
Living Word Bible Study (February 5-10, 2018) 

 

Introduction:  

The question this past Sunday seemed to focus on parents as they asked, “How can I raise my children who will be 
Christians in this culture?”  I contend that, more than ever, our children and their parents need the community of 
faith, the “village” to be part of this growth process.  As you look at this Bible study consider what you can do to help, 
as a parent, grandparent, spiritual parents or friend to give this generation a firm place to stand for their faith, a soft 
place to land when they mess up and an embodiment of grace when they (or their parents) feel lost.  I have used the 
Bible we give to the children in Third grade for all the readings I’ve done in this Bible study.  It’s the Common English 
Bible and is extremely readable for all ages.  

Monday:  Proverbs 22:6  
Train up children in the way they should go and when they’re old they won’t depart from it. This seems so very basic, 
yet it’s often the most overlooked.  Adults of all sorts usually assume that children don’t really understand much about 
God and the Bible, about Jesus and the Holy Spirit and so they decide to wait and let their children make decisions 
themselves.  Let’s imagine if we did that with simple things like learning to pick up toys, or brush their teeth.  I’m not 
convinced there’s a day in a child’s life when they say, “Oh please, please, let me pick everything up and put it away”. 
But if they’re encouraged and helped children usually learn to keep their space tidy.  I don’t believe this means that 
children will never walk away from their faith any more than I believe every child who goes off to college keeps a tidy 
space.  But what is sown deep, deep inside of us is what bubbles to the surface when we hit a bump.  In a time when 
more and more young people are claiming no religious affiliation than at any other time in the history of our country, 
this may be the ONE most important thing we can do for our children’s faith future.  
 
Tuesday:  Isaiah 54:1-17 
This is the last chapter of the text we know as Deutero (second) Isaiah.  I’ve included it in this Bible study about children 
and families because the prophet used women and children often to speak of God and as metaphors for God.  In this 
reading, we recognize Jerusalem and her people as those who may have lost their future.  When the Hebrew people 
were pulled into exile they feared that they would not have a generation of children to raise up in the faith…. or a 
generation of children who would even know Yahweh, the God of their ancestors.  So the text begins with Jerusalem 
as the barren wife of God.  She is the one with no children and no future. But the text moves quickly to one of hope 
and redemption and a promise of life and wholeness with the assurance of a covenant NOT broken.  God has not 
abandoned God’s people.  In fact, God promises that the mother will need a larger tent to hold all her offspring.  The 
children are seen as God’s promise for the future of the Hebrew people.  Not only will the children be born, they will 
be happy and safe and they will be followers of Yahweh.  I believe it’s important to recognize that the prophet spoke 
of children to bring hope and assurance both for the present and the future. If we only invest in children for the future, 
we have done them great harm.  If we invest in policies that protect and cherish children right now, then we are 
assured they will have a future surrounded by the faithful who have followed God.  This text is unafraid of speaking 
of God’s anger and disappointment with God’s people.  That’s hard for us to read. But the prophets are quick to remind 
us that while God isn’t always thrilled with our behavior and our choices, God simply never leaves us. Never. 
 
Wednesday:  Matthew 18: 1-11 
I find it fascinating that today’s reading is placed right after the paying of taxes….and Jesus providing a coin in the 
mouth of the fish to do so. Because people believed paying money is one sign of greatness.  And then it comes, the 
question the disciples just can’t stop asking, “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?”  Those who followed 
Jesus only understood kingdoms like those in which they lived.  In those, there was a VERY clear pecking order.  And 
there was little chance that fishermen from Galilee would ever have a place of greatness…or “power”….in the 
kingdoms that surrounded them.  But they had been listening to Jesus rather a lot as He tried to explain that HIS 
Kingdom was different from those in the world. And these followers began to wonder if maybe in the kingdom Jesus 
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talked about, a couple of them might be in positions of “greatness”.  To answer the question Jesus called over a child 
and told the disciples that if they didn’t CHANGE to be more like the child, they wouldn’t enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
Bit of a blow, I’m sure, as children had very little standing in the world of 1st century Judah.  First, the disciples had to 
become humble, like the child.  And then they had to WELCOME a child in the name of Jesus so they could stay in a 
relationship with Jesus. Then the text compounds the responsibilities of those around children. The adults…all of the 
adults…are responsible for living in a way that doesn’t cause the children to fall into sin. Jesus challenged those who 
are grown to put in place all the behaviors and policies that would protect children from sliding off a path to right 
living and into sin.  We can’t ignore children, not our own children, not the children in our community and not the 
children in our city and state and beyond.  When we do not provide for children, when we allow our political leaders 
to cut funding that protects children’s health and medical care, their education and access to food, we are held 
profoundly accountable.  In the end, it all ends up being about those who think of others first, who think of ways to 
help and who are completely disinterested in their own “greatness.” 
 

Thursday:  Romans 8: 14-17 
The promise and then the experience of God’s Spirit were of great importance to the followers of Jesus. These were 
post-Pentecost people and they were trying to figure out exactly how to explain what changed in their lives when they 
were gifted with the Holy Spirit. The first part of this chapter talks a lot about the freedom God’s spirit provides. This 
may seem a bit excessive to us, but for people who have lived for generations believing they were only righteous, only 
deserving of God’s love if they followed all the laws of their scriptures, this freedom was odd and a bit intimidating.  
The early church leaders spent much time and energy trying to explain the freedom that came with the power of God’s 
spirit. Finally, in verse 14, the author wrote, “All who are led by God’s spirit are God’s sons and daughters.”  Not slaves, 
not even nieces and nephews, but sons and daughters!”  They and we are written into the will!  We will inherit the 
fine china and silver service…WE are God’s children.  We’re not the slaves.  We’re not the hired help.  We’re not the 
neighbors invited in to join the party for the kids.  Nope…we ARE the kids.  And just like we have that kind of value to 
God, our children have that equal value to the Church.  They are not “less”, they are not only “cute”.  They are brave 
and ask hard questions.  They are compassionate and pray for people who have harmed others. They are aware that 
they have a place at the table for bread and at the font for baptism…because they are led by God’s Spirit and so they 
are God’s daughters and sons.  
 

Friday:  Mark 10: 13-16 
This is probably one of the best-known stories about children in the Bible.  In Mark’s gospel, it is placed as Jesus has 
firmly “set His face” for Jerusalem and all that will happen there. On the way, He is interrupted by a group of parents 
who ache deeply for their children to experience Jesus…the ache all followers of Jesus have for their own children.  
The disciples tried to keep the children from Jesus, maybe believing He had more important things to do.  But Jesus 
intervened and spoke the words many of us know, “Allow the children to come to Me. Don’t forbid them because 
God’s Kingdom belongs to people like these children. I assure you that whoever doesn’t welcome God’s Kingdom like 
a child will never enter it.”  THEN Jesus did the remarkable thing.  He blessed the children.  We sort of let that slide 
by, but biblical blessings are supremely important.  Through the First or Old Testament, blessings are sought, begged 
for, stolen and welcomed.  Even in the first century, parents brought their children to the elders in the synagogues for 
blessings.  A typical blessing was that the child (probably the sons) would be “famous in law, faithful in marriage and 
abundant in good works”.  Then the father would lay his hands on the child’s head, while the elders joined in the 
blessing.   
 
But they never touched the child. 

The church leaders were afraid of becoming defiled, so they never touched the child they were blessing. 

But Jesus touched them. 
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Jesus put His hands on them and blessed them.  According to Randall Niles, in his blog “Drive Thru History” under the 
“gospels” section of “Blessing the Children”, Jesus never pronounced a blessing on someone unless He said they 
belonged to “the Kingdom of God”.  Adults, especially religious leaders, struggled to understand how children could 
belong to God’s Kingdom when they had not lived long enough to keep all the laws and do the good works necessary 
to earn their spot in God’s Kingdom.  In this story, grace was given to the youngest. A different, radical way to be 
beloved of God was shown to the children.  

Saturday:  Ephesians 6:1-4 
This part of Ephesians spends a lot of time talking about relationships…husbands, wives, parents, children and slaves 
and masters. There is much quoting of the Torah to honor your father and mother. There are reminders for children 
to obey their parents.  But it is verse 4, I want to finish with this week. “As for parents, don’t provoke your children to 
anger, but raise them with discipline and instruction about the Lord.”  In the crazy- busy- everyone-is-working-and-
running-in-ten-different-directions world our young families inhabit, it is WAY too easy to lose our tempers, to be less 
patient than we know our kids need us to be and to forget in the moments of their meltdowns they need us to be the 
adults, while they are the children.  We’re all going to mess up on that…parents, grandparents, teachers, mentors, 
and friends.  That’s why there are apologies.  To become like children as Jesus suggested, we need to become humble.  
We need to recognize when we owe our children the words as we ask them to forgive us.  In doing so, we heal 
relationships with them and teach them that all of God’s people need to work to stay in the right relationships with 
each other and with God.  
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