
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	17-22,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Romans	12:4-9	
This	passage	 in	Romans	also	uses	“body”	 language	and	 it	describes	the	varied	gifts	that	the	people	of	God	have	
and	 how	 those	 gifts	 can	 be	 used	 to	 further	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God	 and	 help	 serve	 the	 church.	 Like	 most	 Bible	
passages	that	speak	of	the	Body	of	Christ,	 there	 is	 little	talk	of	our	actual	bodies	but	we	know	that	our	physical	
bodies	are	part	of	what	makes	us	unique	and	gifted.	In	fact,	when	we	consider	how	we	are	gifted	we	should	take	
into	 account	 all	 that	 we	 are	 physically,	 mentally,	 and	 spiritually	 because	 we	 serve	 God	 best	 when	 we	 offer	
everything	we	are.		
	
Questions:	

1.) Have	you	ever	thought	about	your	spiritual	gifts?	What	are	they?	
2.) Have	you	ever	thought	about	how	your	gifts,	talents,	and	life	experience	affects	and	is	affected	by	others	

in	the	community?	
3.) Is	it	possible	to	not	be	gifted?	
4.) How	can	you	better	utilize	both	yours	and	others	giftedness?		

	
Tuesday:	Ephesians	4:1-16	
Once	again	we	see	scripture	using	“body”	language.	 In	this	passage,	we	find	that	the	Body	of	Christ	 is	not	 just	a	
matter	of	function	but	a	matter	of	calling.	As	Christians,	we	have	been	invited	into	the	body	-	but	even	more,	we	
have	been	called	into	the	body.		I	actually	remember	memorizing	verses	4-6	in	high	school	before	going	on	a	large	
national	 scale	mission	 trip.	 “There	 is	one	body	and	one	Spirit,	 just	 as	also	you	were	 called	 in	one	hope	of	 your	
calling;	 one	 Lord,	 one	 faith,	 one	 baptism,	 one	 God	 and	 Father	 of	 all	 who	 is	 over	 all	 and	 through	 all	 and	 in	 all	
(NASB)”.	The	body	is	not	just	a	lifeless	grouping	of	churches	but	it	is	a	vibrant,	living,	connected	body	bound	and	
energized	by	 the	Holy	Spirit,	which	works	 in	all	of	us.	Even	 though	 the	world	points	out	our	differences	we	are	
connected	powerfully	through	the	Spirit	of	the	Living	God.		
	
Questions:	

1.) This	 passage	mentions	 the	 “unity	 of	 faith”	which	we	 are	moving	 towards.	What	 do	 you	 think	 “unity	 of	
faith”	means?	

2.) How	do	your	thoughts	on	unity	affect	how	you	interact	and	worship	with	people	who	are	different	than	
you?	

3.) Is	it	possible	to	have	a	healthy	church	without	diversity?			
	
Wednesday:	John	9:1-11	
The	gospels	are	all	in	agreement	that	Jesus	performed	miracles	of	healing.	Every	time	Jesus	moved	and	went	to	a	
new	 town	we	 see	 Him	 healing	 those	who	 come	 to	 Him.	 Sometimes,	 though,	 Jesus	 goes	 to	 them.	 In	 our	 story	
today,	Jesus	heals	a	man	who	was	born	blind.	Because	of	the	man’s	condition,	he	was	unable	to	work	and	thus	he	
found	himself	 begging.	 In	 Jesus’s	 time,	begging	was	 very	 common	 for	 those	with	disabilities	 and	 special	 needs.		
They	were	ostracized	by	the	larger	community,	largely	because	disabilities,	mental	disorders,	or	any	perceived	bad	
luck	was	often	thought	to	be	the	product	of	sin.	Thus	the	disciple's	question	“who	sinned,	this	man	or	his	parents”	
to	which	Jesus	replied	“neither”.	Jesus	shows	us	that	sin	is	not	the	cause	of	disabilities	or	other	disorders.	In	fact,	I	
would	 argue	 that	 Jesus	 heals	 people	 not	 because	 they	 are	 horrible,	 broken	 or	 bad	 but	 because	 society	 won’t	
accept	them	otherwise	–	and	healing	brought	them	into	a	more	just	relationship	with	their	community.		
	
Questions:	

1.) Why	do	you	think	people	believed	that	a	disability	was	tied	to	sin?	Was	it	just	more	convenient?	
2.) 	Jesus’	words	in	verse	3	are	interesting	“but	it	was	so	that	the	works	of	God	might	be	displayed	in	him”.	

This	has	often	led	people	to	the	conclusion	that	God	causes	a	disability	intentionally.	What	do	you	think?	
Why	might	this	way	of	thinking	be	problematic?	



3.) I	 have	 known	 several	 people	 with	 disabilities	 who	 did	 not	 consider	 themselves	 disabled.	 How	 do	 our	
society’s	norms	and	our	desire	to	label	people	affect	individuals	with	disabilities	or	special	needs?	

	
Thursday:	Luke	14:12-15	
This	parable	 is	pretty	straight	forward.	 Jesus	says	that	when	you	host	a	party,	don’t	 invite	the	people	you	know	
and	who	will	 bless	 you	 back.	 Instead,	 He	 says	 to	 go	 and	 invite	 all	 those	 that	 society	 excludes	 and	 you	will	 be	
blessed	later	at	the	resurrection	of	the	righteous.	Some	believe	this	to	mean	that	by	blessing	those	who	can’t	bless	
you	back	–	God	will	bless	you	on	their	behalf	later.		I	would	like	to	offer	a	slightly	different	translation.	When	we	
bless	those	who	are	often	excluded,	not	only	do	we	receive	blessings	later	in	the	form	of	a	more	just	and	loving	
community	(the	Kingdom	of	God)	but	we	find	that	we	are	blessed	in	the	now,	it	just	looks	different	than	we	are	
used	to.	Thus,	our	blessing	is	actually	three-fold.		1.)	We	are	blessed	now	through	new	relationships.	2.)	Later	as	
we	make	 the	world	better	by	 including	all	people.	 	3.)	Blessed	 in	 spirit	 as	our	eyes	are	opened	 to	new	ways	of	
being	blessed	and	blessing	others.		
	
Questions:	

1.) Can	you	 identify	 those	who	are	excluded	 in	your	community?	Why	are	 they	excluded	and	how	can	you	
bless	them	by	including	them?	

2.) Why	does	Jesus	use	the	example	of	a	meal?	
3.) As	 United	Methodists,	 we	 believe	 that	 God’s	 love	 and	 the	 communion	 table	 are	 for	 everyone	without	

exception.	How	does	this	story	of	inclusion	fit	with	our	Methodist	understanding	of	God’s	love?	
	
Friday:	Mark	10:	13-16	
I	used	to	work	at	a	church	that	had	this	story	depicted	in	stained	glass	at	the	back	of	the	sanctuary.	I	looked	at	it	
every	time	 I	preached	 in	that	community.	 	 Jesus	had	to	tell	His	people	to	 let	 the	children	come	to	Him	because	
historically	children	are	excluded	until	they	become	old	enough	to	have	a	voice.	It	is	still	easy	to	ignore	our	young	
people	 because	 we	 believe	 they	 do	 not	 understand	 enough	 to	 have	 valued	 opinions.	 I	 think	 we	 often	 times	
exclude	 people	 we	 don’t	 understand	 or	 who	 don’t	 have	 a	 voice	 because	 it’s	 easy	 to	 do	 so.	 In	 this	 particular	
instance,	Jesus	shows	us	once	again	that	His	love	was	and	is	for	everyone	regardless	of	social	status	or	perceived	
value.	Jesus	valued	everyone	equally.		
	
Questions:	

1.) “The	Kingdom	of	God	belongs	to	such	as	these”.		How	do	you	understand	that	statement?		
2.) What	do	you	think	it	means	to	receive	the	Kingdom	of	God	like	a	child?	
3.) How	do	we	hinder	people	who	are	trying	to	get	to	Jesus?	

	
Saturday:	Matthew	15:29-31	
Once	again	we	see	Jesus	healing	people.	This	passage	is	very	basic	and	simply	states	that	Jesus	healed	people	and	
the	people	were	amazed	and	praised	God.	I	believe	that	Jesus	healed	those	who	wanted	to	be	healed	and	in	doing	
so,	strengthened	communities.	It	is	one	thing	to	say	you	are	loved	and	another	thing	entirely	to	be	healed.		
	
Questions:	

1.) Who	do	you	think	was	most	affected	by	these	healings	–	the	people	being	healed	or	their	communities?	
2.) How	might	these	stories	be	different	if	Jesus	had	come	to	a	community	that	included	and	truly	cared	for	

their	sick,	wounded,	poor,	and	excluded?	
3.) Is	healing	a	prerequisite	for	justice?		
4.) How	might	the	church	help	heal	those	who	seek	healing?	
5.) What	does	it	mean	to	be	healed?	Does	heal	mean	fix?		
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