
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(June	26-July	1,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Genesis	39	
There	is	a	very	popular;	but	terribly	erroneous	theology	today	that	basically	believes	that	faith	is	like	an	algebraic	
formula:	a+b=c.		A	is	the	goodness	of	God;	b	is	being	a	good	person,	and	c	is	an	immunity	to	bad	things.		In	other	
words,	 this	 theology	 believes	 that	 bad	 things	 will	 not	 happen	 to	 good	 people;	 because	 if	 we	 are	 “good”;	 God	
“owes”	us	a	healthy,	wealthy	and	wise	life.		This	theology	is	so	widely	believed	that	I	have	known	many	people	who	
left	 the	 church	 and	 even	 turned	 their	 back	 on	 God	 because	 they	 considered	 themselves	 good	 people,	 and	 bad	
things	happened	to	them,	therefore	God	had	failed	them.		This	theology	is	very	popular,	but	it	is	not	biblical,	and	it	
is	flat	out	wrong.	
	
Was	Joseph	more	blessed	by	God	or	more	successful	when	he	was	at	the	top	of	Potiphar’s	household	than	when	he	
was	in	the	dungeon?	Clearly	not!		We	are	mistaken	when	we	think	that	if	everything	is	going	well,	God	is	blessing	
us,	 but	 that	when	 trials	 or	 problems	hit,	 He	 has	withdrawn	His	 blessing.	His	 blessing	 isn’t	 necessarily	 related	 to	
favorable	circumstances.		Joseph’s	circumstances	in	the	prison	were	anything	but	favorable,	at	least	at	first.	Psalm	
105:18	gives	us	a	glimpse	of	reality	when	it	states,	“They	bruised	his	feet	with	shackles,	his	neck	was	put	in	irons.”	
The	 dungeon	 was	 most	 likely	 beneath	 Potiphar’s	 house	 (Genesis	 40:3),	 probably	 with	 no	 windows,	 a	 dark	 and	
unpleasant	place,	especially	if	you	had	irons	on	your	feet	and	neck!	
	
For	a	while,	 Joseph	must	have	wondered	what	was	going	on.	He	had	been	obedient	 to	 the	 Lord	 in	 resisting	 the	
advances	of	Potiphar’s	wife.	He	knew	 that	God	had	 spoken	 to	him	 in	his	dreams	years	ago,	 about	how	 the	 sun,	
moon,	and	stars	would	bow	down	to	him.	But	where	was	God	now?	Why	was	this	happening?	He	must	have	felt	
like	Tavye	in	“Fiddler	on	the	Roof,”	who	says,	“Lord,	I	know	that	we	are	the	chosen	people.”	But	as	he	considers	the	
trials	the	Jews	have	gone	through,	he	looks	up	toward	heaven	and	pleads,	“Couldn’t	You	choose	someone	else	for	a	
change?”	Most	of	us	have	felt	like	that:	“If	this	is	God’s	blessing,	what	must	His	curse	be	like?”	
	
But	 God’s	 blessing	 often	 comes	 through	 trials.	 Every	 person	 God	 uses	 must	 go	 through	 times	 of	 training	 and	
testing,	where	character	is	refined.	You	see	it	in	Moses,	who	was	the	most	competent,	gifted	man	you	could	have	
chosen	 to	 lead	 Israel,	 a	man	 trained	 in	 all	 the	 knowledge	of	 the	Egyptians.	But	he	had	 to	 spend	40	 years	 in	 the	
wilderness	in	order	to	be	trained	in	the	ways	of	the	Lord	before	he	could	lead	God’s	people	to	Canaan.	
	
You	see	the	same	thing	in	David,	the	man	after	God’s	heart.	He	was	a	teenager	when	the	prophet	Samuel	anointed	
him	as	the	future	king.	He	was	still	in	his	teens	when	he	slew	Goliath.	Yet	he	had	to	spend	his	twenties	running	as	a	
fugitive	from	the	mad	King	Saul	before	he	was	ready	at	30	to	lead	the	nation.	
	
You	see	the	same	thing	in	the	apostle	Paul.	When	he	was	converted,	he	was	a	scholar	of	the	Hebrew	Scriptures.	In	
our	day,	we	probably	would	have	him	teaching	in	a	seminary	within	a	few	years.	But	God	sent	him	into	Arabia	for	
two	or	 three	 years	 and	 then	 into	 obscurity	 in	 Tarsus.	 It	was	 about	 ten	 years	 after	 his	 conversion	 that	 he	 finally	
began	to	minister	with	Barnabas	in	Antioch,	where	the	Lord	began	to	use	his	mighty	gifts.	If	you’ve	read	his	epistles	
and	the	book	of	Acts,	you	know	that	the	training	didn’t	end	there.	Throughout	his	ministry,	Paul	was	continually	
trained	in	the	school	of	Christ	through	many	trials.	
	
You	can	even	see	the	same	thing	in	the	life	of	our	Lord	Jesus.		Part	of	the	flaw	of	this	theology	is	the	arrogant	belief	
that	we	are	“good”.		Are	we	good?		Have	you	ever	chosen	something	selfish	over	something	noble?		Have	you	ever	
hurt	 someone	with	words	or	 actions?	 	Have	 you	ever	 lied?	 	Have	 you	ever	 let	 someone	down?	 	Unless	 you	are	
completely	delusional,	you	would	have	answered	“yes”	 to	every	single	one	of	 those	questions.	 	Does	 that	sound	
like	a	good	person	to	you?		Our	Savior	Jesus	is	the	only	human	being	who	has	ever	truly	been	good.		And	yet;	even	
though	He	really	was	good,	He	suffered	terribly---far	more	than	we	have!	In	terms	of	modern	standards	of	success,	
we	would	have	to	admit	that	Jesus	didn’t	make	it.	He	alienated	the	religious	leaders.	He	only	ministered	for	three	
years	and	left	behind	a	ragtag	band	of	confused	followers	when	He	was	put	to	death	in	the	most	horrendous	way	



possible.	 If	God’s	 blessing	means	 favorable	 circumstances,	 large	 numbers,	 and	 everything	 going	 your	way,	 Jesus	
wasn’t	blessed.	
	
We	 each	 need	 to	 recognize	 that	 God	 is	 using	 our	 circumstances	 to	 shape	 us	 into	 the	 image	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 In	
Joseph’s	story,	it’s	obvious	(to	us,	not	to	Joseph)	how	God	was	using	these	trials	to	shape	Joseph	into	a	mature	man	
of	God	who	could	handle	the	success	which	later	would	be	thrust	upon	him.		But	what	if	Joseph	hadn’t	submitted	
to	God’s	hand	in	these	trials?	What	if	he	had	sat	in	jail,	complaining,	“It’s	just	not	fair!	If	that’s	how	God	is	going	to	
treat	me	when	I	obey	Him,	then	I’m	not	going	to	obey	Him!”	If	Joseph	had	responded	like	that,	he	wouldn’t	have	
been	ready	for	the	job	God	had	for	him	a	few	years	down	the	road.	I	think	that	Joseph	must	have	clung	to	God	in	
faith	while	he	was	in	that	dungeon,	praying,	“God,	You	promised	me	through	my	dreams	a	position	of	importance.	I	
don’t	understand	how	this	dungeon	fits	in	with	that,	but	I	trust	that	You	know	what	You’re	doing.”	
	
That’s	 how	 we	 need	 to	 trust	 God	 when	 we’re	 in	 the	 dungeons	 of	 life.	 Someone	 has	 said,	 “Interpret	 your	
circumstances	by	God’s	 love,	not	God’s	 love	by	your	circumstances.”	 It’s	crucial	 that	each	of	us	 learns	 to	 turn	 to	
God,	not	away	from	Him,	in	a	time	of	suffering.	Just	because	you’re	going	through	trials	doesn’t	mean	that	God	has	
withdrawn	His	blessing.	It	means	that	He	is	training	you	to	become	like	His	Son.	
	

• Deep	down,	do	you	ever	fall	into	the	trap	of	thinking	that	it	is	not	“fair”	when	bad	things	happen	to	you?	
• Do	you	believe	that	goodness	should	bring	about	a	pleasant	and	easy	life?	
• Did	Jesus	have	an	easy	life?	
• Did	St.	Paul	have	an	easy	life?	

	
Tuesday:	Genesis	39:19-23	
If	you	are	a	Christian,	you	know	your	sins	have	been	forgiven	through	the	sacrificial	death	of	Jesus	Christ.	 	God’s	
grace	in	Christ	has	washed	you	clean,	and	you	are	blessed	by	God.		But	that	doesn’t	mean	that	there	isn’t	more	that	
you	could	be	experiencing	 from	the	Lord.	Nor	does	 it	mean	 that	 if	 you	maintain	your	 integrity,	you	can	demand	
God’s	blessing	as	your	due.	Even	when	we’ve	done	what	we	ought,	we	can	only	say,	“We’re	unworthy	slaves”	(Luke	
17:10).	

We	see	this	in	Genesis	39:21,	where	it	states	that	the	Lord	...	“extended	kindness	to	[Joseph],	and	gave	him	favor	in	
the	sight	of	 the	chief	 jailer.”	“Kindness”	and	“favor”	both	point	 to	God’s	unmerited	 favor,	or	grace.	Even	 though	
Joseph	walked	uprightly	before	God,	he	could	not	demand	God’s	kindness	and	favor	as	his	right,	but	only	accept	it	
as	 undeserved	 grace.	 	 It’s	 important	 that	 you	 catch	 this	 distinction	 because	 it	 has	 everything	 to	 do	 with	 your	
attitude	when	you’re	 treated	unfairly.	And	the	right	attitude	 is	central	 to	 integrity.	 If	you	think,	“I’ve	been	good,	
therefore,	God	must	bless	me	by	making	me	immune	to	painful	things”	you’ll	develop	a	bitter	attitude	when	that	
doesn’t	happen.	But	if	you	think,	“As	far	as	I	know,	I	have	confessed	all	my	sins	and	there	is	nothing	between	me	
and	 God	 or	 between	me	 and	 any	 other	 person.	 But	 even	 so,	 I’m	 still	 an	 unworthy	 sinner,	 and	 I	 can’t	 demand	
anything	from	God.	Any	goodness	He	bestows	upon	me	is	due	to	His	mercy	and	love.”	Then,	you’ll	maintain	your	
integrity	before	God	and	experience	His	blessing,	even	in	the	midst	of	trials.	

Let’s	face	it,	Joseph	could	have	developed	a	rotten	attitude.	He	had	been	terribly	mistreated	by	his	brothers.	After	a	
few	years,	he	had	finally	overcome	that	by	rising	to	the	top	 in	Potiphar’s	house.	He	obeyed	the	Lord	by	resisting	
Potiphar’s	 wife,	 only	 to	 be	 thrown	 into	 this	 dungeon.	 It	 wouldn’t	 be	 hard	 to	 imagine	 him	 being	 a	 difficult,	
disagreeable	 prisoner.	 Yet	 I	 believe	 that	 Joseph	 was	 an	 agreeable,	 cheerful	 prisoner	 who	 did	 his	 duties	 with	 a	
positive	attitude.	If	he	had	been	disagreeable,	the	jailer	wouldn’t	have	promoted	him	as	he	did.	

• How	is	your	attitude	when	you’re	treated	unfairly	at	work,	at	home,	or	at	school?	You	have	a	choice:	You	can	either	
become	sullen	and	disagreeable,	angry	at	God	and	at	the	world.	Or,	you	can	think,	“God	doesn’t	owe	me	anything	
but	judgment,	yet	He’s	shown	me	so	much	mercy.”	And	you	can	be	cheerful	and	agreeable,	doing	your	work	with	
gladness	in	your	heart	as	unto	the	Lord.	As	Paul	instructed	slaves,	“Whatever	you	do,	do	your	work	heartily,	as	for	
the	Lord	rather	than	for	men”	(Colossians	3:23).	



									Joseph	didn’t	seek	his	own	advancement	but	rather	sought	to	prosper	his	master,	whether	Potiphar	or	the	jailer.		
These	men	noted	that	and	advanced	Joseph.	That’s	a	key	principle	in	any	situation,	whether	at	work	or	at	home:	If	
you	seek	to	make	the	one	over	you	prosper,	God	will	 see	to	 it	 that	you’re	advanced	 in	due	time.	That	 is	directly	
opposite	to	the	ways	of	the	world,	where	you	sabotage	the	guy	over	you	so	that	you	can	grab	his	spot.	

• When	you	are	at	work,	do	you	consciously	choose	to	do	that	work	for	God?	
• If	not,	do	you	think	it	would	change	your	attitude,	and	some	decisions	you	make	if	you	did?	

Wednesday:	Genesis	39	(continued)		
God	never	gives	His	blessing	to	be	hoarded---we	are	blessed	to	be	a	blessing	to	others.	And	the	greatest	blessing	
God	gives	is	not	material	wealth,	but	His	presence.	“Immanuel”	is	the	greatest	blessing	of	all.	Joseph	had	something	
which	both	Potiphar	and	the	chief	jailer	lacked.	Both	men	were	fairly	successful	in	worldly	terms,	which	Joseph	was	
not	at	this	point.	But	Joseph,	like	Paul,	knew	that	God	was	with	him.	Verse	3	states,	“Now	his	master	saw	that	the	
Lord	was	with	him	and	how	the	Lord	caused	all	that	he	did	to	prosper	in	his	hand.”	He	didn’t	just	see	that	Joseph	
prospered,	but	that	it	was	the	Lord	who	prospered	him.	When	Potiphar’s	wife	tried	to	seduce	Joseph,	he	didn’t	just	
give	her	the	impression	that	he	was	a	moral	guy.	He	said,	“How	then	could	I	do	this	great	evil,	and	sin	against	God?”	
(Genesis	39:9).	The	 implication	of	verse	23	 is	also	that	the	 jailer	recognized	the	Lord’s	hand	on	Joseph.	He	didn’t	
hide	the	source	of	his	moral	purity,	cheerful	attitude,	and	competent	work.	
	
Both	Potiphar	and	the	 jailer	 recognized	God’s	hand	on	Joseph	because	they	saw	 it	 in	his	work	habits.	They	were	
impressed	by	 the	 results	 in	 the	workplace.	When	 they	 commented	on	 that,	 then	 Joseph	was	 careful	 to	 give	 the	
glory	to	God,	not	to	himself.	All	too	often,	we’re	quick	to	tell	people	that	we’re	Christians,	but	the	results	on	the	job	
are	a	bit	 shabby.	 So	 the	employer	 thinks,	 “If	 this	 guy	 is	 a	Christian,	 give	me	a	pagan	anytime!”	But	 Joseph’s	 life	
teaches	us	 that	we	need	 to	be	cheerful,	diligent	and	 faithful	 in	our	work,	even	when	we’ve	been	mistreated,	 so	
others	will	 ask,	 “How	can	you	be	 so	happy	and	hard-working	when	you’ve	been	 treated	as	you	have?”	Then	we	
have	a	platform	to	tell	them	about	our	Savior.		Thus	true	success	is	to	have	God’s	presence	in	your	life.	His	blessing	
is	 not	necessarily	 related	 to	 favorable	 circumstances.	 It	 is	 related	 to	personal	 integrity	 in	 every	 area	of	 life.	And	
God’s	blessing	should	be	used	as	a	witness	to	others	of	God’s	love	and	grace.	
	

• What	does	“Immanuel”	mean?	Why	is	that	the	greatest	blessing	of	them	all?	
• What	does	 it	mean	 that	we	are	blessed	 to	be	a	blessing?	 	Are	 you?	 	What	 are	 some	 concrete	ways	 you	 can	do	

better?	

Thursday:	Matthew	14:13-21	
Everything	 in	 our	 life	 and	 service	 for	 the	 Lord	 depends	 on	 God’s	 blessing.	With	 reference	 to	 the	 needs	 of	 that	
hungry	 multitude,	 the	 great	 evangelist	 Watchman	 Nee	 writes:	 “The	 meeting	 of	 need	 is	 not	 dependent	 on	 the	
supply	 in	hand,	but	on	 the	blessing	of	 the	 Lord	 resting	on	 the	 supply...	 It	 is	 of	 fundamental	 importance	 that	we	
realize	this.	Whether	our	loaves	be	few	or	many	is	of	little	consequence.	If	man’s	hunger	is	to	be	satisfied	one	thing	
is	needful.	That	one	thing	is	the	blessing	of	the	Lord”.	
	
After	discovering	the	dreadful	news	about	John	the	Baptist,	Jesus	withdrew	to	a	quiet	place.	People	were	seeking	
Jesus	out	even	more	now	that	John	was	gone;	and	here	in	this	lonely	place,	they	were	without	food,	direction,	and	
perhaps	even	hope.	Overwhelmed,	 the	disciples	 tried	 to	 send	 them	away;	but	 Jesus	 refuses	 to	 let	 them	be	 sent	
away---he	insists	that	the	disciples	care	for	the	people.	The	disciples	have	very	 little	to	offer,	a	 lunch	that	a	small	
boy	 brought	 with	 him.	 	 Obviously,	 this	 would	 not	 be	 even	 a	 fraction	 of	 the	 food	 that	 was	 needed	 to	 feed	 the	
people.	But,	this	passage	is	not	just	about	food	and	miracles,	it	is	about	trust,	and	how	God	multiplies	our	meager	
gifts	into	ministry	and	glory.				

We,	 as	 a	 Church,	 forget	 the	 impossible;	 we	 leave	 out	 faith	 and	 trust;	 we	 hoard	what	 little	 we	 have;	 we	 fail	 to	
surrender	control	to	Jesus;	we	fail	to	trust	Jesus.	Regardless	of	this	mindset	of	ours,	Jesus	stands	at	the	door	that	
we	have	closed	 in	His	 face.	He	could	 just	kick	 it	down,	but,	He	does	not.	He	 lets	us	 live	with	what	 little	we	have	



when	 we	 could	 have	 so	 much	 more-5000	 times	 as	 much!	 This	 passage	 is	 about	 letting	 go,	 giving	 to	 Him,	 and	
allowing	His	multiplication	to	be	glorified!			

True	success	 is	when	it	can	be	said	of	us,	whether	we	are	in	Potiphar’s	house	or	 in	prison,	“The	Lord	is	with	that	
man	or	woman.”	Being	blessed	by	God,	we	then	will	be	used	as	His	channels	of	blessing	the	nations	through	the	
Lord	Jesus	Christ.	

• It	has	been	said,	people	will	not	care	what	you	say	until	 they	know	how	much	you	care.	What	does	this	mean	to	
you;	how	can	you	be	better	at	modeling	care?	

• Why	do	you	 suppose	 that	 the	disciples	only	 considered	 the	 "normal"	way	 to	 feed	 the	group?	 (Keep	 in	mind	 the	
other	miracles	prior	to	this!)	

• Most	Christians	only	look	at	what	they	can	do.	But,	in	Christ,	it	is	not	what	we	see	we	have,	it	is	what	He	is	able	to	
do!	Are	you	limited	by	your	vision	and	thinking?	

• Why	do	you	suppose	the	disciples,	who	must	have	known	that	Jesus	was	powerful	enough	to	meet	their	needs,	did	
not	consider	Him	in	this	situation?	
	
Friday:	Colossians	3:1–17	
St.	Paul	taught	that	a	true	spirit	of	thankfulness	pervades	every	aspect	of	our	lives,	transforming	us	in	Christ’s	grace	
to	become	a	new	creation.		C.S.	Lewis	writes:	“Now	the	whole	offer	which	Christianity	makes	is	this:	that	we	can,	if	
we	 let	God	have	His	way,	come	to	share	 in	 the	 life	of	Christ.	 If	we	do,	we	shall	 then	be	sharing	a	 life	which	was	
begotten,	not	made,	which	always	existed	and	always	will	exist.	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God.	If	we	share	in	this	kind	of	
life,	we	also	shall	be	sons	of	God.	We	shall	love	the	Father	as	He	does	and	the	Holy	Ghost	will	arise	in	us.	He	came	
to	 this	world	and	became	a	man	 in	order	 to	 spread	 to	other	men	 the	kind	of	 life	He	has	—	by	what	 I	 call	 ‘good	
infection.’	Every	Christian	is	to	become	a	little	Christ.	The	whole	purpose	of	becoming	a	Christian	is	simply	nothing	
else.”		
	
It	is	the	sacrament	of	baptism	that	incorporates	us	into	the	Body	of	Christ.	In	baptism,	we	die	and	rise	again.	As	the	
waters	close	over	us,	it	is	as	if	we	are	buried	in	death;	as	we	emerge	from	the	waters,	it	is	like	being	resurrected	to	
a	 new	 life.	 Now,	 if	 that	 is	 so,	 the	 Christian	must	 rise	 from	 baptism	 a	 different	 person.	 But	what	 does	 different	
mean?	It	means	that	now	the	thoughts	of	the	Christian	must	be	set	on	the	things	which	are	above.	A	follower	of	
Jesus	 can	 no	 longer	 be	 concerned	 with	 the	 trivial	 passing	 things	 of	 earth;	 she	 must	 be	 totally	 concerned	 with	
Kingdom	issues.		In	the	case	of	infant	baptism---the	child	has	received	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	just	as	an	adult	
does---but	it	is	up	to	the	parents	to	honor	the	vows	made	at	their	child’s	baptism	to	raise	the	child	in	the	church,	
and	to	raise	the	child	to	be	Kingdom	oriented	and	not	worldly	oriented.	
	
St.	Paul	is	certainly	not	pleading	for	an	other-worldliness	in	which	the	Christian	withdraws	herself	from	all	the	work	
and	activities	of	this	world	and	does	nothing	but	contemplate	eternity.	In	the	words	of	the	old	spiritual,	a	person	
can	be	“so	heavenly	minded	that	he’s	no	earthly	good.”		This	is	NOT	what	Paul	has	in	mind.	We	know	this	because	
Paul	goes	on	to	lay	down	a	series	of	ethical	principles	which	make	it	quite	clear	that	he	expects	the	Christian	to	go	
on	with	the	work	of	this	world	and	to	maintain	all	its	normal	relationships.	But	there	will	be	this	difference—from	
now	on	the	Christian	will	view	everything	against	the	background	of	eternity	and	no	longer	live	as	if	this	world	was	
all	that	mattered.	
	
This	will	obviously	give	us	a	new	set	of	values.	Things	which	the	world	thinks	important,	will	not	be	our	priorities.	
Ambitions	which	dominated	the	world	will	be	powerless	to	touch	us.	We	will	go	on	using	the	things	of	the	world	
but	we	will	use	them	in	a	new	way.	We	will,	for	instance,	set	giving	above	getting,	serving	above	ruling,	forgiving	
above	 revenge.	 The	 Christian’s	 standard	 of	 values	 will	 be	 God’s,	 not	 the	 world’s.	 In	 verse	 4	 Paul	 shares	 his	
theological	understanding	in	a	nutshell.		He	says:	“And	when	Christ,	who	is	your	life,	is	revealed	to	the	whole	world,	
you	will	 share	 in	all	His	glory.”	Christ	 is	our	 life.	This	 is	 the	very	heart	of	Pauline	 theology,	and	 in	 turn	Wesleyan	
theology	with	his	teaching	of	sanctification.	 	When	Paul	was	writing	to	the	Philippians,	he	said,	“For	me	to	 live	 is	
Christ”	(Philippians	1:21).	Years	before,	when	he	was	writing	to	the	Galatians,	he	had	said,	“It	is	no	longer	I	who	live	



but	Christ	who	lives	in	me”	(Galatians	2:20).	As	Paul	saw	it,	to	the	Christian,	Christ	 is	the	most	important	thing	in	
life;	in	fact,	Christ	IS	life.	
This	is	the	kind	of	passionate	devotion	that	helps	us	to	see	what	thanksgiving	is	really	all	about.	Sometimes	we	say	
about	a	person:	“Music	 is	her	 life—Sport	 is	his	 life—He	lives	for	his	work.”	Such	a	person	finds	 life	and	all	 that	 it	
means	in	some	great	passion.	For	the	Christian,	Christ	is	that	passion---Christ	is	life.	

And	here	we	come	back	to	where	this	passage	started—that	is	precisely	why	we	Christians	are	a	thankful	people,	
for	we	 set	 our	minds	 and	 hearts	 on	 the	 things	which	 are	 above	 and	 not	 on	 the	 things	 of	 this	world.	We	 judge	
everything	in	the	light	of	the	Cross	and	in	the	light	of	the	love	which	gave	itself	for	us.	In	the	light	of	that	Cross	the	
world’s	wealth	 and	 ambitions	 and	 activities	 are	 seen	 at	 their	 true	 value;	 and,	 the	Christian	 is	 enabled	 to	 set	 his	
whole	heart	on	the	things	which	are	above.	

• How	does	baptism	lead	to	a	different	set	of	priorities	for	the	Christian?	
• Why	do	Christians	have	a	different	set	of	values?	
• What	does	C.S.	Lewis	mean	by	“good	infection”?	

Saturday:	Colossians	4:7-18	
The	principles	of	 the	Gospel	 are	 to	be	 the	greatest	motivating	 factor	of	our	 lives.	 If	 those	who	do	not	 yet	 know	
Jesus	 see	 no	 excitement	 in	 the	 Christian,	 why	would	 they	want	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of	 Christianity?	 The	 nature	 of	 the	
Christian	life	is	the	joy	and	excitement	of	being	in	Christ,	so	the	excitement	we	receive	from	our	growth	becomes	
contagious	to	those	around	us.		This	is	the	essence	of	evangelism.	Being	in	Christ	means	living	our	lives	for	Him	with	
excitement	in	all	times	and	all	places.	Contrary	to	what	the	world	might	say,	holy	living	is	not	forced	upon	us.	We	
are	not	adhering	to	a	religion,	but	rather,	we	are	enjoying	a	relationship	with	Jesus!	Holy	living	comes	from	a	life	
that	is	transformed	and	renewed	by	what	Christ	has	done	for	us	and	is	doing	through	us	by	the	power	of	His	Holy	
Spirit!	We	mature	in	the	faith	by	knowing,	trusting,	and	obeying	Christ	as	Lord,	realizing	Who	He	is	and	what	He	has	
done	 for	 us	 and	 then	 responding	 in	 gratitude,	 trust,	 and	obedience.	 The	Colossians	had	 a	 skewed	 idea	of	God's	
purity	and	our	sinful	nature.		They	had	it	half	right,	that	God	is	pure	and	we	are	sin.	However,	the	application	that	
we	can	do	as	we	please	since	we	are	in	Christ	is	completely	wrong,	and	it	is	what	we	would	call	“cheap	grace”.	This	
now	becomes	a	form	of	relativism.		
	
Our	 real	 service	 comes	 from	 realizing	who	we	 are	 in	 Christ	 and	 allowing	our	 devotion	 to	 translate	 into	mission.	
What	God	wants	is	for	us	to	do	and	grow	our	faith---to	exercise	our	faith	and	take	advantage	of	our	opportunities	
to	 grow	 and	 promote	 Christ's	 message.	 Faithfulness	 and	 helping	 one	 another	 by	 service	 and	 mission	 is	 what	
matters	to	God.	The	more	we	put	 into	our	faith	and	come	together,	the	more	we	are	used	to	getting	the	Gospel	
out.	This	is	also	about	encouragement	and	service;	it	is	contagious	and	mutually	shows	one	another	our	faith	while	
it	is	also	displayed	to	those	who	do	not	know	Christ.		
	

• What	is	the	difference	between	religion	and	relationship?	
• How	can	you	be	kinder	in	your	actions	and	words?	How	can	your	gratitude	allow	you	to	be	more	gracious?	
• How	do	you	see	the	people	in	this	passage	exhibiting	faithfulness	and	devotion?	How	can	this	encourage	you?	Do	

any	of	these	people	inspire	you?	How	so?	
• What	 have	 you	 done	 to	 exercise	 your	 faith	 and	 take	 advantage	 of	 opportunities	 to	 grow	 and	 promote	 Christ's	

message?	
• How	would	 you	 define	 "faithfulness?"	 How	 does	 this	make	 a	 person	 attractive	 to	 God	 and	 others?	 How	 is	 this	

important	to	growing	a	faith	and	a	church?	How	does	this	carry	on	the	work	of	our	Lord?	

	

Also	available	at	livingwordumc.org	
	


