
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(May	8-13,	2017)	

Monday:	Ephesians	2:11-13	
Paul	writes	 this	 letter	 from	 prison	 because	 he	was	 falsely	 charged	 by	 Jewish	 authorities	 for	 taking	 a	 non-Jew	
inside	of	the	Temple.	This	did	not	slow	him	down.	 	Paul	reminds	us	all	there	is	no	barrier,	as	Christ	shattered	it	
(Micah	5:5;	Acts	21:27-28).	God's	 call	 is	 an	open	 invitation,	but	 the	 invitation	must	be	accepted;	our	 faith	and	
trust	 are	 the	 requirements.	 	We	 cannot	 enter	 on	 our	 own	 effort,	 but	we	 still	 need	 to	 put	 in	 the	 effort	 of	 our	
response	 and	 determination.	 This	 is	 equivalent	 to	 Atonement	 and	 how	 we	 need	 to	 be	 clothed	 in	 Christ;	 His	
covering	makes	 us	 secure	 in	God's	 sight.	 	 The	Gentiles	were	 called	 the	 uncircumcision	 by	 the	 Jews,	 a	 term	of	
derision,	implying	the	Gentiles	were	filthy.,	The	Jews	had	nothing	but	contempt	for	the	Gentiles.	They	said	that	
the	Gentiles	were	created	by	God	to	be	fuel	for	the	fires	of	Hell;	that	God	loved	only	Israel	of	all	the	nations	that	
He	had	made.	It	was	not	even	lawful	to	render	help	to	a	Gentile	woman	in	childbirth,	for	that	would	be	to	bring	
another	Gentile	into	the	world.	The	barrier	between	Jew	and	Gentile	was	absolute.	If	a	Jew	married	a	Gentile,	the	
funeral	of	that	Jew	was	carried	out.	Such	contact	with	a	Gentile	was	the	equivalent	of	death;	even	to	go	into	a	
Gentile	house	rendered	a	Jew	unclean.	Before	Christ	the	barriers	were	up;	after	Christ	the	barriers	were	down.	

• What	are	some	of	the	barriers	you	see	in	your	life?		
• If	you	are	really	honest	with	yourself,	do	you	ever	feel	like	maybe	God	prefers	a	certain	people	over	another?		
• Why	must	the	Gospel	must	be	preached	to	the	world?	How	does	the	Blood	of	Christ	make	this	so	imperative?	
• Why	are	we	called	to	glorify	Christ	in	all	that	we	do?	How	have	you	done	so?	What	can	you	do	to	make	this	more	

so?	
• How	must	Christ	be	demonstrated	in	our	relating	to	others?	What	would	this	look	like	in	your	church	and	work	or	

school?	

Tuesday:	Ephesians	2:13-18	
Paul	shows	how	 in	Christ	hatred	 is	killed	and	a	new	unity	has	come.	He	says	 that	 those	who	were	 far	off	have	
been	brought	near.	 Isaiah	had	heard	God	say:	“Peace,	peace	to	the	far,	and	to	the	near”	(Isaiah	57:19).	When	
the	Rabbis	spoke	about	accepting	a	convert	into	Judaism,	they	said	that	he	had	been	brought	near.	He	says	that	
the	middle	wall	of	the	barrier	between	has	been	torn	down.	
	
This	 is	a	picture	 from	the	Temple.	The	Temple	consisted	of	a	 series	of	 courts.	First	 there	was	 the	Court	of	 the	
Gentiles;	then	the	Court	of	the	Women;	then	the	Court	of	the	Israelites;	then	the	Court	of	the	Priests;	and	finally	
the	Holy	of	Holies.		Gentiles	were	only	allowed	in	the	first	court.	Between	it	and	the	Court	of	the	Women	there	
was	 a	wall,	 and	 at	 every	 doorway	 in	 this	wall	were	 tablets	which	 announced	 that	 if	 a	 Gentile	 proceeded	 any	
farther	he	was	liable	to	instant	death.	Josephus,	in	his	description	of	the	Temple,	says:	“This	was	encompassed	by	
a	stone	wall	 for	a	partition,	with	an	 inscription	which	forbade	any	foreigner	 to	go	 in	under	pain	of	death”	(The	
Antiquities	 of	 the	 Jews,	 15,	 11,	 5).	 In	 1871,	 one	 of	 these	 prohibiting	 tablets	 was	 actually	 discovered,	 and	 the	
inscription	on	it	reads:	“Let	no	one	of	any	other	nation	come	within	the	fence	and	barrier	around	the	Holy	Place.	
Whosoever	will	be	taken	doing	so	will	himself	be	responsible	for	the	fact	that	his	death	will	ensue.”	
	
Paul	 knew	 that	 barrier,	 because	 in	 fact	 he	 had	 been	 arrested	 because	 he	 was	 wrongly	 accused	 of	 bringing	
Trophimus,	 an	 Ephesian	 Gentile,	 into	 the	 Temple	 beyond	 the	 barrier.	 	 Paul	 teaches	 that	 Jesus	 has	 made	 it	
possible	 for	 us	 to	have	peace	with	God,	 because	He	 is	Himself	 the	peace	who	broke	 the	barriers.	 	Those	who	
could	never	come	to	God	can	now	in	Christ	be	in	the	right	relationship	with	God.		Jesus	Christ	did	this	for	us	by	
taking	our	place---taking	our	punishment	upon	Himself,	and	satisfying	the	Law.	Thus,	when	we	are	in	Christ,	we	
are	 no	 longer	 separated	 from	God.	 	In	 Christ,	we	have	 the	power	 to	 build	 healthy	 relationships	with	God	 and	
others.		So,	we	are	a	new	humanity	because	of	the	cross	with	access	to	God.		We	are	even	called	His	citizens	and	
children--people	 of	 God,	 for	 God--built	 from	 the	 foundation	 of	 what	 Christ	 has	 done,	 we	 are	 His	 new	 holy	
temple.		Christ	is	our	Cornerstone,	so	we	are	also	His	dwelling	for	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
In	Jesus	Christ,	God	destroyed	the	barrier	that	separates!		He	adopts	all	people	who	accept	Christ	as	Lord.		In	the	
early	 church	 Jews	 and	 Gentiles,	 men	 and	 women,	 aristocrats,	 slaves,	 trades	 people,	 artists,	 political	 officials,	
outcasts,	and	people	from	all	walks	of	life,	cultures,	and	skin	colors,	all	coming	together	as	one	in	Christ!			



• What	does	 it	 take	 to	 remain	 faithful	 and	 true	 to	God	 in	Christ	 by	 the	Way	of	 the	 Spirit?	How	can	 you	do	 this	
better?	So	how	do	you	live	now?	How	can	your	eyes	be	upon	Christ?	

• What	happens	when	a	Christian,	even	a	church	collectively	skips	its	responsibility	to	act	on	Christ's	work?	
• How	important	is	diversity	to	you	and	Living	Word?	Why	do	most	churches	only	cater	to	one	ethnic	group?	Is	that	

biblical?	What	does	God	see	and	want	in	Living	Word?	

Wednesday:	Ephesians	2:19-22	
Paul	says	 that	 the	Gentiles	are	no	 longer	 foreigners	but	 full	members	of	 the	 family	of	God.	 In	every	Greek	city	
there	 were	 foreigners	 and	 their	 life	 was	 not	 easy.	 They	 were	 regarded	 as	 inferior	 people	 and	 viewed	 with	
suspicion	and	dislike.	So	Paul	says	to	the	Gentiles:	“You	are	no	longer	aliens	or	outsiders---for	Christ	has	adopted	
you,	and	you	are	now	children	in	the	family	of	God.”	Through	Jesus	there	is	a	place	for	all	people	in	the	family	of	
God.	 People	 put	 up	 their	 barriers;	 even	 some	 churches	 do	 this---telling	 people	 they	 are	 not	 welcome	 at	 the	
communion	table---but	God	never	does.		How	sad	it	is	that	the	church	is	more	exclusive	than	God!		
	
Paul	also	uses	the	 imagery	of	a	building.	He	thinks	of	every	church	as	the	part	of	a	great	building	and	of	every	
Christian	as	a	stone	built	into	the	Church.	Of	the	whole	Church	the	corner	stone	is	Christ;	and	the	corner	stone	is	
what	holds	everything	together.	Paul	thinks	of	this	building	going	on	and	on,	with	each	part	of	the	building	being	
fitted	 into	 Christ.	 That	 is	 what	 the	 Church	 should	 be	 like.	 Its	 unity	 comes	 not	 from	 organization,	 or	 ritual,	 or	
liturgy;	 it	 comes	 from	 Jesus	Christ.	Where	Christ	 is,	 there	 is	 the	Church.	 The	Church	will	 realize	our	unity	only	
when	we	realize	that	we	do	not	exist	to	keep	ourselves	comfortable	and	happy---	but	to	provide	a	home	where	
the	Spirit	of	Christ	can	dwell	and	where	all	people	can	come	together	in	that	Spirit.	

	
• What	barriers	do	you	see	at	Living	Word?			
• What	can	you	personally	do	to	break	down	those	barriers?	
• Can	the	church	fully	embrace	a	human	being	without	embracing	every	decision	that	person	has	made?	

	
Thursday:	Luke	10:25-37	
There	was	an	enormous	barrier	of	hate	between	the	Jews	and	Samaritans.		The	Samaritans	were	despised	by	the	
Jews	 because	 they	 were	 seen	 as	 traitors	 and	 an	 impure	 race.	 	 When	 the	 Assyrians	 conquered	 the	 northern	
Kingdom	 in	 722	BC,	 rather	 than	 face	persecution	by	 staying	 true	 to	 their	 faith,	 like	many	of	 the	 Jews	did,	 the	
Samaritans	 cooperated	 with	 the	 invaders,	 and	 even	 blended	 into	 their	 culture---marrying	 them	 and	 adopting	
their	ways.	Rather	than	contaminate	themselves	by	passing	through	Samaritan	territory,	Jews	who	were	traveling	
from	 Judea	 to	 Galilee	 or	 vice	 versa	 would	 cross	 over	 the	 river	 Jordan,	 bypass	 Samaria	 by	 going	 through	
Transjordan,	 and	 cross	 over	 the	 river	 again	 as	 they	 neared	 their	 destination.	 The	 Samaritans	 of	 course	
reciprocated	the	hatred	of	the	Jews.	(Read	Luke	9:52-53).	But	Jesus	refused	to	do	this---Jesus	journeyed	straight	
through	Samaria.		By	His	teachings	and	actions,	Jesus	showed	us	a	better	way.		When	He	was	asked	to	define	just	
exactly	who	we	should	see	as	our	neighbor,	Jesus	told	the	story	of	the	Good	Samaritan.	The	scribe	who	asked	this	
question	was	honestly	seeking	the	truth.	Jesus	asked	him	what	was	written	in	the	law,	knowing	the	scribe	would	
know	 Leviticus	 19:18---“Do	 not	 seek	 revenge	or	 bear	 a	 grudge	against	 anyone	 among	 your	 people,	but	 love	
your	neighbor	as	yourself.	I	am	the	Lord.”		Jesus’	answer	makes	it	clear:	every	person	is	our	neighbor.	Our	love	
must	be	as	wide	as	the	love	of	God.	
	

• So,	who	is	our	neighbor?	
• Who	is	outside	the	love	and	mercy	of	God?	
• What	can	you	personally	do	to	reach	out	and	invite	all	people	to	Living	Word?	

	
Friday:	John	4:1-42	
Israel	is	only	120	miles	long	from	north	to	south.	But	within	that	120	miles	there	were	in	the	time	of	Jesus	three	
definite	divisions	of	territory.	In	the	extreme	north	lay	Galilee;	in	the	extreme	south	lay	Judea;	and	in	between	lay	
Samaria.	 Jesus	 did	 not	wish	 at	 this	 stage	 in	 his	ministry	 to	 be	 involved	 in	 a	 controversy	 about	 baptism;	 so	He	
decided	to	leave	Judea	and	return	to	Galilee.	The	quickest	way	from	Judaea	to	Galilee	lay	through	Samaria.	Using	
that	route,	the	journey	could	be	done	in	three	days.	But	the	Jews	refused	to	set	foot	in	Samaria,	so	they	would	
cross	the	Jordan,	go	up	the	eastern	side	of	the	river	to	avoid	Samaria,	recross	the	Jordan	north	of	Samaria	and	



then	enter	Galilee.	This	was	a	route	which	took	twice	as	long.	But	Jesus	did	not	share	the	prejudice	that	was	so	
common	among	the	Jews.		Jesus	went	right	into	Samaria.		

On	the	way	Jesus	and	the	disciples	came	to	the	town	of	Sychar.	Right	outside	the	village	there	stands	to	this	day	a	
well,	 known	 as	 Jacob’s	 well.	 There	 was	 a	 piece	 of	 ground	 there	 which	 had	 been	 bought	 by	 Jacob	 (Genesis	
33:18,	 19).	 Jacob,	 on	 his	 deathbed,	 had	 bequeathed	 that	 ground	 to	 Joseph	 (Genesis	 48:22).	 And,	 on	 Joseph’s	
death	in	Egypt,	his	body	had	been	taken	back	to	Palestine	and	buried	there	(Joshua	24:32).	So	this	area	was	rich	
in	tradition.	

The	well	itself	was	so	deep	that	no	one	could	gain	water	from	it	unless	he	had	something	with	which	to	draw	the	
water.		When	Jesus	and	His	disciples	came	to	the	fork	in	the	road	Jesus	sat	down	to	rest,	for	He	was	tired	with	the	
journey.	It	was	midday.	The	Jewish	day	runs	from	6	a.m.	to	6	p.m.	and	the	sixth	hour	is	twelve	o’clock	midday.	So	
the	heat	was	at	 its	greatest,	and	Jesus	was	tired	and	thirsty	from	travelling.	His	disciples	went	on	ahead	to	buy	
some	food	in	the	Samaritan	town.	Something	must	have	been	beginning	to	happen	to	them.	Before	they	had	met	
Jesus	they	would	never	have	even	thought	of	buying	 food	 in	any	Samaritan	town.	Little	by	 little,	perhaps	even	
unconsciously,	 the	barriers	were	going	down.	 	As	 Jesus	 sat	 there,	 there	came	 to	 the	well	 a	Samaritan	woman.		
This	 is	strange	behavior,	no	one	came	at	noon	to	get	water---you	needed	 it	 first	 thing	 in	the	morning,	and	you	
would	want	to	do	it	before	the	heat	of	the	day.		This	woman	came	at	noon	because	she	was	so	much	of	a	moral	
outcast	 that	 the	women	of	 the	 village	would	 not	 allow	her	 to	 come	when	 anyone	 else	would	 be	 there.	 Jesus	
asked	her	to	give	Him	a	drink.	She	was	stunned.	“I	am	a	Samaritan,”	she	said.	“You	are	a	Jew.	How	is	it	that	you	
ask	a	drink	from	me?”	And	then	John	explains	that	there	was	hatred	between	the	Jews	and	the	Samaritans.	

This	story	shows	us	the	humanity	of	Jesus.	Jesus	was	tired	from	walking	so	far,	and	He	sat	by	the	side	of	the	well	
exhausted.	It	is	very	significant	that	John	who	stresses	the	sheer	deity	of	Jesus	Christ	more	than	any	other	of	the	
gospel	writers	also	stresses	His	humanity	to	the	full.	John	shows	us	that	Jesus	was	just	like	you	and	me---He	got	
tired,	He	got	hot,	He	got	thirsty.	 	Do	you	think	He	ever	got	crabby?		It	also	shows	us	the	deep	compassion	that	
Jesus	had.	The	animosity	between	the	Jews	and	the	Samaritans	was	ancient.	More	than	700	years	before	Jesus,	
the	Assyrians	had	invaded	the	northern	kingdom	of	Samaria	and	had	captured	and	subjugated	it.	The	Jews	of	the	
northern	kingdom	began	to	inter-marry	with	the	incoming	foreigners;	and	adopt	their	ways---which	to	the	Jews	
was	an	unforgivable	crime.	They	lost	their	racial	purity.	In	a	strict	Jewish	household	even	to	this	day	if	a	son	or	a	
daughter	marries	a	Gentile,	his	or	her	funeral	service	is	carried	out.	Such	a	person	is	dead	in	the	eyes	of	orthodox	
Judaism.		

A	few	centuries	later,	the	southern	Kingdom	of	Israel	fell	as	well.		Its	inhabitants	were	carried	off	to	Babylon;	but	
they	 did	 not	 lose	 their	 identity;	 they	 remained	 stubbornly	 and	 unalterably	 Jewish---even	 though	 they	 were	
fiercely	persecuted	for	doing	so.	In	time	the	exiles	returned	to	Jerusalem	by	the	decree	of	the	Persian	king	Cyrus.	
Their	 immediate	 task	was	 to	 repair	 and	 rebuild	 the	 shattered	Temple.	 The	 Samaritans	 came	and	offered	 their	
help	in	this	sacred	task.	They	were	told	that	their	help	was	not	wanted.	They	had	lost	their	Jewish	heritage	and	
they	had	no	right	to	share	 in	the	rebuilding	of	the	house	of	God.	Wounded	by	this	hatred,	they	turned	bitterly	
against	the	Jews.	Little	wonder	that	the	Samaritan	woman	was	astonished	that	Jesus,	a	Jew,	should	speak	to	her,	
a	Samaritan.		But	there	was	still	another	way	in	which	Jesus	was	taking	down	the	barriers.	The	Samaritan	was	a	
woman.	The	strict	Rabbis	forbade	a	Rabbi	to	greet	a	woman	in	public.	A	Rabbi	might	not	even	speak	to	his	own	
wife	 or	 daughter	 or	 sister	 in	 public.	 There	 were	 even	 Pharisees	 who	 were	 called	 “The	 Bleeding	 Pharisees”	
because	they	shut	their	eyes	when	they	saw	a	woman	on	the	street	and	so	walked	into	walls	and	houses!	For	a	
Rabbi	 to	 be	 seen	 speaking	 to	 a	 woman	 in	 public	 was	 the	 end	 of	 his	 reputation—and	 yet	 Jesus	 spoke	 to	 this	
woman.	Not	only	was	she	a	woman;	she	was	also	a	woman	of	notorious	character.	No	decent	man,	 let	alone	a	
Rabbi,	would	have	been	seen	in	her	company,	or	even	exchanging	a	word	with	her—and	yet	Jesus	spoke	to	her.	

To	a	Jew	this	was	an	amazing	story.	Here	was	the	Son	of	God,	tired	and	weary	and	thirsty.	Here	was	the	holiest	of	
men,	 listening	 with	 understanding	 to	 a	 woman	 rejected	 even	 by	 her	 own	 people.	 Here	 was	 Jesus	 breaking	
through	the	barriers	of	nationality	and	orthodox	Jewish	custom.	Here	is	the	beginning	of	the	universality	of	the	
gospel;	here	is	God	loving	the	world,	not	in	theory,	but	in	action.	



• Who	are	our	Samaritans?		Would	Jesus	welcome	them?		Would	you?		Would	Living	Word?	

Saturday:	Matthew	8:5-13	
The	centurions	were	the	backbone	of	the	army.	In	a	Roman	legion	there	were	6,000	men;	the	legion	was	divided	
into	 sixty	 centuries,	 each	 containing	100	men,	 and	 in	 command	of	 each	 century	 there	was	 a	 centurion.	 These	
centurions	were	the	long-service,	regular	soldiers	of	the	Roman	army.	They	were	responsible	for	the	discipline	of	
the	regiment,	and	they	were	the	cement	which	held	the	army	together.	In	peace	and	in	war	alike	the	morale	of	
the	Roman	army	depended	on	them.	They	were	the	sergeant-majors	of	Rome.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	every	
centurion	mentioned	in	the	New	Testament	is	mentioned	with	honor.	There	was	the	centurion	who	recognized	
Jesus	on	the	Cross	as	the	Son	of	God.	There	was	Cornelius,	the	first	Gentile	convert	to	the	Christian	Church.	There	
was	the	centurion	who	suddenly	discovered	that	Paul	was	a	Roman	citizen,	and	who	rescued	him	from	the	fury	of	
the	rioting	mob.	There	was	the	centurion	who	was	informed	that	the	Jews	had	planned	to	murder	Paul	between	
Jerusalem	and	Caesarea,	and	who	took	steps	to	foil	their	plans.	There	was	the	centurion	whom	Felix	ordered	to	
look	after	Paul.	There	was	the	centurion	accompanying	Paul	on	his	last	journey	to	Rome,	who	treated	him	with	
every	courtesy,	and	accepted	him	as	leader	when	the	storm	struck	the	ship.		
	
But	there	was	something	very	special	about	the	centurion	at	Capernaum,	and	that	was	his	attitude	to	his	servant.	
This	servant	would	be	a	slave,	but	the	centurion	was	grieved	that	his	servant	was	ill	and	was	determined	to	do	
everything	in	his	power	to	save	him.	That	was	the	reverse	of	the	normal	attitude	of	master	to	slave.	In	the	Roman	
Empire	slaves	did	not	matter.	It	was	of	no	importance	to	anyone	if	they	suffered,	and	whether	they	lived	of	died.	
Aristotle,	talking	about	the	friendships	which	are	possible	in	life,	writes:	“There	can	be	no	friendship	nor	justice	
towards	 inanimate	 things;	 indeed,	 not	 even	 towards	 a	 horse	or	 an	ox,	 nor	 yet	 towards	 a	 slave	 as	 a	 slave.	 For	
master	and	slave	have	nothing	in	common;	a	slave	is	a	living	tool,	just	as	a	tool	is	an	inanimate	slave.”	A	slave	was	
no	 better	 than	 a	 thing.	 A	 slave	 had	 no	 legal	 rights	whatsoever;	 his	master	was	 free	 to	 treat	 him	 however	 he	
pleased.	This	centurion	was	an	unusual	man,	for	he	loved	his	slave.	It	might	be	that	it	was	his	unusual	gentleness	
and	 love	which	so	moved	 Jesus	when	 the	centurion	 first	asked	Him	 for	help.	The	Bible	 says	 that	 love	covers	a	
multitude	of	sins.	
		
Not	 only	was	 this	 centurion	 unusual	 in	 his	 attitude	 to	 his	 servant;	 he	was	 also	 a	man	 of	 an	 unusual	 faith.	 He	
wished	for	Jesus’	power	to	help	and	to	heal	his	servant,	but	there	was	one	problem.	He	was	a	Gentile	and	Jesus	
was	a	Jew,	and,	according	to	the	Jewish	law,	a	Jew	could	not	enter	the	house	of	a	Gentile	for	all	Gentile	dwelling-
places	were	unclean.	The	centurion	knew	this.	And	as	a	soldier,	he	knew	what	it	was	to	give	an	order	and	to	have	
that	order	carried	out;	so	he	said	to	Jesus,	“You	don’t	need	to	come	to	my	house;	I	am	not	fit	for	you	to	enter	my	
house;	all	you	have	to	do	 is	 to	speak	the	word	of	command,	and	that	command	will	be	obeyed.”	 	 In	response,	
Jesus	makes	 reference	 to	 a	 Jewish	messianic	 concept.	 The	 Jews	 believed	 that	 when	 the	Messiah	 came	 there	
would	be	a	great	banquet	at	which	all	Jews	would	sit	down	to	feast.	The	Jews	looked	forward	with	all	their	hearts	
to	this	Messianic	banquet;	but	it	never	for	a	moment	crossed	their	minds	that	any	Gentile	would	ever	sit	down	at	
it.	By	that	time	the	Gentiles	would	have	been	destroyed.	“The	nation	and	kingdom	that	will	not	serve	you	shall	
perish;	those	nations	shall	be	utterly	 laid	waste”	(Isaiah	60:12).	Yet	here	 is	 Jesus	saying	that	many	shall	come	
from	the	east	and	from	the	west,	and	sit	down	at	table	at	that	banquet.	 	Still	worse,	He	says	that	many	of	the	
sons	of	 the	kingdom	will	be	shut	out.	A	son	 is	an	heir;	 therefore,	 the	son	of	 the	kingdom	is	 the	man	who	 is	 to	
inherit	the	kingdom,	for	the	son	is	always	heir;	but	the	Jews	are	to	lose	their	inheritance.		
	
To	the	Jew	the	scandalous	thing	about	all	this	was	that	the	Gentile,	whom	he	expected	to	be	absolutely	shut	out,	
was	to	be	a	guest	at	the	Messianic	banquet,	and	the	Jew,	whom	he	expected	to	be	welcomed	with	open	arms,	is	
to	be	 shut	out	 in	 the	outer	darkness.	The	 tables	were	 to	be	 turned,	and	all	expectations	were	 to	be	 reversed.	
Jesus	taught	that	the	only	aristocracy	in	the	Kingdom	of	God	is	the	aristocracy	of	faith.	A	relationship	with	God	is	
not	the	possession	of	any	one	race;	Jesus	Christ	has	come	for	every	race.	So	Jesus	spoke	the	word	and	the	servant	
of	the	centurion	was	healed.	
		

• How	would	you	feel	if	you	heard	Jesus	say	that	Christians	were	not	invited	to	the	banquet	but	Muslims	were?	
• Why	were	the	Jews	not	invited?	
• Why	were	the	people	from	the	east	and	the	west	given	an	invitation?	



• What	makes	someone	welcome	or	not	welcome	at	the	banquet	of	God?	
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