
	
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(August	28	–	September	2,	2017)	

	
Monday:	Acts	9:1-9	
Paul	was	the	greatest	theologian	of	the	early	church---and	one	of	the	most	important	figures	in	human	history.		Paul	
takes	 second	 only	 to	 Jesus	 in	 importance	 for	 Christianity.	 	 All	 of	 Orthodox	 Christian	 theology	 is	 based	 upon	 the	
writings	of	St.	Paul.		Of	the	27	books	of	the	New	Testament,	Paul	either	wrote	or	dictated	13	of	them,	one	is	about	
him	and	Luke	wrote	his	gospel	based	upon	the	teachings	of	Paul.		So	in	all,	15	of	the	27	New	Testament	books	are	of	
Paul.			
	
Although	a	Jew,	he	had	been	raised	in	the	Greek	city	of	Tarsus,	located	in	Cilicia	in	Asia	Minor	(modern	day	Turkey).		
Because	of	this,	Paul	was	able	to	communicate	with	the	natives	as	a	native	pretty	much	anywhere	he	went	 in	the	
Roman	Empire.		In	Israel,	he	spoke	Aramaic	to	the	common	people	and	Hebrew	to	the	scholars.		While	he	was	with	
Gentiles,	 he	 spoke	with	 them	 in	 Greek,	 which	was	 the	 universal	 language	 of	 the	Mediterranean	world.	 For	 that	
reason,	all	of	Paul’s	letters	were	written	in	Greek.		Paul	was	born	a	Roman	citizen,	which	meant	that	he	had	certain	
rights---for	instance,	he	could	not	be	beaten	or	jailed	without	a	trial,	and	he	could	appeal	all	cases	to	Caesar.		It	also	
meant	that	he	could	not	be	crucified.		We	are	not	certain	as	to	the	time	of	Paul's	birth.		We	do	know	that	he	was	a	
contemporary	 of	 Jesus---his	 birth	was	 sometime	 around	 1	 to	 6	 A.D.	 	 	More	 than	 likely,	 Paul	 came	 from	 a	 rather	
affluent	 family;	 for	 they	 were	 able	 to	 send	 him	 to	 Jerusalem	 to	 the	 finest	 school	 in	 Judaism---the	 Academy	 of	
Gamaliel---who	was	the	most	famous	and	well-respected	rabbi	of	the	time.		At	13,	Saul	would	have	gone	through	his	
bar	mitzvah	"Son	of	the	Commandment",	and	taken	his	place	among	the	men	of	the	synagogue.		We	know	from	Paul	
himself	that	he	was	a	gifted	student.		The	goal	of	a	Pharisee	was	to	master	the	traditions	of	the	Jews,	their	history	
and	of	course	the	Torah.		(Read	Philippians	3:4-7)	
	
We	are	not	certain	how	long	Paul	was	in	Jerusalem.		Nowhere	does	Paul	ever	write	that	he	knew	or	even	met	Jesus,	
or	 any	 of	His	 disciples	 prior	 to	 his	 conversion.	 	 Before	 his	 conversion,	 Paul	was	 a	 fierce	 persecutor	 of	 Christians.	
(Read	Acts	 26:9-10)	 Because	 of	 these	 two	 verses,	many	 scholars	 believe	 that	 Paul	was	 actually	 a	member	 of	 the	
Jewish	Sanhedrin.		Why	else	would	he	have	a	vote?		Paul	went	against	the	advice	of	his	teacher	Gamaliel.		(Read	Acts	
5:34-39)	Paul's	passion	for	persecuting	Christians	reveals	something	of	Paul's	personality,	and	why	Jesus	chose	him	
to	be	 the	apostle	 to	 the	Gentiles.	 	When	Paul	believed	he	was	 right	 (and	he	usually	did),	he	had	an	unbelievable	
drive,	zeal,	and	dedication	to	his	cause.	
	

• Why	was	Saul	so	fiercely	opposed	to	Christians?	
• Why	would	Jesus	choose	someone	with	such	hate	to	be	an	apostle?	

Tuesday:	Acts	9:10-20	
The	story	of	Paul's	conversion	is	told	three	times---once	by	his	disciple	Luke	(Acts	9)	and	twice	by	Paul	himself	(Acts	
22	and	26).		Whether	or	not	he	was	a	member	of	the	Sanhedrin	is	debated,	but	we	can	be	certain	that	Paul	had	a	
position	 of	 authority,	 for	 he	 rounded	 up	 the	 saints	 in	 Jerusalem	 and	 then	 received	 letters	 from	 the	 high	 priest	
commissioning	him	to	round	up	Christians	in	Damascus	and	bring	them	back	to	Jerusalem	for	trial.		When	Stephen	
was	 stoned	 to	death,	Paul	 guarded	 the	 coats	of	 those	doing	 the	 stoning	and	 consented	 to	 Stephen's	death.	 	 The	
memory	of	persecuting	the	saints	never	left	Paul.		(Read	I	Corinthians	15:9-10)	Paul's	persecution	ended	abruptly	as	
he	traveled	to	Damascus.	 	(Read	Acts	9:3-5)	That	vision	of	Christ	made	Saul,	the	persecutor,	 into	Paul	the	apostle.		
This	encounter	with	the	resurrected	Lord	transformed	everything	about	Saul---he	was	now	Paul	 the	Christian,	 the	
apostle	to	the	Gentiles,	the	hand	chosen	servant	of	Christ.	
	
This	 vision	 left	 Paul	 blind	 for	 three	 days.	 	 In	 Damascus,	 a	 Christian	 named	 Ananias	 received	 a	 vision	 from	 Christ	
telling	him	to	go	 to	 the	street	called	Straight	and	 lay	hands	on	Saul.	 	Ananias	was	hesitant,	and	who	could	blame	
him?		He	knew	Saul	had	come	to	jail	and	even	kill	all	followers	of	Christ.		But	Christ	insisted,	so	with	great	courage	
and	faith,	Ananias	went.		(Read	Acts	9:17-19)			



God	works	through	Christians,	through	those	who,	by	the	miracle	of	the	new	birth	and	by	the	baptism	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	have	been	made	members	of	the	Body	of	Christ---which	is	the	Church.	In	Acts	9:4,	the	Lord	clearly	told	Saul	of	
Tarsus	that	 in	persecuting	Christians	he	had	been	persecuting	the	Lord	Himself	because	believers	are	members	of	
the	Body	of	Christ.	He	 is	 the	Head,	 and	 they	are	members	of	 the	body.	During	His	earthly	ministry,	 Jesus	had	an	
earthly	 body,	 and	He	 lived	 and	worked	 through	 that;	 but	 now	His	 body	 is	 the	Church,	 and	 from	heaven,	He,	 the	
Head,	works	through	the	individual	members	of	that	body.	Ananias	was	a	member	of	that	body,	and	if	you	and	I	are	
to	be	used	by	the	Lord	the	same	must	be	true	of	us.	

Some	Christians	are	not	available	 to	 the	 Lord.	 If	God	 should	 tell	 them	 to	go	 to	 their	neighbor	and	 invite	 them	 to	
attend	church,	they	would	not	be	willing	to	do	so.	If	He	should	tell	them	to	leave	their	secular	job	and	go	to	another	
place	as	a	missionary,	they	would	be	unwilling	to	obey.	If	He	should	tell	them	to	give	a	tithe	to	His	work,	they	would	
not	be	prepared	to	do	this.	Ananias,	however,	was	completely	at	God’s	disposal.	Verse	10	tells	us	that	he	was	living	
in	such	close	touch	with	His	Lord	that	he	could	hear	Him	speaking	to	him.	Read	through	verses	10-14	and	notice	the	
intimacy	in	this	conversation	between	Ananias	and	the	Lord.	Ananias	was	on	speaking	terms	with	God.	Are	you?		

Ananias	was	willing	to	obey	the	Lord.	After	some	initial	questions,	but	immediately	God	emphasized	that	He	wanted	
Ananias	to	go	(verse	15),	so	Ananias	went	(verse	17).		And	here	is	an	incredible	thing.		When	Ananias	went	to	Saul	he	
did	not	say,	 ‘You	jerk!	You	persecutor	of	the	Church!	You	have	done	so	much	evil!’	No!	 	When	Ananias	came	into	
Saul’s	 presence,	 he	put	his	 hands	on	 Saul	 and	 said,	 “Brother	 Saul…”	BROTHER	Saul!	 Followers	of	 Jesus	Christ	 are	
people	of	grace	and	love	and	forgiveness.	

• Are	you	willing	to	go	to	someone	who	has	hurt	you	badly	and	treat	them	as	a	brother	or	sister?	
• Name	a	very	specific	time	that	God	called	you	to	do	something	and	you	failed	to	do	it.		Why	did	you	disobey	

God?	
	
Wednesday:	Matthew	28:16-20	
These	are	the	very	last	words	that	Jesus	ever	spoke	to	His	disciples	before	He	ascended	into	heaven.	This	passage	is	
called	“The	Great	Commission”	because	these	are	the	marching	orders	Jesus	gave	to	them	(and	us),	 it	 is	what	the	
church	 is	 supposed	 to	be	doing	until	 Jesus	 returns.	 	 In	essence,	 Jesus	commands	us	 to	go	out	 into	 the	world	and	
make	disciples	of	all	people---ALL	people.	Let’s	be	honest,	this	is	a	daunting	task!		But	notice	that	as	Jesus	gives	us	
this	command	He	also	gives	us	two	promises:		
	
1)	Jesus	promises	us	that	He	will	share	His	power	with	us.	In	other	words,	He	assures	us	that	we	do	not	need	to	be	
afraid---if	we	are	doing	what	Christ	asks,	He	will	share	His	presence	and	power	with	us	to	give	us	what	we	need	to	
accomplish	what	He	asks.	
		
2)	Jesus	promises	us	that	He	will	be	with	us---ALWAYS.	It	must	have	been	a	staggering	thing	for	eleven	blue	collar,	
mainly	illiterate	Galileans,	who	had	never	been	more	than	100	miles	or	so	outside	their	sleepy	third	world	village	to	
be	 sent	 forth	 to	 bring	 the	 Good	 News	 to	 all	 the	 world.	 When	 they	 heard	 these	 words,	 their	 hearts	 must	 have	
stopped!	But,	no	sooner	was	the	command	given,	then	the	promise	followed.	They	were	sent	out—as	we	are—on	
the	greatest	task	in	history,	but	with	them,	there	was	the	greatest	presence	in	the	world.	As	St.	Paul	would	remind	
us:	 “What	 shall	 we	 say	 about	 such	wonderful	 things	 as	 these?	 If	 God	 is	 for	 us,	 who	 can	 ever	 be	 against	 us?”	
(Romans	8:31)	
	

• Do	you	believe	that	Jesus	meant	it	when	He	told	us	we	should	all	make	disciples?	
• What	part	do	you	personally	play	in	fulfilling	Jesus’	Great	Commission?	
• What	concrete	things	are	you	doing	to	fulfill	it?	
• If	you	are	not	actively	involved	in	fulfilling	the	Great	Commission;	why	not?	
• What	concrete	things	can	you	do	to	start	fulfilling	it?	

	
Thursday:	Matthew	25:31-46	
What	does	this	passage	have	to	say	about	the	need	to	evangelize?	The	foolish	will	be	judged	and	removed	from	the	
wise;	the	wasteful	and	fearful	will	be	separated	from	those	who	love	and	trust	 in	Christ.	This	parable	 is	about	the	



coming,	 final,	 inescapable	 Judgment!	 There	was	 a	 judgment	 that	was	escapable.	 	 In	 70	A.D.	when	 Jerusalem	was	
sacked	and	the	Temple	burned	down,	the	Jews	could	flee	from	their	homes	and	businesses.	But,	when	Jesus	returns,	
there	will	be	no	escape;	all	will	be	 judged!	 It	 is	about	evaluation	and	separation;	 the	good	are	set	apart	 from	the	
bad!	The	faithful	are	rewarded;	the	unfaithful	are	damned.	The	wise	are	praised	and	the	foolish	are	judged.	Those	
who	are	in	Christ	will	receive	their	blessings,	and	those	who	willfully	reject	Him	will	be	cursed!	This	is	a	harsh	reality,	
but	a	reality	nonetheless.		

Many	people	claim	to	be	Christians.	But,	when	it	comes	down	to	it,	being	Christian	is	not	a	cognitive	acquiescence	to	
the	fact	that	Jesus	is	the	Savior	of	the	world.		Being	a	Christian	means	intentionally	living	out	your	relationship	with	
Jesus	every	single	day;	 it	means	having	your	very	 identity	based	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	 	Those	who	are	not	Christian	and	
those	who	only	claim	to	be	Christian	are	not	living	in	the	Spirit.	These	are	the	goats	who	hang	with	the	sheep,	but	
they	are	pretenders	and	fakers	who	trust	in	themselves	and	not	in	the	Lord.	We	must	be	aware	that	the	goats	will	be	
taken,	and	this	is	not	just	a	wake-up	call	to	personal	discipleship;	it	is	also	an	appeal	to	love	and	common	decency.		If	
we	know	that	those	who	do	not	know	Jesus	will	not	have	eternal	life;	what	excuse	can	we	possibly	come	up	with	for	
not	sharing	the	good	news	with	them?	

• Those	who	are	in	Christ	will	receive	blessings,	and	those	who	willfully	reject	Him	will	be	cursed.	Is	this	fair?	
Yes	or	no?	Why?	

• At	His	second	coming,	Jesus	will	be	looking	for	those	who	are	prepared	and	faithful.	What	have	you	learned	
to	help	you	be	prepared?	

• What	does	this	passage	tell	us	about	our	Lord's	absolute	authority?	
• How	would	you	define	ethics?	
• Jesus	calls	us	to	be	radical	in	our	service,	and	mature	in	our	attitude	and	faith!		What	does	this	mean	to	you?	
• How	does	 our	 love	 and	 kindness	 unveil	 the	 possibilities	 and	 opportunities	 Jesus	 gives	 us?	What	 happens	

when	we	do	not	do	this?	
• Before	the	Judgment	can	take	place,	the	news	of	the	Kingdom	needs	to	be	told.	How	far	along	do	you	think	

we,	as	a	worldwide	Christian	community,	are	in	this?	

Friday:	Matthew	13:44-58	
In	 these	 parables,	 Jesus	 explains	 the	 value	 of	His	 Kingdom	and	 the	 foolishness	 of	 chasing	 after	 the	 things	 of	 the	
world.	His	Kingdom	is	what	life	is	all	about;	yet,	we	tend	to	wrongly	preoccupy	ourselves	with	life	in	a	dysfunctional	
way.	If	we	are	to	be	followers	of	Jesus,	we	need	to	take	His	teachings	seriously	and	apply	them	to	our	lives.	We	have	
to	ask	the	question,	and	present	a	real,	genuine	answer	to	our	Lord	and	to	others	around	us:	 Is	our	faith	 in	Christ	
authentic;	is	it	making	a	difference	in	our	lives	and	in	the	lives	of	others?	The	answer	to	the	question	of	whether	our	
faith	 is	 real	or	pretend	 requires	us	 to	be	discerning,	 to	 see	 if	our	hearts	are	obeying	God’s	Word,	or	we	are	only	
making	excuses	for	not	obeying	as	we	look	to	ourselves.	Is	life	all	about	"me,"	or	is	it	all	about	Jesus?	Do	you	hear	His	
Word?	If	not,	why	not?	Do	you	see	the	value	of	obeying	Jesus?	 If	so,	what	are	you	doing	about	 it?	What	has	God	
planted	 in	you?	What	have	you	done	with	 it?	 Is	 it	growing,	or	 is	 it	 trampled?	(Read	John	12:23-28)	And,	 if	you	do	
hear	and	put	into	practice	God’s	Word,	have	you	told	others	about	Jesus;	has	your	faith	multiplied	into	the	lives	of	
others	as	well?	The	barrier	that	most	Christians	face,	the	wall	that	prevents	them	taking	their	faith	 into	their	lives	
and	relationships,	 is	that	they	hide	the	Truth	by	burying	it	deep	in	their	 lives	so	it	 is	never	shown	to	those	around	
them!	 When	 we	 receive	 God’s	 Truth,	 we	 must	 never	 hoard	 it	 just	 for	 ourselves;	 it	 must	 be	 proclaimed	 in	 our	
lifestyle,	 in	our	deeds,	and	in	our	words.	 It	must	be	real	and	authentic!	Why?	Because	Jesus	 is	the	way,	the	truth,	
and	the	life,	and	no	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	through	Him.		
	

• Even	 though	 Jesus	was	 rejected	 before	 by	His	 home	 town,	He	 came	 back	 again.	When	 you	 are	 rejected,	
what	do	you	do?	

• How	is	it	that	many	Christians,	who	grow	up	in	a	church,	know	all	ABOUT	Jesus,	but	never	really	know	Him	
or	place	His	truth	in	their	lives?	How	and	why	did	they	throw	out	the	Pearl?	

• What	has	God	planted	in	you?	What	have	you	done	with	it?	Is	it	growing,	or	is	it	trampled?	(John	12:23-28)	
And,	 if	 you	 do	 hear	 and	 put	 into	 practice	 His	 Word,	 have	 you	 told	 others	 about	 Him;	 has	 your	 faith	
multiplied	into	the	lives	of	others	as	well?	How	can	you	make	sure	that	when	you	receive	His	Truth,	you	will	



never	hoard	 it	 just	 for	yourself?	What	would	 it	mean	 for	you	to	proclaim	His	Kingdom	 in	your	 lifestyle,	 in	
your	deeds,	and	in	your	words?	

• What	 can	 you	 do	 to	 formulate	 your	 faith	 to	 be	 real	 and	 authentic?	 Remember,	 Jesus	 promised	 that	 He	
would	always	be	with	us!	The	barrier	that	most	Christians	face	is	the	wall	of	taking	their	faith	into	their	lives	
and	relationships.	They	hide	the	Truth	by	burying	it	deep	in	their	lives	so	it	is	never	shown	to	those	around	
them!	Have	you	done	this?	If	you	have,	what	can	you	do	to	dig	it	up	so	it	shows?	

Saturday:	John	14:1-7	
Jesus	 is	 facing	betrayal.	He	 turns	 to	His	disciples	 to	comfort	 them	and	says;	do	not	be	afraid	or	 troubled!	Trust	 in	
God;	trust	 in	Me.	He	then	gives	them	a	picture	of	hope	by	showing	them	a	glimpse	of	what	Heaven	will	be	like.	In	
Heaven	 there	will	 be	many	 rooms;	 in	My	 Father's	 Home,	 there	 is	 one	made	 up	 especially	 for	 each	 of	 you!	 I	will	
prepare	it	personally	and	at	the	right	time,	I	will	come	and	get	you	and	you	will	always	be	with	Me.	You	will	know	all	
about	it	and	how	to	get	there.	But,	Thomas	jumps	in	and	says	no	Lord;	we	do	not	know	how	or	where	to	go!	Jesus	
comforts	him	with	this	startling	revelation,	I	am	the	Way,	I	am	the	Truth,	and	I	am	the	Life!	No	one	can	come	to	the	
Father	except	through	Me!	Then	Philip	asks	Jesus	to	show	them	the	Father,	still	not	quite	getting	it.	Jesus	responds,	
you	do	not	know	Who	I	am	after	all	this	time?	If	you	have	seen	Me,	then	you	have	seen	the	Father!	So,	why	do	you	
ask?	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	Me	and	lives	and	works	through	Me.	All	you	have	to	do	is	believe	in	Me	
because	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	Me.	The	Truth	is,	anyone	who	believes	in	Me	will	carry	on	My	work	
and	even	on	a	greater	scale	because	I	will	be	with	the	Father	helping	you.	You	can	ask	anything	of	Me	in	My	name	
and	I	will	provide	for	you	in	this	great	work;	ask	in	My	name	for	radical	faith	and	I	will	give	it!	
	
Although	this	is	a	teaching	rejected	by	much	of	the	world,	and	seen	as	demeaning	or	exclusive,	the	fact	is,	Jesus	is	
the	one	and	only	way	to	life.		Jesus	did	not	say	that	He	is	A	way	to	the	Father,	He	says	that	He	is	THE	way,	THE	truth,	
and	THE	life.		NO	ONE	comes	to	the	Father,	except	through	Jesus.		This	is	not	exclusive	at	all---because	EVERYONE	is	
invited!	 	 Jesus’	 grace	 is	 universal,	 there	 is	 not	 a	 single	 person	 on	 the	 face	 of	 the	 earth	who	 is	 not	welcome	 and	
wanted	in	God’s	home!		That	is	the	entire	point	of	evangelism,	God	wants	ALL	of	His	children	to	come	home.		Jesus’	
grace	 is	 universal---it	 is	 offered	 to	 everyone,	 but	 you	 have	 to	 accept	 it	 in	 order	 to	 be	 saved.	 	 Evangelism	means	
helping	all	others	know	that	God	wants	them	to	be	saved,	and	God	has	done	everything	that	needs	to	be	done	in	
order	to	save	them!		What	in	the	world	is	exclusive	about	that?		Evangelism	means	loving	all	others	enough	to	want	
them	to	be	saved,	plain	and	simple.	
	

• How	do	you	feel	about	the	fact	that	there	is	only	One	True	God	and	only	one	right	way	to	Him?	Why	has	this	
caused	so	much	controversy	over	the	centuries,	especially	today?	

• How	would	a	glimpse	of	what	Heaven	will	be	like	give	you	hope?	What	else	gives	you	hope?	
• How	has	Jesus	comforted,	encouraged,	admonished,	and	coached	you?	How	have	you	done	so	with	others?	
• Do	you	have	the	ultimate	hope	and	assurance	that	you	are	not	made	for	this	world,	that	your	true	home	is	

heaven?	How	do	you	feel	about	this?	How	does	it	affect	the	decisions	that	you	make	in	your	life?	
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