
	
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	23-28,	2017)	

	
	
Monday:	James	1:21-27	
James	uses	word	pictures	to	show	us	how	vitally	important	it	is	that	we	proactively	live	out	the	Word	of	God	in	our	
lives,	allowing	it	to	transform	us	into	the	people	God	created	us	to	be	and	then	allowing	it	to	transform	how	we	
treat	others.	James	is	telling	us	in	order	to	be	a	"doer	of	the	Word,"	which	means	to	put	into	practice	the	precepts	
of	 our	 Lord,	 we	 have	 to	 rid	 ourselves	 of	 the	 self-centeredness	 of	 our	 lives.	 In	 other	 words,	 we	 need	 to	make	
certain	that	God	and	not	self,	 is	the	most	important	thing	in	our	lives.	Just	listening	to	the	Word	and	then	doing	
nothing	with	 it	 is	 total	 foolishness,	 and	 accomplishes	 nothing.	 Listening	 is	 extremely	 important	 and	 James	will	
expand	on	 it	 later,	but	 just	 listening	and	doing	nothing	 is	useless!	 If	a	person	went	to	a	police	officer	and	said	a	
burglary	was	in	progress,	would	the	police	officer	be	doing	a	great	job	by	just	being	a	great	listener?	Perhaps	the	
police	officer	has	 the	earnest,	 proper	 listening	 skills,	 paid	 close	attention,	 and	 took	 the	 time	 to	 carefully	 listen-
perhaps	 even	 writing	 it	 down.	 But,	 if	 he	 never	 responded	 to	 the	 burglary	 by	 calling	 it	 in,	 or	 trying	 to	 stop	 or	
investigate	it	himself,	his	job	would	be	of	no	value	to	the	community.	
	
We	can	call	ourselves	Christians	all	we	want,	but	we	are	not,	in	fact,	Christians	until	we	live	as	Christians.	By	not	
living	out	our	faith,	we	will	be	missing	out	on	what	God	has	for	us	and	replacing	 it	with	foolishness	at	best,	and	
with	 unadulterated	 evil	 at	 worst.		In	 either	 case,	 we	 are	 being	 disloyal	 to	 God,	 throwing	 out	 incredible	
opportunities,	and	wasting	what	God	gives	us.	The	solution	to	the	problem	of	evil	and	willful	disobedience,	as	well	
as	to	a	meaningless	life	is	to	receive	and	live	out	God’s	Word.	We	must	be	willing	to	let	God's	Word	affect,	as	in	
influence	us	deeply,	our	achievements	and	purposes	because	of	who	He	is	and	what	He	is	doing	in	us!		
	
God	understands	that	even	when	we	are	doing	our	level	best;	we	will	often	fail.	And	the	Good	News,	of	course,	is	
that	we	still	have	God’s	forgiveness	when	we	mess	up,	but	we	are	called	to	do	everything	we	can	to	not	need	it!		
Doing	God's	Word	will	lead	to	godly	action.		So,	the	Bible	must	be	read,	it	must	be	adhered	to,	it	must	impact	us.	
Then,	a	visible	and	viable	result	will	occur	as	our	faith	development	 increases,	and	our	purpose	 is	set	with	a	 life	
that	is	worth	living	and	that	leads	others	to	Him.	Further	action	is	taking	our	faith	to	the	streets	of	life	and	actually	
helping	others	in	a	real,	authentic	way.	
	

• What	blocks	you	from	adhering	to	God's	truths?		
• Why,	at	times,	are	we	not	willing	and	able	to	receive	them?		
• How	does	putting	up	barriers	slow	down	or	stop	our	growth	in	Christ?		
• What	are	the	barriers	for	you?	

		
Tuesday:	Colossians	3:12-14	
God	loves	you!	He	chose	you	to	be	one	of	His	holy	people,	so	you	must	clothe	yourself	in	His	love	and	principles.	
We	all	must	realize	that	others	have	faults	and	show	them	the	grace	and	forgiveness	that	Christ	has	given	us.	We	
are	 to	 be	 in	 unity	 and	 filled	 with	 gratitude,	 which	 will	 set	 the	 tone	 for	 our	 lives,	 spiritual	 growth,	 and	 our	
relationship	with	God	and	others.	This	is	about	what	we	are	to	put	on	and	put	off	in	our	lives.	What	are	we	to	put	
on?	Fruit,	which	is	the	Holy	Spirit	working	in	and	through	us,	so	we	are	oozing	with	God’s	love.	We	are	to	become	
God’s	masterpiece	and	a	showcase	of	God's	goodness	and	grace.	What	is	produced?	Tender	mercies,	compassion,	
kindness,	humility,	gentleness,	patience,	and	forgiveness;	these	are	virtues	that	are	sealed	and	empowered	by	His	
love	for	us,	which	comes	from	Christ	ruling	our	hearts	and	His	Word	indwelling	us.	This	is	not	a	set	of	ideas	we	are	
being	asked	to	consider.	Rather,	we	are	called	and	"must	do"	them!	What	do	we	get	 in	return?	Peace,	as	Christ	
dwells	in	us	and	uses	us	in	the	lives	of	others	through	our	words,	attitudes,	and	lifestyle.	

We	need	to	see	this	passage	not	as	a	slap	on	the	side	of	our	head	to	get	right	with	God,	but	as	an	encouragement	
that	we	can	do	it.	Since	Christ	gave	us	new	life,	we	have	the	power	to	do	this!		The	Holy	Spirit	supplies	us	with	the	
gifts,	and	abilities	we	need	to	be	able	to	do	all	that	God	asks.	Because	Christ	is	there	molding	and	guiding	us,	we	
can		



	

set	our	purpose	and	vision	of	our	life	in	Him	and	for	Him.	He	is	our	real	life;	He	is	our	all	in	all.	We	share	in	Christ’s	
glory,	so	we	can	put	to	death	all	that	holds	us	back	from	embracing	and	living	for	Christ,	and	become	persons	of	
spiritual	maturity	who	are	effective	for	the	Kingdom!	We	can	recognize	sin	and	remove	its	influence	from	us.	

How	is	this	done?	Simply	put,	by	allowing	the	Word---the	presence	of	Jesus	Christ---to	dwell	 in	us,	and	learn	His	
instruction,	so	the	peace	of	Christ	will	rule	in	our	hearts	and	minds	and	translate	into	our	actions.	It	is	all	about	our	
spiritual	growth	impacting	us	so	it	impacts	others	positively	and	in	love.	The	key	is	to	know	that	Christ	is	sufficient,	
so	we	can	trust	in	Him	and	in	Him	alone!	Without	Christ’s	intervention,	we	remain	in	our	sins	and	are	dead	to	God	
in	a	hopeless	and	worthless	state.	But---because	of	Christ,	we	have	forgiveness	and	hope.	We	are	alive	and	God	
favors	us!	 Jesus	nailed	our	 sins	 to	 the	cross	and	 in	 so	doing,	disarmed	 the	evil	of	 the	world.	 Sin	 is	 still	 roaming	
around	but	neutered	as	to	what	it	can	do	to	a	Christian.	He	is	victorious	and	we	have	victory	in	Him.	

• What	does	 it	mean	to	you	that	God	 loves	you	and	He	chose	you	to	be	His?	How	can	this	help	motivate	
you?	

• Do	you	think	or	feel	that	you	are	holy?	How	and	why	must	we	clothe	ourselves	in	His	love	and	principles?	
What	happens	when	we	do	not,	both	as	individuals	and	collectively	as	a	church?	

• What	is	the	focus	of	attention	in	your	life?	Is	Christ	your	all	in	all?	If	not,	why?	What	needs	to	take	place	in	
your	life	for	Him	to	be	first	in	all	things?	

• How	much	hold	does	Christ's	rule	have	on	your	heart	and	actions?	How	can	your	motives	and	behaviors	
be	clues	as	to	what	needs	to	be	put	off	and	put	on?	

Wednesday:	Colossians	3:15-17		
As	followers	of	Christ,	we	are	to	allow	the	Word	of	God	to	impact	us,	live	in	us	so	we	can	live	joyfully,	worship	God,	
and	love	others	more	effectively.	Paul's	mission	was	to	rightly	instruct	the	Colossians,	warn	them	about	the	false	
teachers	and	help	them	to	see	how	they	had	abandoned	the	true	faith	by	mixing	in	their	cultural	teachings.	With	
the	understanding	of	what	Christ	did	for	us,	we	can	have	the	hope	and	confidence	to	trust	and	obey	Him.	These	
are	the	attributes	that	produce	character	and	spiritual	maturity	that	in	turn	shows	that	we	are	representatives	of	
Christ.	This	total	life	transformation	will	not	only	change	us	from	the	inside	out	but	also	allow	us	to	have	an	impact	
on	others	for	the	Kingdom.	
	
If	you	want	to	be	a	person	of	good	character,	this	passage,	in	context,	makes	the	designation	clear:	"compassion,	
kindness,	 humility,	 gentleness,	 and	 patience."	 Then,	we	put	 them	 together	with	 forgiveness	 and	 love,	 and	 they	
operate	in	the	parameters	of	peace	and	wisdom-all	from	our	Lord's	love	and	work	and	our	gratitude	toward	Jesus	
Christ	for	that	love.	Be	thankful	you	are	able	to	work;	do	it	with	gratitude	and	for	the	Lord.	Do	your	job	as	if	Christ	
is	beside	you	because	He	is.	
	
When	 we	 are	 focusing	 on	 the	 heavenly	 things,	 the	 earthy	 things	 seem	 small,	 insignificant,	 and	 worthless.	 His	
precepts	are	much	more	needed,	precious,	and	positively	 impacting.	What	 is	often	missed	 in	this	passage	 is	the	
call	to	admonish.	This	means	we	are	to	take	to	task	with	gentleness	and	love	but	still	do	it	earnestly,	counseling	
others	when	they	stray	from	God's	path.	We	are	to	sharpen	one	another,	help	one	another	avoid	sin	so	we	can	
help	one	another	put	off	what	holds	us	back.	If	by	not	admonishing	one	another	we	think	we	are	being	kind,	we	
are,	in	fact,	being	mean,	negating	our	responsibilities,	allowing	a	brother	or	sister	in	the	Lord	slip	into	the	ways	of	
the	world	 so	 they	 lose	 out	 on	 opportunities	 and	 rewards,	 and	 gaining	meaninglessness	 and	 bitterness.	We	 are	
indeed	to	remind	each	other	His	tender	mercies	by	our	own	behaviors	and	spur	on	The	Kingdom.	

• How	does	God's	Word	give	you	a	spiritual	birth	and	reason	in	life?		
• Do	you	fully	believe	when	the	Bible	has	impacted	us,	we	will	make	a	response	to	it?	How	have	you	done	

this?	How	can	you	do	this	better?	
• What	would	Living	Word	look	like	if	more	people	were	"doers	of	the	Word?"	

	
Thursday:	James	2:14-26	



Real,	 impacting,	effectual	 faith	will	have	 results.	 It	will	be	 lived	out!	Faith	 is	 received	alone,	but	 it	does	not	 just	
stand	alone;	 it	 is	 to	be	shown.	Faith	will	be	backed	up	by	 the	proof	 that	 it	 is	present	 in	a	person.	 If	 there	 is	no	
proof,	there		
	
	
is	a	good	chance	 that	 the	vessel	 is	empty	of	 faith.	 James'	point	 is	not	 that	 salvation	 requires	work,	an	effort	 to	
receive	it	or	even	to	cement	it;	rather,	real	faith	will	result	in	an	outcome	that	backs	it	up.	Faith	will	be	lived	out	in	
the	believer's	 life,	 thinking,	words,	and	actions.	Faith	will	 create	 initiative	 from	the	realization	of	who	we	are	 in	
Christ,	and	then	we	will	live	out	our	lives	in	Him,	through	His	power	and	because	of	our	convictions.	
	
Christianity	 is	 not	 an	 intellectual	 acceptance	or	 idea.	Rather,	 it	 is	 a	 lifelong,	 purpose-driven	 lifestyle	 as	 Jesus	 as	
Lord,	which	means	Master.	There	is	a	relationship	between	faith	and	works.	One	proves	the	other.	All	too	often,	
the	focus	switches	to	how	faith	is	to	be	used	for	salvation	when	it	is	the	Bible	view	that	faith	is	not	academic,	but	
needs	to	be	a	part	of	our	daily	life.	

		
It	 is	purely	by	the	grace	of	 Jesus	Christ	 that	we	are	saved---there	 is	nothing	that	we	can	add	to	 it,	such	as	good	
works	or	clean	living.	Justification	means	that	God's	righteousness	is	covering	us,	protecting	us	from	His	wrath	and	
punishment	 as	 a	 blanket!	 It	 is	 like	 getting	 a	 speeding	 ticket,	 going	 to	 court,	 and	 having	 the	 judge	 declare	 you	
innocent,	even	though	you	were	speeding.	To	God	you	are	clean,	covered	by	what	Christ	has	done	for	you.	This	
creates	our	reconciliation	to	God;	we	were	in	perfect	relationship	with	Him	before	the	fall,	and	now	we	are	again	
in	harmony.	Take	great	comfort;	this	does	not	happen	overnight.	Our	faith	has	grace	to	it.	We	will	make	mistakes	
and	have	setbacks,	but	He	is	there	for	us,	carrying	us	through.	Allow	Him	to	do	so!	
	

• The	 classic	 question	 is	if	 you	 were	 arrested	 for	 being	 a	 Christian,	 would	 there	 be	 enough	 evidence	 to	
convict	you?	Think	about	your	faith;	how	genuine	is	it?	We	will	have	ups	and	downs,	but	our	faith	should	
show	growth.	

• How	does	real,	impacting,	effectual	faith	have	a	result	to	it?	Why	does	faith	not	just	stand	alone?	
• Faith	is	demonstrated	by	substance	and	connection.	What	has	that	meant	in	your	life?	What	can	it	mean	

for	you	and	Living	Word?	
	
Friday:	Colossians	4:2-6	
To	be	a	true	follower	of	Christ,	we	are	to	be	a	person	who	is	devoted	to	the	Lord	so	distractions	and	past	or	future	
hurts	and	problems	do	not	consume	us.	We	should	dedicate	ourselves	to	prayer	and	be	alert;	think,	and	be	aware	
of	our	situation	and	opportunities	so	we	can	be	our	best	for	His	Highest	in	all	situations.	Above	all,	be	appreciative	
to	God	and	others.	Allow	a	sense	of	gratitude	for	Christ	fuel,	mold,	and	encompass	us.	In	this	way,	we	can	pray	for	
others,	be	sensitive	and	kind,	be	open	to	the	wondrous	prospects	and	plans	that	God	has	for	us,	and	be	able	to	
take	action.		
	
We	are	called	to	go	beyond	ourselves	and	into	the	lives	of	others.	We	are	to	seek	those	who	are	saved	and	spur	
them	on	 further	 in	 the	 faith.	We	are	 to	 seek	 those	who	are	not	 saved	and	make	Christ	 known	 to	 them	by	our	
attitudes,	lifestyle,	and	deeds.	The	way	we	become	a	good	effective	witness,	for	our	Lord	is	to	remember	we	are	
doing	it	for	Him.	It	is	about	Christ's	work,	not	our	efforts.	Then,	we	can	be	better	at	walking	closer	to	and	wiser	in	
Christ	and	seeing	the	opportunities	He	has	 for	us.	We	can	do	them,	not	by	our	abilities,	but	by	allowing	Him	to	
work	 in	 and	 through	 us.	 Paul	was	 in	 prison	when	 this	 letter	was	written.	He	 did	 not	 seek	 to	 be	 released	 even	
though	he	must	have	wanted	to	be;	rather,	he	sought	how	the	Lord	could	use	him	regardless	of	his	situation.	He	
sought	opportunities	for	ministry	not	opportunities	for	his	freedom.	In	other	words,	he	placed	the	call	of	God	over	
his	perceived	needs	and	desires,	even	if	they	were	good.	Perhaps,	with	such	a	mindset,	we	can	grow	ever	so	much	
more	to	see	opportunities	to	make	our	Lord	known	and	not	just	to	make	ourselves	feel	good.	
	

• How	would	you	define	"being	devoted	to	Jesus	Christ?"	What	are	the	distractions	and	past	or	future	hurts	
and	problems	that	may	cause	us	to	not	be	so	devoted?	What	can	you	do	about	it?	



• How	have	you	shown	dedication	in	praying	for	others?	Do	you	consider	yourself	alert	and	aware	of	others'	
situations	 and	 your	 opportunities	 to	 assist?	 How	 can	 this	 help	 you	 be	 your	 best	 for	 His	 Highest	 in	 all	
situations?	

• How	have	you	shown	appreciativeness	to	God	and	others?		
	
	

• What	does	it	mean	to	you	to	trust	in	Jesus?	How	does	this	mindset	help	you	be	more	aware	that	He	will	
take	care	of	you?	How	can	this	help	you	to	be	able	to	take	action	in	the	Kingdom	of	God?	

	
Saturday:	Colossians	4:7-18	
Our	real	service	comes	from	realizing	who	we	are	in	Christ	and	allowing	our	devotion	to	translate	into	application.	
What	God	wants	is	for	us	to	do	and	move	our	faith---to	exercise	our	faith	and	take	advantage	of	our	opportunities	
to	grow	and	promote	Christ's	Gospel.	Faithfulness	and	helping	one	another	by	service	and	mission	is	what	matters	
to	God.	The	more	we	put	into	our	faith	and	come	together,	the	more	we	are	used	to	getting	the	Gospel	out.	This	is	
also	about	encouragement	and	service;	it	is	contagious	and	mutually	shows	one	another	our	faith	while	it	is	also	
displayed	to	those	who	do	not	know	Christ.		
	

• How	can	you	be	kinder	in	your	actions	and	words?	How	can	your	gratitude	allow	you	to	be	more	gracious?	
• How	do	you	see	the	people	in	this	passage	exhibiting	faithfulness	and	devotion?	How	can	this	encourage	

you?	Do	any	of	these	people	inspire	you?	How	so?	
• What	 have	 you	 done	 to	 exercise	 your	 faith	 and	 take	 advantage	 of	 opportunities	 to	 grow	 and	 promote	

Christ's	Message?	
• How	would	you	define	"faithfulness?"	How	does	this	make	a	person	attractive	to	God	and	others?	How	is	

this	important	to	growing	a	faith	and	a	church?	How	does	this	carry	on	the	work	of	our	Lord?	
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