
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(June	19-24,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Genesis	37:1-11	
I	think	that	“Dysfunctional	Family”	is	a	redundant	term.		Every	single	family	is	dysfunctional.		The	only	question	is	
how	dysfunctional	are	you?		Jacob’s	family	was	off	the	chart.	Without	even	trying	to	disguise	it,	Jacob	doted	on	
Joseph,	a	child	born	 from	his	 favorite	wife	Rachel,	a	child	born	 in	his	old	age.	 Jacob	 flaunted	his	 favoritism	 in	
front	of	his	other	children---purchasing	a	very	beautiful	and	expensive	coat	for	Joseph,	while	his	other	children	
had	 to	wear	worn	hand	me	downs.	Of	 course,	by	wearing	 such	a	 coat,	 Joseph	couldn't	do	any	 farm	work,	 so	
when	his	brothers	were	out	in	the	fields	sweating	like	pigs,	Joseph	was	sipping	a	glass	of	lemonade	in	the	shade	
with	his	father.		

If	that	was	not	bad	enough,	Joseph	used	to	spy	on	his	brothers,	and	tattle	to	Jacob	anytime	they	were	up	to	no	
good.		Joseph	was	of	course	despised	by	his	brothers	(and	not	without	good	reason!).	One	night	Joseph	had	a	
dream	where	the	sheaves	his	brothers	harvested	all	bowed	in	adoration	to	his	sheaf.		Shortly	thereafter	he	had	
another	dream,	and	this	time	the	sun,	moon,	and	stars	were	bowing	down	before	him.	To	show	how	arrogant	
Joseph	 was,	 it	 never	 even	 dawned	 on	 him	 that	 his	 brothers	 would	 object	 to	 these	 dreams.	 But	 they	 did	 of	
course,	and	they	hatched	a	plan	to	be	rid	of	this	obnoxious	dreamer	once	and	for	all.	One	day	Joseph	was	sent	
out	by	his	 father	to	check	on	his	brothers	as	they	tended	to	the	flocks	of	sheep	out	 in	the	blazing	heat.	From	
quite	a	distance	the	brothers	recognized	Joseph	drawing	closer	to	them	and	put	their	plan	into	action.	The	Bible	
says:	“So	when	Joseph	arrived,	his	brothers	ripped	off	the	beautiful	robe	he	was	wearing.		Then	they	grabbed	
him	and	threw	him	into	the	cistern.	Now	the	cistern	was	empty;	there	was	no	water	in	it.		Then,	just	as	they	
were	sitting	down	to	eat,	they	looked	up	and	saw	a	caravan	of	camels	in	the	distance	coming	toward	them.	It	
was	a	group	of	Ishmaelite	traders	taking	a	load	of	gum,	balm,	and	aromatic	resin	from	Gilead	down	to	Egypt.	
Judah	 said	 to	 his	 brothers,	 “What	 will	 we	 gain	 by	 killing	 our	 brother?	 We’d	 have	 to	 cover	 up	 the	
crime.		Instead	of	hurting	him,	let’s	sell	him	to	those	Ishmaelite	traders.	After	all,	he	is	our	brother—our	own	
flesh	and	blood!”	And	his	brothers	agreed.		So	when	the	 Ishmaelites,	who	were	Midianite	traders,	came	by,	
Joseph’s	 brothers	 pulled	 him	 out	 of	 the	 cistern	 and	 sold	 him	 to	 them	 for	 twenty	 pieces	of	 silver.	 And	 the	
traders	took	him	to	Egypt.”	(Genesis	37:23-28)		

In	order	 to	 conceal	 their	 crime,	 the	brothers	dipped	 Joseph's	garment	 into	 the	blood	of	a	goat	and	 sent	 it	 to	
their	father.	Inspecting	it,	father	Jacob	said,	"That's	my	son's	clothes.	He	was	eaten	by	a	wild	beast”.	Jacob	was	
destroyed	and	vowed	that	he	would	go	to	his	grave	mourning	his	favorite.	You	think	your	family	is	dysfunctional!		
The	father	showed	blatant	favoritism.	The	brothers	were	filled	with	hatred	and	jealousy	towards	their	younger	
brother.	 The	 younger	 brother	was	 insensitive,	 unable	 to	 read	 the	 hearts	 of	 his	 brothers.	Different	 twists	 and	
turns	of	sin	were	working	against	each	other,	but	in	the	end,	everyone	suffered.		

• What	was	the	meaning	of	Joseph’s	first	dream?	
• What	was	the	meaning	of	the	second	dream?	What	purpose	did	those	dreams	have?		
• How	did	Joseph’s	brothers	and	father	react	to	his	dreams?	
• Were	his	dreams	from	God?		
• Have	you	ever	had	God	speak	to	you	in	a	dream?	

	
Tuesday:	Romans	8:29-30	
Predestination	 has	 been	 an	 enormous	 sticking	 point	 for	 the	 Christian	 Church---and	 remains	 so	 even	 today---
there	 are	 two	main	 theologic	 interpretations---Calvinism	 and	Arminian.	 The	Greek	word	 for	 predestination	 is	
from	“proorizo”	which	means:	“to	limit	in	advance,	i.e.	(figuratively)	predetermine.”	Jesus	never	uses	the	word,	
and	the	word	appears	in	the	New	Testament	in	only	six	passages;	(Acts	4:28,	Romans	8:29-30,	1Corinthians	2:7,	
Ephesians	 1:5,	 Ephesians	 1:11).	 It	 is	 imperative	 to	 note	 that	 in	 none	 of	 these	 passages	 does	 predestination	
regard	who	 gets	 picked	 to	 be	 saved	 and	who	 doesn't.	 On	 the	 contrary,	 it	 typically	 regards	 the	 fortunes	 and	
prospects	of	those	who,	of	their	own	volition,	choose	to	trust	the	Gospel,	and	as	a	result	of	their	choice,	become	
eligible	for	certain	pre-arranged	benefits.	



	
According	to	John	Calvin,	predestination	is:		
Predestination	we	call	the	eternal	decree	of	God,	by	which	He	hath	determined	in	Himself	what	He	would	have	
to	become	of	every	individual	of	mankind.	For	they	are	not	all	created	with	a	similar	destiny;	but	eternal	life	is	
foreordained	for	some,	and	eternal	damnation	for	others.	
—	John	Calvin,	from	Institutes	of	the	Christian	Religion	
Total	Depravity	(also	known	as	Total	Inability	and	Original	Sin)	
Unconditional	Election	
Limited	Atonement	(also	known	as	Particular	Atonement)	
Irresistible	Grace	
Perseverance	of	the	Saints	(aka	Once	Saved	Always	Saved)		
	
John	Wesley,	as	the	chief	proponent	of	Arminian	thought,	vehemently	disagreed	with	Calvin’s	interpretation	of	
predestination.	In	his	sermon,	“On	Predestination”	Wesley	wrote:		
	
“The	more	frequently	and	carefully	I	have	considered	it,	the	more	I	have	been	inclined	to	think	that	the	apostle	
is	 not	 here	 (as	many	 have	 supposed)	 describing	 a	 chain	 of	 causes	 and	 effects;	 (this	 does	 not	 seem	 to	 have	
entered	 into	 his	 heart;)	 but	 simply	 showing	 the	method	 in	which	God	works;	 the	 order	 in	which	 the	 several	
branches	 of	 salvation	 constantly	 follow	 each	 other.	 And	 this,	 I	 apprehend,	 will	 be	 clear	 to	 any	 serious	 and	
impartial	inquirer,	surveying	the	work	of	God	either	forward	or	backward;	either	from	the	beginning	to	the	end	
or	from	the	end	to	the	beginning.		
	
And,	 first,	 let	 us	 look	 forward	 on	 the	 whole	 work	 of	 God	 in	 the	 salvation	 of	 man;	 considering	 it	 from	 the	
beginning,	the	first	point,	till	 it	terminates	 in	glory.	The	first	point	is	the	foreknowledge	of	God.	God	foreknew	
those	 in	every	nation,	 those	who	would	believe,	 from	the	beginning	of	 the	world	 to	 the	consummation	of	all	
things.	But,	in	order	to	throw	light	upon	this	dark	question,	it	should	be	well	observed,	that	when	we	speak	of	
God's	foreknowledge,	we	do	not	speak	according	to	the	nature	of	things,	but	after	the	manner	of	men.	For,	if	we	
speak	properly,	there	is	no	such	thing	as	either	foreknowledge	or	afterknowledge	in	God.	All	time,	or	rather	all	
eternity,	 (for	 the	children	of	men,)	being	present	to	him	at	once,	he	does	not	know	one	thing	 in	one	point	of	
view	from	everlasting	to	everlasting.	As	all	time,	with	everything	that	exists	therein,	is	present	with	him	at	once,	
so	he	sees	at	once,	whatever	was	 is,	or	will	be,	 to	 the	end	of	 time.	But	observe:	We	must	not	 think	 they	are	
because	he	knows	them.	No:	he	knows	them	because	they	are.	Just	as	I	(if	one	may	be	allowed	to	compare	the	
things	of	men	with	the	deep	things	of	God)	now	know	the	sun	shines:	Yet	the	sun	does	not	shine	because	I	know	
it,	but	I	know	it	because	he	shines.	My	knowledge	supposes	the	sun	to	shine;	but	does	not	in	anywise	cause	it.	In	
like	manner,	God	knows	that	man	sins;	for	he	knows	all	things:	Yet	we	do	not	sin	because	he	knows	it,	but	he	
knows	it	because	we	sin;	and	his	knowledge	supposes	our	sin,	but	does	not	in	anywise	cause	it.	In	a	word,	God,	
looking	on	all	ages,	from	the	creation	to	the	consummation,	as	a	moment,	and	seeing	at	once	whatever	is	in	the	
hearts	of	all	the	children	of	men,	knows	everyone	that	does	or	does	not	believe,	in	every	age	or	nation.	Yet	what	
he	knows,	whether	faith	or	unbelief,	is	in	nowise	caused	by	his	knowledge.	Men	are	as	free	in	believing	or	not	
believing	as	if	he	did	not	know	it	at	all.	
	
Indeed,	if	man	were	not	free,	he	could	not	be	accountable	either	for	his	thoughts,	word,	or	actions.	If	he	were	
not	 free,	he	would	not	be	capable	either	of	 reward	or	punishment;	he	would	be	 incapable	either	of	virtue	or	
vice,	of	being	either	morally	good	or	bad.	If	he	had	no	more	freedom	than	the	sun,	the	moon,	or	the	stars,	he	
would	be	no	more	accountable	than	them.	On	supposition	that	he	had	no	more	freedom	than	them,	the	stones	
of	the	earth	would	be	as	capable	of	reward,	and	as	liable	to	punishment,	as	man:	One	would	be	as	accountable	
as	the	other.	Yea,	and	it	would	be	as	absurd	to	ascribe	either	virtue	or	vice	to	him	as	to	ascribe	it	to	the	stock	of	
a	tree.”	
	



Calvinists	believe	absolute	predestination;	Arminians	believe	 in	conditional	predestination.	Calvinists	hold	that	
God	has	absolutely	decreed,	 from	all	eternity	 to	save	 the	elect	and	no	others.	Christ	died	 for	 those	 that	have	
been	randomly	chosen	by	God	and	no	one	else.	Arminians,	on	the	other	hand,	hold	that	God	has	decreed,	from	
all	eternity	that	salvation	is	available	to	every	single	human	being,	but	the	salvation	God	offers	us	in	Christ	must	
be	 accepted.	 Those	 who	 accept	 Christ	 as	 Savior	 will	 be	 saved,	 those	 who	 do	 not	 accept	 Christ	 will	 be	
condemned.		
	

•			What	difference	does	it	make	to	us	what	we	believe	about	predestination?	
•			If	God	has	already	decided	who	will	be	saved	and	who	will	not	be	saved---what	is	the	purpose	of	evangelism?			
•			If	God	dictates	everything	ahead	of	time,	why	would	God	then	condemn	us	for	doing	what	God	predestined	us	

to	do?	
	
Wednesday:	John	3:16-17	
There	 can	 be	 no	 doubt	 that	 John	 3:16	 is	 the	 most	 quoted,	 and	 most	 recognized	 text	 in	 the	 entire	 New	
Testament.	And	not	without	good	reason.		In	this	passage,	Jesus	teaches	us	that	the	initiative	in	all	salvation	lies	
with	God.	Sometimes	Christianity	portrays	the	Son	as	a	gentle,	loving,	forgiving	Jesus.	Sometimes	we	present	the	
Christian	message	in	such	a	way	that	it	sounds	as	if	Jesus	did	something	which	changed	the	attitude	of	God	from	
condemnation	to	forgiveness.	But	here	Jesus	teaches	us	that	God	is	the	one	who	initiated	our	salvation---God	is	
the	one	who	became	incarnate	and	came	to	earth	to	save	us	from	our	sins.		At	the	back	of	everything	is	the	love	
of	God.		The	incredible	thing	about	this	passage	is	that	it	shows	us	God	acting	not	for	God’s	own	sake,	but	for	
ours,	not	to	satisfy	God’s	desire	for	justice,	but	to	offer	us	grace,	mercy,	and	love.	Jesus	teaches	us	that	God	is	
the	Father	who	cannot	be	happy	until	His	wandering	children	have	all	come	home.	God’s	will	 is	 for	ALL	of	his	
children---not	just	a	portion	that	have	been	predestined---for	ALL	children	to	come	home.		
	
Finally,	 Jesus	teaches	us	that	 it	 is	 the	world	that	God	 loved	so	much.	 It	was	not	a	nation;	 it	was	not	the	good	
people;	 it	was	 not	 only	 the	 people	who	 loved	 him;	 it	was	 THE	WORLD.	 The	 unlovable	 and	 the	 unlovely,	 the	
lonely	who	have	no	one	else	to	love	them,	the	one	who	loves	God	and	the	one	who	never	thinks	of	God---all	are	
included	in	this	vast	inclusive	love	of	God.	As	Augustine	said:	“God	loves	each	one	of	us	as	if	there	was	only	one	
of	us	to	love.”		The	center	of	the	Gospel	is	that	Jesus	calls	us,	pursues	us,	and	seeks	to	persuade	us	to	accept	the	
amazing	love	and	grace	of	God.	We	seek	to	live	our	lives	our	way	and	not	God’s	Way,	yet	God’s	love	is	there	for	
us	to	grab	hold	of.	God	does	not	want	us	to	be	damned,	to	die	or	suffer;	God	wants	us	to	have	a	good,	joyful,	
and	triumphant	life!		Human	love	is	conditional	and	provisional,	but	God's	love	has	no	limits	or	conditions.	Like	
any	gift	 to	be	brought	 to	a	person,	he/she	has	 to	 reach	out,	open	 it,	and	use	 it	 to	make	 it	work.	So	 it	 is	with	
God's	grace.	We	are	the	ones	who	put	conditions	on	God’s	gift	of	love	and	grace!	Remember:	God's	love	is	not	
the	love	of	our	feeble	standards.	God’s	love	is	real	and	effectual	and	eternal!	
	

•			According	to	Jesus,	for	whom	did	God	send	Jesus	into	the	world?	
•			According	to	Jesus,	did	God	send	Jesus	to	save	the	world	or	condemn	the	world?	
•			According	to	Jesus,	God’s	motivating	reason	for	sending	Jesus	was	what?	
•			How	can	this	teaching	of	Jesus	be	reconciled	with	Calvin’s	understanding	of	predestination?	
	
Thursday:	1	Timothy	2:1-6	
There	is	probably	no	clearer	passage	in	the	Bible	than	this	to	stress	the	universality	of	the	gospel.	Prayer	is	to	be	
made	for	all	people;	God	is	the	Savior	who	wishes	all	people	to	be	saved;	Jesus	gave	His	life	as	a	ransom	for	all	
people.	This	is	a	teaching	we	see	in	the	New	Testament	again	and	again.	Through	Christ	God	was	reconciling	the	
world	to	Himself	(2	Corinthians	5:18-19).	God	so	loved	the	world	that,	He	gave	His	Son	(John	3:16).	The	gospel	
includes	every	economic	class.	The	billionaire	CEO	and	the	penniless	homeless	person	are	the	ones	God	wants	to	
save.	The	brain	surgeon	and	the	most	intellectually	challenged	person,	the	most	morally	upright	person,	and	the	
seediest	sinner	are	included	in	God’s	love	and	grace.		Within	the	gospel	there	are	no	class	distinctions;	all	people	
are	included	in	the	limitless	embrace	of	God’s	love.	



	
A	terrible,	erroneous	theology	is	prevalent	in	the	church	today---a	theology	that	teaches	that	only	the	good,	the	
upright,	the	morally	sound	person	is	welcome	to	be	a	part	of	God’s	church,	God’s	family.	But	the	New	Testament	
is	clear	that	the	Church	exists	for	the	sake	of	sinners.	
	

•			How	do	verses	5-6	support	Paul’s	statement	in	verse	4	that	“God	desires	all	people	to	be	saved”?	
•	 	 	 In	verse	6,	Paul	tells	us	that	Christ	“gave	Himself	for	a	ransom	for	all”?	What	does	the	imagery	of	a	“ransom”	

teach	us	about	ourselves	and	our	Savior	(Read	Mark	10:45;	Colossians	1:13-14;	Titus	2:4;	1	Peter	1:18-19)?	
	
Friday:	Ephesians	2:1-10	
John	Wesley	taught	that	God	is	the	one	who	initiates	the	act	of	salvation.	Prevenient	grace	is	a	term	for	all	the	
ways	in	which	God’s	grace	comes	into	our	lives	prior	to	conversion.	Prevenient	grace	literally	means,	“the	grace	
that	comes	before”,	comes	before	any	acknowledgment	on	our	part	that	there	even	is	a	God,	let	alone	that	we	
wish	 to	 have	 a	 relationship	 with	 this	 God.	 One	 of	 the	 ways	 in	 which	 the	 Methodist-Wesleyan	 tradition	 is	
sometimes	misunderstood	 by	 those	 in	 other	 traditions	 is	 in	 regard	 to	 our	 doctrine	 of	 sin.	 It	may	 come	 as	 a	
surprise	 to	some	of	our	Reformed	readers	 that	 the	doctrine	of	 total	depravity	 (the	 famous	T	 in	 the	Calvinistic	
TULIP)	 is	shared	by	Wesleyans	and	Methodists	 just	as	ardently	as	by	Calvinists.	Methodists,	 like	our	Reformed	
brothers	and	 sisters,	believe	 that	 salvation	 is	 impossible	without	a	 free	and	prior	act	of	God	on	behalf	of	 the	
sinner.	Total	depravity	means	that	we	are	dead	in	our	sins	and	therefore	cannot	help	or	assist	ourselves.	We	are	
dead	 in	 our	 trespasses	 and	 sins	 (Ephesians	 2:5).	Methodists	 affirm	 this	 truth.	However,	Methodists	 take	 very	
seriously	the	theological	tension	which	exists	between,	on	the	one	hand,	the	clear	teaching	of	Scripture	that	we	
are	dead	in	our	sins	and	totally	void	of	any	ability	to	save	ourselves	and	the	universal	call	to	the	Gospel	which	
requires	us	to	respond	to	God’s	invitation	to	life.	Since	spiritually	dead	people	have	no	capacity	to	respond,	it	is	
clear	that	God	is	sharing	grace	with	us	in	countless	ways	prior	to	our	conversion.	Prevenient	grace	provides	the	
link	between	human	depravity	and	universal	call.	The	important	difference	between	Methodists	and	Reformed	
Christians	 is	 not	 on	 the	 fact	 of	 depravity,	 but	 on	whether	 God’s	 prior	 action	 is	 limited	 to	 the	 elect	 (Calvin’s	
Limited	 Atonement	 –	 the	 L	 in	 the	 TULIP)	 or	 as	Wesley	 taught	 is	 universal.	Methodists	 believe	 that	 God	 has	
universally	acted	on	behalf	of	all	humankind.	We	believe	that	Christ,	as	the	Second	Adam,	rescued	the	human	
race	with	an	act	of	grace	which	grants	them	the	capacity	to	accept	or	reject	the	good	news	of	the	Gospel	when	it	
is	 proclaimed.	 Wesleyans	 believe	 that	 if	 the	 doctrine	 of	 human	 depravity	 is	 not	 linked	 to	 God’s	 action	 in	
prevenient	grace,	then	it	makes	God	either	unjust	or	the	author	of	evil,	neither	of	which	fits	with	a	biblical	view	
of	God.	For,	 if	a	spiritually	dead	person	is	 incapable	of	responding	to	God’s	call,	then	upon	what	basis	 is	he	or	
she	held	accountable	for	sin?	Prevenient	grace	demonstrates	how	we	can	be	totally	depraved,	yet	given	grace	to	
respond	and,	if	we	do	not	respond,	can	be	held	fully	accountable	for	our	disbelief.	
	
For	Methodists,	prevenient	grace	 is	the	bridge	between	human	depravity	and	the	free	exercise	of	human	will.	
Prevenient	grace	lifts	the	human	race	out	of	its	depravity	and	grants	us	the	capacity	to	respond	further	to	God’s	
grace.	Wesleyan	thought	affirms	that	God	has	taken	the	initiative	to	create	a	universal	capacity	for	the	human	
race	 to	 receive	 grace.	 Many,	 of	 course,	 still	 resist	 God’s	 will	 and	 persist	 in	 rebellion	 against	 God.	 Perhaps	
prevenient	 grace	 is	 summed	 up	 best	 by	 the	 famous	 interruption	 to	 a	missionary	who	was	 lecturing	 in	 Africa	
about	 how	 the	 missionaries	 brought	 the	 Gospel	 to	 Africa.	 The	 African	 believer	 interrupted	 and	 said,	 “The	
missionaries	 did	 not	 bring	 the	 Gospel	 to	 Africa;	 God	 brought	 the	 missionaries	 to	 Africa.”	 Wesleyans	 fully	
embrace	the	importance	of	human	decision	and	the	exercise	of	the	will.	However,	this	 is	not	possible	without	
God’s	prior	action	of	love.	
	

•			What	does	the	total	depravity	of	humanity	mean?	
•			Define	Prevenient	Grace.	
•			What	is	the	theological	problem	if	God’s	grace	is	limited	to	those	God	has	elected?	
•			What	does	it	mean	that	Christ	is	the	Second	Adam?	

	



Saturday:	2	Peter	3:1-9	
Peter	is	writing	to	get	his	people	thinking	about	Christ,	not	the	trends	of	the	day,	not	the	new	philosophies,	false	
teachers,	or	the	scoffers.	He	wants	them	(and	therefore	us)	focused	on	Christ	and	the	hope	Christ	brings.	Our	
thinking/beliefs/decisions	need	to	be	based	on	Christ,	and	not	on	what	we	want	or	how	we	think	things	should	
be.	This	sounds	easy,	but	in	truth,	it	entails	a	lot	of	trust	in	God,	and	it	means	we	must	choose	to	focus	on	hope.	
God	wants	us	to	understand	that	in	Christ	we	have	a	real,	true	hope---not	a	pie	in	the	sky	fantasy	dream,	but	an	
honest	 tangible	hope	based	upon	what	Christ	 has	done	 for	us,	what	Christ	 is	 doing	 for	us,	 and	ultimately	on	
what	Christ	will	do	for	us.	Peter	is	reminding	us	that	we	have	the	responsibility	to	know	this	trust	and	hope	and	
put	both	into	our	life	and	practice	them.	
	
What	 Christ	 will	 do	 for	 us	 is	 His	 Second	 Coming.	 Yet,	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 our	 great	 hope,	 there	 will	 be	 great	
distracters	who	seek	to	derail	us	from	following	Christ	by	planting	fears,	and	false	beliefs.	If	a	false	teacher	can't	
get	you	to	see	a	variant	view	of	a	skewed	truth,	they	will	turn	and	ridicule	real	truth.	Thus,	they	will	get	you	to	
laugh	at	 the	truth	to	demean	 it	so	you	will	not	take	 it	seriously.	Scoffing	puts	the	 item	being	scoffed	at	down	
while	it	lifts	up	the	scoffer.	Pride	is	at	the	base	of	this,	which	is	always	the	way	Satan	works.	They	will	say,	"Do	
you	 really	believe	 that?	How	can	you	 take	 that	 seriously?"	We	are	 to	 see	where	 their	arguments	 come	 from,	
mainly	faulty	thinking	and	conniving	agendas	causing	us	to	forget	God's	promises	and	even	His	past	provisions.	
	
Peter	is	restating	his	purpose	of	being	an	encourager	and,	at	the	same	time,	is	shepherding	his	flock.	A	shepherd	
protects	 his	 sheep.	 If	 the	 sheep	 run	 astray,	 the	 shepherd	 will	 not	 rest	 until	 they	 are	 safely	 back	 in	 the	 fold	
again.		Sheep	are	not	the	smartest	critters	on	the	planet,	and	will	often	walk	right	into	the	jaws	of	danger---so	a	
shepherd	must	 protect	 the	 sheep	 from	 the	wolves	 that	will	 hurt	 them,	 even	 if	 the	 sheep	willingly	 follow	 the	
wolves.	 A	 pastor	 needs	 to	 protect	 the	 flock	 from	 false	 teachers,	 even	 if	 the	 flock	 willingly	 follows	 the	 false	
teachers.	If	left	on	their	own,	the	sheep	will	fall	prey	to	popular	teachings	that	are	misleading,	counterfeit,	and	
dangerous.	Pastors	have	to	be	proactive	and	engage	the	enemy,	even	the	ones	in	our	own	flock.	However,	we	
are	called	to	act	and	to	do	so	within	the	Fruit	of	the	Spirit	and	love,	carrying	a	staff	to	remove	the	wolves	that	
desire	to	carry	off	our	flock.	
	

•			Where	does	your	thinking	need	to	be	stimulated?	How	does	remembering	what	our	Lord	has	done	for	you	in	the	
past	help	strengthen	your	faith	for	the	future?	

•			How	important	is	the	"Second	Coming"	to	you	concerning	how	you	live	your	life?	
•			How	and	why	does	 laughing	at	a	 truth	demean	 it,	 causing	us	not	 to	 take	 it	 seriously?	Can	you	give	a	modern	

example	of	someone	scoffing	about	Christianity?	
•			What	does	it	mean	to	be	established	in	your	faith?	How	does	keeping	your	mind	in	Him	enable	you	to	practice	

His	precepts,	character,	and	maturity?	What	blocks	this	from	happening	in	you?	
•			Have	you	ever	thought	that	God	seems	slow?	What	needs	to	take	place	so	we	can	understand	that	we	can	have	

patience	and	trust	in	God	and	His	timing?	
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