
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(October	9-14,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Acts	17:22-34	
St.	Paul	begins	his	sermon	about	the	unknown	God	by	proclaiming	that	God	made	the	world	and	therefore	is	the	
Lord	 of	His	 creation.	 Acknowledging	 that	God	 is	 the	 Creator	 and	Owner	 of	 all	 things	 is	 the	 beginning	 of	 a	 true	
stewardship	lifestyle.	Paul	is	explaining	to	the	Athenians	that	God	is	the	Maker	of	all	things	and	not	the	one	who	
was	made.	God	was	not	created	by	humankind;	He	is	the	One	who	makes	humanity	and	everything	else	that	exists	
in	all	the	universe.	God	is	the	Inventor,	Creator,	Originator,	and	Owner	of	all	things.	
	
We	humans	have	not	moved	very	far	from	ancient	idolatry.	In	the	ancient	world,	humans	took	a	piece	of	gold	or	
silver	 or	 wood	 and	 carved	 or	 formed	 an	 idol,	 and	 then	 worshipped	 that	 which	 they	 created.	 Today	 we	 don’t	
identify	 the	 things	 we	 worship	 as	 idols---but	 unless	 that	 thing	 we	 worship	 is	 God;	 then	 an	 idol	 it	 is.	 A	 god	 is	
anything	that	 is	most	 important	 in	your	 life,	that	to	which	you	give	your	time	and	effort	and	energy,	that	which	
occupies	the	primary	place	of	importance	to	you,	the	thing	you	live	for.	Money	is	a	god	for	some.	Fame	is	a	god	to	
others.	Your	career	can	be	your	god.	Your	children	can	be	your	gods.	You	yourself	can	be	your	own	god;	you	can	
worship	yourself.	These	are	the	false	gods	that	people	everywhere	worship.	And	here’s	the	thing	about	false	gods-
---they	make	continual	demands	upon	us.	They	do	nothing	for	us,	but	we	must	work	for	them.	
	
Paul	goes	on	to	say	that	God	is	the	giver	of	all	good	things,	and	does	not	have	any	needs	Himself.	“He	is	the	God	
who	made	the	world	and	everything	 in	 it.	Since	He	 is	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	He	doesn’t	 live	 in	man-made	
temples,	and	 human	 hands	 can’t	 serve	 His	 needs—for	 He	 has	 no	 needs.	 He	 Himself	 gives	 life	 and	 breath	 to	
everything,	 and	He	 satisfies	 every	need.”	 (Acts	 17:24–25)	God	 is	 not	 looking	 for	 anything	 from	humankind,	 as	
idolatry	and	paganism	taught.	In	pagan	religions,	humans	had	to	bring	gifts	to	the	gods,	they	had	to	do	things	for	
their	gods,	to	satisfy	them	or	buy	their	favor.	And	again,	the	same	thing	is	true	today---if	your	god	is	money---you	
have	to	serve	that	god	with	your	whole	life---that	is	a	demanding	god.		If	your	god	is	your	career	the	same	thing	is	
true.	Paul	cancels	all	this	out.	He	says	the	real	God	is	one	who	gives,	who	pours	out.	He	does	not	need	anything	
from	you.	

• What	is	a	steward?		So	then,	what	is	stewardship?	
• Is	a	steward	free	to	do	whatever	he	wants	with	the	owner’s	property?	
• If	you	do	not	have	a	proper	understanding	of	who	God	is,	can	you	be	an	effective	steward?	Why	or	why	

not?	
• In	what	ways	is	God	fundamentally	greater	than	any	idol?	
• What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	your	life?	

Tuesday:	2	Samuel	5:12	;	2	Samuel	6:18-19			
As	today’s	reading	makes	clear,	the	blessings	King	David	enjoys	are	gifts	from	God,	meant	to	be	shared	with	other	
people.		God	did	not	give	these	things	to	David	in	order	to	make	David	comfortable	or	wealthy;	God	shared	them	
with	David	so	that	David,	in	turn,	could	share	them	with	others.		In	other	words,	we	are	blessed	to	be	a	blessing.	2	
Samuel	6	continues	the	theme	of	the	people	being	blessed	by	what	God	has	done	for	and	through	David.	David’s	
worship	and	sacrifice	are	not	merely	vertical	(between	himself	and	God)	but	also	horizontal	(between	himself	and	
other	people).	He	shares	his	blessings	with	God’s	people,	giving	to	others	in	celebration	of	God’s	goodness	to	him.	
We	see	this	horizontal	sacrifice	most	fully,	of	course,	in	David’s	greater	son,	Jesus,	who	was	blessed	by	God	so	He	
might	be	generous	to	others—even	unto	death.	Based	on	His	example,	we	too	are	to	give	generously,	liberally	and	
ungrudgingly.	
	
Love	that	is	genuine	is	never	content	with	praise	alone.	It	seeks	out	a	gift	to	bestow	on	the	object	of	its	love.	Every	
engagement	ring	is	an	evidence	of	this	fact.	Our	love	for	God	falls	short	if	its	only	gift	is	in	words	of	praise;	giving	
and	worship	are	bound	together	by	our	love	for	God.	The	sum	of	all	heresies	is	to	say,	‘This	 is	mine’	because,	 in	
reality,	only	God	can	say	that.		As	followers	of	Christ,	we	must	learn	to	say,	‘This	was	shared	with	me	by	God,	so	



that	I	can	share	it	with	others,	and	in	the	process	bring	glory	and	honor	to	God.’		In	the	final	analysis,	the	blessings	
God	showers	on	His	church	and	people	are	for	the	good	of	all	humanity.	
	

• What	blessings	from	God	are	yours	to	do	with	what	you	want?	
• In	what	ways	do	you	praise	God	for	His	blessings?	
• How	do	the	gifts	you	bring	to	God	bless	others?	

	
Wednesday:	Psalm	141	
The	 word	 psalms	 means	 “praises,”	 and	 so	 it	 seems	 fitting	 that	 the	 Psalter	 culminates	 with	 the	 words	 “Let	
everything	 that	 has	 breath	 praise	 the	 LORD.”	 (Psalm	 150:6)	 The	 call	 is	 for	 comprehensive—even	 cosmic,	
eternal—worship;	everything	God	has	created	was	created	to	praise	the	living	God.	One	of	the	essential	ways	that	
we	worship	God	 is	by	 faithfully	obeying	His	 command	 to	be	good	 stewards	of	all	 that	He	has	 created.	God	has	
entrusted	the	care—the	stewardship—of	His	creation	to	people,	people	like	you	and	me.	God	has	assigned	each	of	
us	to	be	stewards	over	some	part	of	His	creation.	What	an	awesome	thought!	God	trusts	us	so	much	that	He	has	
given	 His	 best	 into	 our	 care.	 It	 is	 frightening	 at	 first,	 but	 we	 need	 to	 remember	 that	 God	 always	 gives	 grace,	
strength,	and	wisdom	to	accomplish	the	tasks	He	assigns.	God	never	asks	us	to	do	anything	that	He	will	not	help	us	
to	do	successfully.		
	
Stewardship,	 in	 its	 broadest	 and	 most	 biblical	 perspective,	 is	 seeing	 the	 issues	 and	 potentials	 of	 life	 and	 its	
resources	 as	 gifts	 from	our	Creator	God.	As	 such,	 they	are	 to	be	used	 to	enrich	 life	 and	 to	 glorify	Him.	A	good	
steward	 sees	 responsibility	 and	 accountability	 as	 natural	 responses	 where	 love	 and	 obedience	 are	 factors	 of	
relationship,	 rather	 than	 restraints.	 Because	 the	 steward	 loves	God,	 treasures	 that	 relationship,	 and	 values	 the	
resources	entrusted	to	him,	the	result	brings	honor	both	to	the	treasure	and	to	him.	
	
Proper	 stewardship	begins	with	a	deep	sense	of	 the	authority	of	God.	He	 is	Creator.	He	 is	 sovereign.	And	He	 is	
Judge.	All	of	this	must	be	taken	into	account	when	we	write	our	agenda	concerning	our	trust.	Not	only	is	God	the	
Giver	of	every	gift,	but	also	He	maintains	sovereign	authority	over	each	gift.	Think	about	this---the	steward	does	
not	give	back	to	the	owner	a	‘portion’	of	what	the	steward	owns,	for	the	owner	has	never	relinquished	ownership.		
So	 it	 is	with	God	and	us.	 	We	do	not	give	a	portion	of	 “our”	belongings	 to	God---because	everything	 is	 already	
God’s---rather	 as	 stewards,	 we	 care	 for	 God’s	 belongings	 in	 a	 way	 that	 brings	 glory	 and	 honor	 to	 God.	 So	
stewardship	is	a	follow-through	of	our	 love	for	God.	 It	 is	putting	into	life	our	commitment	to	Christ.	 It	 is	putting	
into	a	lifestyle	what	we	believe	in	our	hearts	and	verbalize	with	our	lips.	Someone	wisely	stated:	“Stewardship	is	
everything	we	do	after	we	say,	I	believe.”	
	

• How	can	everything	praise	God?	
• In	what	ways	does	stewardship	relate	to	praise?	
• What	keeps	you	from	experiencing	the	joy	of	the	Lord?	How	can	you	let	go	of	it?	
• Are	you	caring	for	God’s	belongings	in	a	manner	that	honors	Him;	or	have	you	come	to	believe	that	you	

actually	own	God’s	belongings?	
	
Thursday:	Psalm	108:7-9	
Christian	financial	stewardship	leaders	Larry	Burkett	and	Ron	Blue	relate	an	anonymous	tale.	Although	it	is	written	
tongue	in	cheek;	it	packs	a	powerful	message	that	probably	will	make	us	squirm.		
	
“Mr.	and	Mrs.	Thing	are	a	very	pleasant	and	successful	couple.	
At	least,	that’s	the	verdict	of	most	people	who	tend	to	measure	success	with	a	“thingometer.”	
When	the	“thingometer”	is	put	to	work	in	the	life	of	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Thing,	the	result	is	startling.	
There	is	Mr.	Thing	sitting	down	on	a	luxurious	and	very	expensive	thing,	almost	hidden	by	a	large	number	of	other	
things.	
Things	to	sit	on,	things	to	sit	at,	things	to	cook	on,	things	to	eat	from,	all	shiny	and	new.	
Things,	things,	things.	



Things	to	clean	with	and	things	to	wash	with	and	things	to	clean	and	things	to	wash.	
And	things	to	amuse	and	things	to	give	pleasure	and	things	to	watch	and	things	to	play.	
Things	for	the	long,	hot	summer	and	things	for	the	short,	cold	winter.	
Things	 for	 the	big	 thing	 in	which	 they	 live	and	 things	 for	 the	garden	and	 things	 for	 the	deck	and	 things	 for	 the	
kitchen	and	things	for	the	bedroom.	
	
And	things	on	four	wheels	and	things	on	two	wheels	and	things	to	put	on	top	of	the	four	wheels	and	things	to	pull	
behind	the	four	wheels	and	things	to	add	to	the	interior	of	the	thing	on	four	wheels.	
Things,	things,	things.	
	
And	there	in	the	middle	are	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Thing,	smiling	and	pleased	as	punch	with	things,	thinking	of	more	things	
to	add	to	things.	
Secure	in	their	castle	of	things	…	
Well,	I	just	want	you	to	know	that	your	things	can’t	last.	
They’re	going	to	pass.	There’s	going	to	be	an	end	to	them	…	
And	someday,	when	you	die,	they	only	put	one	thing	in	the	box.	
You.		
	

• What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	God	owns	even	the	nations?	
• In	what	ways	do	you	resonate	with	the	story	told	by	Burkett	and	Blue?	
• It’s	likely	the	story	reminds	you	of	a	truth	that	you	already	know.	So	why	is	it	so	difficult	to	prioritize	life	

properly?	
	
Friday:	Matthew	7:	7-12	
Most	of	the	world’s	religions	have	a	negative	form	of	this	teaching.		
	

• The	great	Jewish	rabbi	Hillel	taught:	‘What	is	hateful	to	yourself,	do	to	no	other;	that	is	the	whole	Law,	
and	the	rest	is	commentary.	Go	and	learn’”		

• Confucius	taught:	“What	you	do	not	want	done	to	yourself,	do	not	do	to	others.	”	
• The	Stoics	said:	“What	you	do	not	wish	to	be	done	to	you,	do	not	do	to	anyone	else.	”		

If	 you	 think	 about	 it;	 it	 is	 rather	 easy	 to	 faithfully	 follow	 the	negative	 form	of	 this	 teaching,	 it	 involves	nothing	
more	than	not	doing	certain	things;	it	means	refraining	from	certain	actions.	A	person	could	refrain	from	doing	any	
injury	 to	 anyone	 else,	 and	 yet	 be	 a	 total,	 selfish	 jerk.	 We	 can	 totally	 fulfill	 this	 rule	 by	 doing	 nothing	 at	 all.		
Someone	is	starving	and	we	don’t	help---we	have	fulfilled	this	rule.		If	someone	is	being	attacked	and	we	do	not	
step	in---as	long	as	we	are	not	the	ones	doing	the	attacking,	we	have	fulfilled	this	rule.	

BUT---when	this	rule	is	put	positively,	when	we	are	told	that	we	must	actively	DO	to	others	what	we	would	have	
them	do	to	us,	we	can	no	longer	get	by	with	doing	nothing.	It	is	one	thing	to	say,	“I	must	not	do	to	others	what	I	
would	object	to	their	doing	to	me.	”	It	is	completely	different	to	say,	“If	I	was	hurting	or	starving	or	sick,	or	in	need	
of	something,	I	would	want	someone	to	help	me.		So	that	means	I	must	choose	to	reach	out	and	help	others	who	
are	hurting	or	starving,	or	sick,	or	in	need	of	something.	Just	as	I	would	want	someone	to	come	to	my	help	when	I	
am	in	need,	so	I	must	come	to	the	help	of	others,	if	they	are	in	need.”			

It	 is	perfectly	possible	 for	a	person	 to	observe	 the	negative	 form	of	 the	golden	rule.	He	could	without	difficulty	
refrain	 from	doing	 ill	 to	others.	But	only	by	 living	generous	and	 loving	 lives	can	we	possibly	 fulfill	 Jesus’	Golden	
Rule.		We	cannot	look	the	other	way	and	not	sacrificially	give	to	those	in	need	and	follow	this	rule.		

• Is	it	possible	to	follow	the	Golden	Rule	and	not	give	to	God?	
• Is	it	possible	to	follow	the	Golden	Rule	and	not	give	to	others?	
• Is	it	possible	to	follow	the	Golden	Rule	and	not	be	generous?	



	
	
Saturday:	Mark	14:1-11	
After	winning	 his	 second	 gold	medal	 at	 the	 London	Olympics	 in	 2012,	 the	 Jamaican	 sprinter	 and	world	 record	
holder	Usain	Bolt	tweeted	“I	want	to	thank	God	for	everything	he	has	done	for	me	cause	without	Him	none	of	this	
wouldn't	be	possible."	While	his	grammar	gaff	might	make	us	smile---his	theology	is	spot	on---Bolt	expressed	true	
gratitude	 to	 God	 for	 the	 immense	 gift	 that	 has	 been	 given	 to	 him.	 There	 are	many	 times	 when	we,	 like	 Bolt,	
acknowledge	 and	 give	 thanks	 for	 that	 which	 we	 have	 received	 from	 God,	 and	 therein	 lies	 the	 beginning	 of	
“stewardship”.	A	biblical	 example	of	 “stewardship”	 is	 found	 in	Mark	14:1-11.	 It	 is	 the	 story	of	 the	woman	who	
poured	her	life	savings	over	Jesus	as	He	reclines	as	a	guest	in	Simon’s	house.	The	woman	(the	Gospel	of	John	tells	
us	 that	 the	woman	was	Mary,	 the	 sister	 of	Martha	 and	 Lazarus)	 gives	 Jesus	 everything	 she	 possesses.	 Her	 life	
savings	are	poured	over	Jesus.	The	disciples	cry	out---What	a	terrible	waste!		
	
In	truth,	a	few	drops	of	her	ointment	would	have	been	more	than	adequate	to	express	her	respect,	but	she	holds	
nothing	back---she	gives	it	all.	This	outpouring	(literally)	of	love	was	an	act	of	sacrificial	giving,	something	that	can	
be	 difficult	 for	 us	 to	 comprehend	 as	we	 often	 think	 in	 terms	 of	 economy	 of	 time,	money	 and	 resources.	 I	 am	
deeply	challenged	by	such	sacrifice	and	I	find	the	story	an	inspiration	for	the	way	in	which	I	do	stewardship	in	my	
life,	and	in	our	life	as	Living	Word.	Stewardship	is	a	way	of	life	that	calls	believers	in	Christ	to	receive	God’s	gifts	
with	gratitude,	cultivate	these	gifts	responsibly,	and	share	these	gifts	sacrificially.	
	

• What	is	the	significance	of	the	fact	that	Mary	broke	the	jar?	
• It	seems	a	bit	out	of	character	for	Jesus	to	tell	the	disciples	that	Mary	did	a	wonderful	thing,	and	there	will	

always	be	poor	people	among	us.		What	is	He	trying	to	teach	them	(us)?	
• Do	you	think	we	can	give	sacrificially	if	the	amount	of	the	gift	does	not	affect	our	lifestyle?	
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