
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	30	–	November	4,	2017)	
	
	
Monday:	Ephesians	2:1-10	
When	humanity	chose	self-will	over	God’s	will,	sin	entered	the	world,	and	death	has	accompanied	it	ever	since.	Our	
physical	and	psychological	natures	have	carried	the	infection	from	one	generation	to	another	and	passed	it	on	like	a	
virus.	The	 symptoms	of	a	 sinful	nature	are	pride,	 self-centeredness,	 fear,	 the	 inclination	 to	 think	ourselves	better	
than	 others,	 rejecting	 God’s	 authority,	 and	 an	 insatiable	 drive	 to	 satisfy	 our	 desires---even	 at	 the	 expense	 of	
ourselves	and	others.	And,	the	most	damaging	result	of	all	is	our	deceptive	ability	to	be	in	denial	of	our	sinful	ways	
and	rationalize	our	thoughts	and	behavior	as	perfectly	acceptable!	
	
God	cannot	sin,	and	cannot	be	one	with	sin,	so	we	cannot	be	one	with	God,	who	is	the	one	and	only	source	of	life,	as	
long	as	we	are	sinners.	 	This	 is	why	sin	causes	death.	 	God	does	not	cause	 it;	SIN	causes	 it.	 	However,	God	 in	His	
incredible	love	planned	a	way	to	save	the	world	that	was	lost.	God	has	done	so	by	providing	atonement	through	His	
only	Son	and	thus	redeeming	you	and	me.	Through	the	sacrificial	death	of	Jesus	Christ,	God	declares	us	just,	takes	
away	our	sins	and	grants	us	life.	God’s	mercy	and	divine	grace	are	shown	in	raising	the	spiritually	dead	to	new	life	in	
Christ.	Salvation	 is	a	gift	of	God	and	appropriated	by	faith	alone	(verses	8-9).	 In	other	words,	 the	fact	of	a	person	
being	 saved	does	not	depend	on	what	merits	or	works	he	or	 she	has	done,	but	by	God	 freely	giving	 salvation	on	
account	of	the	grace	Christ	gives	to	everyone.	Salvation	is	a	God-human	relationship.	God	provides	the	personal	and	
cognitive	content	of	faith,	as	well	as	the	will	to	believe,	as	a	gift.	Faith	is	not	a	work,	but	the	God-sought	response	of	
accepting	and	receiving	what	God	provides.	What	is	meant	by	faith	alone	is	simply	believing	that	Christ’s	redemption	
is	more	than	enough	for	our	salvation,	without	the	need	to	add	our	own	works	righteousness.		
	
This	 new	 relationship	with	God	 produces	 a	 new	 creation	 in	 us,	 that	 is,	 new	 life	 in	 Christ.	 As	 a	 result	 of	 our	 new	
relationship	with	 Jesus,	we	are	able	and	called	to	produce	good	works	 that	are	 in	accordance	with	God’s	will	and	
plan.	 Although	 good	works	 are	 never	 the	 basis	 or	 cause	 of	 our	 salvation,	 they	 are	 the	 fruit	 or	 result	 of	 our	 new	
covenant	relationship	with	the	risen	Lord.	
	

• In	this	letter,	who	is	Paul	addressing?	
• What	does	Paul	mean	by	“dead”?	
• What	has	God	done	for	us	in	Christ?		
• How	have	we	become	partakers	of	His	resurrection?	
• If	God’s	salvation	is	by	grace,	what	is	the	human	response	to	it	called?		

	
Tuesday:	Titus	3:4-7	
God	saves	His	people	by	grace	alone.	God	initiates	a	saving	relationship	with	us,	God	nurtures	that	relationship,	and	
God	 completes	 that	 relationship.	 	 Our	 salvation	 is	 100%	 God,	 0%	 us.	 Through	 the	 reading	 and	 especially	 the	
preaching	of	His	Word,	God	by	His	Holy	Spirit	makes	us	born	again.		
	
Today’s	passage	explains	that	as	the	Lord	applies	the	salvation	purchased	by	Christ	to	His	people,	our	justification—
being	 declared	 righteous	 and	 forgiven	of	 sin—is	 also	 a	work	 of	 grace.	 It	 is	 impossible	 to	 overstate	 this	 point,	 for	
justification	by	grace	alone	through	faith	alone,	apart	from	our	works,	 is	central	to	the	gospel.	This	 is	the	doctrine	
that	Martin	Luther	and	the	other	Protestant	Reformers	proclaimed	against	the	medieval	system	of	salvation,	which	
said	grace	is	necessary	for	justification	but	that	our	final	justification	also	requires	our	good	works.	
	
When	we	 study	 texts	 such	 as	 Titus	 3:4–7,	 it	 is	 easy	 to	 understand	 why	 the	 Reformers	 were	 so	 insistent	 on	 the	
gracious	 character	 of	 justification.	 As	 verse	 5	 tells	 us,	 God	 saved	 us	 “not	 because	 of	 works	 done	 by	 us	 in	
righteousness.”	 If	 justification	 is	by	grace,	 it	 cannot	 involve	any	of	our	own	works	or	deeds,	no	matter	how	good	
they	are.	To	look	to	the	works	done	by	us	in	righteousness	as	the	root	of	justification	and	not	the	fruit	of	justification	
is	 to	 throw	 grace	 out	 of	 the	 equation.	Our	 righteousness	 before	God	 is	wholly	 a	 gift.	 The	 righteousness	 of	 Jesus	



Christ	is	completely	perfect---complete,	so	not	even	our	best	works	can	be	added	to	it.	To	try	to	add	any	works	to	
the	righteousness	of	Christ	is,	in	fact,	to	take	away	from	the	righteousness	of	Christ.	It	is	to	say	that	what	Jesus	Christ	
has	done	is	not	enough---we	have	to	add	to	it.	
	

• Define	“works	righteousness”	---Google	it	if	you	are	not	100%	certain.	
• Why	do	so	many	people	believe	salvation	must	be	earned?	
• Why	did	Luther	believe	putting	his	 life	in	danger	was	worth	it	to	teach	people	about	the	dangers	of	works	

righteousness?	
	

Wednesday:	1	Peter	1:3-12	
We	are	chosen	by	God	and	given	new	birth!	That	means	we	can	live	in	hope!	As	Christians,	we	have	God's	mercy,	
power,	and	assurance	 so	we	can	 trust	God	and	 live	 in	a	 constant	 state	of	 thanksgiving	and	praise.	God	makes	us	
holy,	and	grants	us	life	in	great	abundance,	not	just	after	we	die,	but	right	here,	and	right	now.		

This	 passage	 is	 about	 our	 God's	 mercy,	 love,	 and	 grace,	 given	 to	 us,	 without	 merit.	 God	 loves	 and	 cares	 for	 us	
beyond	any	depth	or	limit,	beyond	any	human	comprehension.	This	inheritance	is	given	to	us	so	we	can	share	it	with	
others.	We	know	Christ	because	He	has	made	Himself	known	to	us	so	we	can	make	Him	known	to	others.	

All	this	is	a	result	of	Jesus	Christ’s	sacrifice.	He	became	incarnate,	lived	with	us,	as	one	of	us,	died	for	us,	and	rose	
again	for	us.		All	we	are	to	do	is	trust	and	obey	Him,	and	as	we	continue	in	this	faith	journey,	He	gives	us	the	power	
to	 overcome	 anything	 the	 world	 throws	 at	 us.	 Even	 if	 we	 do	 not	 see	 Jesus,	 He	 sees	 us,	 loves	 us,	 and	 helps	 us	
persevere.	This	may	seem	unfathomable	when	we	are	under	stress	or	in	the	midst	of	great	pain,	however,	we	can	
do	this	because,	through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Jesus	is	not	only	with	us,	but	quite	literally	“in”	us.	As	we	grow	
in	our	faith,	we	become	even	more	one	with	God	and	He	will	see	us	through	all	the	trials	of	life.	

God	does	not	test	us	to	bring	us	harm	nor	does	He	seek	to	cause	us	to	fail.	Rather,	He	wants	to	see	if	our	faith	and	
commitment	are	real	and	brings	us	into	situations	where	we	can	learn	and	grow	in	faith	and	so	receive	our	reward.	
We	 can	 take	 comfort	 in	 trials,	 as	God	 is	 still	 sovereign	 over	 them.	His	 purpose	 is	 to	 refine	 us,	 form	us,	mold	 us,	
improve	us,	restore	us,	grow	us,	and	strengthen	us.	Testing	can	also	be	used	to	bring	us	to	contemplate	our	attitude,	
mindset,	and	deeds	so	we	can	seek	repentance	and	so	we	will	"wake	up,"	see	our	error	and	seek	Him.	He	does	this	
much	as	a	loving	parent	disciplines	a	child.		

• Have	you	ever	 inherited	anything?	How	did	you	 feel	about	 it?	What	kind	of	 inheritance	would	you	 like	 to	
leave	your	family	one	day?	

• What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	you	are	personally	chosen,	given	new	birth,	are	able	to	live	in	hope,	and	are	
given	abundant	mercy	and	assurance	by	God?	

• What	can	you	do	to	praise	God	more	for	His	grace	and	salvation?	
• Even	if	you	do	not	see	Jesus,	how	can	you	have	the	confidence	that	He	sees	you,	loves	you,	and	helps	you	

persevere?	

Thursday:	Romans	4:1-25	
The	 Jewish	 Christians	 were	 teaching	 the	 Gentile	 converts	 they	 had	 to	 be	 circumcised	 and	 follow	 the	 law.	 Paul	
refuted	this	teaching	by	showing	in	the	Torah	the	promise	of	God	to	Abraham	was	by	faith	and	not	of	works.	This	is	
also	 the	 same	heresy	 James	 addressed.	 Justification	 is	 by	 faith	 alone,	 by	 grace	 alone.	 This	 is	 illustrated	 and	even	
proved	logically	by	using	the	example	of	Abraham.	Abraham	was	justified	before	circumcision	(which	was	"the	seal	
of	the	righteousness	of	faith"),	so	he	can	be	the	'father'	of	all	believers,	both	Jew	and	Christian.	Thus	circumcision	is	
the	'response',	not	the	action	that	creates	and	demonstrates	faith.	The	'promise'	was	not	given	to	Abraham	through	
the	 law	either,	 because	 the	 Levitical	 law	was	 not	 established	until	Moses,	 centuries	 later.	 Abraham	was	 an	 early	
example	of	faith	by	grace,	that	of	God	directly	interceding	and	saving	a	person,	not	because	of	their	worth,	because	
we	have	none,	but	for	His	purpose	and	love.	
	



Paul	teaches	us	that	Abraham	was	saved	because	Abraham	believed	God!	By	seeing	Abraham's	example,	that	even	
in	sin	and	failures	he	still	looked	to	God	and	remained	faithful,	and	became	the	Father	of	the	Faithful.	The	question	
is,	do	you	remain	faithful	even	in	hard	times?	Because	God	is	trustworthy	with	us	we	can	always	trust	and	abide	in	
God.	
	

• How	do	we	obtain	righteousness?	
• How	would	you	explain	justification	to	a	non-believing	friend?	
• Faith,	not	works,	provides	righteousness,	so	what	is	the	role	of	good	works	in	our	walk	with	Christ?	

	
Friday:	Acts	3:11-16	
In	this	passage,	we	see	three	dominant	themes	of	the	apostles’	message.	

1) The	apostles	always	stressed	that	the	crucifixion	was	the	most	obscene	sin,	the	most	heinous	evil	that	has	
ever	 taken	place.	 	 The	early	 church	was	horrified	 at	 the	 cross,	 and	every	 sermon	 tried	 to	make	 clear	 the	
obscene	evil	that	sin	brought	about.	

2) The	apostles	always	preached	Easter.		It	is	not	an	overstatement	to	say	that	the	only	hope	for	humankind	is	
the	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ.		The	resurrection	proved	that	He	was	exactly	who	He	said	He	was	and	could	
do	exactly	what	He	said	He	would.		The	resurrection	proved	without	a	doubt	that	Jesus	was	the	Lord	of	Life;	
and	no	power	on	earth,	in	heaven	or	hell	could	overcome	Him.	

3) The	apostles	always	stressed	the	sheer	POWER	of	the	Risen	Lord.		They	were	always	quick	to	point	out	that	
any	good	thing	that	they	were	able	to	do,	was	not	really	them	at	all,	but	God	working	through	them.		They	
were	clear	that	they	were	merely	tools	that	God	used	to	accomplish	His	will.		They	had	the	same	weaknesses	
and	limitations	as	anyone	else	when	they	were	on	their	own---but	they	were	NOT	on	their	own---and	there	
were	no	weaknesses	or	limitations	to	Jesus	Christ.		And	this	is	truly	the	secret	of	the	Christian	life.		So	long	as	
we	try	only	what	we	think	WE	can	do,	then	we	will	never	do	very	much	at	all.		As	long	as	we	attempt	to	do	
things	by	our	power	or	reason	or	whatever,	we	will	meet	with	frustration	and	failure.	 	BUT---when	we	do	
what	Christ	wills,	and	turn	control	over	to	Him,	then	we	cannot	fail!	

• What	is	an	apostolic	faith?		Do	you	have	it?	
• Do	you	believe	the	Holy	Spirit	can	work	in	and	through	you	just	as	powerfully	as	He	did	the	apostles?	
• What	gets	in	the	Holy	Spirit’s	way	in	our	lives?	
• What	tangible,	concrete	steps	can	you	take	to	nurture	an	apostolic	faith?	

Saturday:	Colossians	1:19-23	
By	sheer	grace	and	 love,	God	chose	 to	enter	our	world	and	dwell	with	us	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	And,	 through	 the	blood	
shed	on	the	cross,	Jesus	made	reconciliation	and	wholeness	possible	for	everything	in	heaven	and	earth.	So,	in	Jesus	
Christ,	anyone	who	is	separated	from	God	now	has	the	opportunity	to	know	God.	All	of	humanity	was	separated	by	
sin	from	God	the	Father,	but	now	through	Christ's	sacrifice,	this	torn	relationship	is	mended	and	we	have	newness	of	
life	in	God.	Our	evil	thoughts	and	actions	separated	us	but	now	we	are	reconciled.	Christ's	death	on	the	cross	was	
the	incredible	act	that	made	all	this	possible.	Our	salvation,	our	place	in	eternity,	and	our	wholeness	here	and	now	
are	all	a	 result	of	what	 Jesus	Christ	did	 for	us.	Because	God	became	human	 in	 Jesus	Christ,	humanity	can	now	be	
brought	into	the	very	presence	of	God;	we	who	had	no	right	or	ability	to	come	before	God	can	now	approach	God!	
We	are	even	holy	and	blameless	because	of	Christ,	so	God	now	sees	us	clean	and	pure	and	without	fault.	But,	for	
this	to	happen,	we	have	to	accept	what	Jesus	has	done	for	us;	we	have	to	believe	Who	Christ	is	and	stand	firmly	in	
Him	and	never	drift	away	from	His	Good	News.		
	

The	church	 in	Colossae	was	 in	a	prime	earthquake	zone,	and	whenever	the	earth	shook,	buildings	 fell	and	people	
died.	But,	 instead	of	making	stronger	buildings,	 they	worshipped	and	sought	to	placate	the	gods,	which	of	course	
accomplished	nothing	and	resulted	 in	 the	destruction	of	 the	city	a	 few	decades	after	 this	 letter	was	written.	Paul	
points	out,	using	a	hymn,	that	if	we	are	not	steadfast	in	our	devotion	to	Christ,	but	rather	are	seeking	to	dilute	the	



teaching	 of	 God	 with	 the	 teachings	 of	 our	 culture,	 we	 are	 in	 essence	 making	 tottering	 buildings	 of	 our	 lives---
buildings	that	will	eventually	collapse.	All	 this	 is	 to	say	that	 Jesus	Christ	 is	 the	one	true	God,	and	must,	 therefore,	
reign	 supreme.	 This	 also	means	 that	 Jesus	 is	 the	Head	of	 the	Church!	We	 tend	 to	 run	our	 church	as	 if	we	are	 in	
control,	making	our	decisions	based	on	gathering	needs	then	developing	programs	to	fill	those	needs.	Yet,	as	good	
as	this	may	sound,	the	main	thing	in	church	leadership	is	usually	left	out.	Where	is	Christ?	What	is	His	will?	What	is	
His	 vision	 for	 us?	 Even	 though	 Christ	 is	 the	 Head,	 we	 sometimes	 leave	 Him	 outside	 of	 our	 preparations	 and	
purposes.	What	this	means	is	that	we	must	drop	our	agendas	and	align	with	Christ,	and	His	Lordship.	When	we	think	
of	 the	 church,	 we	 tend	 to	 think	 of	 it	 as	 buildings	 and	 programs;	 but	 the	 real,	 true	 Church	 is	 the	 people	 all	
interconnected	to	one	another	while	being	intercepted	in	and	with	Christ	as	LORD.	When	we	get	this,	we	will	start	to	
see	how	important	our	commitment	to	honor	Christ	really	 is.	Once	we	were	outsiders,	enemies	to	God.	Now	with	
Christ,	 we	 have	 salvation,	 assurance,	 and	 an	 eternity	 of	 hope.	 All	 Christians	 need	 the	 desire	 to	 see	 a	 church	
committed	to	His	purpose	and	poured	out	to	His	ways.	When	we	proclaim	Christ	as	Lord,	then	we	will	see	revival	
through	real	prayer	and	devotion	to	His	Lordship.	We	must	allow	His	work	in	us,	live	in	His	presence,	be	a	doer	of	the	
Word,	stand	firm	in	our	faith	and	teachings,	and	never	drift	away	from	His	"true	Truth"	and	precepts	or	His	love.	

• What	does	"fullness"	mean	and	how	does	it	apply	to	you?	How	do	you	feel	that	you	were	once	His	enemy	
but	now	Christ	can	call	you	His	friend?	How	do	you	have	newness	of	life	in	God?	

• How	do	you	feel	that	anyone	who	is	far	away	from	God	now	has	the	opportunity	to	know	God?	
• What	do	we	have	to	do	for	this	work	of	grace	to	happen?	If	grace	is	free	to	we	who	do	not	deserve	it,	why	

do	we	have	to	do	something	to	receive	His	work?	
• What	took	place	in	your	life	for	you	to	believe	Who	and	what	Christ	did	for	you?	Why	do	most	Christians	not	

like	the	fact	that	we	have	a	"condition"	attached	to	His	grace?	
• How	is	Christ	your	all	in	all	and	above	it	all,	above	your	fears,	hurts,	expectations,	and	circumstances?	How	

can	He	be	more	so?	
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