
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(August	21-26,	2017)	
	
Monday:		Genesis	32:22-32	
This	week’s	study	looks	at	several	Biblical	examples	of	the	life-change	that	happens	upon	an	encounter	with	God.		
In	yesterday’s	sermon,	we	heard	the	story	of	Nicodemus,	 in	which	Jesus	told	Nicodemus	that	he	must	be	“born	
again”	–	born	of	both	the	flesh	(physical	birth)	and	the	spirit	(spiritual	re-birth),	which	was	Jesus’	way	of	describing	
the	extreme	nature	of	the	life	change	that	an	encounter	with	God	provides.		If	you	did	not	hear	that	sermon,	you	
might	want	 to	 read	 John	3:1-21	before	 starting	 this	week’s	 study.	 	 Jesus	was	 surprised	 that	Nicodemus	did	not	
understand	 what	 He	 was	 talking	 about	 because	 stories	 of	 transformational	 change	 occur	 throughout	 the	 Old	
Testament	that	comprised	Nicodemus’	Scriptures.		One	of	the	most	important	occurs	in	today’s	story	about	Jacob.	
	
To	 set	 the	 context,	 Jacob	and	Esau	were	brothers	who	had	 separated	under	difficult	 circumstances.	 	 Jacob	had	
connived	 to	 steal	 the	 family	 blessing	 that	 Esau	 believed	was	 rightfully	 his	 from	 their	 father	 Isaac.	 	When	 Esau	
became	murderously	furious	with	Jacob,	Jacob	had	fled	his	homeland.		Now,	many	years	later,	Jacob	is	preparing	
to	 meet	 Esau	 and	 has	 sent	 his	 family	 and	 his	 belongings	 across	 the	 Jabbok	 River.	 	 When	 he	 is	 alone,	 a	
supernaturally	strong	“man”	wrestles	with	Jacob	all	night,	and	after	Jacob	has	been	subdued,	He	renames	Jacob	
“Israel”,	which	means	“struggles	with	God”	(the	name	“Jacob”	translates	to	“deceiver”	–	a	fitting	name	for	the	one	
who	deceived	his	 father	 to	 steal	his	brother’s	birthright!).	 	 So,	 Jacob,	 the	deceiver	has	become	 Israel,	 the	God-
struggler	–	but	he	was	left	with	a	permanent	reminder	of	his	weakness	and	God’s	power.	
	

• Why	do	you	think	it	was	important	for	Jacob	to	have	this	God-encounter	before	encountering	his	brother	
again?	

• How	does	the	name-change	signify	what	happened	to	Jacob?	
• How	is	the	struggle	to	be	reconciled	with	another	person	also	a	struggle	with	God?	
• When	have	you	struggled	with	God	over	a	personal	life	situation?	
• How	has	that	struggle	changed	you?	

	
Tuesday:		Isaiah	6:1-8	
These	verses	describe	the	prophet	 Isaiah’s	experience	of	being	called	by	God	to	serve	as	a	prophet.	 	Chapters	1	
through	5	of	the	book	of	Isaiah	help	to	set	the	context	of	Isaiah’s	call.		The	nation	of	Judah	(the	southern	part	of	
the	divided	kingdom	with	its	capital	in	Jerusalem)	had	turned	to	idolatry,	the	worship	of	other	gods,	while	at	the	
same	time	paying	lip	service	to	God.		The	leadership	had	failed,	the	rich	oppressed	the	poor,	and	the	sin	of	pride	
dominated	their	existence.		Through	Isaiah,	God	told	the	people	that	their	downfall	was	assured.		But	when	Isaiah	
first	 received	 his	 call,	 as	we	 read	 in	 today’s	 Scripture,	 he	was	 overwhelmed	 by	 the	 vision	 of	 God	 he	 received.		
When	faced	with	the	reality	of	God’s	presence,	which	Isaiah	experienced	through	sight,	sound,	touch,	and	smell,	
Isaiah	recognized	his	own	sinful	nature.		He	is	convinced	of	his	own	annihilation	in	the	presence	of	the	greatness	of	
God.		Yet,	God	sends	an	angel	to	touch	a	live	coal	to	Isaiah’s	lips,	symbolizing	cleansing	and	forgiveness.		Isaiah	is	a	
changed	man	–	he	no	 longer	sees	himself	 in	terms	of	his	sin,	but	 in	terms	of	God’s	atonement	of	his	sin.	 	He	 is,	
therefore,	now	able	to	respond	in	the	affirmative	when	God	asks	“who	will	go	to	speak	for	Me?”	
	

• Why	do	you	think	Isaiah	has	the	response	he	does	to	the	vision	of	God?	
• What	makes	Isaiah	able	to	volunteer	to	be	God’s	mouthpiece	in	the	end?	
• What	is	your	own	personal	experience	of	forgiveness	and	atonement	of	sin?	
• How	did	your	understanding	of	a	changed	relationship	with	God	affect	your	day	to	day	life?	
• Do	you	truly	believe	your	guilt	can	be	taken	away	by	God?		If	so,	why	do	we	so	often	still	feel	guilty?	

	
Wednesday:		Luke	19:1-10	
The	story	of	Jesus	and	Zacchaeus	is	familiar	to	many	of	us	because	it	is	a	story	that	is	often	taught	to	children.		The	
image	of	Zacchaeus	actually	climbing	a	tree	just	to	be	able	to	get	a	glimpse	of	Jesus	as	He	passed,	shows	us	what	



enthusiasm	 for	 Jesus	 ought	 to	 look	 like!	 	 And	 when	 Jesus	 actually	 stops	 and	 notices	 Zacchaeus,	 we	 get	 the	
message	that	Jesus	will	notice	us,	too,	if	we	seek	Him.		But	as	important	as	these	messages	in	the	story	are,	the	
main	point	 comes	 in	 the	 transformation	 that	 Jesus	 has	 affected	 in	 Zacchaeus’	 life.	 	 A	man	who	has	been	 a	 tax	
collector	–	collaborators	with	the	occupying	Roman	government	who	in	ancient	times	were	notorious	for	extorting	
money	from	the	poor	to	line	their	own	pockets	–	has	promised	to	pay	them	back	fourfold,	and	also	give	half	of	his	
rightfully-earned	 income	 to	 the	 poor!	 	 Jesus	 takes	 these	 actions	 as	 proof	 that	 this	 man	 has	 experienced	 real	
salvation.	 	 In	other	words,	 salvation	 in	 Jesus	always	 results	 in	a	 turn-around	 from	even	deeply	held	beliefs	 that	
may	have	characterized	our	prior	lives	–	especially	beliefs	that	lead	to	behaviors	that	oppress	others.		Zacchaeus	
really	is	the	picture	of	a	“changed	man”	because	of	his	encounter	with	Jesus.	
	

• Why	were	the	people	so	shocked	that	Jesus	was	going	to	go	stay	at	Zacchaeus’	house?	
• It	is	important	to	recognize	that	Zacchaeus	was	not	saved	because	he	was	a	“son	of	Abraham”	(because	of	

his	ethnic	identity),	or	because	he	had	given	to	the	poor,	but	because	he	responded	to	Jesus.		His	actions	
were	a	 result	of	his	 salvation,	not	 vice	 versa.	 	We	are	not	given	 the	backstory	–	but	what	do	you	 think	
would	lead	Zacchaeus	to	such	a	turnaround?	

• Can	you	identify	any	specific	beliefs	or	behaviors	in	your	life	that	changed	dramatically	as	a	result	of	your	
relationship	with	Jesus?	

• What	could	Jesus	look	at	in	your	life	that	would	lead	Him	to	the	conclusion	“Today	salvation	has	come	to	
this	house”?	

	
Thursday:	Acts	11:1-18	
After	Jesus’	death	and	Resurrection,	the	disciple	Peter	took	a	leadership	role	in	speaking	to	the	Jews	in	and	around	
Jerusalem	about	Jesus.		In	fact,	Peter	is	at	the	forefront	of	the	stories	in	the	book	of	Acts	up	until	Paul’s	experience	
on	the	road	to	Damascus	(tomorrow’s	reading).		It	is	important	to	remember	that	all	of	Jesus’	disciples,	including	
Peter,	were	Jewish,	and	subscribed	to	the	Jewish	worldview	of	the	time.		That	worldview	included	the	belief	that	it	
was	sinful	to	associate	with	Gentiles	(“uncircumcised	men”	in	the	words	of	the	text),	to	share	meals	with	them,	or	
to	 eat	 the	 “unclean”	 foods	 that	 they	 ate.	 	 In	 today’s	 reading,	 Peter’s	 fellow	 apostles	 and	 other	 new	 Jewish	
believers	in	Christ	have	learned	that	Peter	has	started	breaking	these	laws,	and	Peter	defends	his	actions	to	them.		
He	speaks	of	a	vision	he	had	concerning	unclean	foods	–	but	also	representing	unclean	persons,	by	analogy	–	and	
describes	 the	 coming	of	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 upon	 a	Gentile	 household.	 	 Peter,	 though	 astounded,	 understands	 that	
God’s	gift	of	 salvation	 in	 Jesus	Christ	 is	meant	 for	everyone,	 Jew	and	Gentile	–	and	 in	 the	end,	his	 companions	
embrace	 the	message	as	well.	 	A	 long-standing	ethnic	barrier	was	broken	by	 the	power	of	 the	Holy	Spirit.	 	 The	
transformation	in	attitude	toward	the	Gentiles	that	Peter’s	vision	caused,	and	that	continued	to	be	a	touchpoint	
for	controversy	among	the	early	Christian	Jews,	was	nothing	short	of	miraculous.	
	

• The	 original	 telling	 of	 the	 story,	 rather	 than	 Peter’s	 retelling	 to	 his	 companions	 –	 is	 found	 in	 Acts	 10.		
Looking	at	both	versions	of	the	story,	why	is	Peter	so	vehement	in	his	rejection	of	the	command	to	eat	the	
“unclean”	foods?	

• How	does	the	vision	prepare	Peter	for	the	visit	to	Cornelius	the	Gentile’s	house?	
• What	active	role	does	the	Holy	Spirit	play	in	the	story,	according	to	the	text?	
• Do	you	get	the	sense	that	Peter	would	have	changed	on	his	own,	without	the	active	participation	of	the	

Holy	Spirit?		What	does	that	suggest	to	you?	
• How	hard	is	it	for	you	to	change	long-held	beliefs	formed	in	you	by	your	cultural	heritage?		Do	you	bring	

any	expectations	that	God	will	act	in	specific	ways	with	you,	based	on	such	beliefs?	
• Where	have	you	seen	God	challenge	those	beliefs,	forcing	you	to	change	them?	

	
Friday:		Acts	21:37-22:22	
Just	as	yesterday	we	read	a	story	about	Peter	recounting	his	transformational	experience	to	others,	today	we	read	
a	story	about	Paul	doing	the	same	thing.		Here,	Paul	has	been	arrested	in	Jerusalem	after	he	has	traveled	all	over	



the	Mediterranean	taking	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	to	both	Jews	and	Gentiles.	 	The	Jewish	crowds	in	Jerusalem	
have	 accused	 Paul	 of	 defiling	 their	 Temple	 and	 their	 laws.	 	 Paul	 asks	 permission	 to	 address	 the	 crowds	 and	
recounts	 the	 story	 that	 the	 reader	 of	 Acts	 first	 read	 about	 in	 chapter	 9	 –	 Paul’s	 conversion	 on	 the	 road	 to	
Damascus.	 	 The	 story	of	Paul’s	 conversion	 is	probably	 the	most	widely	 known	 story	of	 conversion	 in	 the	entire	
Bible	because	it	is	probably	the	most	dramatic.		Paul	goes	from	being	an	active	persecutor	of	the	followers	of	Jesus	
to	the	greatest	evangelist	the	world	has	ever	known	when	he	is	blinded	by	a	light	while	traveling	to	Damascus	to	
persecute	Christians.	He	hears	the	voice	of	Jesus	speaking	to	him,	calling	him	to	be	a	witness	on	His	behalf.		Paul	
expresses	concern	that	no	one	will	believe	him	after	the	way	he	has	persecuted	the	Christians,	and	God	responds	
by	 sending	 Paul	 deep	 into	 the	 Mediterranean	 Gentile	 world.	 	 Paul’s	 personal	 transformation	 became	 a	
cornerstone	of	his	witness	to	the	power	of	Christ	throughout	his	travels.	
	

• Why	 do	 you	 think	 the	 author	 of	 Acts	 includes	 not	 only	 the	 original	 stories	 of	 Peter’s	 and	 Paul’s	
transformational	experiences,	but	also	accounts	of	them	telling	other	people	about	those	experiences?	

• Why	do	you	think	Paul	thought	it	was	important	that	the	people	he	spoke	to	knew	who	he	used	to	be	and	
not	just	who	he	was	now?	

• In	the	story,	what	response	did	Paul	get?		What	does	this	say	about	the	immediate	result	of	telling	one’s	
story?		What	do	you	think	it	takes	for	a	story	of	transformation	to	truly	impact	other	people’s	lives?	

• Not	every	one	of	us	will	have	as	dramatic	a	transformational	experience	as	Paul	did,	but	each	of	us	has	a	
story	of	 how	 faith	 in	Christ	 has	 affected	our	 lives.	 	How	often	have	 you	 shared	 your	own	 story?	 	What	
impact	do	you	expect	doing	so	to	have?		What	can	you	do	to	help	make	your	story	impactful?	
	

Saturday:		Ephesians	2:1-10	
In	 Paul’s	 letter	 to	 the	 Ephesians,	 he	 contrasts	 life	 knowing	Christ	 to	 life	without	 Christ	 in	 life	 and	death	 terms.		
Prior	 to	 accepting	 Christ,	 Paul	 says	 we	 are	 “dead	 in	 our	 transgressions”,	 but	 when	 by	 faith	 we	 accept	 Christ’s	
sacrifice	on	our	behalf,	we	are	“made	alive	in	Christ”.		There	is	no	other	reason	for	this	transformation,	this	change	
in	our	relationship	with	God,	than	the	grace	of	God	Himself.		But	an	honest	and	deep	understanding	of	this	change	
in	 status	before	God	prepares	us	 to	behave	 in	ways	we	never	behaved	before	–	avoiding	 the	 “cravings”	of	our	
sinful	natures,	and	 instead	of	doing	good	works,	 the	kind	of	work	 that	 Jesus	did	when	He	walked	on	earth.	 	 So	
much	 are	we	 to	 be	 living	 examples	 of	 Christ	 that	 Paul	 can	 speak	 of	 us	 as	 already	 being	 raised	with	 Christ	 and	
seated	with	Him	in	the	heavenly	realms!		The	transformation	of	life	that	promises	us	in	Jesus	is	more	than	just	a	
change	in	our	daily	lives	here	on	earth	–	there	are	eternal	ramifications	as	well.		We	are	changed	from	spiritually	
dead,	to	spiritually	alive.	
	

• How	do	you	experience	the	spiritual	birth	that	Paul	speaks	of	here	in	your	life?	
• How	do	you	think	Paul’s	description	of	spiritual	re-birth	in	Ephesians	compares	with	Jesus’	discussion	with	

Nicodemus	in	John	3	about	being	“born	again”,	that	was	the	subject	of	last	Sunday’s	sermon?	
• What	do	the	words	“it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith”	mean	to	you?	
• Are	you	trying	to	earn	God’s	grace	by	your	actions,	or	have	you	been	able	to	accept	it	as	a	gift?		How	does	

our	motivation	for	doing	good	works	change	when	we	understand	Paul’s	message	in	Ephesians?	
• Considering	the	entire	week’s	study	–	do	you	truly	desire	the	kind	of	transformation	of	life	that	God	offers	

us	in	Christ?		If	your	answer	is	yes,	and	you	have	not	accepted	God’s	gift,	pray	that	the	transformational	
power	of	Christ	will	be	made	real	in	your	life	by	accepting	God’s	gift	of	Jesus	Christ	today.	
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