
Living	Word	Weekly	Bible	Study	(November	27-	December	2,	2017)	

	
Monday:	2	Corinthians	5:20-21	
Sharing	 Christ	 is	 about	 being	 real	 and	 demonstrating	 our	 faith	 with	 conviction	 and	 sincerity.	 God's	 call	 from	
Scripture	 is	clear.	Evangelism	is	not	about	catchy	slogans,	tracts,	or	formulas,	and	it	 is	definitely	not	arguments	
and/or	confrontations.	Rather,	 it	 is	helping	others	see	Jesus	in	us	by	how	we	treat	them.		We	cannot	just	say	a	
few	sentences	and	move	on.	We	have	to	nurture	and	demonstrate	and	be	considerate	and	loving.	It	is	our	lives	
telling	His	story	that	the	Spirit	uses	to	win	people,	not	just	our	mouths.	Our	mouths	are	only	to	articulate	what	
others	see	 in	us.	We	have	to	have	Christ-centered	 lives	 in	order	to	witness	to	our	faith.	When	we	live	a	Christ-
centered	 life,	 we	 will	 have	 the	 faith,	 confidence,	 and	 boldness	 to	 share	 it	 with	 love,	 care,	 kindness,	 and	 joy	
because	we	will	have	something	of	real	worth	to	share;	and	that	is	what	God	has	done	for	us!	
	
•					Google	“Evangelism”.		What	does	the	word	mean?	
•					Have	you	ever	tried	to	witness	to	someone?		How	did	it	go?	
•					What	is	essential	for	a	powerful	witness?	
	
Tuesday:	John	1:40-42	
Notice	what	Andrew	does	and	how	he	goes	about	reaching	his	brother	and	his	friends.	Andrew	has	an	encounter	
with	 Jesus	 and	 his	 life	 is	 radically	 transformed.	 He	 becomes	 excited	 and	 seeks	 whom	 he	 can	 tell	 first.	 Jesus	
impacts	him	greatly	and	he	wants	to	share	that	impact	with	others.	God	then	uses	him	to	transform	the	lives	of	
others.	God	can,	and	will	use	you,	too!	As	a	Christian,	your	life	has	been	transformed;	now,	consider	to	whom	you	
can	tell	your	story.	The	key	precepts	are	to	be	transformed,	be	excited,	and	then	share	with	others	His	impact	on	
you!	
	
Step	1	-	Pray:	Remember,	God	WANTS	the	people	you	know	to	be	saved.		So	begin	by	picking	out	three	people	
you	know	 (people	 you	 interact	with	on	a	 regular	basis)	 and	begin	 to	pray	 for	 them	 to	be	open	 to	hearing	 the	
Gospel.	

Step	 2	 –	 Pray	 for	 you.	 Again,	 God	WANTS	 the	 people	 you	 know	 to	 be	 saved.	 	 He	 wants	 your	 witness	 to	 be	
powerful,	so	pray	that	God	would	reveal	to	you	the	right	time	and	the	right	place	to	witness.	

	Step	3	-	Pray	some	more:	Make	your	list	of	three	people,	and	keep	those	people	in	prayer	on	a	regular	basis!	Get	
others	to	pray	for	them,	too!	

Step	 4	 -	 Look	 for	Opportunities:	 Pray	 for	 open	 opportunities	 to	 tell	 others	 in	 love	 and	with	 care.	 Pray	 for	 the	
bravery	to	tell	them!	Remember,	never	argue	or	confront;	allow	the	Spirit	to	work!	Get	together	with	others	and	
pray	for	people	on	their	lists,	too	(Matthew	18:19)!	

Step	5	-	Cultivate	Relationships:	Relationships	are	valuable.	Do	not	befriend	people	 just	to	witness	to	them;	be	
real	and	sincere;	be	open	and	care!	Let	them	see	Christ	in	you	before	you	open	your	mouth	about	God!	But,	do	
not	just	invite	them	to	church	events;	find	interests	to	share	in,	too!	The	more	they	know	you	and	see	character	
and	fruit	in	you,	the	more	their	hearts	and	minds	will	be	willing	to	hear	from	you!	The	saying,	"people	do	not	care	
what	you	have	to	say	until	they	know	you	care,"	is	very	true!	

Step	 6-	 Invite	 them	 to	 church!	 	 But	 do	 not	 invite	 in	 some	 generic	way---invite	 them	 to	 church	 on	 a	 particular	
Sunday,	tell	them	you	will	pick	them	up	if	they	need	a	ride;	 if	they	do	not,	tell	them	you	will	meet	them	in	the	
lobby	at	a	certain	time.		Then,	when	you	meet	them	at	church,	introduce	them	to	your	friends.		Get	them	a	cup	of	
coffee	and	a	doughnut,	and	bring	them	with	you	to	worship,	and	sit	with	them.	

Invite	them	to	join	you	for	brunch	or	lunch,	and	invite	them	to	come	back	again	next	Sunday.	



Step	7	–	Pray	some	more:	Continue	to	pray	for	them.	

Step	8	–	Pray	even	more.	It	is	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	not	us	that	convicts	people	of	the	truth!	

Step	9-	Pray	even	more	than	that.	You’re	getting	the	hint,	right?	

•					Who	are	your	three	people?	

Wednesday:	Acts	8:12,	26-40	
Philip	knew	who	he	was	in	Christ!	He	knew	that	his	role	in	helping	others	come	to	know	Christ	was	to	obey	God	
and	be	a	person	that	God	could	count	on.	God	is	the	One	who	can	do	extraordinary	things!	So,	no	matter	what	
happened,	Philip	leaned	on	and	trusted	God.	God's	timing	is	perfect	and	our	efforts	are	never	a	waste,	whether	
we	lead	one	person,	hundreds	of	people,	or	no	people,	as	long	as	we	are	striving	and	are	obedient.	The	question	
you	need	to	ask	yourself	is:	Do	I	really	trust	God?	And,	if	so,	am	I	truly	open	to	being	used	by	God?		
	
Philip	was	a	person	in	whom	others	could	see	the	Lord!	Philip’s	lifestyle,	words,	and	deeds	bore	witness	to	Christ.	
For	 that	 reason,	he	was	 chosen	 to	 reach	 the	eunuch	 (Acts	6:3-5).	He	was	a	man	whose	passion	was	 to	glorify	
Christ	as	Lord.	He	was	not	self-seeking;	he	did	not	seek	power,	glory,	or	personal	desires;	he	only	sought	to	glorify	
Christ!	Our	lives	must	demonstrate	that	we	know	Jesus	Christ	and	that	His	fruit	is	working	in	us.			
	
We	 must	 realize	 that	 any	 effort	 is	 fruitless	 without	 the	 Holy	 Spirit!	 We	 do	 not	 do	 the	 work	 of	 changing	 or	
converting	someone---that	is	solely	the	work	of	the	Spirit.	We	are	the	instruments	whose	call	it	is	to	go	and	do.	
Philip	obeyed,	took	the	opportunity,	and	went.	We	may	not	get	direct	orders	from	Jesus	or	an	angel	like	he	did,	
but	we	can	pay	attention	to	the	opportunities	around	us	and	make	the	most	of	them!	It	is	the	Spirit	working	in	us	
that	makes	us	contagious	and	uses	us	 to	 influence	others.	God	 is	 the	One	who	gives	us	 the	opportunities,	 the	
willingness,	and	the	ability	to	witness.	The	Biblical	teaching	is	clear:	witnessing	cannot	be	looked	at	lightly,	or	as	
something	we	do	when	it	is	convenient	or	when	we	feel	like	it.	Witnessing	comes	from	our	devotion	and	love	for	
Jesus,	and	from	being	loving	enough	to	others	that	we	want	them	to	know	the	joy	of	Jesus.	Because	of	what	Jesus	
has	done	for	us,	we	are	excited	and	want	to	share	with	others.	
		
To	witness,	we	need	 to	be	usable.	We	need	 to	 tune	ourselves	before	we	go	out,	 just	 as	 a	musician	 tunes	her	
instrument	 before	 the	 performance	 and	 not	 afterward.	We	 can	 only	 do	 this	 with	 an	 intimate,	 growing	 faith,	
maturing	in	God’s	Truth	and	our	spiritual	formation.	We	need	to	see	the	hurt	of	those	around	us,	and	not	be	so	
involved	 with	 our	 own	 lives	 that	 we	 look	 right	 past	 others.	 We	 are	 to	 share	 with	 others	 with	 truth	 and	
compassion.	We	 are	 never	 to	 be	 condescending,	 overbearing,	 judgmental	 or	 confrontational.	We	 are	 to	 bear	
witness	in	love	and	with	grace.	God	gives	us	opportunities	(far	more	than	most	of	us	realize---because	we	are	not	
paying	attention)	and	we	respond	with	our	faith	and	obedience.		

• What	does	it	mean	to	be	usable?	
• Are	you	usable?	
• Name	some	very	concrete	ways	that	you	will	be	usable	to	God	in	the	coming	week.	

Thursday:	Acts	10:1-8	
This	story	is	one	of	the	real	turning	points	in	church	history.		Here,	for	the	first	time,	a	Gentile	(someone	who	is	
not	 Jewish)	 is	 admitted	 into	 the	 fellowship	 of	 the	 church.	 	 Cornelius	 was	 a	 Roman	 centurion	 stationed	 at	
Caesarea,	the	Roman	headquarters	of	Palestine.		 In	the	Roman	military,	there	was	the	legion.		 It	was	a	force	of	
about	6,000	men.		In	every	legion,	there	were	ten	cohorts.		A	cohort,	then,	had	600	men,	and	the	cohorts	were	
broken	 down	 into	 groups	 of	 100,	 called	 centuries.	 	 Over	 each	 of	 these	 centuries	 was	 a	 centurion.	 	 These	
centurions	were	the	backbone	of	 the	army;	they	were	the	real	soldiers,	 the	ones	who	really	got	 things	done---
they	were	 the	sergeant	majors.	 	Cornelius	knew	what	 it	was	 to	give	and	 take	orders,	 to	be	 loyal,	and	 to	 show	
courage.	



	
Cornelius	was	a	God-fearer;	which	was	the	Jewish	 label	 for	Gentiles	who	had	abandoned	their	pagan	faith	and	
who	believed	in	the	God	of	Israel.	 	They	did	not	adopt	the	Jewish	ways,	but	they	attended	the	synagogues	and	
worshipped	the	one	true	God.		The	Bible	tells	us	that	he	was	a	generous	man	who	gave	to	those	in	need,	and	he	
was	a	man	of	prayer.		Certainly,	Cornelius	was	a	very	good	man;	to	have	such	a	good	reputation	with	the	Jews,	
for	such	a	reputation	among	the	centurions	was	very	rare.	
	
•					Google	“God-fearer”	and	“Jewish	proselyte”.		Which	was	Cornelius?	

Friday:	Acts	10:9-16	
Although	Peter	had	certainly	come	a	long	way,	he	was	still	not	where	God	wanted	him	to	be;	he	still	had	barriers	
in	 his	 mind	 which	 separated	 Jews	 from	 the	 rest	 of	 humanity.	 	 So	 God	 granted	 him	 a	 vision	 that	 he	 might	
understand	that	barriers	and	walls	are	against	the	will	of	God.		Peter	was	light	years	ahead	of	the	typical	Jew;	for	
Orthodox	Jews	believed	that	God	simply	had	no	use	for	Gentiles.		
	
It	is	clear	that	Peter	had	come	a	long	way	because	here	we	see	that	Peter	was	staying	at	the	house	of	Simon	(Acts	
9:43,	10:5).	 	Why	do	you	suppose	that	Luke	gives	us	 this	 little	detail?	 	What	 is	 the	significance	 (Read	Numbers	
19:11-13)?	This	is	why	Simon’s	house	was	on	the	seashore,	outside	of	town,	for	he	would	not	have	been	welcome	
in	town.		The	fact	that	Peter	was	staying	here	shows	how	the	Gospel	had	already	begun	to	turn	his	life	around.	
	
About	noon,	Peter	went	on	the	rooftop	to	pray.		The	roofs	were	flat,	and	people	frequently	went	on	the	roofs	to	
escape	the	dark,	dirty,	cramped	homes.		Plus,	if	Simon	was	a	tanner,	it	would	have	had	a	very	foul	odor.		Here	on	
the	roof	during	his	prayer,	he	has	an	 image	of	the	great	sheet.	 	On	this	sheet	was	all	sorts	of	animals,	and	the	
Lord	God	instructed	Peter	to	kill	the	animals	and	eat.		Clearly,	PETA	would	have	real	problems	with	God!		Peter	
was	appalled.	 	Being	a	good	 Jew,	he	had	never	eaten	such	 things.	 	 Leviticus	11	was	very	clear,	 in	order	 for	an	
animal	to	be	clean,	it	had	to	chew	the	cud	and	have	cloven	hooves.		The	voice	told	him	that	he	had	no	right	to	
declare	unclean	anything	that	the	Lord	God	has	declared	clean.		This	happened	three	times,	so	there	could	be	no	
mistaking	the	message.		God	was	teaching	Peter	in	dramatic	fashion	that	what	Paul	was	doing	was	His	will;	that	
the	Gentiles	that	Paul	was	bringing	 into	the	church	were	members	 in	good	standing	of	the	family	of	God.	 	The	
Gentiles	who	were	once	unclean	and	separate,	had	been	through	the	blood	of	Jesus	Christ	made	clean	and	made	
one.	
	
•					Why	was	God	now	declaring	things	to	be	clean	that	once	were	declared	unclean?	

Saturday:	Acts	10:17-33	
In	this	passage,	some	very	surprising	things	are	taking	place.	 	Once	again,	 let	us	remember	that	the	Jews	were	
quite	convinced	that	all	other	nations	were	outside	the	love	and	mercy	of	God.	 	The	truly	Orthodox	Jew	would	
have	had	absolutely	no	contact	at	all	with	any	Gentile	or	even	with	any	Jew	that	did	not	strictly	adhere	to	the	law.		
No	Jew	would	have	ever	consented	to	being	a	guest	in	the	house	of	a	someone	who	was	not	a	good	Jew.		With	
that	in	mind,	what	Peter	did	is	truly	remarkable.		It	might	be	easy	for	us	to	do,	but	put	yourself	in	Peter’s	place.		
What	if	your	entire	life	you	were	told	something	was	wrong,	was	a	sin,	would	anger	God,	and	now	you	are	being	
told	to	do	it.	
	
Notice	 that	 when	 the	 messengers	 of	 Cornelius	 came	 to	 the	 house,	 they	 did	 not	 try	 to	 enter.	 	 They	 were	
respecting	the	custom	of	the	Jews.		But	Peter	broke	away	from	Jewish	custom	and	invited	them	in,	and	showed	
them	hospitality.	 	 Then,	when	 Peter	 left	with	 them	and	 entered	 Caesarea,	 Cornelius	met	 him	 at	 the	 door,	 no	
doubt	 questioning	whether	 Peter	would	 consent	 to	 enter	 into	 his	 house.	 	When	 Peter	 crossed	 that	 threshold	
some	ancient	and	powerful	barriers	began	to	crumble.		That	is	what	the	call	of	the	Christian	remains	today.		
		
•					What	are	some	of	the	“unclean”	places	God	is	calling	us	to	go	into	in	order	to	witness?	
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