
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	16-21,	2017)	
	
Monday:		2	Corinthians	8:1-7	
This	week,	as	we	approach	Commitment	Sunday	at	Living	Word,	where	we	bring	our	estimates	of	church	
giving	for	2018	forward	to	God,	we	are	going	to	look	closely	at	Paul’s	primary	teaching	on	giving,	in	his	
second	letter	to	the	church	at	Corinth.		All	of	this	week’s	readings	are	from	2	Corinthians	chapters	8	and	
9.	 	Remember	as	you	read	each	day	that	Paul	 is	writing	to	a	particular	church	community	that	he	had	
founded	on	one	of	his	missionary	journeys	–	the	church	in	Corinth,	in	modern-day	Greece.		You	can	read	
about	the	founding	of	the	church	in	Corinth	in	Acts	18.	
	
In	today’s	reading,	Paul	begins	to	address	the	subject	of	generous	giving	by	describing	the	generosity	of	
the	 churches	 he	 has	 founded	 and	 visited	 in	Macedonia.	 	Macedonia	 is	 about	 350	miles	 northeast	 of	
Corinth,	and	even	today	takes	almost	six	hours	to	travel	to	by	car	from	Corinth.		While	both	were	part	of	
the	Roman	Empire	in	Paul’s	day,	historically	the	two	areas	were	political	rivals.		Paul	is	taking	advantage	
of	 this	historical	 competitiveness	 to	 try	 to	motivate	 the	Corinthians	 to	give	as	 the	Macedonians	were	
giving.		Paul	describes	the	fact	that	even	though	the	Macedonians	were	suffering	“the	most	severe	trial”	
which	had	resulted	in	“extreme	poverty”,	their	joy	in	Christ	had	caused	them	to	plead	with	Paul	to	allow	
them	to	give	anyway	…	and	they	went	far	beyond	Paul’s	expectations	when	they	gave.		While	the	nature	
of	 the	 Macedonian’s	 trial	 is	 not	 specified,	 we	 know	 that	 the	 early	 church	 suffered	 many	 kinds	 of	
persecution	in	the	days	when	Paul	was	evangelizing.		Whatever	their	trial	was,	it	had	resulted	in	extreme	
poverty.	 	And	yet,	Paul	tells	the	Corinthians,	they	excelled	in	the	grace	of	giving	–	with	no	urging	from	
Paul	necessary.	
	

• Notice	that	Paul	begins	by	telling	the	Corinthians	that	he	is	going	to	describe	the	“grace	God	has	
given	 the	 Macedonians”,	 but	 goes	 on	 to	 describe	 their	 giving.	 	 What	 do	 you	 think	 is	 the	
relationship	between	receiving	God’s	grace	and	subsequent	giving?	

• Do	you	think	Paul’s	taking	advantage	of	an	ancient	rivalry	between	two	geographic	areas	in	this	
way	was	an	appropriate	way	to	motivate	the	Corinthians	to	give?		Why	do	you	think	he	took	this	
approach?	

• What	do	you	think	 the	Macedonians	must	have	believed	or	 felt	about	 Jesus	Christ,	and	Paul’s	
mission	 of	 evangelism,	 if	 they	 pleaded	 with	 Paul	 to	 allow	 them	 to	 share	 in	 the	 cost	 of	 the	
mission	even	though	they	had	very	limited	resources	due	to	recent	persecution?	

• What	do	you	believe,	or	how	do	you	feel,	about	Living	Word’s	mission	of	evangelism,	and	your	
ability	to	share	in	its	cost?		Are	you	a	Macedonian,	who	gives	joyously	even	out	of	poverty,	or	a	
Corinthian,	who	needs	encouragement	and	motivation	to	give?	
	

Tuesday:		2	Corinthians	8:8-9	
Paul	communicates	a	lot	in	these	two	short	verses.		First	of	all	–	notice	that	Paul	wants	the	Corinthians	
to	understand	that	he	 is	 in	no	way	COMMANDING	them	to	give.	 	He	says	he	has	told	the	story	of	the	
Macedonian	 church’s	 giving	 simply	 as	 a	 way	 of	 testing	 the	 Corinthians’	 sincerity.	 	 He	 reminds	 the	
Corinthians	that	Christ,	who	was	rich,	became	poor	–	referring	to	the	fact	that	as	God	incarnate,	Jesus	
Christ	had	everything,	but	gave	 it	all	up	to	become	a	human	being	from	a	humble	Jewish	family.	 	And	
yet,	through	faith	in	Jesus,	the	Corinthians	can	be	made	rich	–	gaining	the	ability	to	be	called	“children	of	
God”,	with	all	the	benefits	befitting	an	heir	to	the	throne	of	God.		The	point	Paul	continues	to	make	is	
that	the	Macedonians	seem	to	understand	well	what	it	means	to	be	a	disciple	of	Jesus	Christ	–	to	model	
their	 very	 lives	 on	 His,	 including	 this	 attitude	 of	 sacrificial	 giving.	 	 The	 Macedonians	 were	 never	
COMMANDED	 to	 behave	 this	way	 –	 sacrificial	 giving	 is	 not	 an	 obligation;	 it	 is	 a	 natural	 outgrowth	 of	
being	formed	into	the	image	of	Jesus	Christ.	 	Paul	tells	the	Corinthians	that	while	their	words	SAY	that	
they	are	followers	of	Christ,	the	reality	of	their	giving	serves	as	a	test	of	the	sincerity	of	those	words.	



	
• Why	do	 you	 think	Paul	makes	 a	point	 about	not	 commanding	 the	Corinthians	 to	 give?	 	What	

does	Paul	want	the	Corinthians’	giving	to	be	motivated	by?	
• Do	you	agree	with	Paul	that	giving	is	a	clear	indicator	of	the	sincerity	of	one’s	love	of	Christ	and	

the	church?		Why	or	why	not?	
• How	 is	 the	 fact	of	Christ’s	 incarnation	an	example	of	 the	 kind	of	 sacrificial	 giving	expected	of	

Christ’s	followers?	
• What	motivates	 you	 to	 give?	 	What	 conclusion	would	 Paul	 reach	 about	 the	 sincerity	 of	 your	

love?	
	

Wednesday:		2	Corinthians	8:10-12	
Paul	now	reminds	the	Corinthians	that	last	year,	they	were	actually	the	FIRST	to	give,	and	also	the	first	
to	WANT	to	give!		The	question	seems	to	be,	what	has	changed	such	that	THIS	year,	the	Macedonians	
are	exhibiting	the	kind	of	attitude	that	 the	Corinthians	showed	LAST	year?	 	 If	 the	Corinthians	were	so	
willing	and	eager	to	help	support	the	mission	of	the	church	last	year,	they	should	certainly	be	willing	and	
eager	 to	help	bring	 it	 to	 conclusion	 this	year!	 	Paul	again	 stresses	 the	WILLINGNESS	 to	give	 is	what	 is	
important	–	he	is	not	COMMANDING	them	to	finish	what	they	started.		It	is	this	willingness	to	give	that	
makes	 a	 gift	 acceptable	 to	 God	 or	 unacceptable	 to	 God	 –	 not	 its	 face	 value.	 	 Paul	 encourages	 the	
Corinthians	to	finish	their	work	of	giving	“according	to	their	means”.	
	

• What	reasons	can	you	think	of	for	why	the	Corinthians	enthusiasm	might	have	waned	in	a	year?	
• What	influences	your	decision	on	how	much	to	give	each	year	compared	to	previous	years?	
• Why	is	a	willingness	to	give	so	important?		If	the	goal	is	to	complete	the	church’s	mission	in	the	

world,	why	would	the	willingness	with	which	people	give	be	more	important	than	the	amount	
they	give?	

• God	asks	us	to	give	“according	to	our	means”	…	but	how	might	we	be	tempted	to	use	that	to	our	
own	advantage,	rather	than	respond	to	God’s	grace	by	truly	doing	so?	

• Do	you	follow	through	on	your	estimate	of	giving	each	year?		What	could	you	do	to	help	YOUR	
“eager	willingness	to	do	it”	to	be	“matched	by	your	completion	of	it”?	
	

Thursday:	2	Corinthians	8:13-15	
To	 conclude	 this	 part	 of	 Paul’s	 teaching	 on	 generosity,	 he	 emphasizes	 the	 goal	 of	 equality.	 	 Paul	 is	
concerned	that	perhaps	the	Corinthians	are	hesitating	in	their	giving	because	they	are	convinced	that	if	
they	give	 to	others,	 their	 circumstances	will	 just	be	 reversed.	 	 The	needy	will	 “have”,	while	 they	who	
once	“had”	will	have	become	needy.		It	is	important	to	note	that	Paul	stresses	that	this	is	NOT	the	goal,	
but	that	equality	is	the	goal.	 	 If	the	Corinthians	provide	aid	out	of	their	plenty	now,	if/when	the	tables	
are	 turned,	 the	 Corinthians	 will	 be	 cared	 for	 by	 those	 with	 plenty	 then.	 	 No	 one	 is	 expecting	 the	
Corinthians	to	become	hard	pressed,	but	likewise,	the	Corinthians	should	care	deeply	about	the	fact	that	
others	are	in	need	of	the	care	they	can	provide.		The	Scripture	reference	in	verse	13	from	Exodus	16:18	
is	 intended	to	say	 that	 it	will	be	 just	 like	 the	days	when	the	Hebrews	gathered	exactly	 the	amount	of	
manna	in	the	desert	that	their	family	needed.		God	provided	exactly	what	was	needed	–	no	more	and	no	
less.		And	now,	if	the	Corinthians	allow	the	grace	of	God	to	flow	through	them	in	an	act	of	selfless	giving,	
the	same	will	be	true	for	all	 those	who	follow	Christ.	 	The	same	principle	underlies	all	Christian	giving	
today,	as	well.	
	

• Clearly,	all	giving	impacts	our	economic	condition	to	some	extent.		Are	you	ever	concerned	that	
your	giving	will	leave	you	“hard	pressed”?		How	do	Paul’s	words	impact	you?	

• Do	you	think	the	goal	of	equality	is	achievable?		Are	you	even	convinced	that	the	goal	of	equality	
is	desirable?		What	leads	you	to	your	convictions?	



• What	determines	“too	much”	or	“too	little”?		How	do	the	previous	days’	studies	help	us	to	set	
priorities,	and	perhaps	even	modify	what	“too	much”	and	“too	little”	mean	for	us	personally?	

• How	 has	 the	 “Protestant	 work	 ethic”	 or	 the	 American	 ethos	 of	 “pull	 yourself	 up	 by	 your	
bootstraps”	 impacted	your	attitude	toward	giving?	 	Have	you	ever	thought	“I	worked	hard	for	
my	money,	the	poor	just	need	to	work	hard	for	theirs	and	not	expect	me	to	give	them	mine”?		
How	do	you	think	Paul	would	respond	to	that	sentiment,	based	on	this	week’s	reading	so	far?	
	

Friday:		2	Corinthians	9:6-11	
Most	of	us	know	the	adage	“you	reap	what	you	sow”,	based	on	today’s	passage.		Paul	makes	the	point	
that	a	heart	conformed	to	the	image	of	Christ	will	give	what	needs	to	be	given,	and	cheerfully.		If	one’s	
giving	 is	 forced,	or	 if	one’s	giving	 is	only	done	with	great	 reluctance,	 it	means	 that	one’s	giving	 is	not	
truly	aligned	with	their	personal	understanding	of	God’s	grace	in	their	lives.		Followers	of	Christ	have	an	
inner	assurance	of	having	done	what	God	wants	of	them	in	the	area	of	giving.		They	do	not	feel	shame	
that	 they	 should	 have	 done	more,	 and	 they	 do	 not	 feel	 pride	 at	 having	 done	more	 than	 God	 could	
possibly	have	expected.	 	 Rather,	 they	are	 confident	 they	will	 have	all	 that	 they	need	even	after	 their	
giving.		They	realize	that	the	blessings	they	have	received	from	God	are	given	for	the	express	purpose	of	
enabling	them	to	be	generous	towards	others	–	knowing	that	the	sharing	of	their	gifts	with	others	will	
lead	to	the	glorification	of	God	as	the	recipient	gives	thanks	for	the	gift.	
	

• Have	you	ever	felt	ashamed	inside	because	you	do	not	feel	like	you	have	given	as	much	as	you	
should?		Have	you	ever	felt	proud	because	you	feel	like	you	have	given	more	than	other	people	
might	have?		If	the	answer	to	either	question	is	yes,	what	do	you	think	that	indicates	about	your	
understanding	of	generosity?	

• Is	your	giving	either	“under	compulsion”	or	“with	reluctance”?		What	needs	to	change	to	make	
your	answer	to	either	question	“no”?	

• Have	you	ever	simply	not	wanted	to	give,	not	felt	like	giving,	or	felt	like	giving	just	doesn’t	make	
sense?		What	do	the	words	“God	is	able	to	make	all	grace	abound	to	you”	say	to	you	about	your	
ability	to	allow	God	to	change	those	feelings?	

• Do	you	believe	“you	reap	what	you	sow”?	 	What	evidence	do	you	have	 in	your	 life	to	support	
your	answer?	
	

Saturday:		2	Corinthians	9:12-15	
In	today’s	final	reading,	Paul	elaborates	on	the	last	verse	of	yesterday’s	reading.		Our	generosity	is	not	
just	about	supplying	the	needs	of	others	–	 in	fact,	 it	 is	a	tool	of	evangelism!		When	others	receive	our	
generosity	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	when	others	realize	that	this	generosity	is	going	out	not	only	
to	them	but	to	people	everywhere,	 it	 leads	them	into	praise	of	God!	 	They	will	give	thanks	to	God	for	
you,	they	will	ask	God	to	bless	you,	and	God	will	hear	their	prayers	and	increase	our	gifts	all	the	more.		
In	fact,	there	will	be	no	end	of	God’s	grace	as	it	grows	in	both	the	giver	and	the	receiver.		If	followers	of	
Christ	were	 true	 to	 respond	 to	God’s	 grace	 through	 the	 freely	 chosen	and	 joy-filled	 act	 of	 giving,	 the	
knowledge	and	love	of	God	would	spread	throughout	the	world	like	wildfire!		No	wonder	Paul	concludes	
by	shouting	“Thanks	be	to	God	for	His	 indescribable	gift!”	 	Giving	 is	not	 just	about	providing	relief	 for	
others	–	it	is	about	God’s	grace	transforming	the	entire	world	into	a	place	of	unending	praise	of	God	in	
Christ.	
	

• Have	you	ever	really	thought	about	the	possibility	that	the	reason	you	have	financial	blessings	is	
as	an	evangelism	tool	–	so	that	others	who	receive	your	generosity	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	
will	give	thanks	to	God?	

• In	verse	13,	Paul	says	that	we	“prove	ourselves”	by	this	service	of	giving.		What,	exactly,	do	you	
think	we	have	proved	about	ourselves	when	we	give?	



• Why	do	you	think	Paul	suddenly	starts	talking	about	giving	as	an	act	of	obedience	in	verse	13,	
when	he	has	previously	gone	to	great	lengths	to	talk	about	not	giving	under	compulsion?		How	
is	generosity,	as	Paul	has	defined	it	in	these	two	chapters,	also	an	act	of	obedience?	

• How	is	giving	“a	confession	of	the	gospel	of	Christ”?	
• Spend	time	in	prayer	considering	what	God	is	asking	you	to	give	in	2018	to	the	mission	of	Jesus	

Christ	through	the	ministries	of	Living	Word,	and	don’t	 forget	to	bring	your	Estimate	of	Giving	
card	to	worship	tomorrow!	
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