
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(July	31-	August	5,	2017)	

	
Monday:	Isaiah	59:1-15	
The	Bible	teaches	us	that	loneliness	is	a	curse	of	humankind	brought	about	by	our	separation	from	God.		When	
we	sin,	we	choose	to	divorce	ourselves	from	God.		God	does	not	break	the	relationship,	we	do---so	loneliness	is	
not	a	punishment	 from	God---God	did	not	bring	 it	about---loneliness	 is	 the	 result	of	breaking	our	 relationship	
with	God.	 In	order	to	end	loneliness,	we	need	to	once	more	be	made	one	with	God.	 	But,	as	sinners,	the	only	
way	to	do	that	is	to	confess	our	sins,	repent,	and	allow	God’s	grace	to	repair	what	we	destroyed.	
	
The	word	confession	comes	from	two	Greek	words,	which	combined	literally	mean	"to	say	the	same	thing."	In	
other	words,	confession	 is	 the	conviction	that	God	 is	 right,	and	we	are	wrong.	 	So,	 if	confession	 is	agreement	
with	God,	then	sin	is	disagreement	with	God.	It	is	choosing	to	live	our	lives	by	our	values	instead	of	God's,	our	
wills	 instead	 of	God's,	 and	 our	 plans	 instead	 of	God's.	 Confession	 is	 to	 own	up	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 our	 behavior	
wasn't	 just	 the	 result	 of	 bad	 parenting,	 poor	 genes,	 jealous	 siblings,	 or	 a	 chemical	 imbalance,	 we	 are	 not	
“victims”,	we	are	perpetrators.	Any	or	all	of	those	factors	may	be	involved	in	our	decision,	human	behavior	is	a	
complex	thing.	But	confession	means	that	we	are	admitting	that	somewhere	 in	the	mix	was	a	choice,	and	the	
choice	was	made	by	us,	and	it	does	not	need	to	be	excused,	explained,	or	even	understood.	The	choice	needs	to	
be	forgiven.	And	it	is	forgiven	when	we	admit	to	our	dishonesty	of	trying	to	live	on	our	terms	instead	of	God's.	
That's	where	confession	comes	in.	
	
Confession	always	begins	with	God’s	standards.	If	it	did	not	begin	with	God,	we	would	simply	compare	ourselves	
with	others;	and	let’s	face	it---we	can	always	find	someone	who	is	worse	than	we	are!	 If	other	people	are	the	
standard	for	determining	how	good	or	bad	I	am;	I	will	always	make	myself	look	better	than	I	really	am.	But	when	
I	compare	myself	with	the	absolute	holiness	of	God,	then	I	recognize	that	I	fall	miserably	short	every	day.	 	We	
need	to	view	sin	as	God	views	it---not	as	our	culture	views	it.	God	doesn't	measure	our	sin	against	someone	else.	
God	sees	sin	as	a	rebellion	against	His	authority.		
	

• Why	does	sin	separate	us	from	God?	
• How	is	sin	an	act	of	rebellion?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	confess?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	repent?	

Tuesday:	Acts	2:37-41	
This	passage	shows	us	the	effect	of	the	cross.	 	When	people	realized	that	their	sins	crucified	Jesus,	they	were	
truly	 and	 utterly	 convicted	 (Read	 John	 12:32).	 Every	 single	 one	 of	 us	 played	 a	 part	 in	 the	 crucifixion;	 just	 as	
surely	as	we	were	the	one	with	the	hammer.		When	we	truly	understand	what	happened	on	the	cross	and	why,	
it	should	break	our	hearts.	 	In	the	great	hymn	“O	Sacred	Head	Now	Wounded”	the	ancient,	anonymous	writer	
spoke	for	all	of	us:	“What	Thou,	my	Lord	has	suffered	was	all	for	sinners	gain;	mine,	mine	was	the	transgression,	
but	 Thine	 the	 deadly	 pain.	 	 Lo	 here	 I	 fall,	 my	 Savior!	 	 ‘Tis	 I	 deserve	 Thy	 place;	 look	 on	 me	 with	 Thy	 favor,	
vouchsafe	to	me	Thy	grace.”		The	cross	demands	a	reaction	from	humans.		Peter	let	us	know	what	that	reaction	
should	be.		“Repent.”			
	

• What	does	“Repent”	mean?	
• What	is	the	difference	between	repent	and	remorse?						

	
Repentance	means	to	change	our	ways,	to	change	our	priorities,	to	change	our	lives.	 	You	can	be	convicted	of	
your	 sins,	 but	 not	 repent.	 	 For	 example,	 I	 could	 be	 absolutely	 convinced	 that	 tapping	 into	 a	 pornographic	
website	is	wrong	and	still	do	it.		When	we	truly	repent,	not	just	our	present	and	future	changes,	but	so	does	our	
past.		Not	only	are	we	given	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	battle	our	present	and	future	sins,	not	only	are	we	
able	to	be	more	than	conquerors	over	sins	that	used	to	conquer	us,	but	we	are	set	free	from	the	consequences	



of	our	past	sins.		God	removes	them	from	us,	bears	the	punishment	for	them	on	the	cross	so	that	we	will	never	
have	to	bear	the	punishment.	

•									Why	is	repenting	so	important?	
•									What	happens	when	we	repent?	
	
Wednesday:	Philippians	2:5–6	
Two	words	 show	 the	 unchangeable	 godhead	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 The	word	which	 the	 New	 International	 Version	
Bible	translates	“being”	is	from	the	Greek	verb	“huparchein”	which	describes	that	part	of	our	human	nature	that	
cannot	be	changed.	So	Paul	is	saying	that	Jesus	Christ	was	unalterably	God,	and	the	incarnation	did	not	change	
that.		Paul	goes	on	to	say	that	the	man,	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	was	in	the	form	of	God.	There	are	two	Greek	words	
for	form,	morphē	and	schēma.	They	are	both	translated	“form”	because	there	is	no	other	English	equivalent,	but	
they	do	not	mean	the	same	thing.		
	
Morphē	is	the	essential	form	which	never	alters;	schēma	is	the	outward	form	which	changes	from	time	to	time	
and	 from	 circumstance	 to	 circumstance.	 For	 instance,	 the	morphē	 of	 any	 human	 being	 is	 humanity	 and	 this	
never	changes,	but	his	schēma	is	continually	changing.	A	baby,	a	child,	a	youth,	a	middle	aged	person,	an	older	
adult	always	have	the	morphē	of	humanity,	but	 the	outward	schēma	changes	all	 the	time.	The	morphē	never	
alters;	the	schēma	continually	does.	The	word	Paul	uses	for	Jesus	being	in	the	form	of	God	is	morphē;	that	is	to	
say,	His	unchangeable	being	is	divine.	Like	the	rest	of	us	humans,	His	outward	schēma	changed,	but	His	divine	
nature	never	did.			Jesus	did	not	think	equality	with	God	was	something	to	be	grasped.		The	word	which	we	have	
translated	as	“grasped”,	can	mean	one	of	two	things,	both	of	which	are	correct	translations.		
	

• It	can	mean	that	Jesus	did	not	need	to	grasp	at	equality	with	God	because	He	WAS	God.		
• It	can	mean	that	He	did	not	grasp	at	equality	with	God	as	if	to	jealously	horde	it	for	Himself,	but	willingly	

laid	it	down	for	our	sakes.	Both	translations	are	correct	and	reveal	to	us	the	essential	godhead	of	Jesus	
Christ.	

Thursday:	Philippians	2:7-11	
The	Greek	word	that	the	New	International	Version	Bible	translates	as	“gave	up”	is	a	verb	which	means	literally	
“to	empty”,	much	like	pouring	out	all	of	the	water	in	a	pitcher.	This	is	the	word	that	St.	Paul	uses	to	describe	the	
glory	of	the	incarnation.	Jesus	willingly	gave	up	His	glory	in	order	to	become	a	human	being.	He	emptied	Himself	
of	His	deity	to	take	upon	Himself	His	humanity;	He	made	Himself	nothing	for	us.		
	
So	Jesus	took	upon	Himself	the	form	of	a	servant;	He	took	the	very	form	of	a	slave.	The	word	used	for	form	is	
morphē,	which	we	have	seen	means	the	essential	form.	Paul	means	that	when	Jesus	became	human	it	was	not	
just	 in	appearance,	but	 in	 reality.	So,	 then,	Paul	 says	of	 Jesus	 that	He	humbled	Himself	and	became	obedient	
unto	death,	even	the	death	of	a	cross.	The	great	characteristics	of	Jesus’	life	were	humility,	obedience,	and	self-
renunciation.	He	did	not	desire	to	dominate	humankind	but	only	to	serve	them;	He	did	not	desire	His	own	way	
but	only	God	the	Father’s	way;	He	did	not	desire	to	exalt	Himself	but	only	to	renounce	all	His	glory	for	the	sake	
of	us.	If	humility,	obedience,	and	self-renunciation	were	the	characteristics	of	the	life	of	Jesus,	they	must	also	be	
the	characteristics	of	our	 lives.	Selfishness,	self-seeking	and	self-display	destroy	our	relationship	with	God	and	
our	fellowship	with	each	other,	leaving	us	lonely.	
	

• Why	does	selfishness	bring	about	loneliness?	
• How	do	selflessness	and	generosity	dispel	loneliness?	

Friday:	Hebrews	13:1–6		
We	are	called	to	love	and	to	continue	to	do	so	no	matter	what	the	circumstances.	In	so	doing,	we	can	also	show	
hospitality	 to	both	 those	we	know	and	 those	we	do	not	know;	we	may	even	entertain	angels.	We	are	not	 to	
forget	 those	who	suffer	 loneliness,	who	are	 in	prison	and	 the	social	outcasts.	We	are	 to	 treat	others	as	 Jesus	
does:	 feel	 their	 pain,	 have	 compassion,	 and	 do	 something	 to	 help.	 We	 are	 also	 to	 give	 honor	 to	 marriage,	



helping	people	build	their	marriages	and	fight	against	immorality	and	adultery.	We	are	not	to	love	money,	but	
regard	 it	 only	 as	 a	 tool;	 we	 are	 to	 be	 content	 in	 Christ,	 for	 He	will	 never	 leave	 or	 forsake	 us.	We	 can	 have	
confidence	in	Christ,	for	He	will	help	us;	we	need	never	be	afraid	of	situations	or	peoples.	We	are	not	in	this	life	
alone;	we	have	Christ	and	one	another.	And,	He	gives	us	all	we	need	to	run	this	race	of	life	and	faith	successfully.	
Do	not	forget	to	respect	your	leaders,	receive	the	Word	from	them,	and	remember	all	of	the	good.	Jesus	is	the	
same	yesterday,	and	today,	and	tomorrow-forever.	
	
Today’s	 lesson	 urges	 us	 to	“keep	 the	 faith”,	 “hang	 in	 there”,	 and	 “step	 up	 and	 not	 give	 up”.	 	The	 author	 of	
Hebrews	uses	athletic	 images	 to	help	us	draw	closer	 to	God's	heart	 and	build	our	 faith	even	when	 times	are	
harsh	or	confusing,	we	are	warned	that	if	we	do	not	train,	we	cannot	race	and	if	we	cannot	race,	we	miss	out	on	
so	much.	We	are	chastised	for	our	apathy	and	sin.		
	
Faith	 is	 necessary	 to	 be	 and	 grow	 in	 Christ	 and	 love	 is	 the	 power	 that	makes	 this	 possible.	 This	 is	 what	 the	
practice	of	the	Christian	life	is	to	be	about.	Love	is	the	practical	application	of	Christ	setting	us	free,	what	He	has	
called,	 and	 what	 it	 means	 to	 be	 transformed	 and	 renewed.	 This	 love	 is	 what	 helps	 us	 be	 encouragers	 and	
equippers	in	other's	lives	as	well.	Love,	Faith,	and	Hope	are	also	spurred	on	in	the	community	and	are	mutually	
shared	 as	 we	 each	 participate	 in	 Christ	 and	 contribute	 to	 the	 needs	 of	 one	 another	 to	 grow	 further	 in	 our	
journey	 of	 Christian	 living.	 In	 this	 way,	 we	 share	 Christ	 by	 showing	 Christ	 and	 therefore	 state	 privately	 and	
publicly	what	it	is	to	know	and	love	our	Lord	to	those	who	do	not	know	Him	and	encourage	those	who	do.			

• Why	are	we	called	to	love	and	to	continue	to	do	so	no	matter	what	the	circumstance	or	oppositions?		
• What	would	your	life	look	like	if	you	did	this	more?	How	can	you?	
• How	 have	 you	 experienced	 Christ's	 love	 and	 grace?	 How	 can	 this	 help	 you	 feel	 His	 fellowship	 and	

empowerment	for	the	future?	

Saturday:	Ephesians	3:8-11	
We	see	in	this	passage	that	God	has	an	eternal	plan.	The	church	has	a	part	in	accomplishing	that	plan.	What	is	
important	to	see	here	is	that	no	individual	working	alone	could	ever	fulfill	this	plan	of	showing	every	perfection	
of	 God	 for	 all	 have	 sinned	 and	 fall	 short	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 God.	 So	 you	 see,	 the	 very	 nature	 of	 God’s	 plan	
necessitates	the	Godly	capacities	of	many	individuals	added	together	to	show	His	perfections	to	the	world.	You	
might	say	that	God’s	plan	must	be	compared	not	to	a	solo	but	to	a	symphony.	Its	beauty	is	impossible	to	capture	
in	one	note	no	matter	how	 loud.	Only	by	a	 full	orchestra	playing	 together	can	 the	beautiful	harmony	be	 fully	
captured.	And	this	is	what	the	Church	is,	God’s	orchestra!	In	order	to	fully	manifest	God,	each	person	must	not	
only	play	his	part	but	must	play	it	together.	So	in	God’s	symphony—His	plan,	the	score	is	the	Bible	which	reveals	
His	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	The	instruments	are	our	spiritual	gifts	and	natural	abilities.	And	the	indispensable	means	
we	use	to	perform	is	fellowship,	our	co-participation	in	accomplishing	His	purpose.	It	is	only	as	we	work	together	
in	this	way	that	it	is	possible	to	accomplish	God’s	plan.	This	is	why	fellowship	is	indispensable	to	the	church.	
	
Of	course,	some	people	try	to	do	 it	all	 themselves.	The	movie,	“Beau	Gueste”	 is	an	example	of	the	way	some	
churches	 function.	 In	 the	 movie,	 the	 Arabs	 are	 attacking	 a	 foreign	 legion	 outpost.	 There	 are	 only	 four	
legionnaires	left	alive	in	the	post.	But	they	want	the	enemy	to	think	they	have	lots	of	strength	so	they	propped	
up	the	dead	bodies	of	their	comrades	in	the	turrets	and	the	four	men	ran	around	the	walls	shooting	the	dead	
men’s	guns	for	them.	This	is	the	plan	of	many	churches	today.	They	hire	a	large	staff	to	prop	up	the	spiritually	
dead	and	fire	their	guns	for	them.	But	this	will	never	accomplish	God’s	plan.	
	
There	is	another	group	of	people	who	are	church-hoppers	and	non-participants.	They	think	the	church	can	make	
it	without	them.	However,	1	Corinthians	12	makes	it	clear	that	every	single	member	of	the	body	is	necessary	for	
its	proper	functioning.	Because	of	the	 importance	of	 fellowship,	no	one	has	the	right	to	amputate	themselves	
from	the	functioning	Body	of	Christ,	the	local	church.	
	



So,	then,	we	see	that	the	practice	of	fellowship,	the	outward	exercise	of	our	 inner	unity	 in	doing	God’s	will,	 is	
not	only	natural	but	indispensable	in	accomplishing	God’s	purpose	for	the	church.		

• Why	is	our	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ	necessary	for	fellowship	in	the	church?	
• Why	is	fellowship	in	the	church	necessary	for	our	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ?	
• What	are	some	concrete	ways	you	can	practice	fellowship	at	Living	Word?	
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