
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(November	13-18,	2017)	
	
Monday:	Philippians	2:1-11	
In	the	early	part	of	the	second	chapter	of	Philippians,	St.	Paul	describes	the	kind	of	community	we	should	be.	Paul	
uses	 an	 introduction	 which	 is	 in	 the	 form	 of	 a	 conditional	 question.	 He	 says,	 if	 there	 be—encouragement	 from	
Christ,	comfort	from	love,	participation	in	the	Spirit,	affection	and	sympathy—if	this	is	who	you	are,	then	you	ought	
to	 live	a	certain	way.	The	conditional	“If”	 is	used	here	as	a	 rhetorical	question---Paul	 is	not	“doubting”	 that	 these	
things	are	experienced	by	the	Philippian	church.	Because	we	know	that	Paul	had	great	affection	for	 the	church	 in	
Philippi,	we	know	that	this	is	an	appeal	to	people	he	is	in	relationship	with	and	is	not	meant	to	cast	doubt	on	their	
standing	 with	 God.	 The	 construction	 of	 the	 first	 verse	 also	 displays	 the	 Trinitarian	 nature	 of	 the	 Christian	
community.	All	the	persons	of	the	Godhead	are	involved	in	our	lives,	and	our	love	in	community	reflects	His	care	for	
us.		
	
Throughout	 the	 Bible,	 God’s	Word	 calls	 us	 to	 live	 together	 in	 humble	 community.	 Jesus’	 Sermon	 on	 the	Mount	
(Matthew	5-7),	Paul’s	encouragement	to	the	church	in	Ephesus	(Ephesians	4-6),	and	Jesus’	example,	and	teaching	of	
true	 humble	 servanthood	 at	 the	 Last	 Supper	 (John	 13)	 come	 quickly	 to	 mind.	 We	 should	 dive	 deep	 into	 these	
passages	and	ask	God	for	the	grace	to	live	in	such	humility.	

Finally,	German	author	Dietrich	Bonhoeffer,	a	man	who	lived	under	Nazi	oppression	in	the	early	20th	century	wrote	
a	little	gem	of	a	book	about	living	in	Christian	community.	The	book	is	titled,	Life	Together,	and	I	highly	recommend	
it.	 In	 the	 latter	part	of	 the	book,	he	 lists	 several	 things	which	are	of	much	value	 to	us	 today	and	 reflect	well	 the	
Biblical	 ideal	of	community.	The	 following	summary	comes	 from	Frank	Thielman	who	recounts	 these	principles	as	
ways	of	eradicating	selfish	ambition	from	the	Christian	community.	I	have	added	some	scriptural	references	for	your	
study.	Christians	should:	

1.	Hold	their	tongues;	refusing	to	speak	uncharitably	about	a	Christian	brother	[James	3,	Ephesians	4:29]		

2.	 Cultivate	 the	 humility	 that	 comes	 from	understanding	 that	 they,	 like	 Paul,	 are	 the	 greatest	 of	 sinners	 and	 can				
only	live	in	God’s	sight	by	His	grace	[1	Timothy	1:15]		

3.		Listen	“long	and	patiently”	so	that	they	will	understand	their	fellow	Christian’s	need	[James	1:19,	20]		

4.	 	Refuse	 to	consider	 their	 time	and	calling	so	valuable	 that	 they	cannot	be	 interrupted	to	help	with	unexpected	
needs,	no	matter	how	small	or	menial.		

5.		Bear	the	burden	of	their	brothers	and	sisters	in	the	Lord,	both	by	preserving	their	freedom	and	by	forgiving	their	
sinful	abuse	of	that	freedom	[1	Corinthians	8,	Romans	14,	Galatians	6:1-10]		

6.		Declare	God’s	word	to	their	fellow	believers	when	they	need	to	hear	it	[Colossians	3:1-17,	1	Timothy	4:11-13]		
	
7.	 	Understand	 that	Christian	authority	 is	 characterized	by	 service	and	does	not	 call	 attention	 to	 the	person	who	
performs	the	service	[Mark	10:45;	Matthew	23:11,	12]		
	
Bonhoeffer	summarizes	well	the	functioning	of	Christian	Community:	
“Each	member	of	the	community	is	given	his	particular	place,	but	this	is	no	longer	the	place	in	which	he	can	most	
successfully	assert	himself,	but	the	place	where	he	can	best	perform	his	service.”	

Jesus	 teaches	us	 that	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of	 the	Body	of	 Christ	means	 to	desire	 the	best	 for	 the	other.	We	will	 fail	 one	
another	 on	 this	 path,	 but	with	 confession,	 repentance,	 and	 faith,	God	 can	 transform	us	 into	 a	 community	which	
reflects	His	humility,	grace	and	love	to	a	dying	world.	And	Jesus	is	our	model	and	means...to	Him	we	turn.	



• What	 does	 it	 mean	 “Though	 He	 was	 God,	 He	 did	 not	 think	 of	 equality	 with	 God	 as	 something	 to	 cling	
to.	 	Instead,	 He	 gave	 up	His	 divine	 privileges;	 He	 took	 the	 humble	 position	 of	 a	 slave	 and	was	 born	 as	 a	
human	being.”?	

• What	is	the	incarnation?	
• Why	is	this	such	a	powerful	example	of	humility?	
• How	do	we	emulate	this	kind	of	humility?	
• Name	some	very	concrete	ways	that	you	can	live	in	this	kind	of	humility.	

	
Tuesday	Micah	6:8	
1.	Seek	justice.	
2.	Love	mercy.	
3.	Walk	humbly	with	your	God.	
	
This	is	not	meant	to	be	a	smorgasbord	where	we	get	to	pick	a	little	justice,	pile	our	plate	full	of	mercy,	but	skip	over	
the	humbleness	because	 I	don’t	 like	 that.	 	 I	believe	 that	 the	order	of	 that	 list	—	justice,	mercy,	humility	—	 is	not	
arbitrary.	I	think	it’s	a	progression.	Step	one	leads	to	step	two,	which	leads	us	to	step	three.		I	can	watch	the	news,	
see	barbaric	acts	 carried	out	against	God’s	children,	and	 feel	 rage.	Feel	 fury.	And	 feel	a	 roaring	desire	 for	 justice.	
And,	as	much	as	I	hate	to	admit	this;	I	must	confess	that	I	can	find	myself	wanting	justice	if	somebody	offends	me	on	
social	media,	or	says	something	nasty	about	me	here	at	church,	or	cuts	me	off	in	traffic.	But	justice	is	good,	and	we	
are	supposed	to	seek	it!	That’s	the	first	step.	
	
BUT---before	we	go	off	on	a	holy	crusade---	 if	when	 I	 call	 for	 justice	 I	am	actually	voicing	 the	human	appetite	 for	
payback,	 for	an	eye	 for	an	eye	and	a	 tooth	 for	a	 tooth	against	a	wrongdoer,	 then	 I	had	better	watch	out.	Such	a	
standard	of	 justice	applied	to	me	would	demand	a	price	 I	don’t	want	to	pay.	 	The	 longer	 I	 follow	Jesus	Christ,	the	
more	I	realize	how	I	would	not	want	the	same	standard	of	justice	applied	to	me	that	I	want	to	be	applied	to	others.		
God’s	justice	isn’t	about	payback.	It	isn’t	an	eye	for	an	eye.	It’s	mysterious.	
	
So	then	I	have	to	ask	myself:	If	I’m	going	to	gratefully	rely	on	God’s	mercy	in	order	to	escape	the	justice	I	rightfully	
have	coming	to	me,	why	am	I	so	slow	to	hope	for	mercy	for	my	enemies?	Even	when	Jesus’	enemies	were	in	the	full	
violence	of	their	sin,	crucifying	Him,	He	did	not	cry	“JUSTICE!”	Instead,	He	opened	His	arms	to	their	violence	and,	as	
He	suffered	and	died,	asked	God	to	have	mercy	on	the	very	ones	killing	Him,	to	show	forgiveness	where	it	was	not	
wanted,	asked	for,	or	deserved.		That	seems	crazy.	It	is	crazy…	because	it	lets	the	terrorists	win.	Unless.	Unless	there	
is	 something	 bigger	 than	 violence,	 more	 powerful	 than	killing.	 Unless,	 having	 struck	 a	 blow,	 the	 terrorists	
only	think	they’ve	won.	
	
I	believe	that	God	has	been	merciful	to	me	in	spite	of	my	daily	sins	and	offenses.	And	because	of	that,	I’m	beginning	
to	realize	what	it	must	mean	to	seek	God’s	kind	of	justice.	It	must	mean	that	I	should	seek	to	offer	others	what	has	
been	shown	to	me.	That,	I	suspect,	is	the	justice	God	wants	me	to	seek.	Seeking	justice	leads	me	to	understand	that	
true	justice	is	about	loving	mercy.	That’s	PART	TWO.	
	
For	me	to	show	mercy	to	enemies,	even	if	they’re	unrepentant,	even	if	it	comes	at	the	cost	of	my	life…	that	seems	
crazy.	But	that’s	how	the	Gospel	flips	everything.	When	I	catch	sight	of	that…	it’s	kind	of	terrifying.	Jesus	really	did	
make	 all	 things	 new.	 Jesus’	 love	 and	mercy	 is	 the	 kind	 that	 never	 repays	 violence	with	 Violent	 Justice,	 but	 that	
embraces	 the	 violence	brought	 upon	 it	 in	 order	 to	 reveal	 that	 violence	 and	death	 are	weaker	 than	 the	 love	 that	
swallows	them	up.	That’s	why	Jesus’	disciples	did	not	become	an	armed	plot	to	carry	out	violence	against	those	who	
had	persecuted	Him,	to	wage	war	against	those	who	wanted	to	eliminate	the	church.	They	got	it.	They	understood	
that	 they	were	 under	 no	 threat	 at	 all…	 that	 nothing	could	separate	 them	 from	 their	Maker	 or	 His	 plan.	 Violence	
against	them	would	only	bring	them	into	deeper	union	with	Jesus,	who	had	suffered	it	all.		Every	act	of	murderous	
violence	brought	against	the	people	of	God	will	reveal,	in	time,	the	greater	measure	of	God’s	mercies.		Holding	onto	
that	perspective,	though,	as	the	enemies	of	the	Gospel	are	carrying	out	their	violence	against	believers?	That’s	hard	
work.	That	requires	a	vigorous	humility.	 	Maybe	that’s	part	of	why	we’re	asked	to	“work	out”	our	salvation	“with	
fear	and	trembling.”	And	now,	we	get	to	STEP	3.		



	
And	this	is	a	big	one	because	it	is	very	easy	to	teach	these	words,	it	is	very	easy	to	accept	these	words	as	true---but	it	
is	not	easy	at	all	to	live	out	these	words.		Walking	humbly	is	a	day	by	day,	well	actually	moment	by	moment	choice	
to	live	in	the	knowledge	that	Jesus	is	with	me---in	traffic	when	that	guy	cuts	me	off,	at	church	when	someone	says	
something	 nasty,	 on	 social	 media	 when	 somebody	 posts	 something	 so	 offensive.	 	 Walking	 humbly	 means	
acknowledging	that	Jesus	is	right	here	next	to	me,	not	only	seeing	everything	I	do,	and	hearing	everything	I	say,	but	
knowing	everything	I	think.	

	
• Why	do	 I	 say	 that	 I	 do	not	want	 the	 same	standard	of	 justice	applied	 to	me	 that	 I	want	 to	be	applied	 to	

others?	
• How	is	God’s	understanding	of	justice	radically	different	from	ours?	
• Why	did	Jesus	correct	Moses	and	say:	“You	have	heard	the	law	that	says	the	punishment	must	match	the	

injury:	‘An	eye	for	an	eye,	and	a	tooth	for	a	tooth.’		But	I	say,	do	not	resist	an	evil	person!	If	someone	slaps	
you	on	the	right	cheek,	offer	the	other	cheek	also.		If	you	are	sued	 in	court	and	your	shirt	 is	taken	from	
you,	give	your	coat,	too.		If	a	soldier	demands	that	you	carry	his	gear	for	a	mile,	carry	it	two	miles.		Give	to	
those	who	ask,	and	don’t	turn	away	from	those	who	want	to	borrow.”	(Matthew	5:38-42)	

Wednesday:	Matthew	11:20-30	
God	 is	 a	 God	who	 gives	 us	 grace,	 comfort,	 and	 rest,	 yet	 is	 also	 a	 God	 of	 judgment.	 All	 too	 often	we	 forget	 His	
holiness,	 righteousness,	and	 right	 to	 judge.	We	 forget	we	are	 responsible	 for	our	actions.	We	 just	go	on	with	our	
meager	 lives	 without	 any	 forethought	 of	 consequences	 or	 opportunities.	 Yes,	 our	 God	 is	 a	 God	 of	 Grace.	 How	
wonderful	 and	 comforting	 to	 be	 able	 to	 allow	 Him	 to	 be	 our	 haven	 of	 rest,	 our	 comfort.	 Yet	 we	 cannot	 allow	
ourselves	to	neglect	God’s	full	character;	for	when	we	do,	we	are	guilty	of	practicing	what	Dietrich	Bonhoeffer	called	
“cheap	grace”.	All	too	often,	we,	as	sinful	people,	place	ourselves	in	the	judgment	seat,	condemning	others	for	their	
actions.	Perhaps	we	are	correct	in	our	assumptions,	but,	in	truth,	we	cannot	see	the	hearts	of	others,	or	the	facts.	
We	must	be	able	 to	 leave	 the	 judgment	 to	Christ;	He	 is	perfect	and	all-knowing,	and	we	are	not.	We	need	 to	be	
willing	and	able	to	wait	and	rest	in	Jesus,	His	plan,	and	in	His	ways,	not	ours.	Even	in	times	when	we	suffer	stress	and	
confusion,	even	when	we	fail,	Jesus	is	there,	holding	us,	loving	us,	and	giving	us	His	rest	and	grace	beyond	what	we	
can	fathom.	When	we	surrender	our	will	and	plans	over	to	Jesus’	perfect	rest,	we	begin	to	 live	 in	the	Kingdom	of	
God.		

God	 is	 more	 concerned	 with	 our	 obedience	 than	 our	 knowledge.	 This	 is	 so	 essential	 for	 us	 to	 understand	 and	
apply!		What	we	think	we	know	pales	in	comparison	to	who	Christ	is	and	what	He	does	for	us.	When	we	feel	we	are	
wise,	we	are	like	a	four-year-old	thinking	he	knows	better	than	his	parents.	How	far	can	a	four-year-old	carry	himself	
in	 life?	How	far	can	we	carry	ourselves	 in	 life	without	Christ?	We	may	think	we	are	doing	well,	but	when	we	 look	
back,	with	eternity	as	our	guide,	our	ways	are	 revealed	as	very	pathetic	 indeed!	We	need	to	allow	God's	 truth	 to	
reign	in	us	and	hold	on	to	that	reign	with	trust	and	obedience.	When	we	do	this	without	worry,	and	with	trust,	we	
grow,	and	real	wisdom	will	flow	to	us,	and	through	us	to	those	around	us.	Just	be	aware	that	God	will	not	give	you	
wisdom	or	gifts	until	you	have	mastered	what	He	has	already	given	you		

• All	too	often,	Christians	only	see	God's	Grace.	How	does	knowing	that	God	is	a	God	of	judgment,	as	well	as	a	
God	of	holiness	and	righteousness,	affect	your	faith	and	obedience?			

• What	happens	to	a	Christian's	growth	and	faith	when	all	he	acknowledges	is	God's	grace	and	not	the	rest	of	
His	attributes?			

• When,	and	how	have	you	judged	others?	If	you	do	not	think	you	have,	what	about	when	you	passed	your	
will	and	agenda	onto	others?	What	was	the	effect?	What	should	you	have	done?			

• The	more	knowledge	you	have,	the	more	responsibility	you	have	to	use	and	practice	it.	What	does	this	mean	
to	you	and	your	church?	Consider	your	gifts	and	opportunities.	How	have	you	used	them?			

Thursday:	Ephesians	4:1-6	
Paul	is	a	man	in	prison	for	a	crime	he	did	not	commit.		The	Holy	Spirit	revealed	to	him	that	our	true	life	is	not	in	our	
circumstances	or	material	goods;	rather,	the	authentic	life	is	who	we	are	in	Christ.		Life	in	Christ	is	life	that	matters,	
life	with	a	purpose,	no	matter	what	we	have	been	through,	what	we	are	going	through,	or	what	is	ahead	of	us.	So,	



we	can	live	our	lives,	no	matter	what,	worthy,	in	a	determined	way	to	know	more	about	our	Lord.		We	must	grow	
more	in	our	Lord	and	be	as	He	has	called	us	to	be--being	humble	in	our	personality	and	dealings	with	others	so	we	
are	not	easily	angered.	 	Be	gentle	with	others,	especially	 to	 those	who	can	do	nothing	 for	us	 like	people	who	are	
infirmed,	elderly,	children,	and	animals.	By	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Christ	works	in	us,	and	this	will	transform	
our	personality	and	temperament,	so	our	Christianity	is	authentic;	this	transformation	will	help	us	so	that	we	are	not	
irritable	or	selfish.		We	can	be	caring	and	not	rude,	compassionate	and	not	jealous,	constructive	and	not	prideful.	By	
this,	we	show	our	 love	from	our	kindness	and	a	 lack	of	conceit	so	we	can	look	for	the	best	 in	our	situation	and	in	
others,	too.	 	This	will	help	us	be	true	and	real	 in	Christ;	to	have	a	sense	of	true	shalom,	and	be	able	to	endure	all	
things.			
	
There	 is	no	true	Christianity	without	the	practice	of	being	humble	and	kind.	 	If	we	are	not	humble	and	kind,	 if	we	
come	across	as	prideful,	selfish	or	conceited	then	we	display	our	brokenness	and	not	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		If	
our	brokenness	comes	in	contact	with	a	fellow	pseudo-Christian's	brokenness,	where	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	
amiss	or	backslidden	or	never	has	taken	place,	the	only	outcome	that	can	occur	is	strife	and	conflict.		Pride	does	not	
like	pride---so	the	more	you	despise	pride	in	others,	the	more	you	struggle	with	pride	yourself.			To	create	a	church	
of	unity,	 leaders	should	be	grateful	to	share	our	kindness	and	humility	 in	Christ	as	we	display	His	Glory.	 	So,	 let	us	
learn	and	grow,	so	we	can	be	better	at	knowing	Him	and	showing	Him	as	we	depend	on	Christ	and	His	Mighty	Work	
in	us--empowering	us!			In	this	way,	we	will	grow	and	be	a	church	unified	and	impacting.	
	

• How	can	it	be	that	having	the	Holy	Spirit	working	in	us	will	show	patience	and	humility?	What	does	it	mean	
for	a	Christian	to	be	humble?		

• How	can	you	better	live	your	life,	no	matter	what,	worthy,	in	a	determined	way?	What	would	happen	if	you	
did	this	more?		

• What	can	you	do	to	make	sure	your	Christianity	is	authentic,	so	you	are	not	irritable	or	selfish	or	rude	rather	
caring	and	kind,	humble	and	patient?	

• What	would	your	life	look	like	with	more	kindness?	How	would	this	impact	Living	Word?		
	
Friday:	James	4:1-6	
Our	human	nature	loves	to	be	in	competition	and	fight,	but	God	has	a	higher	call	for	us.	James	takes	us	directly	to	
the	root	cause	of	fights	and	quarrels,	wars	and	conflict;	they	all	come	from	one	source,	and	that	is	the	conflict	that	
resides	in	our	own	hearts!	Our	desires	are	at	war	with	the	precepts	of	our	Lord	and	the	call	He	gives	us.	This	is	the	
war	of	good	and	evil	of	humanity	versus	God,	of	our	sinful	nature	and	that	of	the	new	life	 in	Christ.	These	desires	
converge	and	conflict	with	the	desires	of	other	people	and	escalate	into	interpersonal	conflict	and	all-out	war.	
		
We	lust	after	what	we	do	not	have,	so	it	controls	us;	that	which	is	wrong	becomes	our	passion	and	quest.	Then	we	
become	 jealous	 of	 others,	 hoarding	what	we	 have	 and	 coveting	what	 they	 have.	We	 engage	 in	 fighting	 like	wild	
animals	and	tear	at	one	another	in	the	conquest	of	the	demented	goals	we	have.	In	all	of	this,	we	ignore	God	and	
forsake	His	call	and	wisdom.	When	we	do	ask	of	Him,	our	motives	are	skewed	and	our	passions	misdirected,	as	we	
seek	personal	pleasures	and	the	self,	not	Christ	and	His	mission	for	us.	
		
James	 tells	us	outright	 that	our	desires	which	are	contrary	 to	God's	desires	are	adultery;	we	are	cheating	on	Him	
with	the	mistress	of	our	notions	and	evil	plans.	We	become	enemies	of	the	very	God	who	created	us	and	loves	us	
and	is	holding	a	perfect	plan	for	us	which	we	forsake	for	futility.	God	wants	us	to	be	His	friends,	not	His	enemies,	but	
the	choice	is	ours	to	determine,	and	the	path	is	ours	to	undertake.		If	a	new	person	comes	to	visit	Living	Word,	what	
would	they	observe?	Would	they	see	us	as	an	example	of	how	to	love	and	care	for	one	another	or	a	group	of	people	
far	more	interested	in	what	pleases	them,	than	pleasing	God	and	one	another?	What	about	your	home,	your	family?	
Is	it	one	that	quarrels	or	one	that	loves?	What	glorifies	our	Lord	and	leads	to	a	better	life	for	us:	conflict	and	violence	
or	love	and	peace?	
	
Ask	 yourself	 this:	what	 brings	 about	 the	 quarrels	warring	 at	 you	 and	 your	 church	 or	 home?	Then	 commit	 a	way,	
God’s	way,	to	defuse	the	fight	and	replace	it	with	God’s	love	so	it	overflows	to	those	around	you!	Why	is	it	so	hard	
to	 get	 along	 with	 other	 people	 who	 are	 also	 in	 Christ,	 whom	 He	 loves,	 whom	 He	 has	 called	 and	 saved	 and	



empowered,	too?	The	answer	is	what	is	motivating	our	hearts	and	directing	our	passions!	The	choice,	His	way	or	our	
way,	will	determine	how	every	relationship	and	encounter	we	have	in	life	will	be	affected!	The	result	is	we	will	seek	
God's	wisdom	and	live	our	lives	in	love,	bringing	growth	and	reconciliation.	

		
It	 all	 comes	down	 to	 pride;	will	 it	 belong	 to	His	 pride	 or	will	we	dwell	 in	 our	 pride?	 Pride	 in	Him	 is	 amity,	 like	 a	
kinship	of	lions.	Pride	without	Him	is	making	the	lion	our	enemy;	pride	lifts	us	up	to	think	we	are	a	god	and	do	not	
need	the	one	true	God	as	our	Lord.	We	must	allow	His	grace	to	penetrate	our	envy	and	desires	so	we	are	poured	out	
to	Him	and	not	to	ourselves	or	the	world.	He	will	make	us	more	than	conquerors,	but	we	have	to	seek	Him	and	allow	
Him	to	do	so!	
	

• What	desires	and	passions	have	you	had	trouble	with	that	get	in	the	way	of	our	growth	in	Him?	
• How	does	neglecting	prayer	and	seeking	our	own	way	of	dealing	with	 life	and	conflict	get	us	ahead	in	 life	

and	with	God's	good	graces?	Then,	why	do	so	many	people	do	it?	
• How	do	bad	motivations	or	seeking	what	is	wrong	or	bad	for	us	and	others	cause	a	bad	reputation	to	the	

church?	
• What	causes	quarrels	in	you	and	your	church	or	home?	What	can	you	do	to	commit	to	a	way	to	stop	them	

before	they	escalate?	
• How	 can	 you	take	 a	 hard	 look	 at	 your	 life's	 motivations	 and	 see	 how	 you	may	 be	 honoring	 or	 perhaps	

dishonoring	God?	
	

Saturday:	James	4:7-10	
Do	 you	 struggle	with	which	direction	 in	 life	 to	 go?	 It	 is	 James'	 intent	 in	 this	 passage	 to	 show	us	 the	direction	by	
imperatively	 grabbing	 us	 with	 ten	 commands	 that	 are	 essential	 to	 honoring	 God	 and	 relating	 to	 people.	 These	
commands	 call	 us	 to	 direct,	 hands-on	 action	without	 delay.	We	 are	 to	 humble	 ourselves	 before	God	 and,	 at	 the	
same	time,	resist	the	devil,	as	we	cannot	serve	both.	When	we	draw	near	to	God,	the	devil	is	pushed	further	away.	If	
we	draw	near	to	the	devil,	then	God	is	pushed	further	away.	The	signpost	is	clear	where	we	are	to	go;	the	direction	
we	choose	is	up	to	us.	
		
God	wants	us	to	make	the	fervent	attempt	to	repent,	get	right	with	Him,	and	not	lead	a	double	life	in	trying	to	serve	
two	 contradictory	 paths	 in	 life.	When	we	 do,	we	 are	 being	 hypocritical,	 creating	 broken	 relationships,	 shattered	
lives,	and	unmet	opportunities.	This	leaves	us	in	despair	as	the	devil	and	our	ways	have	no	hope	or	purpose	other	
than	to	steal	what	God	has	to	give	to	us.	We	already	have	joy	and	completeness	in	Christ	when	our	hearts	and	minds	
are	centered	on	Him.	So,	the	bottom	line	of	this	passage	is	the	call	to	submit	and	surrender	to	God,	allowing	Him	to	
be	our	only	Lord	and	direction.	Then,	He	will	lift	us	up	beyond	our	greatest	desires	and	plans	to	a	much	greater	plan	
and	purpose	in	life!	
	
This	passage	is	a	roadmap	of	how	to	repent.	God	tells	us	both	what	to	do	and	what	not	to	do	which	will	 lead	to	a	
victorious	 life	 from	a	 life	 that	 is	 transformed	 in	Him.	The	call	 is	 simple,	 for	us	 to	submit,	 come	near,	wash,	purify,	
grieve,	mourn,	wail,	 change,	and	humble	ourselves.	Each	one	 leads	 to	a	closer	 relationship	with	God,	and	 to	a	 life	
that	 is	 bearing	 fruit,	 building	 character,	 and	 becoming	 more	 mature	 and	 effectual	 to	 others	 around	 us.	 This	 is	
exhibited	and	practiced	by	maximizing	our	time	with	God	through	the	disciplines	of	the	faith,	Sunday	worship,	Bible	
reading,	devotions,	prayer,	and	godly	 fellowship.	 It	comes	from	trusting	our	Lord	and	His	plan,	 thereby	taking	the	
focus	off	ourselves	and	the	ways	of	Satan	and	the	world.	We	are	to	be	vulnerable	in	confessing	our	sins	and	drawing	
to	Him	as	LORD.	When	we	are	humble,	God	is	glorified	and	He	lifts	us	up.	It	is	not	about	our	way;	it	is	all	about	God’s	
way!	When	we	chase	the	devil	and/or	our	pride,	we	will	sink	below	the	tossing	waves	in	a	sea	of	despair,	a	life	that	
boils	 over	with	 trouble	 (James	 1:6-8).	 The	 key	 to	 preventing	 that	 sinking	 is	 to	 allow	God's	work	 in	 us	 and	 these	
commands	 to	 take	 root,	 so	 our	 lives	 reflect	 righteousness.	When	we	 remove	 our	 sinful	 attitude	 of	 pride,	 God	 is	
glorified.	

		
When	we	accept	Christ	 in	our	 life,	He	needs	 to	be	 Lord	of	our	 life.	We	are	 to	 take	 responsibility	 for	 allowing	His	
conviction	to	touch	us	deeply;	then	we	can	let	go	of	our	ways	and	surrender	to	His	way	(Matthew	11:28;	Luke	11:9-
10).	We	must	stop	trying	 to	manipulate	God	to	give	us	our	desires	and	needs	and	concentrate	on	how	we	are	 to	



worship	Him	in	all	 that	we	do,	 in	total	 trust,	and	total	devotion.	So,	 let	us	stop	combating	with	God,	stop	fighting	
within	ourselves,	and	stop	the	hostility	with	one	another	and	concentrate	our	efforts	toward	God's	glorification	and	
worship.	This	means	we	are	to	recognize	sin	and	 its	destructive	nature.	 It	may	 look	good,	but	 it	will	 take	us	away	
from	God	and	others	and	leave	us	bankrupt	in	our	relationships,	and	filled	with	bitterness	and	despair.	

		
So,	what	can	I	do?	Do	not	justify	your	sin;	guard	against	it.	Do	not	accept	the	worldliness	of	the	world;	rather,	model	
maturity	and	character	because	you	are	being	empowered	by	the	Lord.	We	are	to	flee	the	world's	 influence	while	
being	the	influencers	of	it.	We	are	to	flee	the	devil	while	being	on	guard	of	his	tricks	and	trade.	You	may	be	thinking	
that	only	the	weak	and	cowardly	would	surrender	themselves-even	to	God.	But,	the	fact	is,	only	a	coward	will	refuse	
to	allow	ultimate	greatness	in	himself	that	is	only	achieved	by	yielding	totally	to	Christ.	
		

• What	does	it	mean	to	you	to,	Draw	near	to	God?	How	does	being	humble	before	God	help	us	resist	the	devil	
at	the	same	time?	

• Why	can't	we	serve	both	our	desires	and	God's	will?	Why	do	so	many	Christians	try	with	all	of	their	might?	
What	will	this	double-mindedness	give	them?	

• When	we	draw	near	 to	God,	 the	devil	 is	 pushed	 further	 away;	 if	we	draw	near	 to	 the	devil,	 then	God	 is	
pushed	 further	away.	How	has	 this	been	so	 in	your	 life?	What	has	been	the	pattern	 in	your	 life	and	your	
closeness	with	God?	

• The	signpost	is	clear	where	we	are	to	go;	the	direction	we	choose	is	up	to	us.	So	what	does	the	signpost	say	
to	you?	How	can	you	submit	 to	and	surrender	 to	God?	What	would	 this	mean?	What	would	 it	 look	 like?	
How	will	you	go	about	it?	

• What	do	you	need	to	do	to	allow	Christ	to	be	your	only	Lord	and	direction?	How	can	the	fact	that	He	will	lift	
us	up	beyond	our	desires	and	plans	to	a	much	greater	plan	and	purpose	in	life	give	you	the	confidence	and	
passion	to	do	it?	
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