
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	3-8,	2017)	

Monday:	Genesis	42-43	
In	the	midst	of	a	terrible	famine	that	gripped	the	Middle	East,	Joseph’s	brothers	arrived	from	Canaan,	seeking	to	
buy	food.	They,	of	course,	did	not	recognize	Joseph,	and	he	chose	not	to	reveal	himself	to	them.	He	dealt	with	his	
brothers	largely	through	the	language	of	commerce,	as	a	high-ranking	Egyptian	official.	Joseph's	behavior	in	this	
situation	 became	quite	 shrewd.	 First,	 he	 concealed	 his	 identity	 from	his	 brothers,	which	while	 not	 necessarily	
rising	 to	 the	 level	 of	 open	deceit—certainly	was	 less	 than	 forthright.	 Second,	he	 spoke	harshly	 to	his	 brothers	
with	accusations	he	knew	were	unfounded.	In	short,	Joseph	took	advantage	of	his	power	to	deal	with	a	group	he	
knew	could	be	untrustworthy	because	of	their	earlier	treatment	of	him.	I	think	he	had	mixed	motives	here.		First	
of	all,	he	was	truly	trying	to	discern	the	character	of	his	brothers.	He	had	suffered	greatly	at	their	hands	and	had	
every	 reason	 to	 distrust	 their	 words,	 actions,	 and	 commitment	 to	 the	 family.	 	 But	 a	 little	 bit	 of	 payback	 also	
entered	 into	 Joseph’s	 thought	 process.	 	 Frederick	 Buechner	 puts	 it	 this	way:	 “Joseph	 couldn't	 resist	 getting	 a	
little	of	his	own	back	for	a	while.	He	pretended	he	thought	they	were	spies.	He	gave	them	some	grain	to	take	
home,	 but	 made	 one	 of	 them	 stay	 behind	 as	 a	 hostage.	 He	 planted	 some	 silverware	 in	 their	 luggage	 and	
accused	them	of	copping	it.	But	though	with	part	of	himself	he	was	presumably	getting	a	kick	out	of	all	this,	
with	another	part	he	was	so	moved	and	pleased	to	be	back	in	touch	with	his	own	flesh	and	blood	after	so	long	
that	every	once	in	a	while	he	had	to	get	out	of	the	room	in	a	hurry	so	they	wouldn't	see	how	choked	up	he	was	
and	discover	his	true	identity.”	
	
Joseph’s	methods	verged	on	deception.	He	withheld	critical	information	and	manipulated	events	in	various	ways.		
Joseph	 acted	 in	 the	 role	 of	 a	 detective	 conducting	 a	 tough	 interrogation.	 He	 could	 not	 proceed	 with	 full	
transparency	and	expect	to	get	reliable	information	from	them.	The	biblical	concept	for	this	tactic	is	shrewdness.	
Shrewdness	may	be	exercised	for	good	or	for	ill.	On	the	one	hand,	the	serpent	was	“the	shrewdest	of	all	the	wild	
animals”	(Genesis	3:1),	and	employed	shrewd	methods	for	disastrously	evil	purposes.	I	think	it	is	very	interesting	
that	 the	Hebrew	word	 for	 “shrewdness”	 can	also	be	 translated	as	 “good	 judgment,”	 “prudence,”	 and	 “clever”	
(Proverbs	 12:23;	 13:16;	 14:8;	 22:3;	 27:12).	 Jesus	Himself	 taught	His	 disciples	 to	 be	 “as	 shrewd	 as	 snakes	 and	
harmless	as	doves”	(Matthew	10:16).	He	also	commended	the	dishonest,	yet	shrewd	manager	in	a	parable	(see	
tomorrow’s	 Bible	 study).	 The	 Bible	 often	 commends	 shrewdness	 in	 the	 pursuit	 of	 noble	 purposes.	 Joseph’s	
shrewdness	had	 the	 intended	effect	 of	 testing	his	 brothers’	 integrity,	 and	 they	 returned	 the	 silver	 Joseph	had	
secretly	 packed	 in	 the	 baggage	 (Genesis	 43:20-21).	 When	 he	 tested	 them	 further	 by	 treating	 the	 youngest,	
Benjamin,	 more	 generously	 than	 the	 others,	 they	 proved	 they	 had	 learned	 not	 to	 fall	 into	 animosity	 among	
themselves	the	way	they	had	done	when	they	sold	Joseph	into	slavery.	
	
It	would	be	dangerous	 to	 read	 into	 Joseph’s	 actions	 the	 claim	 that	 thinking	 you	 are	on	God’s	 side	 is	 always	 a	
justification	 for	 your	 actions;	 after	 all,	 the	Nazis	 had	 “Gott	Mit	Uns”	 (God	With	Us)	 on	 their	 belt	 buckles.	 But	
Joseph’s	years	of	suffering	 in	God’s	service	gave	him	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	situation	than	his	brothers	
had.		The	promise	that	God	would	make	the	Hebrew	people	into	a	great	nation	hung	in	the	balance.	Joseph	knew	
that	it	was	not	in	his	human	power	to	save	them,	but	he	took	advantage	of	his	God-given	authority	and	wisdom	
to	serve	and	help.	Two	important	factors	differentiate	Joseph	in	making	the	decision	to	use	means	that	otherwise	
would	not	be	commendable.	First,	he	gained	nothing	from	his	deception	for	himself.	He	had	received	a	blessing	
from	God,	and	his	actions	were	solely	in	the	service	of	becoming	a	blessing	to	others.	He	could	have	exploited	his	
brothers’	desperate	predicament	and	spitefully	exacted	a	greater	sum	of	silver,	knowing	they	would	have	given	
anything	to	survive.	Instead,	he	used	knowledge	to	save	them.	Second,	his	actions	were	necessary	if	he	was	to	be	
able	 to	 offer	 the	 blessings.	 If	 he	 had	 dealt	 with	 his	 brothers	 more	 openly,	 he	 could	 not	 have	 tested	 their	
trustworthiness	in	the	matter.	

• Do	you	think	that	God	“tests”	us?	
• Have	you	ever	been	tested	by	God?	
• Do	you	think	that	in	our	actions,	“the	ends	justify	the	means?”	

Tuesday:	Luke	16:1-13	



The	steward	was	a	scoundrel.	Like	Joseph,	he	was	a	slave	who	had	a	lot	of	authority	over	his	master’s	house.	In	
ancient	 Israel	 there	 were	 many	 absentee	 landlords.	 The	 master	 may	 well	 have	 been	 one	 of	 these,	 and	 he	
entrusted	the	running	of	his	estate	to	this	slave	who	was	a	steward.	The	steward	was	clearly	embezzling	from	the	
master.	The	debtors	were	also	scoundrels	because	they	were	in	on	it.	No	doubt	what	they	owed	was	rent.	Rent	
was	often	paid	to	a	landlord,	not	in	money,	but	in	kind.	It	was	often	an	agreed	proportion	of	the	produce	of	the	
part	of	the	estate	which	had	been	rented.	The	steward	knew	that	he	had	lost	his	job.	He,	therefore,	had	a	brilliant	
idea.	He	 falsified	 the	entries	 in	 the	books	 so	 that	 the	debtors	were	debited	with	 far	 less	 than	 they	owed.	This	
accomplished	two	things.	First,	the	debtors	would	be	grateful	to	him;	and	second,	and	much	more	effective,	he	
had	involved	the	debtors	in	his	own	embezzlement,	and,	if	the	worst	came	to	the	worst,	he	was	now	in	a	strong	
position	to	exercise	a	little	judicious	blackmail!	
	
The	master	 himself	was	 something	 of	 a	 scoundrel,	 for,	 instead	 of	 being	 shocked	 at	 the	whole	 proceeding,	 he	
seemed	impressed	with	the	shrewdness	of	his	slave	and	actually	praised	him	for	what	he	had	done.	The	difficulty	
of	the	parable	is	it	seems	to	be	condoning,	even	praising	underhanded	actions---but	that	is	clearly	not	the	case.	I	
think	verse	8	is	the	key	to	it	all.		Here	we	see	Jesus’	point:	the	people	of	this	world	are	wiser	in	their	generation	
than	the	people	of	light.	That	means	that,	if	only	Christians	were	as	skilled	and	dedicated	in	our	attempt	to	attain	
goodness	as	the	people	of	the	world	are	in	their	attempt	to	attain	money	and	comfort,	we	would	all	be	further	
along	in	our	faith	journey.	If	people	would	give	as	much	attention	to	the	things	which	concern	their	souls	as	they	
do	 to	 the	 things	which	 concern	 their	 business	 and	 comfort,	 they	would	 be	much	better	 people.	Our	 faith	will	
begin	 to	 be	 real	 and	 effective	 only	 when	 we	 spend	 as	 much	 time	 and	 effort	 on	 it	 as	 we	 do	 on	 our	 worldly	
activities.	
	

• Do	you	spend	as	much	time	on	your	relationship	with	Christ	as	you	do	your	finances?	
• Do	you	honor	God	with	the	full	tithe	that	God	requires?		Remember,	an	offering	and	a	tithe	are	NOT	the	same	

things!		A	tithe	means	10%	of	your	income!	
• If	you	were	to	do	a	“time	audit”	of	your	typical	week---where	would	God	rank?	

	
Wednesday:	Matthew	6:19-24	
We	all	 need	 various	 kinds	 of	 possessions	 in	 order	 to	 live,	 such	 as	 food,	 housing,	 transportation,	 clothing,	 and	
such.	Jesus	is	not	condemning	personal	possessions;	rather,	He	is	challenging	the	focus	of	our	hearts.	If	we	gave	
up	everything,	we	would	not	be	able	 to	 function	 in	 society,	nor	be	a	blessing	 to	others.	At	 the	 same	 time,	we	
cannot	have	our	hearts	set	on	possessions;	we	need	to	trust	in	our	God	as	Provider.	God	provides	us	with	all	we	
need;	 it	 is	 our	 responsibility	 to	 work,	 using	 our	 gifts	 and	 abilities,	 and	 not	 be	 lazy.		Thus,	 when	 we	 live	 for	
possessions,	and	we	set	our	minds	on	the	accumulation	of	wealth	and	things,	we	miss	opportunities	and	blessings	
God	has	for	us.	Our	hearts	become	divided.	Our	attention	and	devotion	go	to	things	that	have	no	real	meaning,	
that	 will	 rot	 away,	 while	 things	 of	 real,	 eternal	 value	 are	 ignored.	 The	 fleeting,	 controlling	 issues	 in	 our	 lives	
capture	our	will	and	time,	while	the	real	work	of	the	Church	and	our	call	sit	unanswered	and	unaccomplished.			
	
When	we	do	not	obey	the	Light,	all	that	we	are	and	do	will	turn	into	darkness	and	strife,	and	we	never	find	peace	
within	our	own	skin!	This	will	happen	when	we	start	to	get	so	busy	that	we	have	no	time	for	growth	in	Christ.	Or,	
when	pride	and	experiences	take	the	place	of	our	sanctification,	our	growth	and	maturity	are	placed	on	hold.	This	
creates	a	spiritual	vacuum	that	will	collect	all	that	is	wrong	and	unworthy	for	our	character	and	purpose	to	glorify	
Christ.		
		

• How	do	your	appearance	and	your	material	goods	affect	the	way	others	treat	you?	What	about	other	
Christians?	

• How	can	possessions	be	used	to	point	your	life	toward	the	positive,	and	help	others?	What	is	the	balance	
between	your	possessions	being	bad,	yet	being	used	for	good?	

• What	are	some	of	the	things	you	can	do	to	make	sure	that	your	heart	is	not	set	upon	possessions;	more	
exactly,	how	can	you	trust	in	our	God	as	Provider?	



• Our	real	and	true	treasures	are	imperishable	(1	Peter	1:3-5)!	Make	a	list	of	them,	and	put	them	in	a	place	
that	you	can	see	daily	to	encourage	yourself	(keep	in	mind	that	true	treasures	are	not	material	in	nature,	
so	look	to	relationships	and	character).	

• How	 can	 you	 lay	 up	treasures	 in	 heaven?	 Can	 you	 create	 a	mindset	 to	 be	 in	 tune	with	what	 is	 really	
important,	versus	what	is	fleeting	and	rotting?	

• How	can	you	make	this	choice	real,	impacting,	and	lasting	for	you,	your	family,	and	your	church?	Whom	
will	you	serve,	and	will	you	be	determined	to	keep	your	promise	and	commitment?	
	
Thursday:	Matthew	6:25-34	
Yesterday’s	lesson	warned	us	how	possessions	can	divide	our	mind	so	that	they	control	our	direction	in	life.	In	so	
doing,	 they	 capture	 our	 hearts,	 and	 then	 control	 our	 will	 and	 aspirations.	 Jesus	continues	 in	 His	 discussion	
concerning	those	material	 things,	 that	such	pursuits	will	cause	us	to	worry,	and	worry	will	 take	the	place	of	all	
else	in	our	 life.	The	results	of	this	control	by	possessions	will	create	worry,	as	our	attention,	our	heart,	and	the	
identity	 of	 who	 we	 are	 become	 wrapped	 up	 in	 them.		The	 solution	 is	 simple.	 Put	 Christ	 and	 His	 will	 first,	
everything	else,	secondary.	When	we	have	our	hearts	centered	upon	what	is	really	important,	our	real	purposes	
and	 plans	 begin	 to	 function	 correctly,	 as	 our	 perspectives	 are	 in	 line	 with	 God's.	 The	 secret	 to	 a	 life	
of	contentment	is	having	the	right	perspective	of	our	place	in	the	kingdom.	
		
As	a	Christian,	we	have	to	have	the	perspective	that	all	things	in	life,	all	that	we	have,	see,	and	use,	do	not	belong	
to	us.	 It	 all	 belongs	 to	God---all	 of	 it---even	our	bodies!	We	did	not	 create	 them;	we	are	merely	 the	 stewards	
entrusted	to	care	for,	develop,	and	use	them	wisely,	all	to	His	glory,	and	to	progress	with	His	call	and	His	Kingdom	
upon	our	hearts	and	the	world.	This	 is	one	of	the	reasons	 it	 is	so	 important	for	Christians	to	treat	animals	with	
respect	 and	 love.	 	 This	 is	why	 it	 is	 important	 that	Christians	 care	 for	 the	environment---all	 are	God’s	 creation;	
God’s	 personal	 property;	 and	 just	 as	we	would	 never	 dream	 of	 abusing	 a	 car	 that	we	 have	 borrowed	 from	 a	
friend;	we	should	never	abuse	the	world	that	we	are	borrowing	from	God!	When	we	think	we	have	ownership,	
we	 are	 deluding	 ourselves,	 creating	 worry	 and	 needless	 stress.	 We	 then	 get	 ourselves	 off	 His	 plan	 and	Will,	
because	we	seek	possession	and	not	His	Kingdom!	
	
We	have	to	understand	that	when	we	worry	about	trivial	things,	lust	after	goods	and	riches,	even	things	we	need,	
it	will	choke	from	us	the	life	we	could	have	had	in	Christ	(Matthew	13:22).	It	is	our	relationship	with	Him	that	is	
important,	and	that	we	are	to	seek.	We	are	to	seek	His	provisions	for	every	aspect	of	our	lives	and	work	all	we	
can	to	help	fulfill	it.	If	we	do	not	pay	attention	to	Jesus'	teachings	because	we	are	too	busy	worrying,	we	may	go	
through	life	on	earth	without	His	help.		Do	not	let	Jesus	be	a	concept,	let	Him	be	your	LORD!	
	

• If	the	solution	is	so	simple	to	our	worries	(seek	Him	first),	why	is	it	so	hard	for	us	to	do	it?	
• Jesus	tells	us	that	pursuing	material	things	will	cause	us	to	worry,	and	worry	will	take	the	place	of	all	else	in	our	

life.	How	have	you	seen	this	true	in	your	life?	
• How	do	possessions	divide	our	minds	so	that	they	control	our	direction	in	life?	What	can	you	do	to	prevent	this	

from	happening?	
• Christians	are	called	to	seek	God	and	His	Will,	not	our	gratification,	because	it	will	lead	us	nowhere.	How	would	

pursuing	the	things	of	the	world	lead	you	away	from	Christ?	What	could	you	do	to	prevent	it?	
• How	 can	 you	 make	 the	 number	 one	 priority	 in	 your	 life	 the	 seeking	 of	 His	 kingdom?	 Write	 out	 a	 plan	 to	

accomplish	this!	
		
Friday:	Matthew	7:24-29	
Here	 Jesus	closes	 the	Sermon	on	the	Mount	 (Matthew	5-7).	His	 final	message	 for	us	 is	 that	 it	 is	useless	 to	call	
ourselves	Christians	unless	we	practice	what	He	has	taught	us,	which	we	are	to	believe	and	also	teach.	To	achieve	
more	 intimacy	with	 our	 Lord,	 and	 to	 be	more	 effective	 servants	 of	 God	we	must	 be	willing	 to	 take	 a	 look	 at	
ourselves	to	see	where	we	are	and	on	what	foundation	our	lives	are	built.	This	passage	tells	us	where	we	lay	the	
foundation	for	our	life.	What	is	it	that	moves,	stimulates,	and	inspires	us?	Will	we	be	able	to	weather	the	storms	
of	 life,	or	will	we	be	washed	away?	Is	our	 life	built	on	shifting	sand,	the	ways	of	the	world	that	distract	us	and	
lead	us	 away	 from	Him?	Does	 everything	we	 consider	 to	 be	 valuable	 and	 important	 just	wash	 away	 from	 the	



stresses,	chaos,	misdirected	deeds,	and	bad	decisions	of	 life--from	SIN?	Or,	do	we	build	on	His	foundation,	and	
from	the	precepts	of	His	Word	where	we	remain	steadfast	and	secure?		

When	we	build	on	the	rock,	we	are	securing	a	firm	foundation	with	our	obedience	and	trust	 in	what	Christ	has	
done,	as	we	put	it	in	all	aspects	of	our	life.	So,	our	motivation	is	based	on	who	we	are	in	Him.	This	is	not	done	by	
our	 proclamations	 and	 speeches,	 it	 is	manifested	 by	 taking	 the	 knowledge	 of	 our	 Lord	 and	His	work,	 and	 the	
relationship	we	have	with	Him	so	it	becomes	the	transforming	force	to	motivate	us.	If	all	we	have	is	knowledge,	
we	have	nothing.	If	we	do	work	in	His	name	without	the	knowledge	of	who	Christ	is,	we	have	nothing.	
		
To	weather	the	storms	of	life	and	to	please	and	glorify	God	we	must	be	real,	authentic	Christians,	whose	lives	are	
transformed	and	built	on	His	foundation.	As	we	will	be	tested	in	life	in	preparation	for	eternity,	being	only	a	"fair-
weathered"	Christian	who	has	never	struggled	or	who	has	never	taken	seriously	his/her	faith	may	soon	find	out	
that	he/she	had	neither	faith	nor	a	relationship	with	Christ	as	Lord!	So,	do	you?	
	

• Why	do	you	suppose	a	"fair-weathered"	Christian,	who	has	never	struggled	or	taken	seriously	his/her	faith,	may	
soon	find	out	that	he/she	had	neither	faith	nor	a	relationship	with	Christ	as	Lord?		

• Will	you	be	emotionally	devastated	by	your	wrong	decisions,	realizing	we	all	make	them	from	time	to	time?	Or,	
will	you	be	able	to	stay	strong,	willing	to	carry	on	without	despair?	

• How	would	you	describe	the	quality	of	your	foundation?	Is	it	on	stable	ground?	Why,	or	why	not?	Be	specific.	
• What	gets	in	the	way	of	the	complete	practice	of	Jesus'	sermon	for	most	Christians?	What	about	you?	

	
Saturday:	Matthew	8:18-22	
This	passage	has	some	seemingly	strange	happenings	and	words	coming	from	Jesus.	Large	crowds	often	followed	
Jesus,	attracted	by	His	teachings	(Matthew	7:28-8:1),	and	His	miracles	(Matthew	8:16-18).	Then,	He	sees	a	large	
crowd	coming	toward	Him	so	He	ditches	them.	Then	individual	people	come	up	to	Him	and	He	turns	them	away	
too,	He	even	turns	away	a	Jewish	leader.	Jesus	gives	us	the	impression	He	is	pushing	people	away	that	have	come	
to	Him,	which	would	be	directly	opposed	to	His	character	and	mission.	So,	what	is	going	on	here?	

This	passage	stresses	the	radical	demands	of	Jesus'	call.	His	call,	above	all	else	for	us	as	Christians,	of	what	God's	
will	is	all	about,	and	of	what	we	are	to	be	doing	in	our	personal	lives	and	in	our	churches	is…	Discipleship!	Nothing	
else	is	more	important,	period.	At	the	same	time	that	He	gives	us	this	call,	a	great	cost	is	placed	before	us	that	we	
need	to	accept.	It	is	a	cost	that	He	paid	on	the	cross,	a	cost	of	our	will.	It	is	a	sacrifice	of	all	that	we	may	think	is	
important,	except	that	with	eternity	in	mind,	it	is	not.	
		
None	of	these	people	were	really	turned	away	by	our	Lord.	Rather,	they,	themselves	turned	away	of	their	own	
will	 because	 they	 just	 wanted	 a	 show.	 Those	 who	 said	 they	 wanted	 to	 follow	 Him	 refused	 to	 pay	 the	 cost.	
Remember,	our	Lord	knows	what	is	in	our	hearts	and	what	is	motivating	us	(John	2:25).		If	we	respond	to	Follow	
Me	with	a	"but"	we	will	never	truly	follow.	We	will	never	grow	in	the	depths	of	His	precepts,	or	be	able	to	serve	
Him	fully.	We	will	 remain	 in	our	status	quo,	saved	perhaps,	but	uninvolved,	sitting	 in	a	pew,	with	no	 impact	or	
reason	for	being	a	Christian.	If	you	have	reservations,	think	them	through.	Do	they	have	more	to	offer	you?	Do	
they	have	a	greater	purpose	or	impact?	Will	they	follow	you	into	eternity?	Life	is	short,	make	the	most	of	it	and	
just	 go	 and	 follow	Him!	 Be	 real	 and	 be	 committed!	Do	 not	 let	 doubt,	 the	 pleasures	 of	 this	world,	 or	 your	 sin	
distract	you	from	life's	greatest	opportunity	and	adventure…His	call!		Embrace	His	call	with	unmovable	trust	and	
be	assured	that	His	plan	is	the	best	plan.	
	

• How	does	the	fact	that	our	Lord	knows	what	is	in	our	hearts	and	what	is	motivating	us	stimulate	your	decisions	
and	actions?	

• What	do	you	believe	is	the	most	important	call--above	all	else--for	you	as	a	Christian?	
• Christ	calls	us	to	make	disciples	(Matthew	28:	18-20).	We	are	called	to	serve	the	people	around	us,	and	to	know	

what	to	pursue	 in	our	own	 lives.	What	are	you	doing	 in	your	 life	personally,	and	at	Living	Word,	 to	reflect	 this	
call?	

• Read	1	Peter	2:11.	What	is	in	the	way	of	making	discipleship	a	priority	in	your	ministry?	



• Do	you	think	that	Jesus	was	testing	their	resolve,	commitment,	and	intentions?	If	He	did	this	with	you,	would	you	
pass?	

• Selfish	intentions	are	common	and	a	part	of	our	sinful	nature	that	Jesus	asks	that	we	purge.	How	do	they	get	in	
the	way	of	His	call	for	you	and	the	church?	How	can	you	purge	those	selfish	intentions?	
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