
Living Word Bible Study (February 12-17, 2018) 

 
Monday: Romans 12:3-8 
I have diverticulosis, and when I have a flare up and it turns into diverticulitis my entire body is most unhappy!  Why 
is that?  After all, it’s just my large intestine that is not working right; so why does my whole body suffer?  It is because 
my body is one---it is made up of millions of parts---but it is one, and each part must do its part in order for the body 
to function properly. 
 
St. Paul reminds us that the church is the same way---each and every part of the church must do its part in order for 
the church to be healthy and function properly. Each person has been given spiritual gifts to use for the good of the 
whole.  These gifts are not the same as talents because we are not born with them, we are born again with them, 
they are given to us by the Holy Spirit when we become Christian. 
 
Because these gifts are given to us by the Holy Spirit to be used to glorify Christ through the ministries of the church, 
we are to do our part as well as we possibly can, and not expect someone else to do it for us.  The heart makes a 
lousy stomach, and should not try to be the stomach.  The lungs do a terrible job cleansing the impurities from the 
blood, and should not try to do that---lungs should let kidneys and liver do that. So, as members of the Body of Christ, 
we need to: 

 Know what gifts we have, give God glory for sharing those gifts with us. 

 USE those gifts to glorify the name of Jesus. 

 Remember that we are all interconnected to one another in Christ and we are called to work together and 
function in cooperation with other Christians. 

Spiritual Gifts are much more than the talents and abilities we are born with. They are the means for the Body of 
Christ to function with competence and victory. Spiritual gifts empower us to serve our King and build relationships 
with other Believers and with those who do not yet know Jesus Christ. When we work together in unity we will 
discover and execute a synergetic reaction for good and service and for the building of the Kingdom. 

Paul lifts up some of these gifts of the Spirit: 

 Prophecy.  Prophecy is speaking for God, being the mouthpiece for God. 

 Service. Service is rolling up your sleeves and selflessly doing what needs to be done, whether it is noticed 
and appreciated or not. 

 Teaching.  The message of God needs to be more than proclaimed, it needs to be explained. 

 Encouraging.  It is hard to follow Christ, and sometimes we can get discouraged.  Those who have this gift 
are to use it to encourage each other, to lift each other’s spirits and motivate us to keep going. 

 Contributing to the needs of others.  Generosity is the Spirit moving in you. This is not tithing!  Tithing is a 
given, it is a command.  God expects you to give Him 10% of your income.  The gift of generosity comes in 
AFTER the tithe is already given. 

 Leadership.  This is taking the responsibility to move the church forward, according to God’s calling, and not 
our desires. Leadership is one of the most difficult things to find in the church today.  We have a lot of helpers, 
and even more critics, but few leaders. 

 Mercy.  Real forgiveness is always based upon love, not superiority.  George Whitfield, one of the founders 
of Methodism watched a man being led to the gallows and coined the often quoted phrase, “There but for 
the grace of God, go I.” 

There are more gifts than these of course.  Here is a very quick spiritual gifts inventory to help you learn what your 
gifts are. http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment 

 How and why are some Christians more concerned with their own needs and agendas rather than with God's 
clear doctrine and purpose? 

 What can the church do to guard herself against pride from her leaders? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:3-8
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment


 What are the vital opportunities we miss when we do not practice the Christian faith with a sense of urgency? 

 What do you need to do to put humbleness and sharing with one another above your own agenda and needs? 
 

Tuesday: Ephesians 2:13-18 
At the time of Jesus, there was great animosity between the Jews and Gentiles. Orthodox Jews actually believed it 
was a righteous act to hate and reject Gentiles.  Paul uses two images to show that in Jesus Christ, hatred is destroyed 
and a new unity has come.  He says that those who were far off have been brought near. Isaiah had heard God say: 
“Peace, peace to the far, and to the near” (Isaiah 57:19). When the Rabbis spoke about accepting a convert into 
Judaism, they said that he had been brought near. Because of Jesus Christ, those who had been far from God were 
brought near, and the barriers between people have been torn down. 

Paul uses another image, one that would have been very powerful to the Jews of the day. He says that the middle 
wall of the barrier has been torn down. This refers to the Temple. The Temple consisted of a series of courts, each 
one a little higher than the one that went before, with the Temple itself in the inmost of the courts. First, there was 
the Court of the Gentiles; then the Court of the Women; then the Court of the Israelites; then the Court of the Priests; 
and finally the Holy of Holies. 

Gentiles were only allowed in the first court. Between it and the Court of the Women, there was a wall with 
prominent signs announcing: “Let no one of any other nation come within the fence and barrier around the Holy 
Place. Whosoever will be taken doing so will himself be responsible for the fact that his death will ensue. ” 

Paul’s arrest at Jerusalem, which led to his final imprisonment and death, was due to the fact that he had been 
wrongly accused of bringing Trophimus, an Ephesian Gentile, into the Temple beyond the barrier (Acts 21:28-29). 
Jewish thought of the time saw that this wall represented the fact that Gentiles were outside of God’s presence, and 
were barred from ever entering. 

This problem of the barriers is sadly still with us today. The internet has made the world a neighborhood, and God 
has given the church the mission of making it a family. In these days of divisiveness and ugliness, we need to fearlessly 
break down the walls and barriers that separate, and proclaim and live out the message of the all-inclusive Christ, in 
whom there is neither bond nor free, Jew nor Greek, Scythian nor barbarian, but all are one.  

 What are some barriers in the world today? 

 What are some barriers even within the church? 

 What are some barriers that you have erected in your life? 

 What concrete steps can you take to tear down the barriers in your life? 

Wednesday: Ephesians 2:13-18 (continued) 
Paul goes on to say that in Christ these barriers are torn down. How did Christ destroy them? 

First, Jesus Christ is our peace. That is what the incarnation accomplished---Jesus Christ IS our peace, as He Himself 
is the physical and spiritual union between us.  By His presence and love Jesus literally joins together what was once 
separate. It is a common love of Jesus that people come to love each other. 

In addition, Jesus wiped out the law of the commandments with all its decrees. The Jews believed that only by keeping 
the Mosaic law was a person able to be made one with God. Through rabbinic commentary, the law had been worked 
out into thousands and thousands of commandments and decrees. Hands had to be washed in a certain way; dishes 
had to be cleaned in a certain way; there were hundreds of rulings about what could and could not be done on the 
Sabbath day. But, a religion based on all kinds of rules and regulations, is a faith based on works righteousness. Jesus 
came to tell all people that they cannot earn God’s approval by keeping the law but by a relationship offered in grace 
which God in mercy freely offers them. 

The unity which Jesus achieves is not achieved by wiping out all racial and gender characteristics; it is achieved by 
making all people one family in Christ.  Too often we forget the fact that our way of practicing the Christian faith is 
not THE way.  We think people need to look like us, vote like us and think like us if they are going to be Christian. But 
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of course, that is not true. Unity in Christ produces Christians whose Christianity transcends all their local and racial 
difference; it produces people who are friends with each other because they are friends with God; it produces people 
who are one because they are all one with God, and thus one with each other. 

 What are some cultural influences in our faith that we have come to see as normative? 

 What are some things that we see as essential to a walk with Christ that are in reality merely taste? 

 How does grace bring about unity? 

 How do barriers destroy grace? 

Thursday: Luke 4:14-30 
Nazareth stands in a little hollow in the hills on the lower slopes of Galilee near the Plain of Jezreel. There is a huge 
cliff right outside of Nazareth, and if you stand there, you can see the plain of Esdraelon where Deborah and Barak 
had fought; where Gideon had won his victories; where Saul had crashed to disaster and Josiah had been killed in 
battle; there was Naboth’s vineyard and the place where Jehu slaughtered Jezebel; there was Shunem where Elisha 
had lived; there was Carmel where Elijah had fought his epic battle with the prophets of Baal; and, in the distance, 
there was Mt. Pisgah, where Moses had looked out over the Promised Land and then died. 
 
Not only was the history of Israel there; the world unfolded itself from the hilltop above Nazareth. Three great roads 
passed by it. There was the road from the south carrying pilgrims to Jerusalem. There was the great Way of the Sea 
which led from Egypt to Damascus with laden caravans moving along it. There was the great road to the east bearing 
caravans from Arabia and Roman legions marching out to the eastern frontiers of the Empire. In other words, Jesus 
was brought up in a town in sight of history and with the traffic of the world almost at its doors. 
 
Jesus went into the synagogue in Nazareth and, because He was a well-known rabbi, He was invited to teach. Jesus 
opened the Torah to Isaiah 61, and this passage was very well known to the people of Israel; it was Isaiah’s prophecy 
of the coming Messiah.  After reading it, Jesus sat down. In synagogues, there was a chair of Moses, and rabbis would 
sit on it to declare the official teaching, (our own phrase, the chair of a committee stems from this). 
 
What angered the people was the apparent compliment that Jesus paid to Gentiles. The Jews were so sure that they 
were God’s people that they utterly despised all others. They believed that “God had created the Gentiles to be fuel 
for the fires of hell. ” And here was this young Jesus, whom they all knew, preaching as if the Gentiles were specially 
favored by God. Jesus’ understanding of the Kingdom of God was radically different from the traditional view. And if 
that were not bad enough; Jesus claimed to BE the fulfillment of the prophecy.  Here, in His hometown, Jesus 
announced that He was the long-awaited Messiah. The people were so angry that they dragged Him out of town to 
throw Him off the cliff. 

 Are there people that are still seen as outside of God’s grace and love? 

 Are there any people that you would feel uncomfortable sitting next to in worship? 

Friday: John 4:27-45 
While Jesus was talking to the Samaritan woman, the disciples came back from their errands and were shocked to 
see Jesus talking with a Samaritan woman. After her conversation with Jesus, the woman left her water jar and 
immediately went back to her village, very excited and already fully engaged in what Christ told her. She had found 
the Messiah and wanted everyone to know it! She told everyone what Jesus told her and proclaimed that Jesus must 
be the One for whom they had been waiting. So, the people from the village came out to the well to meet Jesus, and 
see for themselves. 
 
At the same time, the disciples wanted Jesus to eat the food they brought back, and Jesus seized this as a teaching 
point to reveal that spiritual formation was far more important than food---that our real, eternal nourishment comes 
from God. Jesus told them that His sustenance came from God and that He was empowered to do the Father’s will. 
He used an image from the crops that were growing all around them.  He said that just as the crops are ready for 
harvest, God waits for us to harvest what He has planted in us and also wants us to help others grow, just as this 
woman was doing. Then, Jesus shares that we all have different gifts and opportunities; some of us plant, some 
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water, and some harvest. All are important and all are needed for the harvesting of souls. We can't rush it, yet we 
have to see the urgency of it. Because of this woman’s testimony, many of the Samaritans turned to Christ and put 
their trust and faith in Him. Just think---this woman was a rejected outcast and still God used her to bear His message 
of hope, faith, grace, and love. 

Jesus interacted with a race extremely hated and rejected by the Jews. This should cause us to think about our own 
cultural ideas and bigoted reactions---those we do either unconsciously or deliberately. This passage continues to tell 
of the social contempt that the Jews and Samaritans held for one another. Jesus lives out and teaches the importance 
of acceptance and calls us to remove the prejudice and narrow-mindedness and intolerance we have. Jesus looked 
at the barriers some had to growth and He confronted them so the person could move forward into spiritual maturity 
with faith and relationship development. To be a true follower of Christ, one must also be a disciple, a learner who 
can look at what hinders us, reach out to Christ, and grow beyond the barriers that block our spiritual formation and 
intimacy with Christ. 

 What are some religious, racial or social issues with which you have had issues? What about now? 

 How is love a summary of all of Christ's character, not just His one attribute? How does His love show through 
in this passage? 

 How hurtful is prejudice? How does it block the Gospel? How has God demonstrated His ultimate love to 
you? How can you show this to others more? 

 What did or what do you need to do to overcome cultural and prejudicial walls to reach a person in need? 
 
Saturday: Matthew 10:5-15 
Jesus called His twelve disciples to venture out and put into practice all that He had taught them. This was their first 
great mission, and the testing ground for learning, growth, and practicing their faith. They were going from the 
classroom to the field, taking a chance by being without the usual necessities one would normally take on such a 
journey. Jesus gave them the empowerment, they were sent out as commissioned representatives of Christ, which 
is what their title, Apostle, means. They had to learn first-hand what it meant to be an Apostle, and what it meant to 
follow Christ. However, the way they learned to follow Jesus did not mean just picking up and following. They had to 
put into practice what they had learned, and then do it. 
 
This passage also gives us the blueprint for missions and evangelism. This mission was in preparation for "The Great 
Commission" to come, in which all Christians are called to make disciples of all the peoples of the world. God will not 
call us where God will not equip us. Therefore, we can go without fear. This passage also prepares us to not to be in 
shock when strangers and even family friends no longer accept us, because of Christ. We must be prepared as Jesus 
prepared His disciples. We are to go first to the people we know. Then, as we get better, we go to others; and finally 
to those with whom we may be uncomfortable. If they show no interest, we are to leave them alone while we keep 
them in prayer for a better time, and for the Spirit to open their hearts. 
 

 If you were to go on a short-term mission trip, what fears would you have? 

 What have you done in your life that required you to venture out and put into practice all that you have been 
taught in school, church, or work? 

 How do you think the disciples felt as they ventured out for the first time to practice their faith? 

 Did Jesus put limits on this mission? If so, what were they, and why? 

 In the practice of your faith, did you ever feel you had to avoid someone or something? 
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