
 
Living Word Weekly Bible Study (December 25-30, 2017) 

 
Monday: Luke 2:1-20 (Part 1) 
The Roman Empire periodically took censuses in order to more efficiently tax the empire, but also to discover young 
men who were of the right age to press into military service. The Romans exempted Jews from military service, so the 
census that Luke mentions would have been purely for taxation purposes.  There are surviving documents from a 
census taken in 8 B.C. and this could very well be the one Luke mentions, meaning Jesus would have been born in 8 
B.C.  This makes sense given the fact that Herod, the king who tried to kill Jesus, died in 4 B.C. and Jesus would have 
been at least two years old at the time. It seems that Luke has made one slight mistake in his documentation. Quirinius 
did not actually become governor of Syria until A.D. 6, but he was an important official in those regions from 10 B.C. 
until 7 B.C. and it was during that first period that this census was taken.  
 
The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem was 80 miles; which would have been difficult under the best of 
circumstances---and being nine months pregnant is not the best of circumstances! The accommodation for travelers 
was frankly disgusting. Inns were filthy, with very little privacy---many families shared one common room.  
 
Bethlehem is ringed with a limestone ridge, in which there are hundreds of caves---and the people of the time used 
these caves as stables. If you think about it, a cave makes a perfect stable.  Warm in the winter, cool in the summer, 
waterproof, and maintenance free.  To tell you the truth, the stables were probably more comfortable than the inns!   
 
Luke tells us that the town was crowded and there was no room for Joseph and Mary in any inn, so the Lord of the 
Universe, the Great I AM was born in a stable. Like a good mother, Mary came prepared, so she had the customary 
swaddling cloth with her, and she wrapped Jesus up in it, and laid Him in a manger. Our favorite image of Jesus being 
born in a wooden stable and placed in a wooden stable is most certainly not accurate.  Wood was very expensive, and 
you would not waste it on a stable and manger.  As we have seen, caves were the stable, and mangers were hewn out 
rocks---many mangers from that time period have survived. That there was no room in the inn was symbolic of what 
was to happen to Jesus. Rejected by people from the word go; the only place where there was room for Him was on 
a cross.  
 

 Why is it important that Jesus was born in Bethlehem? 

 How can we say that Jesus was a direct descendant of King David if Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father? 

 What is the meaning of the Hebrew word Messiah? 
 
Tuesday: Luke 2:1-20 (Part 2) 
It is not a coincidence that the very first people to hear about the greatest Good News of all time were not kings and 
nobles, but overlooked and ostracized shepherds. Shepherds were despised by the orthodox good people of the day. 
They were unable to keep the details of the law; for they could not observe all the meticulous hand-washings and 
rules and regulations. Plus, living outside with sheep made them perpetually unclean, so the orthodox looked down 
on them as sinful and unacceptable. A wonderful detail to the Christmas story is that these were in all likelihood very 
special shepherds. Every morning and evening, an unblemished lamb was offered as a sacrifice to God at the Temple 
in Jerusalem. To see that the supply of perfect offerings was always available, the Temple authorities had their own 
private sheep flocks; and we know that these flocks were pastured near Bethlehem. It is likely that these shepherds 
were in charge of the flocks from which the Temple offerings were chosen. It is incredible to think that the shepherds 
who cared for the Temple lambs were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
 
In the Jewish culture of the time of Jesus, when a boy was born, the local musicians congregated at the house to greet 
him with joyful music. Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem and therefore that ceremony could not be carried out. 
Isn’t it beautiful that the angelic choir of heaven took the place of the musicians of earth, and angels celebrated the 
birth of Jesus because humans could not?  
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The birth of Jesus is such an incredible affirmation of our worth to God. And if His willingness to leave heaven behind 
to join us here on earth were not enough, when God came to our world He did not choose a palace or a mansion, He 
chose the common folk.  
 
It is said that Wenceslas, (who lived from 907 to 935), of Good King Wenceslas fame, would often go walking incognito 
amongst his people. When he was asked not to do so for security’s sake, he answered, “I cannot rule my people unless 
I know how they live.” Isn’t it comforting to know that we have a God who knows the life we live because He too lived 
it and claimed no special advantage over common people? 
 

 Why is it essential for our salvation that Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully God? 
 

Wednesday: Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew's account of the birth of Jesus is of one who is different from any human being who ever has or ever will 
exist. A person is normally conceived by two human parents who are born in sin and without divine intervention. 
Christ was not just born; He became incarnate---which is profoundly different! Jesus Christ came into our world as the 
pre-existent Christ, second person of the Trinity. He was brought into this world as any baby would be, with the 
extreme exception that Mary did not have normal sexual relations to conceive Him! Jesus was conceived by the Spirit, 
He was pre-existent, and He was sinless. He has the title and name of Immanuel, meaning "God with us," inferring 
that He is our salvation. For us, this means that Jesus is with us, because as God, He was, and is able to take our sins 
upon Himself and take them away from us. He is "God with us," because He is God, yet at the same time, He walked, 
lived, worked, and existed in all aspects as any human ever has. He became identified as one of us while still remaining 
God, the Creator of us! Jesus is 100% God and 100% human; He is not a hybrid like Hercules, nor a percentage of one 
over the other; He is fully God and fully human. He was birthed into history and into this world, yet, He created it!  
Jesus Christ actually knit His mother together in His grandmother’s womb! 
 

Very little is said of Mary in the Scriptures, so through the centuries, much extra information has been added to fill in 
the gaps. This additional information is taken from legends and traditions, but are not rooted in Scripture. Such 
traditions include that Mary was born without sin so she could conceive a sinless Son, that she was a perpetual virgin 
and thus had no other children, and so forth. She is so revered by some Christians that they believe they can pray to 
her and she will give their prayers to Jesus; making her almost a god herself. And this, of course, destroys the very 
miracle of the incarnation.  In order for Jesus to be 100% human, He had to be born to a 100% human---not some kind 
of superhuman sinless wonder! 

So, what does the Word of God say about Mary? We know the birth account of Jesus in Matthew and Luke and how 
she was chosen of God and told by the Angel Gabriel that she was to bear God's Son. She nurtured and raised Jesus; 
she had other sons and daughters, which would disprove any other views of her virginity. The language in Greek makes 
it very clear that they were Mary and Joseph's kids. Mary was there during Jesus’ ministry, at His crucifixion, and was 
a leader in the early church. 

So, does Mary deserve our love and respect? Absolutely! She showed enormous love for and faith in God---what she 
agreed to do was extremely scary and even dangerous---and she could most assuredly have said “no”!  But she did 
what God asked her to do, in spite of the risks. Just consider her anxiety (and the faith to overcome it) from angelic 
visitations, being pregnant without relationships, the family and possibly public ridicule, then to see her Son die the 
most heinous death conceivable. Mary is a saint among saints! 

 How have you experienced Jesus as IMMANUEL in your life? 

  Having become flesh, God understands our human plight, so we can never say to Him, but Lord you do not 
understand…. So, how can this affect your prayer life? 

 Are you willing to obey Jesus as the One who was "God with us", and through whom "God is Savior?" Jesus’ 
name is also His nature "God is with us". How can this fact empower you further in your spiritual growth? 
What about your interpersonal relationships?  
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Thursday: Matthew 2:1-12 
This passage depicted for many centuries to countless people the classic Christmas scene. Wise men guided by a star 
sought out the new King. An uproar occurs that causes Joseph to flee with his new wife and child far away from his 
home, work, relationships, religious community, and family. All because Christ is God incarnate and demands a 
response from His creation. So we all respond to Him in various ways. The response to Christ's birth: The universe 
responded with a star, the gentiles responded with honor, and a puppet king responded by trying to kill Him. How do 
you respond? 
 
Where is the newborn king of the Jews, the visitors asked? The very same question is asked of us, where is He in us 
and in Living Word? Is Jesus just a mere baby that is under our domain or is He the LORD sitting on high? How we see 
Jesus and how we worship Him in our hearts and minds will govern how you are in life and how you grow in Him.  
Herod was deeply disturbed by Jesus, even as a baby. Yet, Jesus comes to disturb! He comes to wake us up from our 
meager life and complacency and thus convict us of our sin so to lead us with His love, care, and grace to the wonders 
of life and the eternity to come.  

 So do we give Him our treasure or our disdain of contempt?  

 Do we allow our being to be disturbed so we are convicted and grow, or do we recoil in complacency, or hate 
and pride? 

The principal point of the visit of the Magi is, "We have come to WORSHIP Him" (Matthew 2:2, 11). It is a picture of 
God's sovereignty even as a helpless infant, He was worshiped. He is the Eternal God and Creator and sits on the 
throne of Heaven; He is our Savior and Lord. Do we see Jesus this way, or do we just see Him as a helpless baby in a 
manger, very cute and very safe? We have to see Christ as Lord, not just as a mere cute cuddly baby. A baby is 
dependent and in need, it is no threat or hazard or conviction. We control a baby, and the baby is totally dependent 
on us as caretakers and protectors. Christ was a baby in His human form; However, He is no longer a baby! Yet, He is 
in many Christian minds, perhaps for the aforementioned reasons. As a baby, we can control Him and not worry about 
His conviction or precepts. So, adore Jesus as a baby, worship Him as Lord. But do not ever think of Him as merely a 
baby that you have power or control over, for His is still sovereign and our God! 

The Magi were a superb example of spiritual diligence! Consider the cost and time and danger to travel back then. 
That they believed without all the resources we have today! Are we willing to sacrifice or at the very least be diligent 
to find Christ, to serve Christ and to worship Christ? Even though we live in a callous and unbelieving world, let us be 
diligent and contrite as the Wise men were!  

 Why did Herod react the way he did? 

 Jesus as a baby who needed all the things a baby needs, diaper changes and a breast to be feed from, was still 
fully God and Creator and to be worshiped. How is this humbling? Why did He do this? 

 Why would pagan Gentiles leave their home and travel to a distant land that would take over a year for a 
round trip, and be very expensive in harsh conditions to see a foreign King? 

 Do you think the Magi realized the baby was God? 

 What can you learn from the Magi? Even though we live in a callous and unbelieving world, how can you be 
as diligent as the Wise men were? 

 Are you willing to sacrifice or at the very least be diligent to find Christ, to serve Christ and to worship Christ? 
 
Friday: Matthew 16:13-20 (Part 1) 
It’s interesting that Jesus chooses this location to have this discussion about His identity.  Any time the authors of the 
Gospels include details like this it wasn’t because they were trying to beef up their word count.  Caesarea Philippi was 
an ancient site believed to be the home of the pagan god “Pan”. Herod the Great’s son, Philip, had rebuilt this area 
when he became King and dedicated a temple to Caesar Augustus.  Now you know why it was called Caesarea Philippi 
and now you can understand why it is interesting that in the shadow of a temple that proclaimed that Caesar was a 
God that Jesus would begin to define Himself to His disciples. Jesus is surrounded by a crowd of people, all wondering, 
who is this guy? Perhaps, in the wonder and excitement, the crowd is perplexed and confused, yet, willing and able to 
give their opinions. Then, Jesus uses this as an opportunity to test His disciples. Who do the people say I am? Who do 
you say I am? Are they ready to know? Do they know?  The previous passage seems to indicate the leaders must have 
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known but refused to accept the Truth. Peter boldly steps up with his opinion, which does not adhere to the opinions 
of the leaders and the crowd, rises and proclaims his faith. He takes a risk, and even, perhaps, persecution from the 
Jewish leaders, the crowd, and even the other disciples as he proclaims that Jesus is God. This is a lesson to us that we 
have to remain in His truth and not worry about what crowds have to say. This passage is about not following the 
crowds, but rather allowing the Father to reveal, by the work of the Spirit, who Jesus is. He is the One who reveals; no 
person or opinion, no matter how good and informed, can take the place of His Revelation. 
 

 How did you find your purpose before you were a Christian? In other words, what was the meaning of your 
life? How has that meaning changed as you have grown in age, in maturity, and in faith? What is it now? What 
does it need to be? 

 Why do you suppose people are so willing and able to give their opinions, even when they have no idea about 
what the facts and truth are? 

 What did it take for Peter to boldly step up with his declaration, and not adhere to the opinions of the crowd? 
What would it take for you? 
 

The real practice of our faith may involve a risk and even, perhaps, ridicule from others. Does this scare you, or fuel 
you? 
 
Saturday: Matthew 16:13-20 (Part 2) 
This isn’t the only time these issues are discussed.  The theory that Jesus was John the Baptist reincarnated is found 
elsewhere as well; in the start of the book of Matthew, Herod the Great is King.  He had tried to have Jesus killed as a 
child, viewing Jesus as a threat to the throne.  After his death, Herod’s three sons take over his territory.  We heard 
about Phillip who had dedicated one of his cities to Caesar.  Another one of Herod’s sons, Antipas, had John the Baptist 
eliminated.  This is the same dude who married his brother’s wife, so we’re talking about a lot of family drama here.  
Herod Antipas, who ruled the area where Jesus operated, had his own theory and explanation about Jesus: “At that 
time Herod, the ruler of Galilee, heard the reports about Jesus.  So he said to his servants, ‘Jesus is John the Baptist, 
who has risen from the dead.  That is why he can work these miracles” (Matthew 14: 1-2).  
 
Others thought Jesus was a reincarnation of the great Old Testament prophet Elijah, who was believed to have been 
taken up into heaven in order to return at a crucial time (see 2 Kings 2: 11).  Others considered Jesus to be another in 
the long line of prophets, people who spoke for God.  Hearing the disciples’ response about what others expected of 
Him, Jesus then kicks it up a notch.  One biblical scholar noted, “it is usually less daunting to venture the opinions of 
others than to risk declaring your own thoughts.”  The disciples had been with Jesus day and night for some time, so 
He asks them: “What do you think?” 
 
Following Jesus isn’t something you do based on what other people have told you, but something you decide and 
declare personally.  It doesn’t matter what your parents or your pastor or your professors tell you; you must decide 
for yourself.  The question still applies to us each individually when Jesus asks “Who do You say that I am?” 
 

 When and how did you take ownership of your faith? Did it help you to focus on who He really is? 

 How can we let the knowledge of who Christ is, by the Spirit's illumination, give us the passion to tell others, 
but not fear their rejection or feel responsible if they do not respond?  

 The image of Christ in Scripture is that He is the foundation stone and we are the little stones who lay on His 
support. How can the fact that you are His living stones help give you purpose in your life? 
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