
 

 

 

Living Word Weekly Bible Study (January 8-13, 2018) 
 
Monday:  Matthew 3:13-17 
By the river Jordan, a strange and fiery man named John the Baptist begins to proclaim the need to repent in order 
to be ready for the coming Messiah. This event served as the climax to John's ministry, and the beginning of Jesus' 
ministry. The setting is the area frequented by major Biblical events. This was the area were Abraham built altars 
to God, and where Jacob saw the ladder to Heaven. Just to the south is where the once fertile valley and the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah were judged and destroyed, where nothing grows even today. Just to the east is the 
mountain Nebo where God shows Moses the land and the future of Israel, also where he dies and is buried. This 
was the spot where the waters parted for Joshua on Israel's entrance into the Promised Land and just to the west 
was Jericho, which walls fell down. This is where birds fed Elijah and where the chariots of God carried him away 
to Heaven. And this is the spot where Jesus was facing His 40-day temptation and then goes to a bewildered John 
to be baptized!  
 
The fact is, John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance, and Jesus, being sinless, did not need to repent.  But He 
chose to be baptized in order to be completely one with us. Because of what Jesus Christ did for us, by becoming 
one with us, humanity itself was redeemed.  What this means, is that you and I, and all who make up humanity 
have been redeemed by Christ’s redemption, so we can now receive forgiveness of our sins, and once again be 
made one with God. Jesus Christ alone can accomplish this because only Jesus was completely God and completely 
human at the same time. We receive His righteousness by what He has done and can live with the motivation and 
guidance He has to offer us as Lord. When we try to live by ourselves without Christ or even try to serve Him 
without relying on Him, we are showing an incredible amount of disrespect! We need to have the right focus and 
perspective so we can know what God wants us to do! We can do this by leaning about our Lord, His obedience 
and be willing to go through times of waiting, discouragement and even suffering and see them as opportunities 
of personal growth, faith building, and strengthening. 
   

 Why did God need to become a human being in order to redeem humanity? 

 Why is humanity incapable of redeeming ourselves? 
 
Tuesday: Galatians 3:23–29 
Baptism was a Jewish rite---that was not at all the same thing as a Christian baptism.  Jewish baptism is what John 
the Baptist was doing in the wilderness. If a person wished to accept the Jewish faith, he had to do three things.  
 
He had to be circumcised, to offer sacrifice and to be baptized. Ceremonial washing to cleanse from defilement 
was very common in Jewish practice, chapters 11-15 of Leviticus explain this in detail.  The details of Jewish 
baptism were very precise: The person being baptized cut his hair and his nails; he undressed completely; the 
baptismal bath had to contain 120 gallons of water. Every part of the body had to be touched with the water. He 
made confession of his faith before three men who were called fathers of baptism. While still in the water, parts 
of the law were read to him, words of encouragement were addressed to him, and benedictions were pronounced 
upon him. When he emerged he was a member of the Jewish faith; it was through baptism that he entered into 
that faith. 
 
But Christian baptism is totally different.  A Christian baptism means a person enters into Christ. The early 
Christians looked on baptism as something which produced a real union with Christ.  Just as the Jewish convert 
was united with the Jewish community, the Christian convert was united with Jesus Christ and through Jesus 
Christ, with the rest of the Christian community.  Baptism is not merely a symbolic act; it is a literal union with 
Jesus Christ.   
 
In Christian baptism, the candidate for baptism was clothed in pure white robes, symbolic of the new life into 
which he entered. Just as the initiate put on his new white robe, his life was clothed with Christ.  Because all 
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Christians are united in Christ, there is a radical solidarity with Christians---all are completely equal; for all are 
children of God. In verse 28 Paul says that the distinction between Jew and Greek, slave and free man, male and 
female is wiped out. This would have been incredibly radical for an orthodox Jew like St. Paul.  In the Jewish 
morning prayer, which Paul grew up using, the Jew thanks God that “Thou hast not made me a Gentile, a slave or 
a woman.” Paul takes that prayer and reverses it. The old distinctions were gone; all were one in Christ.  Paul 
interprets the promises made to Abraham as specifically finding their fulfillment in Christ; and, if we are one with 
Christ, we, too, inherit the promises—and this great privilege comes not by a legalistic keeping of the law, but by 
an act of faith in the free grace of God. 
 

 What is the difference between Jewish and Christian baptism? 

 What does God do for us at baptism? 
 
Wednesday: Ephesians 2:19-22 
Paul says that the Gentiles are no longer foreigners but full members of the family of God. In every Greek city, 
there were foreigners and their life was not easy. They were regarded as inferior people and viewed with suspicion 
and dislike. So Paul says to the Gentiles: “You are no longer aliens or outsiders---for Christ has adopted you, and 
you are now children in the family of God.”  Through Jesus, there is a place for all people in the family of God. 
People put up their barriers; even some churches do this---telling people they are not welcome at the communion 
table---but God never does.  How sad it is that the church is more exclusive than God! 
 
Paul also uses the imagery of a building. He thinks of every church as the part of a great building and of every 
Christian as a stone built into the Church. Of the whole Church, the cornerstone is Christ, and the cornerstone is 
what holds everything together.  Paul thinks of this building going on and on, with each part of the building being 
fitted into Christ. That is what the Church should be like. Its unity comes not from organization, or ritual, or liturgy; 
it comes from Jesus Christ. Where Christ is, there is the Church. The Church will realize our unity only when we 
realize that we do not exist to keep ourselves comfortable and happy--- but to provide a home where the Spirit of 
Christ can dwell and where all people can come together in that Spirit. 
 

 What barriers do you see at Living Word?  What can you personally do to break down those barriers? 

 Can the church fully embrace a human being without embracing every decision that person has made? 
 
Thursday: Ephesians 2:1-10 
When humanity chose self-will over God’s will, sin entered the world, and death has accompanied it ever since. 
Our physical and psychological natures have carried the infection from one generation to another and passed it 
on like a virus. The symptoms of a sinful nature are pride, self-centeredness, fear, the inclination to think ourselves 
better than others, rejecting God’s authority, and an insatiable drive to satisfy our desires---even at the expense 
of ourselves and others. And, the most damaging result of all is our deceptive ability to be in denial of our sinful 
ways and rationalize our thoughts and behavior as perfectly acceptable! 
 
God cannot sin, and cannot be one with sin, so we cannot be one with God, who is the one and only source of life, 
as long as we are sinners.  This is why sin causes death.  God does not cause it; SIN causes it.  However, God in His 
incredible love planned a way to save the world that was lost. God has done so by providing atonement through 
His only Son and thus redeeming you and me. Through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, God declares us just, 
takes away our sins and grants us life. God’s mercy and divine grace are shown in raising the spiritually dead to 
new life in Christ. Salvation is a gift of God and appropriated by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). In other words, the 
fact of a person being saved does not depend on what merits or works he or she has done, but by God freely giving 
salvation on account of the grace Christ gives to everyone. Salvation is a God-human relationship. God provides 
the personal and cognitive content of faith, as well as the will to believe, as a gift. Faith is not a work, but the God-
sought response of accepting and receiving what God provides. What is meant by faith alone is simply believing 
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that Christ’s redemption is more than enough for our salvation, without the need to add our own works 
righteousness.  
 
This new relationship with God produces a new creation in us, that is, new life in Christ. As a result of our new 
relationship with Jesus, we are able and called to produce good works that are in accordance with God’s will and 
plan. Although good works are never the basis or cause of our salvation, they are the fruit or result of our new 
covenant relationship with the risen Lord. 
 

• In this letter, who is Paul addressing? 
• What does Paul mean by “dead”? 
• What has God done for us in Christ?  
• How have we become partakers of His resurrection? 
• If God’s salvation is by grace, what is the human response to it called? 

 
Friday: Titus 3:4-7 
God saves His people by grace alone. God initiates a saving relationship with us, God nurtures that relationship, 
and God completes that relationship.  Our salvation is 100% God, 0% us. Through the reading and especially the 
preaching of His Word, God by His Holy Spirit makes us born again. Today’s passage explains that as the Lord 
applies the salvation purchased by Christ to His people, our justification—being declared righteous and forgiven 
of sin—is also a work of grace. It is impossible to overstate this point, for justification by grace alone through faith 
alone, apart from our works, is central to the gospel. This is the doctrine that Martin Luther and the other 
Protestant Reformers proclaimed against the medieval system of salvation, which said grace is necessary for 
justification but that our final justification also requires our good works. 
 
When we study texts such as Titus 3:4–7, it is easy to understand why the Reformers were so insistent on the 
gracious character of justification. As verse 5 tells us, God saved us “not because of works done by us in 
righteousness.” If justification is by grace, it cannot involve any of our own works or deeds, no matter how good 
they are. To look to the works done by us in righteousness as the root of justification and not the fruit of 
justification is to throw grace out of the equation. Our righteousness before God is wholly a gift. The righteousness 
of Jesus Christ is completely perfect---complete, so not even our best works can be added to it. To try to add any 
works to the righteousness of Christ is, in fact, to take away from the righteousness of Christ. It is to say that what 
Jesus Christ has done is not enough---we have to add to it. 
 

 Define “works righteousness” ---Google it if you are not 100% certain. 

 Why do so many people believe salvation must be earned? 

 Why did Luther believe putting his life in danger was worth it to teach people about the dangers of works 
righteousness? 

 
Saturday: James 4:7-10 
Do you struggle with which direction in life to go? It is James' intent in this passage to show us the direction by 
imperatively grabbing us with ten commands that are essential to honoring God and relating to people. These 
commands call us to direct, hands-on action without delay. We are to humble ourselves before God and, at the 
same time, resist the devil, as we cannot serve both. When we draw near to God, the devil is pushed further away. 
If we draw near to the devil, then God is pushed further away. The signpost is clear where we are to go; the 
direction we choose is up to us. 
  
God wants us to make the fervent attempt to repent, get right with Him, and not lead a double life in trying to 
serve two contradictory paths in life. When we do, we are being hypocritical, creating broken relationships, 
shattered lives, and unmet opportunities. This leaves us in despair as the devil and our ways have no hope or 
purpose other than to steal what God has to give to us. We already have joy and completeness in Christ when our 
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hearts and minds are centered on Him. So, the bottom line of this passage is the call to submit and surrender to 
God, allowing Him to be our only Lord and direction. Then, He will lift us up beyond our greatest desires and plans 
to a much greater plan and purpose in life! 
 
This passage is a roadmap of how to repent. God tells us both what to do and what not to do which will lead to a 
victorious life from a life that is transformed in Him. The call is simple, for us to submit, come near, wash, purify, 
grieve, mourn, wail, change, and humble ourselves. Each one leads to a closer relationship with God, and to a life 
that is bearing fruit, building character, and becoming more mature and effectual to others around us. This is 
exhibited and practiced by maximizing our time with God through the disciplines of the faith, Sunday worship, 
Bible reading, devotions, prayer, and godly fellowship. It comes from trusting our Lord and His plan, thereby taking 
the focus off ourselves and the ways of Satan and the world. We are to be vulnerable in confessing our sins and 
drawing to Him as LORD. When we are humble, God is glorified and He lifts us up. It is not about our way; it is all 
about God’s way! When we chase the devil and/or our pride, we will sink below the tossing waves in a sea of 
despair, a life that boils over with trouble (James 1:6-8). The key to preventing that sinking is to allow God's work 
in us and these commands to take root, so our lives reflect righteousness. When we remove our sinful attitude of 
pride, God is glorified. 

  
When we accept Christ in our life, He needs to be Lord of our life. We are to take responsibility for allowing His 
conviction to touch us deeply; then we can let go of our ways and surrender to His way (Matthew 11:28; Luke 
11:9-10). We must stop trying to manipulate God to give us our desires and needs and concentrate on how we 
are to worship Him in all that we do, in total trust, and total devotion. So, let us stop combating God, stop fighting 
within ourselves, and stop the hostility with one another and concentrate our efforts toward God's glorification 
and worship. This means we are to recognize sin and its destructive nature. It may look good, but it will take us 
away from God and others and leave us bankrupt in our relationships, and filled with bitterness and despair. 

  
So, what can I do? Do not justify your sin; guard against it. Do not accept the worldliness of the world; rather, 
model maturity and character because you are being empowered by the Lord. We are to flee the world's influence 
while being the influencers of it. We are to flee the devil while being on guard of his tricks and trade. You may be 
thinking that only the weak and cowardly would surrender themselves-even to God. But, the fact is, only a coward 
will refuse to allow ultimate greatness in himself that is only achieved by yielding totally to Christ.  
 

 What does it mean to you to, Draw near to God? How does being humble before God help us resist the 
devil at the same time? 

 Why can't we serve both our desires and God's will? Why do so many Christians try with all of their might? 
What will this double-mindedness give them? 

 When we draw near to God, the devil is pushed further away; if we draw near to the devil, then God is 
pushed further away. How has this been so in your life? What has been the pattern in your life and your 
closeness with God? 

 The signpost is clear where we are to go; the direction we choose is up to us. So what does the signpost 
say to you? How can you submit to and surrender to God? What would this mean? What would it look 
like? How will you go about it? 

 What do you need to do to allow Christ to be your only Lord and direction? How can the fact that He will 
lift us up beyond our desires and plans to a much greater plan and purpose in life give you the confidence 
and passion to do it? 
 

 
Also available at livingwordumc.org 


