
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(June	5-10)	

	
Monday:	Acts	2:1-13	
Pentecost	 is	one	of	 the	most	 important	days	 in	 the	Christian	year,	 for	 it	marks	one	of	 the	most	 important	
events	that	ever	took	place.	 	 It	has	been	said	that	Acts	could	rightly	be	called	the	Gospel	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
and	chapter	two	marks	the	dramatic	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	people	of	God;	which	was,	of	course,	the	
very	beginning	of	the	Christian	Church.	This	is	why	you	will	often	hear	Pentecost	described	as	the	birthday	of	
the	church.	 It	 is	 important	 to	note	 that	Pentecost	was	not	originally	a	Christian	holiday.	 	We	do	not	 call	 it	
Pentecost	because	that	is	when	the	Holy	Spirit	came,	but	rather	God	chose	to	give	His	Holy	Spirit	on	the	holy	
day	which	was	known	as	Pentecost.		Pentecost,	or	in	the	Hebrew	“Shevuoth”	was	an	ancient	holy	day	of	the	
Jewish	 people.	 	 It	 was	 a	 required	 pilgrimage	 festival,	 which	 meant	 that	 people	 from	 all	 over	 the	
Mediterranean	world	would	be	packed	into	Jerusalem	to	observe	this	holy	day.		This	is,	of	course,	exactly	why	
God	chose	this	day	to	share	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Holy	Spirit,	of	course,	is	very	evident	in	the	Old	Testament;	in	
fact,	the	story	of	creation	talks	about	the	Spirit	of	God	hovering	over	the	waters.		The	Book	of	Acts	itself	talks	
about	the	Spirit’s	presence	throughout	the	Old	Testament	(Read	Acts	1:16;	Acts	7:51;	Acts	28:25).	God’s	Spirit	
was	 active	 in	 the	 Old	 Testament,	 but	 God	 always	 shared	 His	 Holy	 Spirit	 with	 an	 individual.	 	 At	 the	 first	
Christian	Pentecost	something	phenomenal,	and	something	very	different	happened,	for	here	the	Spirit	was	
shared	with	an	entire	community,	and	not	just	with	one	individual.		
	
•					Google	Shevuot.		What	was	the	purpose	of	the	festival?	
•					Google	Pentecost.		What	does	the	word	actually	mean?	
•					Why	is	the	Holy	Spirit	described	as	“tongues	of	fire”?	
•					What	is	the	difference	between	speaking	in	tongues	and	glossolalia?		

Tuesday:	Acts	2:14-21	
The	Day	of	the	Lord	is	a	very	important	theme	for	the	early	Christians	because	it	was	a	very	important	theme	
for	Jesus,	and	for	all	Jews.		Much	of	what	Jesus	taught	concerned	this	and	a	proper	understanding	of	Him	is	
impossible	if	we	do	not	understand	the	basic	principles	about	this	theme.	The	Jews	never	wavered	from	their	
understanding	that	they	were	God’s	chosen	people.	 	They	were	always	a	very	small	nation,	 insignificant	by	
worldly	standards,	and	their	history	was	one	disaster	following	another.		In	time	it	became	clear	to	them	that	
they	would	never,	by	human	means,	reach	the	exalted	position	they	believed	God	chose	for	them	to	have;	so	
they	 looked	forward	to	the	day	that	God	would	make	things	right,	when	God	would	settle	the	score,	when	
justice	would	finally	be	done.		The	day	that	God	would	enter	into	history	and	make	things	right	was	The	Day	
of	the	Lord.	
	
The	 Jews	divided	 time	 into	 two	ages---there	was	 the	present	age,	which	was	utterly	evil,	 and	 incapable	of	
being	 reformed,	 and	 the	 Age	 to	 come,	 which	 would	 be	 a	 golden	 age	 of	 justice	 and	 righteousness.	 	 The	
present	age	would	be	destroyed,	and	God	would	usher	in	the	golden	age	and	the	vehicle	by	which	God	would	
accomplish	this	was	The	Day	of	the	Lord.		This	day	would	be	awful,	it	would	come	upon	the	world	with	great	
suddenness,	 like	 a	 thief	 in	 the	 night;	 it	would	 be	 a	 day	when	 the	 earth	 itself	would	 be	 shaken	 to	 its	 very	
foundation,	it	would	be	a	day	of	judgment,	punishment,	and	terror.		Throughout	the	prophetic	books	of	the	
Old	 Testament,	 there	 are	descriptions	of	 this	 day.	On	 the	day	of	 Pentecost,	 Peter	 stood	up	 and	 said,	 “For	
centuries	you	have	dreamed	about	the	Day	of	the	Lord,	the	day	when	God	would	break	into	history	to	make	
things	right.		Now,	in	Jesus	Christ,	that	day	has	come.	
	
•					What	does	it	mean	to	be	God’s	chosen?	
•					Google	“The	Day	of	the	Lord”.		What	is	it?	
	



Wednesday:	Acts	2:22-36	
In	his	sermon,	Peter	testifies	that	the	cross	of	Jesus	Christ	was	no	accident,	it	was	no	last	ditch	effort,	rather	it	
was	 the	eternal	plan	of	God	 (verse	23).	Over	and	over	again	 Luke	 states	 this	 fact	 (3:18;	4:28;	13:29).	 	 This	
teaching	keeps	Christians	from	making	serious	errors	about	Jesus’	death.		The	cross	is	God’s	master	plan	from	
the	start,	the	entire	reason	for	Christmas	is	Good	Friday	and	Easter.		We	should	never	believe	that	Jesus	was	
somehow	able	to	change	the	attitude	of	God	the	Father	toward	humanity.	 	 It	was	the	Father	who	sent	the	
Son	to	save	the	world	(John	3:16).		But	Acts	insists	that	this	in	no	way	diminishes	the	crime	of	those	who	were	
involved.		Peter	pulls	no	punches	about	the	crime	that	it	was,	and	Luke	continues	this	theme.		Peter	explains,	
and	Luke	continues	the	theme	that	Jesus’	death	was	the	fulfillment	of	prophecy.	 	To	the	Jew,	the	 idea	of	a	
crucified	Messiah	was	ridiculous	(Read	Deuteronomy	21:23).		For	the	Orthodox	Jew,	the	cross	made	it	quite	
impossible	for	Jesus	to	be	the	Messiah.		So,	the	early	Christians	set	about	to	show	how	the	suffering	of	Christ	
was	 prophesied.	 Peter,	 and	 in	 turn	 Acts	 proclaims	 that	 the	 resurrection	 is	 proof	 positive	 that	 Jesus	 was	
exactly	who	He	claimed	to	be.		The	apostles	preached	that	the	resurrection	was	the	central	act	of	God,	it	was	
without	even	a	close	second	the	single	most	important	event	in	the	history	of	creation.		They	preached	this	
conviction	from	personal	experience.	
	
•					What	was	Peter’s	“proof”	that	Jesus	was	resurrected?	
•					How	would	you	go	about	to	“prove”	to	others	that	Jesus	was	resurrected?	
•				If	the	cross	was	God’s	plan	to	save	humanity	from	our	sins	from	the	very	beginning,	why	did	God	create	
humanity	in	the	first	place?	

Thursday:	Acts	2:37-41	
This	passage	shows	us	the	effect	of	the	cross.		When	people	realized	that	their	sins	crucified	Jesus,	they	were	
truly	and	utterly	convicted	(Read	John	12:32).		Every	single	one	of	us	played	a	part	in	the	crucifixion;	just	as	
surely	as	we	were	the	one	with	the	hammer.	 	When	we	truly	understand	what	happened	on	the	cross	and	
why	it	should	break	our	hearts.		In	the	great	hymn,	“O	Sacred	Head	Now	Wounded”	the	ancient	anonymous	
writer	 spoke	 for	 all	 of	 us:	 “What	 Thou,	my	 Lord	has	 suffered	was	 all	 for	 sinners	 gain;	mine,	mine	was	 the	
transgression,	but	Thine	the	deadly	pain.		Lo	here	I	fall,	my	Savior!		‘Tis	I	deserve	Thy	place;	look	on	me	with	
Thy	favor,	vouchsafe	to	me	Thy	grace.”		The	cross	demands	a	reaction	from	humans.		Peter	let	us	know	what	
that	reaction	should	be	-	“Repent.”			
	
•					What	does	“Repent”	mean?		
•					What	is	the	difference	between	repent	and	remorse?	
	
Repentance	means	to	change	our	ways,	to	change	our	priorities,	to	change	our	lives.		You	can	be	convicted	of	
your	 sins,	 but	 not	 repent.	 	 For	 example,	 I	 could	 be	 absolutely	 convinced	 that	 tapping	 into	 a	 pornographic	
website	is	wrong	and	still	do	it.		When	we	truly	repent,	not	just	our	present	and	future	changes,	but	so	does	
our	past.		Not	only	are	we	given	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	battle	our	present	and	future	sins,	not	only	
are	we	able	 to	be	more	 than	 conquerors	over	 sins	 that	 used	 to	 conquer	us,	 but	we	are	 set	 free	 from	 the	
consequences	of	our	past	sins.		God	removes	them	from	us,	bears	the	punishment	for	them	on	the	cross	so	
that	we	will	never	have	to	bear	the	punishment.	

•					Why	is	repenting	so	important?	
•					What	happens	when	we	repent?	

Friday:	Acts	2:42-47	
This	passage	shares	with	us	the	important	characteristics	of	the	early	church.	
	



1)		It	was	a	learning	church.		A	priority	of	the	people	was	to	be	taught	the	Word	of	God.		A	church	that	is	not	
growing	 in	 the	Word,	 is	 a	 church	 that	 is	 dying.	 	 The	 greatest	 problem	 facing	 the	 church	 today	 is	 biblical	
illiteracy.	

2)		It	was	a	church	of	fellowship.		The	church	understood	itself	to	be	a	family,	a	true	community.		There	never	
was,	nor	can	there	ever	be	 lone	ranger	Christians.	 	We	are	the	Body	of	Christ;	no	organ	can	separate	 itself	
from	the	body.	

3)	 	 It	was	a	praying	 church.	 	 The	disciples	 knew	 from	experience	 the	power	of	prayer;	 they	knew	 that	 the	
source	of	Jesus’	great	power	was	prayer,	and	they	had	learned	that	that	was	their	source	as	well.	 	Nothing	
has	changed;	it	is	still	our	power---unfortunately,	it	is	just	woefully	underused!	

4)	 	 It	was	a	reverent	church.	 	 In	verse	43,	we	see	that	awe	for	our	God	is	something	that	 if	we	truly	 live	 in	
relationship	with	Him	cannot	avoid.		Our	God	is	an	awesome	God,	and	life	itself	bears	witness	to	the	awe	of	
God.	

5)	 	 It	was	 a	powerful	 church.	 	 Signs	 and	wonders	were	 the	order	of	 the	day.	 	 	 	 See	point	 #3.	 	 If	we	are	 a	
praying	people,	we	 can	expect	 great	 and	awesome	 signs	and	wonders	 to	happen	as	well.	 	We	 sell	God	 so	
short	when	we	do	not	trust	Him	to	accomplish	His	will.	

6)		It	was	a	sharing	church.		The	church	understood	that	as	the	body	of	Christ	if	the	stomach	was	starving,	the	
entire	body	is	starving.		We	are	made	one	in	Christ,	and	we	need	to	take	care	of	each	other.	

7)		It	was	a	worshipping	church.		Worship	happened	not	just	every	Sunday,	but	every	day.		We	cannot	be	the	
church	 if	we	 are	 not	 in	worship.	 	Worship	 is	 the	 basic	 response	 of	 God’s	 people	 to	His	 presence.	 	 It	 is	 in	
worship	that	we	are	made	the	church.	

8)		It	was	a	joyful	church	(verse	46).		Where	there	is	Jesus,	there	is	joy.		A	gloomy	Christian	is	a	contradiction	
in	terms.	

9)		It	was	a	growing	church.		It	is	a	fact	that	whenever	a	biological	entity	stops	growing,	it	begins	dying.		The	
church	is	a	biological	entity.		We	have	two	choices.		Grow	or	die.	

•									Define	“church”.	
•									Did	the	apostolic	church	have	access	to	any	kind	of	power	that	we	do	not?	
•									Why	is	it	so	very	important	to	be	a	part	of	a	church?	
•									Can	you	be	saved	outside	of	the	church?	
•									How	can	you	personally	help	Living	Word	to	look	more	like	that	original	apostolic	church?	
	
Saturday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–6	
St.	Paul	 is	teaching	a	critically	 important	concept	to	Christians---the	unity	of	all	people	who	are	in	Christ,	 in	
other	words,	 the	Church.	 The	Church	 is	 the	Body	of	Christ	 and	 the	 characteristic	of	 a	healthy	body	 is	 that	
every	 part	 in	 it	 performs	 its	 own	 function	 for	 the	 good	of	 the	whole.	 	 Each	organ	 in	 the	body	 is	 doing	 its	
assigned	role	in	order	for	the	body	to	have	wholeness	and	be	healthy.		When	one	or	more	of	the	organs	in	
the	body	fail	to	do	their	job,	the	entire	body	suffers.		The	exact	same	thing	is	true	of	the	Church.	We	are	not	a	
part	of	 the	Body	of	Christ	 for	self-gratification	or	 for	comfort---we	are	a	part	of	 the	Body	to	help	 the	Body	
achieve	wholeness.	 	All	 parts	must	pull	 together	 in	unity.	 	 It’s	 important	 to	 remember	 that	unity	does	not	
mean	uniformity.	 	We	are	not	all	the	same	and	not	only	is	that	okay,	that	is	beautiful	and	wonderful.	 	Each	
one	of	us	has	unity	in	Christ,	but	each	one	of	us	brings	unique	and	invaluable	gifts	to	the	church.		Within	the	
Church,	there	are	differing	gifts	and	differing	functions.	But	every	one	of	them	is	a	gift	of	the	same	Spirit	and	
designed,	not	for	the	glory	of	the	individual	member	of	the	Church,	but	for	the	good	of	the	whole.	



St.	Paul	begins	by	saying	that	all	special	gifts	(the	Greek	word	he	uses	is	charismata)	come	from	God	and	it	is	
his	belief	that	they	must,	therefore,	be	used	in	God’s	service.	The	fault	of	the	Church,	in	our	culture	today,	is	
that	it	has	interpreted	the	idea	of	gifts	far	too	narrowly.	Sometimes	it	would	seem	that	we	have	assumed	that	
all	 gifts	 of	 the	 Spirit	 are	 intellectual	 in	 nature---things	 like	 speaking,	 praying,	 teaching,	 writing.	 But	 it	 is	
important	 to	 acknowledge	 and	 celebrate	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 carpenter,	 the	 electrician,	 the	 painter,	 the	
engineer,	the	plumber	all	have	their	special	gifts,	which	are	from	God	and	can	be	used	for	him	to	build	the	
Kingdom	and	bring	glory	to	Jesus	Christ.	

• Why	did	God	create	the	church?	
• Can	we	grow	in	our	relationship	with	Christ	outside	of	the	church?	
•					What	gifts	of	the	Spirit	do	you	have?	
•					What	are	you	doing	with	these	gifts	to	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
•					What	should	you	be	doing	to	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
•					Why	should	you	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
	

	
Also	available	at	livingwordumc.org	

	


