
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(September	4-9,	2017)	

	

Monday:	Luke	19:1-9	
In	 Luke	 18:31-34	 Jesus	 tells	 His	 disciples	 that	 He	 will	 fulfill	 prophecy	 by	 being	 rejected,	 put	 to	 death,	 and	
resurrected---and	at	 that	moment,	He	 sets	out	on	 the	 figurative	 and	 literal	 road	of	death	and	begins	 to	walk	 to	
Jerusalem,	where	the	cross	 is	waiting.	What	takes	place	with	Zacchaeus	 in	 Jericho	 is	part	of	 that	 journey,	so	 it	 is	
related	to	our	Lord’s	ultimate	goal	of	going	up	to	Jerusalem	to	die.	On	His	way	to	Jericho,	Jesus	healed	a	blind	man.	
This	was	yet	one	more	“sign”	to	the	Israelites	that	He	was	the	Messiah,	and	it	served	to	increase	Jesus’	popularity	
with	the	common	people.		
	
The	healing	of	the	blind	man	happened	just	outside	Jericho.	The	encounter	with	Zacchaeus	happens	inside	Jericho,	
as	Jesus	is	passing	through.	Undoubtedly	word	of	the	healing	of	the	blind	man	had	spread	through	Jericho,	so	the	
crowd	would	 have	 swelled	when	 news	 spread	 of	 Jesus’	 approach.	 It	was	 something	 like	 the	 triumphal	 entry	 on	
Palm	Sunday	in	Jerusalem,	in	that	Jesus	would	be	enthusiastically	received.	And,	just	 like	the	crowd	in	Jerusalem,	
the	crowd	is	fickle	here.	Those	who	hailed	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	and	King	would	just	a	few	days	later,	cry	out	for	His	
death.	The	crowd	 in	Jericho	was	ecstatic	 that	 Jesus	had	come,	and	yet	 just	a	 few	moments	 later	were	grumbling	
and	hating	on	Him	because	He	was	associating	with	a	corrupt	and	vile	man.		One	of	the	most	important	aspects	of	
this	 story	 is	 how	 Jesus	 came	 to	be	 invited	 to	 Zacchaeus’	house.	Notice,	 it	was	not	 Zacchaeus	who	 invited	 Jesus;	
rather	Jesus	took	the	initiative	and	invited	Himself.	 	Zacchaeus	had	no	intention	of	 inviting	Jesus	to	his	house,	he	
was	just	trying	to	see	Jesus,	and	perhaps	avoid	the	crowds	as	well.		
	
I	remember	going	to	the	parade	for	the	2009	All	Star	Game	that	was	played	in	St.	Louis.	Like	Zacchaeus,	I	am	a	bit	
“vertically	challenged”,	and	there	was	no	way	that	I	was	going	to	see	very	much	through	the	crowds.		So	I	went	to	
the	second	story	of	a	parking	garage	that	was	on	the	parade	route.	 	 It	was	perfect,	 I	could	see	everything.	 	 I	saw	
Derek	 Jeter,	 Ichiro	 Suzuki,	 Albert	 Pujols,	 Yadier	 Molina---it	 was	 a	 great	 time.	 	 Well	 just	 try	 to	 imagine	 how	
dumbfounded	 I	would	 have	 been	 if	 Derek	 Jeter	 told	 his	 driver	 to	 stop	 the	 car	 right	when	 they	 got	 to	me;	 then	
looked	up	at	me	in	the	parking	garage	and	yelled	out	“Hey	Mike!		I’m	coming	to	your	house	for	dinner	tonight!”		I,	
of	course,	would	have	 felt	 like	a	 rock	star.”	Yeah,	 that’s	 right,	 Jeter	and	 I	are	 tight---he’s	coming	 to	my	place	 for	
dinner	tonight.”	
	
That’s	exactly	how	Zacchaeus	would	have	felt.		Jesus	was	the	one	who	initiated	this	relationship.		That’s	how	it	has	
always	been.		God	is	the	one	who	initiates	a	relationship	with	us…that	should	make	us	feel	like	rock	stars!		“Yeah,	
that’s	 right,	God	 and	 I	 are	 tight---God’s	 coming	 to	my	place	 for	 dinner	 tonight.”	 	When	Abram	was	ninety-nine	
years	old,	the	LORD	appeared	to	him	and	said,	“I	am	El-Shaddai—	‘God	Almighty.’	Serve	me	faithfully	and	live	a	
blameless	 life.		 	I	will	make	a	covenant	with	you,	by	which	 I	will	guarantee	to	give	you	countless	descendants”	
(Genesis	 17:1).	 In	 most	 pagan	 religions,	 human	 beings	 initiate	 relationships	 with	 the	 gods,	 usually	 by	 offering	
sacrifices	in	the	hope	that	the	gods	will	respond	favorably.	But	the	true	God	does	not	wait	for	us	to	approach	Him.	
Rather,	He	initiates	a	relationship	with	us	by	revealing	Himself.	So	our	relationship	with	God	is	not	something	we	
have	to	bring	about---it	is	always	a	response	to	the	light	of	God's	self-revelation.		Yet	God	does	not	reveal	Himself	
to	us	simply	that	we	might	know	who	He	is.	God	makes	Himself	known	to	us	so	that	He	might	have	a	relationship	
with	us	 so	 that	we	might	 live	our	 lives	 in	 service	 to	Him.	 	God	continues	 to	make	Himself	known	to	us	 today,	 in	
Scripture,	 in	sacrament,	 in	service,	 in	the	Spirit.	He	 initiates	a	relationship	with	each	of	us	 individually	so	that	we	
might	 know	 Him,	 serve	 Him	 and	 love	 Him.	
	

• How	has	God	initiated	a	relationship	with	you?		
• How	have	you	responded?		

	
Tuesday:	Luke	19:1-9	(continued)	
The	Jewish	people	did	not	like	tax-gatherers.	And	Zacchaeus	was	disliked	more	intensely	because	he	was	a	“chief	
tax-gatherer”	(verse	2).	 	When	Jesus	made	His	way	through	town,	He	stopped	under	a	tree,	Jesus	 looked	up	into	



the	tree	and	saw	Zacchaeus.	Jesus	knew	this	man’s	name	and	called	him	by	name,	and	then	invited	Himself	to	his	
house	for	a	meal.	Zacchaeus	was,	of	course,	thrilled,	but	the	crowds	were	very	unhappy	about	this.	Why?	Because	
they	considered	Zacchaeus	to	be	a	great	sinner—and	in	truth,	they	were	right---he	was.	Kind	of	like	you	and	me.	
	
All	of	 this	raises	an	 issue	which	 is	at	the	heart	of	 Jesus’	ministry,	and	which	 is	 the	key	to	His	rejection	as	well.	 In	
Luke	4:16,	Jesus	comes	to	the	synagogue	in	His	home	town	of	Nazareth.	He	reads	from	Isaiah	61:1-2	and	informs	
His	audience	that	He	is	the	fulfillment	of	this	Messianic	prophecy.	The	people	rejoice	until	Jesus	makes	it	clear	that	
He	has	come	to	save	sinners,	including	the	Gentiles.	That	is	too	much	for	them,	and	now	they	seek	to	kill	Him	(Read	
Luke	4:22-31).	It	is	this	same	issue	of	Jesus	coming	to	associate	with	and	to	save	sinners	which	arises	early	in	Mark’s	
Gospel	(Read	Mark	2:13-17),	and	it	centers	around	another	tax-gatherer,	Levi.	
	
Now,	 back	 to	 Luke	 19.	 Jesus	 approaches	 Jericho	 and	 on	His	way	 heals	 a	 blind	man.	 This	 is	 proof	 that	He	 is	 the	
Messiah,	and	the	crowds	love	it.	But	when	Jesus	carries	out	His	ultimate	Messianic	mission—saving	guilty	sinners—
this	 is	too	much,	and	the	praise	of	the	crowds	turns	to	protest.	After	this	 incident	with	Zacchaeus,	and	while	the	
same	crowds	are	 listening,	Jesus	tells	a	parable	which	warns	them	about	their	stewardship.	The	warning	is	about	
the	failure	to	make	use	of	that	which	God	has	given	to	us.	I	believe	that	the	ultimate	treasure	He	has	given	is	the	
Good	News	of	the	Gospel.		
	

• How	are	you	using	what	God	has	given	you	to	make	disciples?		Would	Jesus	be	impressed?	
• What	 are	 some	 very	 concrete	 ways	 that	 you	 can	 use	 what	 God	 has	 given	 you	 to	 reach	 out	 and	 make	

disciples?	
	
Wednesday:	John	4:1-26	
This	 passage	 is	 about	 the	 social	 contempt	 that	 the	 Jews	 and	 Samaritans	 held	 for	 one	 another.	 Here	 Jesus	
demonstrated	 to	us	 that	we	can	and	should	 tear	down	cultural	walls	 to	 reach	people	 in	need.	 Jesus	 ignored	 the	
customs	 of	 His	 culture	 and	 cut	 right	 through	 the	 prejudicial	 barriers	 of	 ignorance,	 narrow-minded	 thinking,	 and	
fear,	 and	 traveled	 through	Samaria	when	most	 good	 Jews	 refused	 to	do	 so.	 Then,	He	did	 something	even	more	
outlandish	for	an	orthodox	Jewish	man---He	sat	down	and	asked	an	outcast,	sinful	Samaritan	woman	for	a	drink.	
	
The	 route	 Jesus	 took	 on	 His	 journey	 to	 Galilee	 is	 the	 most	 direct	 route,	 traveling	 through	 Samaria,	 which	 lies	
between	Judea	and	Galilee.	Samaria	is	known	today	as	the	West	Bank.	This	direct	route	from	Judea	to	Galilee	was	
about	70	miles,	or	a	two-and-a-half-day	walk	on	a	safe	and	well-made	Roman	road,	well-traveled	and	patrolled	by	
Roman	 guards.	 This	 road	was	 laden	with	 frequent	 rest	 stops,	 and	 inns.	 But,	most	 of	 the	 Jews	 chose	 not	 to	 go	
through	 Samaria.	 Rather,	 they	 chose	 to	 embark	 upon	 the	hot,	 harsh,	 and	 foreboding	 desert	 and	 the	 rocky	 road	
northeast	from	Jerusalem	to	Jericho,	up	the	Jordan	valley	and	then	crossing	the	inhospitable	Jordan	River-twice.	In	
other	words,	because	of	their	prejudice	towards	the	Samaritan	people,	they	journeyed	almost	twice	the	distance,	
over	much	harsher	 terrain.	 Jesus	 shows	 that	our	prejudice	 is	 sinful,	 ridiculous	and	blocks	 the	Gospel.	We	are	all	
sinners	in	need	of	a	Savior,	created,	loved,	and	pursued	by	our	Lord.		
	
Why	do	 you	 suppose	 the	woman	hesitated	with	 Jesus?	 	 Perhaps,	 she	 thought	 there	was	 something	wrong	with	
herself,	 and	 that	 she	 did	 not	 deserve	 a	 better	 life.	 Perhaps,	 her	 heart	 was	 hardened	 by	 pursuing	 exciting	 and	
forbidden	relationships	in	order	to	find	meaning,	yet	only	finding	a	meaningless	life.	She	had	to	learn	a	lesson	we	all	
have	to	learn----namely	our	need	to	surrender	to	the	Lordship	of	Jesus	Christ.	Christ	is	the	meaning	of	life	and	must	
be	our	foundation.	 	The	first	thing	the	woman	realized	was	that	God	has	compassion	and	love;	He	cared	for,	and	
had	 a	 plan	 for	 her,	 even	 though	 she	 was	 considered	 a	 social	 pariah.	 She	 was	 willing	 to	 be	 challenged	 and	
confronted	for	her	sin.	She	was	willing	to	repent	and	become	clean.	She	was	able	to	learn	and	develop	character,	
so	 God	 used	 her	 to	 transform	 her	 community.	 It	 is	 the	 same	 for	 us.	We	must	 see	 our	 sin	 and	 deal	 with	 it	 by	
confession	and	removal.	We	have	to	see	God’s	love	and	care	for	us!	We	are	to	study	the	Word,	seek	wisdom,	be	
prudent,	and	lean	on	the	strength	of	the	Lord!	These	things	do	not	come	merely	by	chance;	they	come	by	knowing	
and	intentionally	following	Jesus	Christ.	
	



• When	you	were	growing	up,	did	your	parents	tell	you	not	to	associate	with	people	of	certain	social	classes	
or	ethnicities?	How	did	you	feel	about	it?	How	have	those	feelings	changed	since	Christ	has	become	more	
rooted	in	you?	

• What	do	you	do	when	you	meet	an	outcast	or	 someone	 in	deep	need	and	 in	deep	sin?	How	should	you	
respond?	What	gets	in	your	way?	

• What	does	"living	water"	mean	to	you?	What	does	"gift	of	God"	mean	to	you?	
	

Thursday:	John	4:27-45	
While	 Jesus	 was	 talking	 to	 the	 Samaritan	 woman,	 the	 disciples	 came	 back	 from	 their	 errands	 and	 they	 were	
shocked	 but	 did	 not	 say	 a	word.	 The	woman	 left	 her	water	 jar	 and	 immediately	went	 back	 to	 her	 village,	 very	
excited	and	already	fully	engaged	in	what	Christ	told	her.	She	had	found	the	Messiah	and	wanted	everyone	to	know	
it!	 She	 told	 everyone	what	 Jesus	 told	her	 and	proclaimed	 that	 Jesus	must	 be	 the	One	 for	whom	 they	had	been	
waiting.	So,	the	people	from	the	village	came	out	to	the	well	to	see	for	themselves	and	meet	Jesus.	At	the	same	
time,	 the	disciples	wanted	 Jesus	 to	eat	 the	 food	 they	brought	back,	 and	 Jesus	 seized	 this	 as	 a	 teaching	point	 to	
reveal	what	was	 far	more	 important	 than	 food---namely	our	 spiritual	 formation---and	 that	our	 real	nourishment	
comes	from	God.		That	nourishment	is	had	by	doing	God's	will.	 	Jesus	told	the	disciples	that	His	sustenance	came	
from	God	and	that	He	was	empowered	to	do	His	will;	and	then	used	a	common,	everyday	example	to	illustrate	His	
point:	just	as	the	crops	are	ready	for	harvest,	God	waits	for	us	to	harvest	what	He	has	planted	in	us	and	also	wants	
us	 to	 help	 others	 grow,	 just	 as	 this	 woman	 was	 doing.	 Then,	 He	 shares	 that	 we	 all	 have	 different	 gifts	 and	
opportunities;	 some	 plant,	 some	water,	 and	 some	 harvest.	 All	 are	 important	 and	 needed	 for	 the	 harvesting	 of	
souls.	We	can't	rush	it	but	we	have	to	see	the	immediacy	of	it.	Because	of	this	woman	and	Jesus'	use	of	her,	many	
of	the	Samaritans	turned	to	Christ	and	put	their	trust	and	faith	in	Him.	God	used	a	person	deemed	unacceptable	by	
others	to	bear	His	Message	of	Love,	Hope,	and	Faith,	which	could	not	be	accomplished	by	prejudice.	
	
Jesus	interacted	with	a	race	extremely	hated	and	rejected	by	the	Jews.	This	passage	continues	to	tell	of	the	social	
contempt	that	the	Jews	and	Samaritans	held	for	one	another.	Jesus	exhibits	the	importance	of	acceptance	and	calls	
us	to	remove	the	prejudice	and	narrow-mindedness	and	intolerance	we	have,	just	as	the	Jews	and	Samaritans	held	
for	each	other.	And,	in	application,	to	remove	all	social	dislike,	scorn,	and	prejudices	we	harbor.	Jesus	looked	at	the	
barriers	some	had	for	growth	and	He	confronted	them	so	the	person	could	move	forward	 into	spiritual	maturity	
with	faith	and	relationship	development.	To	be	a	true	follower	of	Christ,	one	must	also	be	a	disciple,	a	learner	who	
can	 look	at	what	hinders	us,	reach	out	to	Christ,	and	grow	beyond	the	barriers	that	block	our	spiritual	 formation	
and	 intimacy	with	Christ.	We	have	 to	understand	 Jesus	and	His	 teachings,	be	deeply	 convicted	and	be	willing	 to	
grow	 through	 our	 trust	 and	 obedient	 actions.	 If	 not,	 we	 will	 stagnate	 into	 apathy,	 disillusionment,	 depression,	
dysfunction,	or	some	other	kind	of	abuse	to	one's	self	or	others.	
		

• What	are	some	religious	or	racial	or	social	issues	with	which	you	have	had	issues?	What	about	now?	
• How	 is	 love	 a	 summary	 of	 all	 of	 Christ's	 character,	 not	 just	 His	 one	 attribute?	 How	 does	 His	 love	 show	

through	in	this	passage?	
• How	does	our	 intimacy	with	Christ	gives	us	 the	confidence	and	completeness	 to	know	and	do	God's	will	

and	purpose?	
• How	does	prejudice	block	the	Gospel?	How	has	God	demonstrated	His	ultimate	Love	to	you?	How	can	you	

show	this	to	others	more?	
• What	did	or	what	do	you	need	to	do	to	overcome	cultural	and	prejudicial	walls	to	reach	a	person	in	need?	

		
Friday:	Matthew	9:9-13	
Jesus	was	calling	those	who	would	listen	to	follow.		In	so	doing,	He	called	the	common	laborers	of	Jewish	society,	
such	 as	 fishermen,	 and	 He	 called	 the	 most	 hated	 person	 in	 Jewish	 society	 at	 that	 time,	 a	 tax	 collector,	 who	
collected	duties	and	 fees	 like	a	 troll	under	a	bridge.	 	 Just	as	He	did	with	Zacchaeus,	 Jesus	 called	 this	hated	man	
Matthew	and	was	hated	for	doing	so.	As	we	continue	to	see,	that	is	always	the	way	of	God;	He	seeks	us	out,	and	we	
sinners	become	His	 friends	by	His	 offering	us	 fellowship,	 and	an	 invitation	 to	make	our	broken	 lives	whole.	 The	



Pharisees	were	puzzled	by	Jesus'	excellent	teaching,	and	by	His	bizarre	behavior	of	hanging	out	with	sinners.	They	
did	not	realize	He	was	the	Great	Physician,	who	came	to	heal.	
		

•  Would	you	leave	a	"six-figure"	job,	to	work	at	a	non-profit	agency,	helping	the	poor?	Why,	or	why	not?		
•  Why	would	Jesus	seek	the	most	hated	person	in	Jewish	society	to	join	His	mission?	
•  Can	you	think	of	a	profession	today,	that	if	someone	from	that	profession	came	to	Living	Word,	they	would	

be	shunned?	Why?				
•  Why	would	the	Pharisees	be	puzzled	by	Jesus'	excellent	teaching,	yet	bizarre	behavior	of	hanging	out	with	

sinners?	Can	you	think	of	some	contemporary	"bizarre	behaviors"	that	would	be	radical,	but	Scriptural,	and	
still	not	accepted	in	most	churches?		

		
Saturday:	Colossians	1:19-23	
By	sheer	grace	and	love,	God	chose	to	enter	our	world	and	dwell	with	us	 in	Jesus	Christ.	And,	through	the	blood	
shed	 on	 the	 cross,	 Jesus	made	 reconciliation	 and	wholeness	 possible	 for	 everything	 in	 heaven	 and	 earth.	 So,	 in	
Jesus	Christ,	anyone	who	 is	separated	 from	God	now	has	 the	opportunity	 to	know	God.	All	of	 the	humanity	was	
separated	by	sin	from	God	the	Father,	but	now	through	Christ's	sacrifice,	this	torn	relationship	is	mended	and	we	
have	newness	of	life	in	God.	Our	evil	thoughts	and	actions	separated	us	but	now	we	are	reconciled.	Christ's	death	
on	 the	 cross	 was	 the	 incredible	 act	 that	 made	 all	 this	 possible.	 Our	 salvation,	 our	 place	 in	 eternity,	 and	 our	
wholeness	here	and	now	are	all	a	result	of	what	Jesus	Christ	did	for	us.	Because	God	became	human	in	Jesus	Christ,	
humanity	can	now	be	brought	into	the	very	presence	of	God;	we	who	had	no	right	or	ability	to	come	before	God	
can	now	approach	God!	We	are	even	holy	and	blameless	because	of	Christ,	so	God	now	sees	us	clean	and	pure	and	
without	fault.	But,	for	this	to	happen,	we	have	to	accept	what	Jesus	has	done	for	us;	we	have	to	believe	who	Christ	
is	and	stand	firmly	in	Him	and	never	drift	away	from	His	Good	News.		
	
The	church	in	Colossae	was	in	a	prime	earthquake	zone,	and	whenever	the	earth	shook,	buildings	fell	and	people	
died.	But,	instead	of	making	stronger	buildings,	they	worshipped	and	sought	to	placate	the	gods,	which	of	course	
accomplished	nothing	and	resulted	in	the	destruction	of	the	city	a	few	decades	after	this	 letter	was	written.	Paul	
points	out,	using	a	hymn,	that	if	we	are	not	steadfast	in	our	devotion	to	Christ,	but	rather	are	seeking	to	dilute	the	
teaching	 of	 God	 with	 the	 teachings	 of	 our	 culture,	 we	 are	 in	 essence	making	 tottering	 buildings	 of	 our	 lives---
buildings	that	will	eventually	collapse.	All	this	is	to	say	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	one	true	God,	and	must,	therefore,	
reign	supreme.	This	also	means	that	Jesus	is	the	Head	of	the	Church!	We	tend	to	run	our	churches	as	if	we	are	in	
control,	making	our	decisions	based	on	gathering	needs	then	developing	programs	to	fill	those	needs.	Yet,	as	good	
as	this	may	sound,	the	main	thing	in	church	leadership	is	usually	left	out.	Where	is	Christ?	What	is	His	will?	What	is	
His	 vision	 for	 us?	 Even	 though	 Christ	 is	 the	 head,	 we	 sometimes	 leave	 Him	 outside	 of	 our	 preparations	 and	
purposes.	What	does	this	mean?	It	means	we	must	drop	our	agendas	and	align	with	Christ,	and	His	Lordship.	When	
we	think	of	the	church,	we	tend	to	think	of	it	as	buildings	and	programs;	but	the	real,	true	Church	is	the	people	all	
interconnected	to	one	another	while	being	intercepted	in	and	with	Christ	as	LORD.	When	we	get	this,	that	Christ	is	
eminent	and	He	reconciles	us	to	Him,	we	will	start	to	see	how	important	our	commitment	to	honor	Christ	and	His	
precepts	 are.	Once	we	were	 outsiders,	 enemies	 to	God.	Now	with	 Christ,	we	 have	 salvation,	 assurance,	 and	 an	
eternity	 of	 hope.	 All	 Christians,	 especially	 Christian	 leaders,	 need	 the	 desire	 to	 see	 a	 church	 committed	 to	 His	
purpose	and	poured	out	to	His	ways.	When	we	proclaim	Christ	as	Lord,	then	we	will	see	revival	through	real	prayer	
and	devotion	to	His	Lordship.	We	must	allow	His	work	in	us,	live	in	His	presence,	be	a	doer	of	the	Word,	stand	firm	
in	our	faith	and	teachings,	and	never	drift	away	from	His	"true	Truth"	and	precepts	or	His	love.	
	

• Do	you	ever	find	your	desires,	your	agenda	getting	in	the	way	of	God’s	ministry?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	be	transformed	in	Christ?	
• What	does	it	mean	to	have	Jesus	Christ	as	your	Lord?	
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