
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	2-7,	2017)	

Monday:	1	Corinthians	12:4–6	
St.	Paul	 is	 teaching	a	critically	 important	concept	 to	Christians---the	unity	of	all	people	who	are	 in	Christ,	 in	other	
words,	the	Church.	The	Church	is	the	Body	of	Christ	and	the	characteristic	of	a	healthy	body	is	that	every	part	in	it	
performs	its	own	function	for	the	good	of	the	whole.		Each	organ	in	the	body	is	doing	its	assigned	role	in	order	for	
the	body	to	have	wholeness	and	be	healthy.		When	one	or	more	of	the	organs	in	the	body	fail	to	do	their	job,	the	
entire	body	suffers.	 	The	exact	same	thing	 is	 true	of	 the	Church.	We	are	not	a	part	of	 the	Body	of	Christ	 for	 self-
gratification	or	 for	 comfort---we	 are	 a	 part	 of	 the	Body	 to	 help	 the	Body	 achieve	wholeness.	 	 All	 parts	must	 pull	
together	in	unity.		It’s	important	to	remember	that	unity	does	not	mean	uniformity.		We	are	not	all	the	same---and	
not	only	is	that	okay---that	is	beautiful	and	wonderful.		Each	one	of	us	has	unity	in	Christ,	but	each	one	of	us	brings	
unique	and	 invaluable	gifts	to	the	church.	 	Within	the	Church,	there	are	differing	gifts	and	differing	functions.	But	
every	one	of	them	is	a	gift	of	the	same	Spirit	and	designed,	not	for	the	glory	of	the	individual	member	of	the	Church,	
but	for	the	good	of	the	whole.	
	
St.	Paul	begins	by	saying	 that	all	 special	gifts	 (the	Greek	word	he	uses	 is	charismata)	come	 from	God	and	 it	 is	his	
belief	that	they	must,	therefore,	be	used	in	God’s	service.	The	fault	of	the	Church,	in	our	culture	today,	is	that	it	has	
interpreted	the	idea	of	gifts	far	too	narrowly.	Sometimes	it	would	seem	that	we	have	assumed	that	all	gifts	of	the	
Spirit	are	intellectual	in	nature---things	like	speaking,	praying,	teaching,	writing.	But	it	is	important	to	acknowledge	
and	 celebrate	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 carpenter,	 the	 electrician,	 the	 painter,	 the	 engineer,	 the	 plumber	 all	 have	 their	
special	gifts,	which	are	from	God	and	can	be	used	for	Him	to	build	the	Kingdom	and	bring	glory	to	Jesus	Christ.	
	
•					Why	did	God	create	the	church?	
•	 Can	we	grow	in	our	relationship	with	Christ	outside	of	the	church?	
•	 What	gifts	of	the	Spirit	do	you	have?	
•	 What	are	you	doing	with	these	gifts	to	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
•	 What	should	you	be	doing	to	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
•	 WHY	should	you	help	the	ministries	of	Living	Word?	
	
Tuesday:	1	Corinthians	12:7-9	
St.	Paul	lists	various	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		He	begins	with	two	things	which	are	similar,	and	yet	definitely	not	the	
same:	wisdom	and	knowledge.	The	Greek	word	we	have	translated	wisdom	is	“sophia”.	It	is	defined	by	Clement	of	
Alexandria	 as	 “the	 knowledge	of	 things	 human	 and	divine	 and	of	 their	 causes.”	Aristotle	 described	 it	 as	 “striving	
after	 the	 best	 ends	 and	 using	 the	 best	means.”	 This	 is	 the	 highest	 kind	 of	 wisdom;	 it	 comes	 not	 so	much	 from	
thought	 as	 from	 communion	 with	 God.	 It	 is	 the	 wisdom	 which	 knows	 God.	 The	 Greek	 word	 for	 knowledge	 is	
“gnosis”—is	a	much	more	practical	thing.	It	is	the	knowledge	which	knows	what	to	do	in	any	given	situation---almost	
what	we	would	call	common	sense.	It	is	the	practical	application	to	human	life	and	affairs	of	sophia.	The	two	things	
are	 necessary—the	 wisdom	 which	 knows	 by	 communion	 with	 God	 the	 deep	 things	 of	 God,	 and	 the	 knowledge	
which,	in	the	daily	life	of	the	world	and	the	Church,	can	put	that	wisdom	into	practice.	
	
Next,	on	 the	 list	 comes	 faith.	 St.	 Paul	means	more	 than	 just	believing---after	 all,	 the	demons	 themselves	believe.	
What	Paul	is	talking	about	here	is	the	faith	which	really	produces	results.	It	is	not	just	the	intellectual	conviction	that	
a	thing	is	true;	it	is	the	passionate	belief	in	a	thing	which	makes	someone	live	out	their	life	in	response	to	it.		
It	is	the	faith	which	turns	the	vision	into	deeds.	

Next,	Paul	speaks	of	special	gifts	of	healings.	There	is	not	the	slightest	doubt	that	gifts	of	healing	did	exist	in	the	early	
Church;	Paul	would	never	have	cited	them	unless	they	were	real.	In	the	letter	of	James	(5:14)	there	is	an	instruction	
that	if	a	someone	is	ill	she	must	come	to	the	elders	and	they	will	anoint	her	with	oil.	The	ministry	of	healing	was	so	
important	 that	 for	 800	 years,	 the	 Sacrament	 of	Unction	was	 for	 healing.	 	 It	was	 not	 until	 the	 9th	 century	 that	 it	
became	the	Sacrament	of	Extreme	Unction	and	a	preparation	for	death.	The	Church	never	lost	this	gift	of	healing,	
and	 in	 recent	 times	 it	has	been	somewhat	 rediscovered.	We	have	had	many	examples	of	 this	 right	here	at	 Living	



Word.	 	 But	we	 also	 need	 to	 understand	 that	 healing	 does	 not	 just	mean	 physical!	 	We	 are	 very	 impressed	with	
physical	healing,	but	sometimes	that	is	not	what	we	most	need.		READ	Mark	2:1-12.		

•					What	does	non-physical	healing	look	like?	
•	 Do	you	know	anyone	who	has	had	a	healing	miracle?	
•	 What	role	does	modern	medicine	play	in	the	miracle	of	healing?	
	
Wednesday:	1	Corinthians	12:10-11	
Here	St.	 Paul	 lists	wonderful	deeds	of	power;	which	 includes	exorcism.	Many	people	 today	are	a	bit	 jaded	about	
exorcism	because	they	are	 in	 fact	so	often	faked	and	sensationalized;	but	make	no	mistake,	 the	forces	of	hell	are	
very	real,	and	exorcisms	are	as	well.		Jesus	performed	them	all	the	time,	and	exorcism	is	still	very	much	a	reality---
Wendy	Sain	and	I	(Michael)	have	been	involved	in	one	that	was	very	intense.		The	greatest	tool	Satan	has	today	is	
the	disbelief	of	the	church	in	demons	and	the	power	of	evil.		But	as	the	Bible	teaches	us:	“Stay	alert!	Watch	out	for	
your	great	enemy,	the	devil.	He	prowls	around	like	a	roaring	lion,	looking	for	someone	to	devour.	Stand	firm	against	
him,	and	be	strong	in	your	faith.”	(1	Peter	5:8-9)		
	
Paul	goes	on	to	mention	prophecy.	It	is	very	important	to	understand	that	prophecy	does	not	mean	fortune	telling---
looking	into	the	future.		Prophesy	simply	means	speaking	for	God.	Prophets	are	people	who	are	so	in	tune	with	God	
that	they	are	able	to	have	the	Spirit	of	God	speak	through	them---telling	the	world	what	God	wants	us	to	know.	All	
good	preaching	is	prophetic	in	nature.	
	
Another	 gift	 Paul	mentions	 is	 the	 ability	 to	 distinguish	 between	 different	 kinds	 of	 spirits.	 In	 a	 society	where	 the	
atmosphere	was	tense	and	where	all	kinds	of	manifestations	were	normal,	it	was	necessary	to	distinguish	between	
what	was	real	and	what	was	merely	hysterical,	between	what	came	from	God	and	what	came	from	the	devil.	Quite	
often	Satan	says	something	that	is	very	close	to	what	God	says,	in	order	to	fool	us	into	believing	it.		The	teachings	of	
our	culture	quite	often	sound	very	open-minded	and	accepting---but	we	need	to	be	careful	and	make	certain	that	
the	teaching	we	accept	as	true	 is	 in	alignment	with	the	Word	of	God,	and	not	 just	 in	alignment	with	our	culture’s	
politically	correct	agenda.		

Lastly,	Paul	lists	the	gift	of	tongues	and	the	ability	to	interpret	them.	In	the	days	of	Paul,	much	like	today,	the	gift	of	
tongues	 was	 causing	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 uncertainty	 and	 misunderstanding.	 What	 happened	 was	 this—at	 a	 church	
service,	 someone	 would	 seem	 to	 fall	 into	 what	 appeared	 to	 be	 a	 state	 of	 ecstasy	 and	 pour	 out	 a	 torrent	 of	
unintelligible	 sounds	 in	 no	 known	 language.	 This	 was	 a	 highly-coveted	 gift	 because	 it	 was	 very	 impressive---you	
could	“show	it	off”	to	others.	To	the	congregation,	it	was	of	course	completely	meaningless.	Sometimes	the	person	
could	interpret	his	own	outpourings,	but	usually,	it	required	someone	else	who	had	the	gift	of	interpretation.	Paul	
never	questioned	the	reality	of	the	gift	of	tongues,	but	he	was	well	aware	that	it	had	its	dangers,	for	ecstasy	and	a	
kind	of	self-hypnotic	glossolalia	are	very	difficult	to	distinguish.		I	have	seen	this	completely	misused	on	the	part	of	
people	to	judge	(in	the	worst	sense	of	that	word)	the	spirituality	of	others.			

• What	are	demons?	
•	 Is	demonic	possession	possible?	
•	 What	is	exorcism?	
•	 Name	a	teaching	of	our	culture	today	that	is	commonly	accepted	as	true	and	even	good;	but	not	in	alignment	

with	the	teachings	of	the	Bible.	
•	 What	is	speaking	in	tongues?	
	
Thursday:	1	Corinthians	12:12–26	
Here	is	one	of	the	most	famous	pictures	of	the	unity	of	the	Church	ever	written.	Paul	drew	his	picture	of	the	Church	
as	a	body.	A	body	consists	of	many	parts	but	there	is	in	it	an	essential	unity.	Think	about	it,	if	I	smash	my	finger	with	
a	hammer,	I	do	not	say,	“My	finger	hurts,”	but	I	say	“I	hurt!”.	There	is	an	“I”,	a	personality,	which	gives	unity	to	the	
many	and	varying	parts	of	the	body.	What	the	“I”	is	to	the	body,	Christ	is	to	the	Church.	It	is	in	Jesus	Christ	that	all	
the	diverse	parts	of	the	church	find	their	unity.		



The	church	needs	to	understand	that	we	are	quite	literally	the	physical	Body	of	Christ	on	earth	today.	Jesus	Christ,	
the	incarnation	of	God	is	no	longer	in	this	world	in	the	body;	therefore,	if	He	wants	a	task	done	within	the	world	He	
does	it	through	His	Body,	the	Church.	If	He	wants	a	child	taught,	He	has	to	find	a	teacher	to	teach	her;	if	He	wants	a	
sick	person	cured,	He	has	to	find	a	doctor	to	help	heal;	if	He	wants	to	let	someone	know	how	much	they	are	loved,	
He	has	to	find	someone	to	tell	them.	Literally,	if	the	work	of	Christ	is	to	be	done	on	earth---we,	the	church,	have	to	
be	the	Body	of	Christ,	the	hands	to	do	His	work,	the	feet	to	run	upon	His	errands,	the	voice	to	speak	for	Him.	

So	Paul	draws	a	picture	of	the	unity	which	should	exist	inside	the	Church	if	it	is	to	fulfill	its	proper	function.	A	body	is	
healthy	 and	 efficient	 only	when	each	part	 is	 functioning	 perfectly.	 The	parts	 of	 the	body	 are	 not	 jealous	 of	 each	
other	and	are	not	selfish	in	nature---caring	more	for	self	than	for	the	good	of	the	whole.	From	Paul’s	picture,	we	see	
certain	things	which	ought	to	exist	in	the	Church,	the	Body	of	Christ.	

•	 We	ought	 to	 realize	 that	we	need	each	other.	 There	 can	be	no	 such	 thing	as	 isolation	 in	 the	Church.	 Far	 too	
often	people	in	the	Church	become	so	engrossed	in	the	bit	of	the	work	that	they	are	doing	and	so	convinced	of	
its	 supreme	 importance	 that	 they	 neglect	 or	 even	 criticize	 others	who	 have	 chosen	 to	 do	 other	work.	 If	 the	
Church	is	to	be	a	healthy	body,	we	need	the	work	that	everyone	can	do.	

•	 We	ought	 to	 respect	each	other.	 In	 the	Body	of	Christ,	 there	 is	no	question	of	 rank.	 If	 any	 limb	or	any	organ	
ceases	to	function,	the	whole	body	is	crippled.	It	is	so	with	the	Church.	We	all	need	to	understand	that	what	we	
bring	to	the	church	is	critically	important,	and	the	church	NEEDS	us	to	do	our	job.	 	But,	we	should	never	think	
that	our	critically	important	gifts	are	any	MORE	important	than	anyone	else’s.		

•	 We	ought	to	always	be	compassionate.	If	any	one	part	of	the	body	is	hurting,	all	the	others	suffer	in	sympathy	
because	 they	 cannot	 help	 it.	 The	 Church	 is	 a	 whole.	 The	 person	 who	 cannot	 see	 beyond	 his	 or	 her	 own	
organization,	the	person	who	cannot	see	beyond	his	or	her	congregation,	worse	still,	the	person	who	cannot	see	
beyond	his	or	her	own	family	circle,	has	not	even	begun	to	grasp	the	real	unity	of	the	Church.	

Friday:	1	Corinthians	12:27-31	
Paul	lists	various	roles	of	the	church;	
	
First:	The	apostles.	They	were	the	greatest	figures	in	the	Church.	Their	authority	was	not	confined	to	one	place;	they	
had	a	 local	 church;	 their	authority	was	over	all	 the	Church.	Why	should	 that	be?	The	essential	qualification	of	an	
apostle	was	 that	 he	must	 have	 been	with	 Jesus	 during	His	 earthly	 life,	 heard	His	 teachings	 firsthand	 and	 been	 a	
witness	of	the	Resurrection	(Acts	1:22).	The	apostles	were	those	who	had	the	closest	contact	with	Jesus	in	the	days	
of	His	flesh	and	in	the	days	of	His	risen	power.	Jesus	never	wrote	a	word	on	paper;	instead,	He	wrote	His	message	
upon	men,	and	these	men	were	the	apostles.		

We	have	already	learned	about	the	role	of	the	prophets---those	who	speak	for	God.		Now,	Paul	adds	teachers.	It	is	
impossible	 to	exaggerate	 their	 importance	 then	or	now.	 Teachers	 are	people	who	build	up	 the	people	who	have	
accepted	Jesus	Christ	as	Savior	through	the	preaching	of	the	evangelists	and	the	apostles.	They	had	to	instruct	men	
and	women	who	knew	literally	nothing	about	Christianity.	The	very	first	Gospel	written	was	probably	Mark---and	it	
was	written	in	the	early	60’s;	in	other	words,	nearly	30	years	after	Jesus	had	ascended	into	heaven.	We	have	to	think	
to	ourselves	back	to	a	time	when	printing	did	not	exist,	when	books	had	to	be	hand-written	and	were	very	rare	and	
enormously	expensive,	and	the	average	person	was	illiterate.	As	a	result,	the	story	of	Jesus	had	to	be	handed	down	
in	the	beginning	by	word	of	mouth.	That	was	the	teacher’s	task,	and	we	must	remember	this—a	scholar	will	 learn	
more	 from	 a	 good	 teacher	 than	 from	 any	 book.	We	 have	many,	many	 books	 today---but	 it	 is	 still	 true	 that	 it	 is	
through	people	that	a	person	really	comes	to	know	Jesus	Christ.		

Paul	speaks	of	helpers.	These	were	people	whose	duty	it	was	to	reach	out	to	the	poor,	the	orphan,	the	widow	and	
the	 stranger.	 From	 the	 very	 beginning,	 Christianity	was	 an	 intensely	 practical	 thing.	 Then	 and	 now	 helpers	were	
CRITICAL	to	the	life	of	the	Church.		Not	everyone	is	called	to	preach	and	teach,	but	everyone	is	called	to	roll	up	their	
sleeves	and	help.		



Next,	Paul	lifts	up	administrators,	those	people	who	do	the	administration	of	the	Church.	It	is	a	supremely	essential	
work.	In	the	foreground,	the	preacher	and	the	teacher	hold	the	limelight,	but	they	could	never	do	their	work	at	all	
unless	in	the	background	there	were	those	who	shouldered	the	routine	day	to	day	administration.	There	are	parts	of	
the	body	which	are	never	seen	but	whose	function	is	more	important	than	any	other;	there	are	those	who	serve	the	
Church	in	ways	that	win	no	publicity,	but	without	whose	service	the	Church	could	not	go	on.	

•	 What	is	the	definition	of	an	apostle?	
•	 Are	there	apostles	today?	
•	 What	does	the	Book	of	James	teach	about	teaching?	(James	3:1-18)	
	
Saturday:	1	Corinthians	13	
There	 is	 probably	 not	 a	 person	 here	 today	 who	 is	 not	 familiar	 with	 the	 words	 of	 today’s	 Scripture	 lesson.	 	 I	
Corinthians	13	contains	St.	Paul’s	famous	hymn	of	love.		We	hear	these	words	at	almost	every	wedding,	and	most	of	
us	could	say	 them	 in	our	sleep---love	 is	patient,	 love	 is	kind.	 	 	But,	 to	 truly	understand	 these	words,	 thus	 to	 truly	
understand	the	true	nature	of	Christian	love,	we	need	to	understand	the	context	in	which	they	were	written.		When	
St.	 Paul	 penned	 these	 words,	 he	 did	 so	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 his	 teaching	 about	 spiritual	 gifts.	 	 Because	 of	 course	
according	to	St.	Paul,	the	gift	of	love	IS	a	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit---in	fact,	it	is	the	greatest	of	all	the	gifts	of	the	Spirit.		
The	Bible	 teaches	us	 that	when	a	person	 is	given	the	Holy	Spirit,	he	or	she	 is	given	spiritual	gifts.	 	With	 the	Spirit	
comes	gifts	of	the	Spirit.	 	According	to	the	Word	of	God,	each	person	who	receives	the	Holy	Spirit	 is	given	unique	
gifts---gifts	that	are	meant	to	be	 joined	with	the	unique	gifts	of	all	other	Christians	to	build	up	the	Body	of	Christ.		
“Now	to	each	one	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	is	given	for	the	common	good.		To	one	there	is	given	through	the	
Spirit	the	message	of	wisdom,	to	another	the	message	of	knowledge	by	means	of	the	same	Spirit,	to	another	faith	by	
the	same	Spirit,	to	another	gifts	of	healing	by	that	one	Spirit,	to	another	miraculous	powers…All	these	are	the	work	
of	one	and	the	same	Spirit,	and	He	gives	them	to	each	one,	just	as	He	determines.”		(I	Corinthians	12:7-11)	God	does	
not	give	all	gifts	to	any	one	person	because	God	wants	us	all	to	lack	some	of	the	gifts---that’s	right,	God	wants	us	to	
lack	some	of	the	gifts!		Why	would	God	WANT	that?		Well,	I’ll	tell	you;	because	if	I	had	all	the	gifts,	I	would	not	need	
any	of	you,	would	I?		But	because	I	do	not	have	all	the	gifts,	I	need	the	gifts	you	have---which	means	I	need	you!		You	
need	the	gifts	I	have,	which	means	you	need	me!		By	not	giving	any	one	person	all	of	the	gifts,	God	forces	us	to	be	in	
community.		If	we	want	to	be	whole,	the	only	choice	we	have	is	to	be	in	community!		
	

• Why	is	community	so	important	to	God?	
• Why	is	the	church	so	important?	
• Can	you	be	a	follower	of	Christ	outside	the	community	of	Christ?	
• What	does	this	tell	us	about	the	importance	of	reaching	out	and	making	disciples?	
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