
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	24-29,	2017)	
	
Monday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–11	
Here	St.	Paul	stresses	the	essential	unity	of	the	Church.	The	Church	is	the	Body	of	Christ	and	the	characteristic	of	a	
healthy	body	is	that	every	part	in	it	performs	its	own	function	for	the	good	of	the	whole,	but	unity	does	not	mean	
uniformity,	 and	 therefore	within	 the	 Church,	 there	 are	 differing	 gifts	 and	 differing	 functions.	 But	 every	 one	 of	
them	is	a	gift	of	the	same	Spirit	and	designed,	not	for	the	glory	of	the	individual	member	of	the	Church,	but	for	
the	good	of	the	whole.	
	
Paul	 begins	 by	 saying	 that	 all	 special	 gifts	 (charismata)	 come	 from	 God	 and	 it	 is	 his	 belief	 that	 they	 must,	
therefore,	be	used	in	God’s	service.	The	fault	of	the	Church,	in	modern	times	at	least,	is	that	it	has	interpreted	the	
idea	of	special	gifts	far	too	narrowly.	It	has	too	often	acted	on	the	apparent	assumption	that	the	special	gifts	which	
it	can	use	consist	of	things	like	speaking,	praying,	teaching,	writing—the	more	or	less	intellectual	gifts.	It	would	be	
better	if	the	Church	would	realize	that	the	gifts	of	the	man	who	can	work	with	his	hands	are	special	gifts	from	God.	
The	mason,	the	carpenter,	the	electrician,	the	painter,	the	engineer,	the	plumber	all	have	their	special	gifts,	which	
are	from	God	and	can	be	used	for	Him.		It	is	of	the	greatest	interest	to	examine	the	list	of	special	gifts	which	Paul	
gives	because	from	them	we	learn	much	about	the	character	and	work	of	the	early	Church.	
	
He	 begins	 with	 two	 things	 which	 sound	 very	 much	 like	 each	 other—the	 word	 of	 wisdom	 and	 the	 word	 of	
knowledge.	The	Greek	word	we	have	translated	wisdom	is	sophia.	It	is	defined	by	Clement	of	Alexandria	as	“the	
knowledge	of	things	human	and	divine	and	of	their	causes.”	Aristotle	described	it	as	“striving	after	the	best	ends	
and	 using	 the	 best	 means.”	 This	 is	 the	 highest	 kind	 of	 wisdom;	 it	 comes	 not	 so	 much	 from	 thought	 as	 from	
communion	with	God.	It	is	the	wisdom	which	knows	God.		
	
Knowledge—the	Greek	word	is	gnosis—is	a	much	more	practical	thing.	It	is	the	knowledge	which	knows	what	to	
do	 in	 any	 given	 situation.	 It	 is	 the	 practical	 application	 to	 human	 life	 and	 affairs	 of	 sophia.	 The	 two	 things	 are	
necessary—the	wisdom	which	knows	by	communion	with	God	the	deep	things	of	God,	and	the	knowledge	which,	
in	the	daily	life	of	the	world	and	the	Church,	can	put	that	wisdom	into	practice.	
	
Tuesday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–11	(continued)	
Next	on	the	list	comes	faith.	Paul	means	more	than	what	we	might	call	ordinary	faith.	It	 is	the	faith	which	really	
produces	results.	 It	 is	not	 just	the	intellectual	conviction	that	a	thing	is	true;	 it	 is	the	passionate	belief	 in	a	thing	
which	makes	someone	live	out	their	life	in	response	to	it.	It	is	the	faith	which	turns	the	vision	into	deeds.	
	
Next,	 Paul	 speaks	 of	 special	 gifts	 of	 healings.	 The	 early	 Church	 lived	 in	 a	world	where	 healing	miracles	were	 a	
commonplace.	 If	a	 Jew	was	 ill,	he	was	much	more	 likely	to	go	to	the	Rabbi	 than	to	the	doctor.	There	 is	not	the	
slightest	doubt	 that	gifts	of	healing	did	exist	 in	 the	early	Church;	Paul	would	never	have	cited	them	unless	 they	
were	real.	In	the	letter	of	James	(5:14)	there	is	an	instruction	that	if	a	man	is	ill	he	must	come	to	the	elders	and	
they	will	anoint	him	with	oil.	It	is	the	simple	historical	fact	that	until	the	ninth	century	the	Sacrament	of	Unction	
was	for	healing;	and	only	then	did	it	become	the	Sacrament	of	Extreme	Unction,	and	a	preparation	for	death.	The	
Church	never	altogether	lost	this	gift	of	healing,	and	in	recent	times	it	has	been	somewhat	rediscovered.	We	have	
had	many	examples	of	this	right	here	at	Living	Word.		But	we	also	need	to	understand	that	healing	does	not	just	
mean	physical!		We	are	very	impressed	with	physical	healing,	but	sometimes	that	is	not	what	we	need	most.		Read	
Mark	2:1-12.		
	
Wednesday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–11	(continued)	
Next,	Paul	 lists	wonderful	deeds	of	power.	Almost	certainly	he	refers	to	exorcisms.	In	those	days	many	illnesses,	
often	all	 illnesses,	and	especially	mental	 illnesses,	were	attributed	to	the	work	of	demons;	and	it	was	one	of	the	
functions	 of	 the	 Church	 to	 exorcise	 these	 demons.	 Whether	 or	 not	 they	 were,	 in	 fact,	 real,	 the	 person	 so	
possessed	was	 convinced	 that	 they	were,	 and	 the	Church	 could	and	did	help	him.	Exorcism	 is	 still	 very	much	a	



reality	 in	 the	mission	 field,	 and	at	 all	 times	 it	 is	 the	 function	of	 the	Church	 to	minister	 to	 a	mind	diseased	and	
disturbed.			
Paul	goes	on	to	mention	prophecy.	It	would	give	a	better	idea	of	the	meaning	of	this	word	if	we	translated	it	to	
preaching.	We	have	too	much	associated	prophecy	with	 the	 foretelling	of	what	was	 to	happen.	But	at	all	 times	
prophecy	has	been	far	more	forth	telling	than	foretelling.	A	prophet	is	a	person	who	lives	so	close	to	God	that	he	
knows	His	mind	and	heart	and	will,	and	so	can	make	them	known	to	men.	Because	of	that,	his	function	is	twofold.	
(a)	He	brings	rebuke	and	warning,	telling	men	that	their	way	of	action	is	not	in	accordance	with	the	will	of	God.	(b)	
He	brings	advice	and	guidance,	seeking	to	direct	men	into	the	ways	God	wishes	them	to	go.	
	
Thursday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–11	(continued)	
Paul	 then	 mentions	 the	 ability	 to	 distinguish	 between	 different	 kinds	 of	 spirits.	 In	 a	 society	 where	 the	
atmosphere	 was	 tense	 and	 where	 all	 kinds	 of	 manifestations	 were	 normal,	 it	 was	 necessary	 to	 distinguish	
between	what	was	real	and	what	was	merely	hysterical,	between	what	came	from	God	and	what	came	from	the	
devil.	To	this	day,	when	a	thing	is	outside	our	ordinary	orbit,	it	is	supremely	difficult	to	tell	whether	it	is	from	God	
or	not.	The	one	principle	to	observe	is	that	we	must	always	try	to	understand	before	we	condemn.	
	
Lastly,	Paul	lists	the	gift	of	tongues	and	the	ability	to	interpret	them.	This	matter	of	tongues	was	causing	a	great	
deal	of	perplexity	in	the	Church	at	Corinth.	What	happened	was	this—at	a	church	service	someone	would	fall	into	
an	ecstasy	and	pour	out	a	 torrent	of	unintelligible	 sounds	 in	no	known	 language.	This	was	a	highly-coveted	gift	
because	 it	was	 supposed	 to	 be	 due	 to	 the	 direct	 influence	 of	 the	 Spirit	 of	God.	 To	 the	 congregation,	 it	was	 of	
course	completely	meaningless.	Sometimes	the	person	so	moved	could	interpret	his	own	outpourings,	but	usually	
it	 required	 someone	 else	 who	 had	 the	 gift	 of	 interpretation.	 Paul	 never	 questioned	 the	 reality	 of	 the	 gift	 of	
tongues,	but	he	was	well	aware	that	it	had	its	dangers,	for	ecstasy	and	a	kind	of	self-hypnotism	are	very	difficult	to	
distinguish.			
	
Friday:	1	Corinthians	12:12–31	
Here	 is	 one	 of	 the	most	 famous	 pictures	 of	 the	 unity	 of	 the	 Church	 ever	written.	 Paul	 drew	 his	 picture	 of	 the	
Church	as	a	body.	A	body	consists	of	many	parts	but	there	is	in	it	an	essential	unity.	Think	about	it,	if	I	smash	my	
finger	with	a	hammer,	I	do	not	say,	“My	finger	has	pain,	”	I	say,	“I	have	a	pain.”	There	is	an	I,	a	personality,	which	
gives	unity	to	the	many	and	varying	parts	of	the	body.	What	the	I	is	to	the	body,	Christ	is	to	the	Church.	It	is	in	Him	
that	all	the	diverse	parts	find	their	unity.		Paul	goes	on	to	look	at	this	in	another	way.	“You,”	he	says,	“are	the	Body	
of	Christ.”	There	is	a	tremendous	thought	here.	Christ	is	no	longer	in	this	world	in	a	body;	therefore,	if	He	wants	a	
task	done	within	the	world	He	has	to	find	a	person	to	do	it.	If	He	wants	a	child	taught,	He	has	to	find	a	teacher	to	
teach	him;	if	He	wants	a	sick	person	cured,	He	has	to	find	a	physician	or	surgeon	to	do	His	work;	if	He	wants	His	
story	told,	He	has	to	find	someone	to	tell	it.	Literally,	we	have	to	be	the	Body	of	Christ,	hands	to	do	His	work,	feet	
to	run	upon	His	errands,	a	voice	to	speak	for	Him.	 	Here	is	the	supreme	glory	of	the	Christian—he	is	part	of	the	
Body	of	Christ	upon	earth.	
	
So	Paul	draws	a	picture	of	the	unity	which	should	exist	inside	the	Church	if	it	is	to	fulfill	its	proper	function.	A	body	
is	healthy	and	efficient	only	when	each	part	is	functioning	perfectly.	The	parts	of	the	body	are	not	jealous	of	each	
other	and	do	not	covet	each	other’s	functions.	From	Paul’s	picture,	we	see	certain	things	which	ought	to	exist	in	
the	Church,	the	Body	of	Christ.	
	
We	ought	to	realize	that	we	need	each	other.	There	can	be	no	such	thing	as	isolation	in	the	Church.	Far	too	often	
people	 in	 the	Church	become	so	engrossed	 in	 the	bit	of	work	 they	are	doing	and	are	convinced	of	 its	 supreme	
importance	that	they	neglect	or	even	criticize	others	who	have	chosen	to	do	other	work.	If	the	Church	is	to	be	a	
healthy	body,	we	need	work	that	everyone	can	do.	
	
We	ought	 to	 respect	 each	 other.	 In	 the	 body,	 there	 is	 no	 question	 of	 rank.	 If	 any	 limb	or	 any	 organ	 ceases	 to	
function,	 the	whole	body	 is	 thrown	out	of	gear.	 It	 is	so	with	the	Church.	“All	service	ranks	the	same	with	God.”	



Whenever	we	begin	to	think	about	our	own	importance	or	unimportance	in	the	Christian	Church,	the	possibility	of	
real	Christian	work	is	gone.	
	
We	ought	to	sympathize	with	each	other.	If	any	one	part	of	the	body	is	affected,	all	the	others	suffer	in	sympathy	
because	 they	 cannot	 help	 it.	 The	 Church	 is	 a	 whole.	 The	 person	 who	 cannot	 see	 beyond	 his	 or	 her	 own	
organization,	the	person	who	cannot	see	beyond	his	or	her	congregation,	worse	still,	the	person	who	cannot	see	
beyond	his	or	her	own	family	circle,	has	not	even	begun	to	grasp	the	real	unity	of	the	Church.	
	
Saturday:	1	Corinthians	12:12–31	continued	
At	the	end	of	the	passage,	Paul	speaks	of	various	forms	of	service	in	the	Church.	Some	he	has	already	mentioned,	
but	some	are	new.	
	
At	the	head	of	everything,	he	puts	the	apostles.	They	were,	beyond	question,	the	greatest	figures	in	the	Church.	
Their	authority	was	not	confined	to	one	place;	they	had	no	settled	and	localized	ministry;	their	writ	ran	through	
the	whole	Church.	Why	should	that	be?	The	essential	qualification	of	an	apostle	was	that	he	must	have	companied	
with	Jesus	during	His	earthly	life	and	been	a	witness	of	the	Resurrection	(Acts	1:22).	The	apostles	were	those	who	
had	the	closest	contact	with	Jesus	in	the	days	of	His	flesh	and	in	the	days	of	His	risen	power.	Jesus	never	wrote	a	
word	on	paper;	instead,	He	wrote	His	message	upon	men,	and	these	men	were	the	apostles.		
	
We	 have	 already	 spoken	 about	 the	 prophets,	 but	 now	 Paul	 adds	 teachers.	 It	 is	 impossible	 to	 exaggerate	 their	
importance.	These	were	the	people	who	had	to	build	up	the	converts	won	by	the	preaching	of	the	evangelists	and	
the	apostles.	They	had	to	instruct	men	and	women	who	knew	literally	nothing	about	Christianity.	Their	supreme	
importance	lies	in	this—the	first	gospel,	Mark’s,	was	not	written	until	about	A.	D.	60,	that	is	to	say,	not	until	about	
thirty	years	after	the	crucifixion	of	Jesus.	We	have	to	think	ourselves	back	to	a	time	when	printing	did	not	exist,	
when	books	had	to	be	hand-written	and	were	scarce,	when	a	volume	the	size	of	the	New	Testament	would	cost	an	
enormous	amount	to	buy,	when	ordinary	folk	could	never	hope	to	possess	a	book.	As	a	result,	the	story	of	Jesus	
had	to	be	handed	down	in	the	beginning	by	word	of	mouth.	That	was	the	teacher’s	task,	and	we	must	remember	
this—a	scholar	will	learn	more	from	a	good	teacher	than	from	any	book.	We	have	books	in	plenty	nowadays,	but	it	
is	still	true	that	it	is	through	people	that	a	man	really	learns	of	Christ.	
	
Paul	speaks	of	helpers.	These	were	people	whose	duty	it	was	to	reach	out	to	the	poor,	the	orphan,	the	widow	and	
the	stranger.	From	the	very	beginning,	Christianity	was	an	intensely	practical	thing.	A	man	may	be	a	poor	speaker	
and	have	no	gift	of	teaching,	but	is	open	to	everyone	to	help.	
	
Paul	speaks	of	the	administrators	(kuberneseis).	The	Greek	word	is	very	interesting;	it	literally	refers	to	the	work	of	
a	pilot	who	steers	the	ship	through	the	rocks	and	shoals	to	harbor.	Paul	is	referring	to	the	people	who	carry	out	
the	administration	of	the	Church.	It	is	supremely	essential	work.	In	the	foreground,	the	preacher	and	the	teacher	
hold	 the	 limelight,	 but	 they	 could	 never	 do	 their	 work	 at	 all	 unless	 in	 the	 background	 there	 were	 those	 who	
shouldered	the	routine	day	to	day	administration.	There	are	parts	of	 the	body	which	are	never	seen	but	whose	
function	is	more	important	than	any	other;	there	are	those	who	serve	the	Church	in	ways	that	win	no	publicity,	
but	without	whose	service,	the	Church	could	not	go	on.	
	
But	in	the	end,	Paul	is	going	to	go	on	to	speak	of	a	greater	gift	than	all	the	others.	The	danger	always	is	that	those	
who	 have	 different	 gifts	 will	 be	 at	 variance	with	 each	 other,	 and	 so	 the	 effective	working	 of	 the	 body	will	 be	
hindered.		
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