	A	way.	And	that	 is	why	we	evangelize;	
because	God	wants	EVERYONE	to	be	saved,	and	the	only	way	to	be	saved	is	to	have	a	personal	relationship	with	
Jesus	Christ.	God	has	given	the	church	the	responsibility	to	help	everyone	on	earth	come	to	know	Jesus.		That	is	
the	purpose	of	the	church.			

We	all	need	 to	come	to	 the	point	where	we	realize	our	need,	both	 for	 salvation	and	 to	know	God.			The	great	
news	is,	that	is	why	Jesus	came	to	earth---to	be	the	Way	to	become	one	with	God.	Jesus	talks	about	the	narrow	
way	with	our	culture	 in	mind.	Being	a	“good	person”	does	not	save	you---nor	does	being	spiritual---Jesus	saves	
you.		So,	if	you	choose	not	to	go	the	right	way,	if	you	choose	one	of	the	many	paths	that	our	culture	tells	you	can	
take,	then	you	will	be	in	big	trouble.	Not	because	God	is	out	to	get	you	because	God	is	not.	Well,	actually	God	is	
out	to	get	you—get	you	out	of	the	death	sentence	you	are	in,	and	get	you	into	heaven!		Again,	that	is	why	Jesus	
came!		

But,	God	will	not	force	us	to	conform	to	His	way.	His	way	it	is	offered,	but	it	is	up	to	us	to	accept.	As	followers	of	
Christ,	we	need	to	understand	how	loving	it	is	to	help	someone	come	to	know	the	way	to	life---and	conversely,	
how	cruel	it	is	to	not	reach	out	to	them.	

• In	your	opinion,	why	do	most	people	think	they	are	good	and	will	go	to	Heaven	when	they	die?	
• Where	 is	 your	hope	built?	Has	 it	 changed	over	 the	experiences	of	 your	 life?	What	were	 the	circumstances	 for	

those	changes?	
• We	all	need	to	come	to	the	point	where	we	realize	our	need	both	for	salvation,	and	to	know	God.	So,	how	can	

you	explain	this	to	non-believers	in	a	loving,	grace-filled	way?	

Friday:	Matthew	25:31-46	
Jesus	 said	 that	 those	 who	 “know”	 Him	 will	 be	 saved,	 and	 those	 who	 do	 not	 “know”	 Him	 will	 not.	 	 In	 Jesus’	
language,	 the	word	“know”	 is	 “yada”,	and	yada	means	 to	have	a	very	close	and	 intimate	 relationship.	 	 In	 fact,	
“yada”	was	used	as	a	euphemism	for	sexual	intercourse.		To	“know”	someone,	is	to	be	very	intimate	with	them.		
That	 is	what	 Jesus	means	 in	 this	 parable.	 	 Those	who	 know	him,	 in	 other	words,	 those	who	have	 an	 intimate	
relationship	with	him	will	be	saved.		Those	who	don’t	will	not---even	if	they	do	all	sorts	of	good	works	in	this	life.	
This	parable	 is	about	the	coming,	 final,	 inescapable	Judgment!	There	was	a	 judgment	that	was	escapable	when	
the	Jews	could	flee	from	their	homes	and	business	as	the	Temple,	and	all	of	Jerusalem	was	destroyed	in	70	A.D.	
But,	this	time	there	will	be	no	escape;	all	will	be	judged!	Those	who	know	Christ	will	receive	their	blessings,	and	
those	 who	 do	 not	 will	 be	 cursed!	 This	 is	 a	 harsh	 teaching;	 nonetheless,	 it	 is	 true,	 and	 it	 will	 happen	 (Read	
Romans	3:23;	6:23)!		
		
Many	people	go	to	church	and	claim	to	be	Christians.	But,	when	it	comes	down	to	it,	many	are	not	living	in	the	
Spirit;	they	do	not	really	know	Jesus.	These	are	the	goats	who	hang	with	the	sheep,	but	they	are	pretenders	and	



fakers	who	trust	in	themselves	and	not	in	the	Lord.	If	all	you	see	in	life	is	yourself,	your	works,	or	your	heritage,	
you	may	have	a	big,	eternal	problem	leering	at	you!	We	must	be	aware	that	the	goats	will	be	taken;	make	sure	
you	are	not	a	goat,	but	rather	a	sheep,	one	who	loves	the	Lord	with	all	of	your	heart,	soul,	mind,	and	strength,	
and	whose	identity	is	in	Christ	(Mark	12:29-31;	John	10:14;	27-30).	At	His	second	coming,	Jesus	will	be	looking	for	
those	who	are	prepared	and	faithful.	
	
When	Jesus	comes	back,	 it	will	be	magnificent,	but	 it	will	also	be	a	 time	of	extreme	anguish,	as	people	will	be	
separated	 and	 condemned	 for	 their	 sins	 because	 if	 you	do	not	 know	 Jesus,	 you	have	not	 had	 your	 sins	 taken	
away	from	you.	Jesus	died	to	take	away	our	sins,	but	if	we	do	not	know	Him,	if	we	do	not	have	a	close,	personal	
relationship	 with	 Him,	 then	 our	 sins	 have	 not	 been	 washed	 away,	 and	 we	 will	 die.	 	 The	 Bible	 says:	 “For	
the	wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	free	gift	of	God	is	eternal	life	through	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord”	(Romans	6:23).	
Salvation	 is	a	 free	gift	 from	God---but	 the	one	and	ONLY	way	to	receive	 it	 is	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	 	Doing	evangelism	
means	saving	people’s	lives.		That	is	why	it	is	so	imperative	that	we	as	a	church,	and	as	individuals	are	faithful	in	
God’s	call	to	evangelize.		
	

• How	can	knowing	 that	 the	 faithful	will	be	 rewarded	and	 the	unfaithful	will	be	damned	help	you	 to	have	more	
confidence	in	your	growth	and	service?	

• Those	who	know	Jesus	Christ	will	receive	blessings,	and	those	who	do	not	will	be	cursed.	Is	this	fair?	Yes,	or	no?	
Why?	

• At	His	second	coming,	Jesus	will	be	looking	for	those	who	are	prepared	and	faithful.	What	have	you	learned	to	
help	you	be	prepared?	
	
Saturday:	Mark	14:1-11	
After	winning	his	 second	gold	medal	 at	 the	 London	Olympics	 in	2012,	 the	 Jamaican	 sprinter	 and	world	 record	
holder	Usain	Bolt	tweeted	“I	want	to	thank	God	for	everything	he	has	done	for	me	cause	without	him	none	of	
this	wouldn't	be	possible."	While	his	grammar	gaff	might	make	us	smile---his	theology	is	spot	on---Bolt	expressed	
true	gratitude	to	God	for	the	immense	gift	that	has	been	given	to	him.	There	are	many	times	when	we,	like	Bolt,	
acknowledge	 and	 give	 thanks	 for	 that	 which	 we	 have	 received	 from	 God,	 and	 therein	 lies	 the	 beginning	 of	
“stewardship”.	A	biblical	example	of	“stewardship”	 is	 found	 in	Mark	14:1-11.	 It	 is	 the	story	of	 the	woman	who	
poured	her	life	savings	over	Jesus	as	he	reclines	as	a	guest	in	Simon’s	house.	The	woman	(the	Gospel	of	John	tells	
us	 that	 the	woman	was	Mary,	 the	 sister	of	Martha	and	 Lazarus)	 gives	 Jesus	everything	 she	possesses.	Her	 life	
savings	are	poured	over	Jesus.	The	disciples	cry	out---What	a	terrible	waste!		

In	truth,	a	few	drops	of	her	ointment	would	have	been	more	than	adequate	to	express	her	respect,	but	she	holds	
nothing	back---she	gives	it	all.	This	outpouring	(literally)	of	love	was	an	act	of	sacrificial	giving,	something	that	can	
be	difficult	 for	us	 to	 comprehend	as	we	often	 think	 in	 terms	of	 economy	of	 time,	money	and	 resources.	 I	 am	
deeply	challenged	by	such	sacrifice	and	I	find	the	story	an	inspiration	for	the	way	in	which	we	do	stewardship	in	
my	life,	and	in	our	life	as	Living	Word.	Stewardship	is	a	way	of	life	that	calls	believers	in	Christ	to	receive	God’s	
gifts	with	gratitude,	cultivate	these	gifts	responsibly,	and	share	these	gifts	sacrificially.	

• What	is	the	significance	of	the	fact	that	Mary	broke	the	jar?	
• It	seems	a	bit	out	of	character	for	Jesus	to	tell	the	disciples	that	Mary	did	a	wonderful	thing,	and	there	will	always	

be	poor	people	among	us.		What	is	he	trying	to	teach	them	(us)?	
• Do	you	think	we	can	give	sacrificially	if	the	amount	of	the	gift	does	not	affect	our	lifestyle?	

	

Also	available	at	livingwordumc.org	
	
	

	



	
	

		
		
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


